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FORTHCOMING VISITS AND EVENTS 

R. Martin 
A. Allnutt 
A. Allnutt 
M. Beswick 

J.S.F. Blackwell 
F. Sowrey 

28 th 	April, Satur day 2.30p.m. Meet at Chiches ter Canal Basin SU 859042, park in 
Terrninll:3 Road. Visit to Poyn t z Bridge and Chichester Canal. 

19th 	May, Saturday 10.30a.ro. Meet at Argos Mill, Mayfield 1'0 570283. Parking 
will be diff i cult, please take care. Frank's Mystery Tour of Mills. 

23rd 	June, Sat urday 7.00p.m. Members' Evening at West Blatchington Windmill, 
Hove TO 278063. Two or t hree members are s till needed to give a few minutes 
ta lk on t hei r pet inter es t in Industrial Archaeol ogy. Please let Don Cox know 
i ( you are comi ng , i t i s ~3sential · for refreshments. 

1Uth Jul y, Saturday lO. 30a.m. All clay visit to Shoreham Harbour. Plans are 
beginning to come together. John Farrant wi ll talk on the history of the 
por t using items 1n the Museum t o il l ustra t e some of the points . After l unch 
!Uan 	U lnut t will show us around t he harbour usi ng some of the knowledge he 
g31ned ~s Engineer to t he Shoreham Harbour Board . 
We shall assemble at the Marlipins Museum i.n Shoreham High Street. I would 
sugge1' t tha t you park cars i n t he car park at the Adur Centre on the west s i de 
of the Nor folk Bridge, there i s usually plenty of s pace there - it i s fREE ­
and it i s root t~ far t o walk to t he Museum . 

!'RA 	 VISIT 

23rd September, Saturday 2.00p.m. The East Ken!; Mills Group have s~ested 
another 'get - together ' t o l ist en to some tal ks on mills of one sort or another. 
One talk will be on "Measur lng and Recording Mills" • Other talks are t o ~ 
fi na lised. Do cane . This meeting will be held in t he Lect ure Room of the Public 
Library in T\lnbri c1ge Well" (as l ast year ). 

I 
ponrrz BRIDGE RESTORATION 

With the llgJ"lt evenings we are now hoping to make progress OIl this pr oject. 
West Susso!x County Council are again backing S. I.A .S. i n t he vigorous way they did 
with CcultersMw ~ater~. They have already donated £300 with £500 to COIIe in 
19otll5 , and a County Surveyor's team will grit blast the cast-iron work and apply a 
pr1Jnjng COIIt after ;.Ihich we must i.:Imediately apply an undercoat. 

r..;lculatl:l!ls ~how that an appredable quantity of st.eej,OIOrlt lfill be needed for 
hcldlng the b:-oK-!n girder:!! tog-Jtt-er and relieving the cast-iron of tensile stresses. 
Rolled stfM!l sections ;uoe ili2 'J~rl exyenslve. 

http:10.30a.ro
http:Dr.S.Farrant,Dept.of


ICE HOUSES IN SUSSEX 

L~ the 18th and 19th centuries most large esta t es possessed ice houses where 
ice, ~ich was gathered off any open water on the est a te , was stored for use during 
the summer months. 

It 1s one of my objectives to identify, record and ul t i ma tely prepare a me~sured 
drawing of all the existing ice houses in Sussex. The fOll~wing i s a list of all 
these that I know of still existing, although it may inc l ude some J f which I have a 
record but have not yet confirmed. 

If any member knows of any that I have missed will they pl ease l et me know. 

WEST SUSSEX EAST SUSSEX 


Parish Locatton Map Rer. Parish Location Map Ref. 


Arundel Arundel Castle TQ 015075 Battle Battle Abbey TO 7 
Barlavihgton Burton Park SU 975173 Bodiam, Cottage Hospi t a l 10 7 ' Co 

Chichester Kingsham rarm SU 861037 Btixted Busted Park o 481229 
8ognor Regis 'Hotham Park SZ 936995 Chailey Ades TO 401194 
Duncton SU 965167 Crowhurst rk TQ 774135 
Eartham Slindon House SU 958083 rolkington TO 5604 
rindon rindon Place TQ 115086 Forest Row TO 44 6384 
rindon Muntham Court TQ 109096 rOrest Row TO 415 344 
runtington Woodend SU 817093 rOrest Row 10 437354 
Harting Uppark SU 778i76 rrant TO ,6 35 
Harting Uppark SU 783177 Glynde 1'\., 1I5i!093 
Hassocks Crown Point House TQ 305 156 Hamsey IQ 39 ' 123 
Linch Hollycombe SU 853294 Hartfield ~ ~7 37 
Midhurst Cowdray Castle SU 8882 15 Hurst Gr een TQ 73B268 

TQ 462248 
Pl ais tow 3hillinglee Park SU 97621 Maresfield 
Patching Dulaney Cottage 08 06 Maresfiel d 

iQ 395312 
Parham Parham Park TQ 065 145 Li ttle Horsted TO Ilb9 183 
Petl.lOf·th Petworth House SU 97621 8 New1ck TQ ~Z31 95 
Rudgewick Hedgecocks TO 123358 A 1 ngrneI' TO ~46 1 1 1 

Rudgewick Hermonger s TO 099343 Rotherfield Tt' 3':",7104 
Shiplet Knepp Cas tle TO 155211 Rodmell TQ ';,'uG62 
Sampting Peverel House TO 161054 Stat'.mer TQ 'i~ 6G95 
Steyning Wiston House TO 156124 Uckfield 1'0 1,,0,0216 
Westhampnett Goodwood House SU 886088 Wadhurs t TO 
West Dean West Dean House SU 865128 West rirle TO ~7S070 
Worth The Hall TO 32036 1 ithyham i;, ';0 35 
Worth RowCant House 10 325373 
Westbourne Nu tbourne SU 77 05 . O. "'.Ill" 

PLAT~HAY OR RAILWAY TO EAST ' GAINSTEAD - I N 18 18? 

A map entitled Roads to Eastbourne, being appar ently sheet 2 frem an unidenti ­
fied atlas, shews ;.;hat seems to be a ~lateway or railway running north-east'-iards tr 
East Grinstead, disappearing over the county boundary after four or f ive miles or so . 
The map, shewing roads from London to Eastbourne , etc., uses the sa~e conven cion3l 
symbol for the Eastbourne 'plateway' as it does fo r the Surrey Iron Railway , 
(c.1 803 - 44), and was 'published 12th reby 1806 by Laurie & Whittle, no. ~ 3 Fleet 
Street, London. A new edition, 181 8.' 

By 1818 of course the SIR extenSion, the Croydon, Mersthan & Gods tone Ir'on 
Railway, had also been opened and was operating, but this is not shewn. 

A number of '!laps of this period shewed pr'oposed but never - bu i lt Pll way or 
railway lines, and perm ps that at Eas t Grinstead was '.:me such? Pcs .. l oly mer:ber 
may be able to provide some details of the purpose and destination o f thl line , and 
say if it was ever built? 

Paul W. Sowan, 96a Brighton Road, South Croydon, Surrey. CR2 6AD 
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BRIGHTON CHArM PI;B 

~~wsletter ~o. ~1 contained a desc ription of the form of construction of the 
pier. This ~,:lte is to 1.dd background information. 

Constructicn of ~ pi er 1134ft. long on an oper. : oast ir. 1822 /2 3 was an out­
standing engi::eer ing achievement 3nd the '~b igner, Capt. Samud [>rown, RN., did not 
make i t eari er '::Jy :Jsing 255ft. suspens i on spans. Ryde Pier (opened in 1814) at 
17~G ft. ;.ras l ::,r~er but the Solent is sheltered «a t er and the forn of const ruction 
was orthodox, piled trestles support i ng shor t s pans . 

Like ~jde the original purpose for the Cha in Pier was co~unication (s teamer 
service to F:-ance ), but t his gradually i:legan to appr ecia t e t he att raction of a walk 
on t he pier' and tins hrt Di t recei ved it bvost with t he passing of ,he Bank HoEday 
Act in 1R71 '~ hich brought l ot s of day t rippe rs t o Brigh ton. 

Capt ain Brown ' s ~h01ce of ~uspension spans was ~ade because he was the proprietor 
:- a chain works. I n 18 17 he had patented a jes ign for wrought t ron links which he 

lsed in the construction of Union Bridee, Berwick on ~~eed , 0pened in 1820 , still in 
use . ~~~s Tel ford had discussed '.n~ln jes i~ wl~h ~lm fer a br idge across the 
Mersey at RUl"I.'orn )I'oposed in 1813 bu t not ')uil t , Moreover Telford ' s des ign for the 
c:h'l.ins or th" Mffi;, Bridge :opened 1n 1226 './as lr.fl uenced by Brown 's succes s at Berwick 
cn 'l\Ieed He use" a somewhat slml l ar bar link deSi gn fo r' his chains but in a more 
sephlsU,:,ated arc angement ~han Br'own' 

The only other suspension pier was er ec ted at Sea Vi ew, I .O. W. in 1581. It was 
a light tt.noer s tr'u::: ture 10S0ft. long :;.nd was fi na lly Jemolished rather t han repaired 
after n~glect dU:'ing t he 1939- L1 3 war. 

Fort~tely the imposing appearance of the Bri ghton Chain Pier with its Egyptian 
style cast - iron towers has been captured for posterity by the painting of J.~1.W.Turner, 

Alan Allnutt. 

TIMBERLEY VI ADUCT _(TQ 023138 ) 

w'hen the London, Brigh ton '3-nd South Coast Railway extended their \-lest Sussex 
l i ne rr om a new juncti on a t Hardham south of Pulborough to join the coast line south 
of ~runde l i n 186 ~ -63 . the route fo l l owed t he River Ar~~ to ta~e ad van tage of the 
Ar'un Gap through t '1e South Do'..ms . Eigh t bridges were requi red i :1 the flood plain of 
the Arun River , the longest ~elng Timberley Viaduct, 528ft . wi th 15 spans . It is 
now' one of t he oldest survi vi ng met al viaducts 1n the South Ea s t but fortunately the 
inev i. table s t :-t' r.gthening of metal bridge spans has not altered i ts original appearance. 

The 30ft. approach spans, which are the same des ign as several of the bridges, 
'er'e strengthened in 1894 by replacing the cast-iron rail bearers by mild steel 

rivetted plate girders which are invisible except from underneath. The cast-iron 
(outer ) parapet girders and the cast -iron trestles remain unchanged. 

Over the river there is a 106ft. long wrought iron open truss span of two', "bow­

str lr.g~ girders with unusual end casti.ngs which also act as bearings for the adjacent 

plate gi rders. It has not been necessary to strengthen these main girders as they 

wer e designed ror four :ank engines on each track and thus they were adequate for 

a ll tne heavy 'l.IIS" ' L.t 11-6-4 ::.ank locos introduced by L. B. Bill inton in 1914. 


The two ,;par.s , n,,:lt "3.ch end of the bows t r'ing trusses have unequal length 

~lrders t o compen~ate fer the ~Oo skew angle bet ween the r iver and the railway. They 

ilre plate gir:lers oJlth cur",:! (in cross :;ection) top flanges, an innovation by 

r K. Brunel whe emplcyt::.1 ,..urved '~ oropresslon fl anges on many of his bridges . (The 

Dearest one in US" take~ the Slough to wi ndsor branc~l over the River Thames ) . These 

spans are said to have been "enewed in l'i)4 using rn ild steel , but they are exactly 

as t he 1861 WT'':Iugln iron Je"l~ down to I he las t cet ail. The Chief Engineers of the 

L.B. ~ S.R. at the ~1me oJdS r D. Bannister . 

To get to the aqu,,~uct ~o t o Bury vil l age and walk 2 ile ups tream along the 

west bank of t he Ri ' er Arun. There is a foot pa t h. 
 'uan Allnutt 
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THE 	 8ATILE ABBEY ESTATE BRICK''''ORKS: 1853 - 1901 

In 1853 Sir Godfrey Webster of Battle Abbey died leaving t~e estate heavily 
encumbered and was succeeded by his brother Augustus (1). A third brother, Frederick, 
was acting as the estate agent and he seems to have been responsible for the plan to 
expand brickmaking activities in an attempt to improve overall profitability. The 
existing brickyard at Marley Far'm was re-equipped with the latest ~nachinery and 01 

second yard was established on the '..est side of the new railway line, just north, of 
Battle station (TQ 755159). Trial holes were sunk to ascertain the quality of the 
clay, two coal-fired Scotch kilns (2) were built and a railway siding was constructed 
at • cost of £200 

The evidence for this flurry of activity is to be found in two ledgers, one fo r 
Marley Farm and the other for the Abbey estate brickyard(3). These record pur chases 
of new plant and materials for buildings and kilns, as well as expendi t ure on labour. 
There is no space here for a detailed analysis but a list of the ~4chi nery purchased 
may be of interest as an indication of what was available at that date . 

It seems clear that the Marley Farm yard was to concentrate henceforth on the 
production of tiles and agricultural drainpipes, as the main items were: "Clay ton's 
bill for the tile machine and pugJ1lill-de!ivered: £62. 12s. 9d." and "Pipe machine and 
pugJ1lill:£57. 17s. 6d." These pugmills were horse-operated, as horse labour was listed 
as a separate item. The' new brickyard was equipped with a "Bearls patent hand brick 
machine (sic): £22. 12s. Od.". On another page of the ledger this was described as 
"Patent brick machine 633 with die and cutter complete." 

The Webster 09' decision to invest in this new machinery '..as probably" r esult Qf 
the Great Exhibition of 1851. Also, in 1850, Edward Dobson had pu~l ished ~qudirentary 
Treatise on the Manufacture of Bricks and Tiles (4) i n which a nur.ber of ma chi nes are 
illustrated. On pages 62 - 65 are a description and drawings o f a hors e-q:e r:lted 
clay-mill with one pair of rollers, made by Clayton & Shut tl ewot'th of Lincol n, which 
may provide a clue to the identity of the Henry Clayton who suppl ied t he Webs t er s ' 
tile machine. However, Dobson does not mention the fi r m of Baylis & Glover '<ho 
supplied the brick machine, for which carriage was pai d f r om Londcn. 

It is sad to have to record that all this inves t ment dld no t pay .>fl'. The 
Marley Farm yard (the site of which has never positively been tdentlf~.,.J) appa ~ently 
ceased production after about 1855 and the ne'..1 yard fa iled to attrlct customers. 
The only sizeable order obtained was from a man cal!led Kemptor'l , La •..horn 103 , 800 bri cks 
were delivered at Forest Hill Station involving quite 13rge sums for c3rr1age by rail , 
but he defaulted and no money was ever received. In 1t'\54 , t ile Dri: kyard ' s c!eficit 
of £1268. 7s. 6d. had to be written off by the estate. 

The Websters' financial affairs deteriorated rapi dly and the 3attl~ A:t-ey "stute 
was put on the market in 1857 ( 1 ) • The brickyard cont i nued i n opera tion um!er the ne' 
owr.er Lord Harry Vane but, from a list of stock and 3ccounts of 1875 1nd deta ils o r' 
income and expenditure in 1886-8 (6), it never seems t o have been ~ fe r , profi tab l e 
concern. It was offered for sale in 1901 (7) and ~'3. ;; aba ndoned sh' l'tly ~fter.l~pjs( d ). 

Footnote: If readers can offer any further information 300ut t he crnch ines and tlv:i r 
makers or suppliers, this will be appreCiated. 

References: 

1. 	 Judith A. Brent. A Catalore of the Battle Abbey es tate Archh'~,", . East Sussex 

Record Office Handbook No. pp.14-15 


2. 	 The coal-fired Scotch hlns here referred to '.ere proba bly of the type illus­

trated on p.21 of Martin Hammond, Bricks and Bri::krnaking. (Shire F'Clblications, 

1981). They represented an ir.no'lations, as the kiln at Marlcy "'1rm was wood­

fired and therefore likely to be of the traditional Sussex )pen-tcpped patt~rn. 


3. 	 ESRO BAT 2954, 2955. 
4. 	 Reprinted ed. Francis Celoria OlS VolS of the Jour:lal of Cer:J.f'1ic History( 1971). 
5. 	 ESRO TDE 158. Battle Tithe Map of 1859. 
6. 	 ESRO BAT 2477, 2486-9. 7. Battle Museum '_ijr3.ry. Sale catalogue with map. 
8. 	 Third ed. O.S. (1905) Sheet. LVII/4 M. Beswick 
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TUNBRIJGE WELLS ~T OUTPOST Of EMPIRE 

Although not now in Sussex, due to the hn,mdary changes of 1901, when built in 
1:66 Tunbri~ge ·"ells \-lest Station '..Ias the f'-Jr til<"s t west point of the London and South 
Coast %ilway or.e third of a mile '}way fror:1 thei!" deadly rival the South Eastern 
Sailway at Tun:ridge '''ells Central. The terminus of U1e East Grinstead - Tunbridge 
Wells ?::ilway, it ',o/as planned on a c:1agnificent scale wi t h the station building in 
the Victorian ~ot~ic sty!e to be used as a hotel. 

Now threatened I.ith clo: 'Jre a visit is a must but not on a Sunday when it is 
closed. Set at the nead or 3n approach !'a y (note t he cast-iron lamp standard), the 
Gothic style f ront ,.. i th clock tower n"eds t o De exam~ned for many surprises, 'i:1side' 
note the ::ooki r.g hall with working gas lights, plati':rm toilets, goods shed and 
e r.gine shed ; che canopies were r emoved a decade ago on both the up and island 
placf::Jrrns. 

The s lngl e line t rack , opened i n 188' , t.e t ween the '.-les t and Cer.tral Stations is 
'.;orked by t C'a1 "1 s t a f f handed from t~ ·: s i gnal box to the t wo tr'3i ns per' hour which 
r un t o ()r fl-om Ucj(fi~ld. In 1956 t here were 66 departures and 70 arr i vals per '..Ieek 
day piU!, 9 gQ(,uS t nins Rnd a shed of 25 :!ngines. During the 18 hour s between 6 a.m. 
and Inldni6/.t Ulere wa:: on average a passenger train rrrinng or depa r t i ng every eigh t 
minut.es . The rOl.ltes were 1 Ox t ed and London via '::denbf'i dge T;:lW"Tl, 2. Oxted and 
London "19 Ea s t::;r.lTls t ead, 3 . Thr ee Bnoges via Eas t Gn nstead, 4 . Uckfield, Lewes 
3(ld Sri6hton, 5 . Heathf i el d , Ha ilsham an] Eastc.ourne , o. Tonbridge and Sevenoaks 
Vla Centra l. (Railway Magazine, Januar'l 19':i b). 

.John S. F, Blackwell 

A SVSSEX PVIATION ANNI VERSARY 

The stor'y of any pi oneer and enthusiast i c .~ven t.G r is often one of lack of cash. 
J0~e ~e i ss - ~~ ex.Parisi en engi neer and ar tist l i/i ~ in the Arun valley in the early 
yedr!i ')f t hiS century OJld wo rK ing on DO t. h po'.le r ed ~d w1-powered ai ro:: raft hit on an 
i d(;31 c,ol ut ~on. Concer. t ntlng 311 hlS erergi es on his prac t ical res earch into flYlng­
particuliirly wi.t h 1e feet span model glider~ - unti L he r an shor t of money, he would 
taKe his sketch book t o some 'rie11 known and picturesque spot : a rmed with a c; uantity 
of jrawirb~ he \Jould t hen set up a production l i ne of oil pa irxings in his studio. 
These sol d very well in America and financ ed ye t. further experiments in model and, 
ul t i.;'r..ately , manned flight. 

Weiss must have been an engaging character - bearded and knickerbockered - with 
clarity of mind to see the principles of stability provided by a swept wing. It 

~as this touch of genius that so excited Frederick Handley-Page, one of the small band 
of 3ritons working laboriously on getting into the air in the period up to 1910. 
Handley-Page must have been impressed by a Sussex "first" the previous year when 
Weiss's bird-winged glider flew from the north slope of the Downs above Amberley 
piloted b:v Eric Cordon-England (who had never flown before) but who obviously had 
suoreme confidence iD the designer and constructor. The flight lasted for approx­
i m.."1 tely one minute and i n'/olved a gain in height of around 40 feet - it may well have 
been the first r ecorded soar'ing fl i ght by a gl i de r in the United Kingdom. 

On 27th J une , 198H, the C.hal k Pits Museum plan to present a lecture to the 
Aml..erley Societ y to COrrrne~.oI·3 t e t hE' exact date of t he 75th Ann1 versary of the flight 
frOOl Amber ley t1ount. TV .3oLll h are due: to pr ovide coverage i n a news slot and it is 
hoped tha t amorgst other exhiolts a model of Weiss ' s g l ider will be on display to mark 
the event. 

Acknow}edgement.s 


Harald Penrose, '~.Brit~~ Avia tion - The Pioneer, '(ears" (Putnam 1967) 


F. Sowrey. 
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ASSOCIATION FOR INDUSTRIAL ARCHAEOLOGY ANNUAL CONFERENC~ 

Details of the A.I.A. Conference'are now available. This is to take place at 
Aberystwyth from Friday, 14th September to Sunday, 16th September,1984. 

The theme is to be mining in Mid Wales and there will be lec~ures on the Geol ogy, 
Archaeology and His t ory of Mid Wales, the Lead Industry, Botany and Mineral Prospect ­
ing, the Aberysthwyth Mint and the Roman Gold Mines at Dolcaucothi. There will be 
visits to the Llywernog Mini.ng '1t.:seum and the Na:1tyrarian Forest Centre or t he 
Cwmstwyth Mine with a trip on the Aberystwyth to Devil's Bridge narrDW gauge steam 
railway. The Rolt Memorial Lecture will be by Professor John Harris on French 
Industrial Espionage in the Eighteenth Century. The main programme starts at 
17 . 00 on Friday and finishes at 13.00 on Sunday. 

Further events take place during. the following three days and these include 
lectures on Welsh Water, the Work of the Centre for Alternative Technology and the 
Work of the Aberystwyth Plant Breeding Centre with excursions to Bronfloyd and Frongocn 
Mines, the Abermagwr Sawmill, the 18th century blast furnace and Centre f or Alternat i ve 
Technology at Machynlleth and Towyn, the Roman Gold Mines at Dolaucothi and a trip on 
the Tal-y-llyn Railway. 

·The cost for the basic Conference is £49.00 per head for Residential and 
£37.00 for non-Residential, with additional charges of £12.7Sp for full-board for 
each additional night. The costs of excurusions has to be added for the further events. 

Full details of programme and charles and the Backing Form can be obtained from 
the General Secretary. Applications have to be in by 30th JUNE or accommodation 
cannot be guaranteed. 

R. G. Martin. 

EVENTS. 

Biskupin: Poland 's Iron Age Lake Village . 

The fortified settlement of Bi s kupin in Poland ~ust be one of the most dr~a tic 
archaeological sites in Europe. It soon became clear, after i ts discovery 50 years 
ago that t he entire i ntricate foundation system and l ower parts of t he walls had 
been preserved in the marshy ground, and these with the 6,000, 000 ob jects since found, 
give an extraordinarily complete picture of life at that time. A c~prehensive 
exhibition about the site including 177 artefacts, models, graphic ill ustrations of 
life in Biskupin, photographs of the excavations and of the ~econs t ruc te1 hcuses and 
fortifi cations, as well as details of the preservation work bei ng ca r ried out,is 
being loaned courtesy of Warsaw State Museum. It will be at t he Weald & Do~land 
Open Air Museum, Singleton, W. Sussex (Tel: Singleton 348 ) t1ay 3 - July 29 , (party 
rates are available by arrangement), and will then go on tour t o Runcorn (August ) , 
Durham (September ) , Edinburgh (Oc tober ), Cambridge (November ), ,nd NJt tingham 
(December - January). 

This is a unique opportunity to study finds and details of a s ite difficult of 

access for many people. 


Margaret Challen of the Weald and Downland Museun. 

Day Conference on 'Sussex Church History' by the West Sussex Archives SOCiety, 

c/o County Hall, Chichester, West Sussex, on Saturday, 12th May at 10 .30 a.m. 

This Conference is being held at Dunford House near Midhurst at the cost of £5.75p 

which includes coffee, lunch and t ea. The s peakers are: Dr. Eric Kemp, 3ishop of 

Chichester, Brigadier John Spiller and Tan Mason. Please 3pply for ti ckets by 

21st APRIL. 

Also the above SoCiety will be having a walk around the delightful Sussex ~amlet of 

Duncton led by Dr. Peter Brandon on Saturday 2nd June at 2 p.~. 
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~~berley Chalk Pits Museum is once again (its s ixth season) open to the public. 
Last year (1983) o,er 50, 000 visitors went to the Museum, and the indications are 
that the Trustees will be correct in their confidence in 1984 being even better. 

Among the new exhibit~ tc b~ seen 3re the Carpentery and Woodturning Workshop, 
Circular Sawbench driven by a Blackstone paraffin e~~ine, radio amateur's -Shack" 
of the 1930's, part of the exis ting Wireless and Communications 2xhibition. 

The passenger carrying narrow gauge industrial railway should be open for the 
whole line from 10th June. For further information contact: Ian Dean (Director), 
Tel: 079 881 370 (day) or Littlehampton 24868 (evening). 


East Kent Mills Group will be having the following events. 


Tuesday, 15th May, at 7.30 p.m. in the Village .Hall, Woodchurch , when Paul Jarvis 
lill be talking on operating of windmills. 

Saturday, 9th June at 2 p.m. there will be a Lydd walkabout. Assemble outside 
Church gate. Tea will be arranged. Please advise if attending. 

Saturday, July 7th a mills t our will be arranged. 

30th June - 27th July there will be a Wind and Watermills Exhibition on display 
at Strood Public Library. 

Visitors are welcome to all these events, further information can be obtained from: 
Hon. Sec. Bernard D. Barber, 'Three Wents' ,. Wingham Green, Canterbury, CT3 lNJ 
Tel : 0227 72 358 

Events of railway interest are planned by the East Grinstead Town Museum throughout 
April, May and June. The Museum Soc i e ty will be having a guided tour of local rail ­
way s ites on 4th July and '"i 11 be staging an exhibi tion in the to;.m inspired by the 
centenary of the Ox ted line 30th July - 4th August. 

M. J. Leppard 

H.M. S. CAVALIER AT BRIGHTON t1ARINA 

H,M ,S, Cavalier, lau!lched in 1944, is the only survlvlng destroyer to have seen 
active service in World War II , <l nd the last r epresentative of a long line of 
'class i c ' destroyers ...hich origina ted with H.M.S. Havlock in 189 3. 

After 28 years' servi ce with the Fleet, she was placed in reserve until, in 
.977, she was bought by the H.M. S. Cava lier Trust to prevent her going to the scrap­

yard. In August 1982, the Trus t opened her to public viewi~~ in an alongside berth 
in Southampton Docks. 

\ ' 
Preserved with all her weapons, radars, sonar radios and control arrangements 

intact, she offers a unique opportunity to see for oneself how the sailor lived and 
fought in these famous small ships, which did 50 much to keep open the sea lanes on 
which Britain then 3S now depends. 

She was moved from Southampton to Brighton in November, 1983, and is now berthed 
at the Marina at Black Rock, and is open to the public daily from 10.30 a.m. 

Newsletter No. 41. January 1984. page 5: 

The bri~ kmakers on whom I supplied some information were not at Ashurst (a 
parish in West Sussex, and also a parish just over the border in Kent) but at 
Ashurst Wood, a hamlet of East Grinstead. 

M. J. Leppard 
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RECENT VISITS 

Brighton Locomotive >lorks 

On Sunday, 15th March. 1;'::4 , nearly forty memtf; ~s .3nd friencs came to SE'e 3!'":d 
hear abcut the work of this group of enthusiasts devoting t heir tIme and energi es to 
preserving ou r railway her i~3~e. Their ob: e(! t ives 3.re ~. c je,;., l -:-p ~he for'ne r Pullman 
Car Ccmpany CeJX)t at Preston ?3rk, Sr:6hton, to form a :Jl.J ,:or ( :lc ilicy fer tr.e St orage , 
Restcration, Repa ir 1nc ::x.l ibi t ion of -'t eam Railway Locomot 1\'es witl, :;r:ghton ;nd 
Sout :l," rn Rai l way 3ssocia ti vns . :·:e :r.~e rs : f the Group '": 3ve the :;ro.: rLm: : y tc work ·)n 
a range of act i vities in r 3i hay civil er.gi n;;el' i ng, 'Tt'chanical ,.~gir","r ~ng ;,nd 
histori ca l ar'eas . The ul ~l.'1".ate cI:Jecti;~ j3 to cr",.)te a .'''''Jor ' ent "e f':>r '.oSCR, S,R. 
and B.R. exhib i ~5 embrac ing t he ,~ ays ,:. f steam 3nd th ird rail electric ~ r 3c tion . Al so 
to be a major feature will ~e items r elat. l ng to the r;·.)nsU er3b Le ' PuL .:nan' h i s tur'y . 

Originally 3. g roup :of s t ew. ~n thU!'7~3sts who were 20nc e:-~.cd t.o f lrld t hat eve') 
t hough tlri .;hton is a famous r?i h lay :;)\oITl, t here wer" no ,';0; 1:.':: 5 nor any museum devot (', 
to i ts '/ery ....or:hy h~story. fhe y t ook on the task of trying t .-; :re:;t() 3. s t eam "",nt 
i n Bright on ond 1D 19132 aoncluded an 3greement. wi t n Br it i sh RaJ l "hich ., ] l .; ' ....~ th...rn lO 
occupy and develop t he for"~er Pullman Car Depot 3. t Pr eston ?1 r k , h Ol'l~ -r ~ 11!' i 'lmc.l .s 
' Brighton Bell e ', 3~ an i'l.'i t or ;c "'~n t re . The Grr,up ha"~ ~~",n ,rKlf'b 'I.r·y ri, :",d ;-or, \0 

t he r"'pair and overr.2ul :, f t t.>" olJ l ld i ng and '!ep ....' t Cl:; '1 ~ hd ·" ,hnr,;7 ·.he ; r li- 'l11 yea r s 
but has acqui r' ed t wo hi s t or h ; parcels w<lgGns , an 011 t.anY >Agor. ilnO tW(' ~'0;h'h(' s from 
the ol d '5r' ighton 5elle ' train and a :leisel shuntin£ l ,)ccrr... 1.1 ;e. ~"S: ;:Ir a t l .:.n '~'r t'k 
6n a ll these 'lehicles 1S i r. rLMld 3r:d they dre begi l 'nir~ t " :"' ga lr .' ",> ;;)f t i'I"' " or':ner' 
splendour. A r ecent agreE' l1"''' C Hi :l, 3",c ~her group -:, f en r h\J!:.3S:-i" >l l ll :"""n t. lar tnp. re 
will be mo re ?ullfr.aJ1 cCdc"les a t I. h,= D:p;:;t ~ th~ r. ,~ar fu t.ure , The s l.'~ I S 3. J "r t'icu.L 
one wiLh no road access - every t hi ng t hat cannot De car ried d,;,1Ir. "he !l""'ey Sl3ir-" i nt o 
the site must be ~rought i n ;:; 

D. ;1 . ·-·'·.X. 

MOTORI'AY. BU1LT BY STEAM 

When \/olver'l .'l.'Tlpton 13 linked direcLly t~· ' he M& rTlOto r....ay s r ·r·~l j ~" " new - '.1,:1 
carriageway to be ca l led the Slack Coun try Rout~ , It will he thln,:5 l.~) a pall' '.>: 
elderly Fowlel' 381 steal1 r.loug." i ng engines tna t ·..ere ~'alled 1; c;;rli"r' rl,; v',,' ta 
s coop t he s3tur , ted peaty s i lt f r om an "xt~ns i ve ~rea or ri'lel 'sid~ s.\oI~I-' ,1r chp. Q 1! ~n­
ment of t he new road . Because of the depth of the swamp and the prouml l y 0 f 10\1 
slung 132kV power cables, the West Mldlands County Council ,;,ptea fo r t 'le obsolete t ech 
nique of dragline dredging in preference to more modern diese l plant. 

A pat!:' of Fowler ploughing engines bui lt &5 yea r s ago and named Ti ny Tim :mj 01 
Jumbo were hired from Sussex en thus ias t Vie Mitchell and ~perated more than 600 feet 
apart on existing roads dragging a q ton scoop back and i"crth through t he 15ft dee p 
swamp on a dragline r i gged between the horizontal drums s lung under the ir boilers . 
The soft silt was removed dc.-m to tile level of t he underl ying gla Ci a l clay and lhese 
powerful and alJllost silent engines consumed only about £5 wor t h of coal per hour' , ",hUs 
working 12 hours at a t i me_ 

Engi nes of t ris type ha ve long been preferred wh8re soft ground is to be till ed 
or drained without the requirement of ::;cmpressing it by the r epeat ed passage of "­
heavy towing vehl cl e ac ross it . Ttl e success of t he t wo 01/1 BB1' s 1 ' 1 ge t t i ng 
c~paci ous dra&lir.e bucke t ac r oss a "wamp where f ew m)<jer r, ~)(cavator drivers ;.multi 
have ventured is a r eminder t hat steam plOugh~ng engine::. mad e an i r.1po rtant contri ­
bution t o t he impr0vement of t illage and land drainage . Toe adven t ;)f t he FergtJ~<;()n 
and other ' lightwei g.'1t ' trac t ors late i n the 19 30' s rea~~ D.d the inci.lence of 30i1.:; 
compressed by exessi vely heavy pl ant; but even t oday i :. ooIould be di f ficul t. to fi n'1 
a pair of winches that can handle a 4 ton dr3gline buc~e t Jnd mor e than ~ mile of 
wi r e cable with as little fuss as these r el i abl e old fowlers . 

Extract from AIA Bullet in , Spring 198W 

8 

PUBLICATIONS 

'A Guide to tne . Indus~i2l ArchaeolOC¥ of Hampshir~ and the Isle of Wight' 

edited by Pafuela MOor~, B.A. 


The gaz~teer contains nearly six hundred entries, giving details of a wide 

range of sites of interest to be found in Hampshire and on the Isle of WiClt. 

fully illustrated, it is ~v3ilable from many local bookshops or by post from: 

Sout hampton Uni-fersity Industrial Archaeology Group, till's. ? Moore , B. A. , 

clo r~partme"t of Adult Education, Univer sity of Southampton, Hants. S09 5NH 


Price fc.1'3p (Postage SOp extra) 

19th Century Rsil''''3Y Drawings. By Alan Prior. David &Charles £10 

TIlis very impressive display of the draghtsman's art is of consider'able merit in 
its own right. Carefully researched drawings of a wide range of railway equipment 
are presented, ranging from ancient wagons of about 1800 and locomotives of about 
1820 to the relatively ~odern-looking vehicles of the 1890's, many of which would 
have survived nationalisation. Standard and Broad Gauge vehicles are included, with 
a selection of permanent way, signalling and building items for good measure, drawn 
from virtually all areas of the British Isles, although there is only one item from 
South of the Thames. Unlike some books, of which the contents are disappointing when 
compared with their titles , this book contains a high proportion of drawings from the 
less-well documented first half of the 19th century. There are drawings of about 
30 locomotives, 30 coaches, ~5 wagons, 5 sets of pointwork, 4 water cranes, 4 turn­
tables and 3 sets of ~uilding details. 

The excellent quality drawi ngs, generally plan and two elevations at least for 
each item are e~sy t o follow for modelling purposes, with a bar scale on each page. 
However, more explanati :. n of some of the deta.ils would be helpful, it is unfortunate 
that there is no suggested .llfe-span for any of the vehicles, and that the subject of 
livery and lettering is so complex that lack of space has prevented any reference to 
these topiCS. 

At fi r~t s i6ht i t could appe 'lr that the wide area and period covered by the book 
~Iight de t er specia li st ~10delli ng enthusiasts, but closer examination reveals that there 
is more than enough rr~ t er ial t o Qna ble decent sized passenger or goods trains of typi ca l 
vehi cl es t.o be cons t ructed for 3ny period from a bout 1840 in most ca3es , to run any>lhere 
between Broad Guage Gr eat Wes tern of t he ~Iest Coast on the "Premier Line" to the 
Scottish bor der, or across Engl and to East Anglia via the Great Northern 'le>d Great 
::as tem. Had the drawings rela t ed to a more spec ific area and time the ,ppeal could 

ve been dimini shed. 

I t i s to be hoped t ha t ~r. Prior's initiative will be rewarded by the response 
G' enthuslasts and mode l l e rs, 50 that he will be encouraged to continue wrtat must have 
been extensive 1nd fa scina t i ng research and p' lb lish further selections, inc 1 uding 
vehi c les f r0"1 SOuth of the Thames if these can be found, and outline livery details 
..here t~e3e '3re not too complex.' 

A. G. Hosking.Mr. Prior is a member of SIAS 

BACK NUMBERS OF SUSSEX INDUSTRIAL HISTORY 

There is a steady trickle of requests for back numbers of Sussex Industrial 

rlistcry. To avcid disappointment would you please note that the availability is 

'IS follows: 


Sussex Industrial History Nos. 2, 3 &5 @ 30p per copy plus postage 

Sus sex Industrial History Nos. 7, 8, 9, 11, 12 & 13 @£1 per copy plus postage 

Quantities of Nos. 7, 8 & 11 are severely limited. 


Photo-copies of ..hole issues or i ndi'Jidual articles can be supplied at 7p per page 

plus 30p postage. Please apply to the General Secretary for any requirements. 
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Melledgen Press has announced its forthcoming publ1ca':ion of "A Gazetteer of th~ 
Railwa Contractors'" En ineers ef the West Countr 1C30-191!J" 4~pp plus 8 rnaps ond 
illustrations. Price £2. 5 inc1. p+p Published June 19 4 ISBN C Wc6 37 03 'I 

Gives comprehensive new details concerning the builders of a~k the various railw3Ys 
which were br ought into use in the West Country( i. e .South West of t he Br i;,to llGloucester,· 
Poole axis) ~e fore 1914 to~ether ',11th each component li~k's (:.~ e" i ng Ja~e for pu'; lic 
passenger tr a f fic (plus re l evant source data), In a number of C3ses al so , full jetails 
are given similarly of the varioL;s suc ': essful a nd unsucc ess ful t enders 1'.ade by these 
Little known Vic t ori a n entrepreneurs, t hus gi v ing greater -Jepth t :l the whole. 

Th19 f oun t, gaze t teer looks in de tai l s a t t oe rr.a ~ y r outes wor ked ~p by contn ·: t o rs 
in rural East Angli a . Significantly I nde~~ It was t o De here espec ially that t he lines 
o f part i cularly the leading ent repr eneurs - a n': notabl )' chose o f a jevi:)l.s Peto and 
advent ur i ng Bras sey - came to be a t 3.rnongs t t he ir ros t pote1t in the lb4) ' ,s an,j 1,'i'lO 
ac re,ss count r y ; a nd l a t er , i n t he 1860 ' s , lIhen mu lt i p l es of t heir n€'~ -", l at,e, 
unnecessary s hor te r links were ai.JDed lr:to 01' ~eased 1ir ec tly t he Tew e Xls t ' ..!'1g por t s 
and fa br i ca t ed r esor ts , 

"A Gazet teer of :he lia il,,;av Contractors "lnc! E 30­
l22~' , 44p]:l p I lls S-ma ps and illll~tra t ians . Price £~ 

The South Eas t o f Engl and comes under Gareful 3crunU 'IY to ... l!'.IstrHe. : ,.~ fr"nf'n ­
s ively a nd in sequence , which firms ,11'1d oIhlch englneers were 'it 1.le,",' 3.~,j jli..:,.~:l . '''he' 
wer e hig,h ly a cth'€, espec Ja lly ouring this region's grea t expansl<ma;y " ::u,;<.!s - t r3 ~~'"ay 
bUilding . Add i tionally a aeta l l ed coverage is g1 ven to the SQu~h 23!:"'rn ,111~ay i.n the 
1840 ' s and 1850 ' s a nd s econdl y t c the London , ~hatham t. DO'Jer flaL,;a{ tne "'ntt-]ctoJr's 
l i ne par exceEence) 1n the 1860's - the l atter :<t r'ugglir.g , not )nly · 0 C'cm>~ e 
e ve ntually t o survi ve 11'1 t he fac e o f "ttacks fr ')ffi ~ t. s ;; tronger a~d mer"- "i,'"o1l y 
entrenched rival. 

These books may ce obtained from Melledgen Press . 30 Tl'ent '~'J.y , r.,,"ndoWl'l , ::larse t ;:'H22 8uz 

A SKH ,t...3 ~1USE1JM 

The Summer 1983 edit i on of (es t e ryea r Heritage asks t he question 'How aoo,,' .1 

Skills Museum?' I ndus t r i a l Archaeol ogi sts 3.J1C1 Hlst ori ans study ,1'.any :;t s .. ects , f 
I ndustries and Crafts and try t o pr eserve much oC wha t rema i ns, but .:lrrly f~agmer\ta ry 
efforts a r e being made to l'eccwCl and ma i nta i n ,~ ,e s lulls of t.he peopl e -Ino mad~ )r 
processed t he products they study . 

The article goes on to ask ' Would it not be a good th ing if a ::o-or dinated 
training scheme could be set up t o censure t hat t here are a number of people wh,) ~ 3.n 

demonstrate a. particular craft f)f skill. These s Ki lls a re wi de r Lhan the di 3c ipl1 ne 
of the archaeologist and the local historian, f arming or c raft musel~ . For j ust as 

central bank of vegetable seed i s p lanneo coul d we no t co-ordinate the pres erva tion 
of traditional craft and indust,r ial Skills before ~ h ey bec ome exti nc t' . 

Then the challenge i s iSSUed , ~o 'lhould do " hi') ''[l thout 11Ilduly increa s i 'lg the 
load on t he al r eady overburdened volunr.eers? ' Such > ;:hallenge s hOuld no: go '.mreeded 
and 11: hilS ther ef or e been decided tha t t he AlA .:hould 3nempt t o gat.1er l nf ;)rmarion 
~hlch (!()1J ld f ':lro'l the basis o f 3. reforence for Gon,~ul tclticn oy anv:>ne l nterestea in 
'3eeki ng par t l"ui'lr s kills. Ini t l. a lly , -le must estabU sh hew much lr,f e, r'mation is 
lready dOC\,;IllenterJ . It i3 known t ha t chere are ~~g13tprs ,md di!'ect-Jries but tt,t' 

ext ent a nd scope o f t nese 1.s pr o bl emat i cal. l;he l1ext st,ep i s t.o coll",r.t. the naJllf:s Cl' 
ind i vidua l craftsmen .4110 are not ,covered by olny pub li;'hed Ltst. We ~rl011U ""'en 'le U'l 

3 post! t i on t o esta bli s h an infor aation bank and maybe In t he l onger t e r m be able to 
prov ide pract i cal assi stance . 

You can be ') f as s i stance by pass i ng ,::,n t he names r'l f pub l ica : ~ons :md indi vi c!1.'lls 

a nd their' pa r t i cul ar ski ll s t o:HarrJ .3mi th , 20 Georgewood Road , rleme l Hempstead, .-ie r ts. 

HP3 ,g M. . Tei: 0442 64510 
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CURRENT PROJECTS. 

@~k and Jill Windmills 

On November 5th the final s'.eep was hung and once again Jill sports a full set 
of sweeps. Two new sail frames t'lere made by Hole and SQn the Burgess Hill miU­
wri,;;hts, with steel stocks and these and the two usable original sails '.er'e equipped 
with a half set of shutters each, by Preservation Society members. 

The fan tail tackle which is a replica of that at Cross-ir.-Hand was craned into 
place during March. 

The mill is open on most Sunday afternoons from the end of April. 

J.S,r. Blackwell 

Cou~tershaw Water Pump 

Work has proceeded thro~~out the winter on finishing off the building, over­
hauling the pump and improving the graphical and hardware displays on rural water 
supply. As antiCipated in last October's Newsletter, a r.ew sluice-gate has been 
made and temporary repairs are in hand on the other two. 

It is intended to open the site and building to the public on the 1st and 3rd 
Suncays in each month between April and September inclusive from 11a.m. to 4p.m. 

Working parties also funct i on on these days and we badly need more helpers for 
a 'ldriety of j obs, including ma intenance of the rr.achinery, the buildip.g and surround­
ings ~nd attending to the vis itors. So if you fancy yourself as a decorator , land­
~cape gardener, public r e la t i ons per!'ion 'or just want t o s ee whant's on offer , come 
.J.lor.g! We also need an ol d off ice desk or t abl e w,i t n dr a wer , about. 4ft . by 2ft . , lU 
a sale~ table for pamphlet s ana other literatu!'e. Any offer' s woul d be very welcome; 
please cor.t.act Alan Allnutt (Chlchest er 78f:044) or' 1'11chael Palroer ( Worthing 505626). 

RECJHDING F' INDU'::TRIAL IN SUSSEX 

One,f t.1e vc,Jec.ts ..;f the Society '3S s t ated in Oll!" Constitution i s " • .. to 
['ecord the pnyslcal remains of economic lnd industr'ial activity , especia lly since 
17SQ, 1n .ne ',vlU'1ties or' East and West ~us~el< , .. . " . ,~part f rQUi a gcod start. I n 
the late 19~'s and ~arly 1970 ' s this has not been Cone and the Committee fee13 tha t 
th1~ task 13 long over ctue , 

Wt, reeJ 'lour help to ::arry out th i s operation . What is requ i red is for indi­
vidual ~r groups ef merncers to investigate and record a l l "he I,A. s i tes wit hin their 
0 '"," spec11h , local a r ea . The degree of detail lflcorpor ated in t his pre limi:Ja ry 
.nvestigat!on w1l1 aepend on the t ime avaI lable and the expert i s e of t he ~embe r . 
Please do no t ,be put ofI' if you f eel t hat you lae k the necessary knowl edge. The 
essential objf"C t of the oper a t i on is to e nsure that e very s ite, whe t he r ex i st ing 
0 1' recen t l y dest r oyed and o f ',-Ihi eh in f ormat i on is s t il l a vailable , sha ll be recorded 
J escribi r.g t he prec ise location and physica l ('ernains. Any subseque nt survey a nd 
i nvest igat ion can be done later, if nece ssa ry, by more know~edgeable members. 
Vo l un t eers will be sent full detai Is as \,ell as notes on completing Record Sheets 
f or each site. 

Enc l os ed with this Newsletter is a questiona,ire and I would be grateful if you 
will comple t e this if you feel you can assist in this very valuable piece of r~search. 
On the pr'oforma there is also a space for you to sta te specific knowledge and skills. 
It is appreciated that some of this info,mation i s also incorpcrated on the applica­
tion form for membership but much of this data is now, pOSSibly, out of date and it 
is hc ped t o set up teams who would be willing and able to carry out more extensive 
slCr'/ € 'IS of sites and to participate in emergency surveys where imminent development 
rnay destroy an unrecorded site. 

Peter Holtham and I are collating the Record Sheets and riould be grateful if 
you Nill return the questionaires to me as soon as possible. 

R.C.Martin. Gen. Sec. 
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