
This pond was called a "pit" or locally "pett", and the repeated quenching 
of these poles made very deep holes which were treated by us with great respect. 
especially in · the winter when there was some uncertainty as to whether the ice 
would beer. 
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work , FORTHCOMING EVENTS 

J.E.D. Slater, 34 Loxwood Avenue, Worthing, BNl4 7RA. (Worthlnq 212549) Visits 1905 

Resignation 
10th May, Saturday. (As visits programme card ) 

A.C. 	 Hasling, "Stari Dam", Pook Hill, Levant, Chichester. Frank Gregory's Mystery Tour of Mills. Meet at High Salvington Windmill 
MR TQ 123067. Parking will be difficult so please park with CARE. 

Change 	of Address As the visit clashes with the one day course at Chichester on I.A. Developments, 
we have agreed to combine so that for the afternoon those attending the courseJ. Carver, The Bungalow, Warningcamp, Near Arundel. 
. ill join us on the mill visits. See last newsletter for details of the course. 

Change of Telephone Number and Correction of Address 29th June, Members Evening, 7.00 pm. 
This will be at MARLIPINS Museum in Shoreham High Street by kind permission ofH.W. Fermer, 170 Hangleton Way, Hove, BN} BER. (Brighton 410602) 
Sussex Archaeology Society. Coffee will be served and a small charge will be 
made to cover a donation to the museum funds. One o~ two talks but time toOFFICERS 
chat and get to know each othe r. 

Chairman Air Marshal Sir Frederick Sowrey, Home Farm, Herons Ghyll, 
The Committee are calling an Extraordinary General Meeting which is to be 	 heldUckfield immediately prior to the Members Evening . A formal Notice of this meeting isVice Chairman J.S.F. Blackwell, 21 Hythe Road, Brighton, BNl 6JR 

enclosed with this Newsletter to members.(0273 557674)
General Secretary R.G. Martin, 42 Falmer Avenue, Saltdean, Brighton, BN2 OFG 20th July, Saturday, 2.00 pm. (As visits programme card) 

(Office 0273 28479, Home 0273·33B05) A Walk Around Storrington Mill Sites. Meet in the shopping precinct car park.
Treasurer & J.M.H. Bevan, 12 Charmandean Road, Worthing, ONl4 9LB 

10th August, 10. 30, All Day Visit to a Sussex Town.Membership Secretary 	 (0903 35421) ( Still looking for some assistance to organise this. See next newslette r 	 forEditor B. Austen, 1 Mercedes Cottages, St. Johns Road , Haywards details.
Heath, RHl6 4EH (H.H. 41 5845 ) " 

Programme Secretary D.H. Cox, 3 Middle Road, Partridge Green, Horsham, RHl3 8JA 21st September, Saturday, (as visits programme card) Cranbrook Windmill. 
(Office 0293 27777 ext. 3340, Home 040 3 7111 37 ) 

12th October, 10.30 am. Visit to Harvey's Brewery, Lewes.E. Sussex Secretary A.J. Haselfoot, Albion House, Coburg Place , Has ti ngs 
Numbers will be restricted for this visit and Initiall y to members only. ALL(0[,24 4, 6260) 
members wishing to attend MUST .JRITE to D.H. Cox at least one week beforehandW. Sussex Secretary R.M. Palmer, 11 Arlington Close, Gor i ng- by-Sen, Worthing, 1 

s t at i ng their intention to attend. It all depend s on YOU. First come firstBNl2 4S T (0903 5056 26) served.Central Sussex J.s .r. Blackwell, 21 Hythe Roed, Brlqhton, BNl 6JR 

Secretary . . (0273 557674) , Final point. D. Cox is looking for two or three people who are not committee 
"Jorth Sussex E.W. Henbery, 10 Mole Clo,~e, Langle y Green, Crawley 	 membe rs to jOln him to form a small committee to help organise the annual pro­
Secretary (0293 2348ll gramme pf vi s its. He has done this 	alone for several years and it is time the 

, oad was spread around on several shoulders. So how about it? 
COMMITTEE MEMBERS 

A. G. Allnutt B. Austen D.H. Cox F.W. Gregory E. W. Henbery
P. J . Holtham E.W. O'Shea R.M. Palmer G.G. Thomerson M.F. Tighe - 1 ­

PLEASE NOTE: Latest acceptance date for copy for July News letter is 15th June 
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Event s organised by ot her Socie ties: 

11th May, Saturday, Open Day at Hangleton Manor Dovecote - see separate item. 

11th May, Saturday, AGM of the Federation of Sussex Local History Societies at 
10.45 am at \·Jeald Community School (near the station) Billingshurst, followed 

by a 'walkabout ' and other events. All members of SIAS welcome. 


EXH la IT IONS 

Exhibition staged by our Socie t y - "Transpqrtation for Ashdown Forest through 
the ages" at Ashdown Forest Centre, Wych Cross from Tuesday 4t h June to 30th 
June. Daily (except Mondays ) . Tues-Fri - 2-5 pm, Sat. & SUII. - ll-5 pm. 
Admission free. 

East Grinstead Town Museum, East Court, East Grinstead. 
New for 1985 - A permanent displa y on local 18th and 19th century road transport 

including an original 18th century local turnpike Act and turnpike ti ckets 
with models of contemporary local scenes. 
A new selection of recent accessions; postcard views within a six mile radius 
by Harold Connold, 1926-59, and old toys and games. 

.'>ORTH SUSSEX AREA SECRETARY 'S REPORT 

The Crawley Borough Council have begun the task of repainting I field tt,ill which 
was last carried out during ~storation (circa 1977/ 8 ) . Scaffoldinq is now 
erected and work is expected to take until the end of Apr1l. We s hall also be 
carrying out maintenance and painting on the waterwheel during lhe Spring and the 
two events should result in a pristine appearance 'during 1985 . 

Work will also continue on various internal projects during 1985. 

Lowfield Heath Windmill 

We have liaised with an interested Group at CharlwoOd regarding possible 
restoration but contact with the owners has not yet result ed in ony positive 
actions being possible. Further meeting is arranged to cons ider the various 
courses of action open to us. 

Recording of Industrial Sites - N. Sussex 

The recording of sites throughout the county is one of the aims of the S.I.A. S. 
and we shall shortly be covering the CRAWLEY AREA .as part of this exercise. We 
have, on loan from CRA\,LEY MUSEUM SOC IETY a set of 26" (1910-1946) maps frn"'. which ( "­
to list such items as Wind Pumps, Brickfields, Mills, Railways, water & Sewage I 
~orks etc, etc. We are keen to i nclude local and perhaps little known s i tes and 
it would be very useful if Members with any such knowledge could contact: ­

Ted Henbery, 10 ~'ole Close, Langley Green, Crawley, Sussex. Tel. Craldey 2348l. 
we hope to extend the area in due course to link up with other areas already 
tJeing surveyed. 

E. w. HE~'BERY 

CENTRAL SUSSEX AREA SECRETARY'S REPORT 

Ji 11 Windmi 11 

Jill is now free to turn with the complet i on of the fantackle and the laying 
of the track for the step wheels to run upon. (J1 ll being a pos t mill is con­
structed so that the body complete with sweeps and near ac cess steps rotates on a 
fixed centre post upon whi ch it "balances"). Work is now progressing on setting 

up the milling equipme nt which entails levelling the bed stone, making a foot 
step bearing in wh1Ch the quant sits; and re-cogging the brake wheel, to be able 
to engage w1th t he bevel gear or. the quan t , and hence turn the upper runner stone 
t o enable gr1nding to take place. The exterior cladding and roof of the round­
house will also be repla ced this summer. Jill is open to visitors most Sunday 
afternoons. 

Railway Bridge - Brighton 

Over the Easter ~eekend the rail~ay bridge over New England Road Brighton 
will be replaced. If this Newsletter arrives before then a visit may well be 
worthwhile as hidden beneath later Victorian accretions is the original 1841 
stone bridge. 

JSFB 

SUSSEX INDUS TR IAL ARCHAEOLOGY: A F1eld Guide 
Phillimore pp 99 + x ( 1985 ) . £3.95 

The Fiel d Guide was published in January and by now members who have ordered 
copies th rough the SOCie ty should ha ve rece ived them. The book has been taken up 
by bookse ll ers throughout the Coun ty and should provide valuable public1ty fo r the 
SOCiety and income through royalties, and sales at functions at which we are 
represented. Over three hundred sitesof lA interest are described coveri ng the 
ent1re counties of East and Wes t Susse x and the book has been produced in a 
handy format which will enable it t o s lip easily into pocket or bag to act as a 
companion on one's journeys. Publicity has been given to date in the West 
Susse x Gazette and on Radio Sussex. 

There may come a time in the futur e when a revised or new edition will be 
necessary and with this in V1ew, comments on the publication would be welcomed. 
Ian Dean, Director of the Cha lk Pits Museum has a lready provided a number of 
helpful remarks and has also spotted one error . The Bognor Regis bus s tat10n ha s 
not been converted into shops as stated . He also informs uS that the Clay Lane, 
Storrington Tol l House has now been e xtensi vel y enlarged wh ich has not improved 
its appearance and questionably dama ged it s value as an his tori ca l building. 

Copies of the fie l d Guide are available from Ro n Martin at £3. 95 , post 
paid. If you buy from the SOCiet y you will the refor e pay no more than from a 
bookseller and our fund s wi ll benefit. 

A.I.A. CONfERENCE . 1985 

The Annual Conference of the Association for Industrial Archaeol ogy is being 
held this year in the Uni versity of Strathclyde in Glasgow on the weekend of 
Friday, 13th to Sunday. 15th September . There i s a very fu ll programme including 
lectures on the Scottish cotton 1ndust r y, brewi ng, distilling , Shipbuilding, and 
visits to t he Scot ti sh Mining Museum, the Bo'ness He ritage Ar ea and a trip with 
the Scott ish Ra1lway Preservat10n Society. The annual Rolt Memorial Lecture 
will be given by Dougl as Hague who organised las t yea r s con ference a t Aber ys t wyth . 
The week-end w1ll be precede d by fo ut day s of u~s i t s to HMS UNICORN, t he Fishing 
Museum, an ea rly blast fur nace , l e ad m1n1ng areas, and an Ed1 nburgh brewery. 

I ha ve attended the last two conferences and they proved most stimulating 
and r ewar ding. Full details are now avai lable and the latest da te fo r book1ngs 
1S 28th J une. If any member is interest ed I can let them have a Booking Form. 
The cost of the ."eekend on a r es i dent ia l basis is £64 pe r he ad or £60 per head 
double. I intend to go up for the whol e week, travelling up on Monday 9th and 
returning on Sunday. If all four seats are f 1lled the cost wou ld not ex ceed £20 
per head fo r t r avell i ng expens es (as compar ed with £90 s econd cl as s return by 
rail ). Would any membe r i nt e rested i n t race l llng up ~ith me in my car pleas e 
contact me. RON MARTIN 
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TREASURER'S REP ORT 1983/84 

The Accounts in front of you are the flr st t o re f lect t he new Sub scriptl on 
rates that came into for ce from 1st Apr il , 1984 and you w1. ll see that our i ncome 
from annual s ubscriptions has increased f rom £66 2 to [J , 059 . Thi s year we have 
al so had the beneflt of two year's ta x recovery on co venanted subs c riptlons and 
it i s good to see that t he number of new co venants a r r anged in connection wl th 
the revi s ed subs cription ra t es has resul ted in our i ncome f r om t h i s sour ce bei ng 
increased from £48 to £1 23 . These figure s demons t rat e how va l uab le a s our ce of 
income these covenant s are and perhaps I could mentlon that a number of early 
covenant s have now been i n forc e for seven years and! wlll be writing to the 
membe r s conc e rned ln t he hope that they will agree to replace them wlth fresh 
covenants. The other items of income do not call f or particular comment. 

On the expend i t ure side you wl l l see that our administra tive costs continue 
to show an apparentl y ine xorable increas e and the tot a l of t he first four I t ems 
of expenditure has increased from £494 last year to £799 this ye ar, an increas e 
of no less than 61 % in twelve months. 

Regarding SERI AC we inher i t ed £30 last year from Surrey Un iv ersi t y ar is i ng 
from the 19B3 Conference and have passed on £62.67 to the Eas t Kent Mills Group 
for the 1985 Conference a fter pay ing all our costs . This flgure of £62 .67 is 
included in the ltem f or expenditure of £104 .86 and of course leaves a nil 
balance in the SERIAC account. 

Turning to the assets of the SOCiet y we have durlng the year built up an 
investment of £1,100 ln the National Savings Bank Investment Account and t his 
is currently earning interes t at 12%. 

As to the individual Funds of the Soc iety, shown on a separate statement in 
your possession, you will see that our General Fund ha s increased from £266 last 
year to £76 3 thi s year , but any rejoicing over this improveme nt must be modified 
by the f act that we have not ye t paid for Sussex Industr ia l Histor y No. 14. You 
wil l notice t hat a Reserve Fund appears for the first tlme and your Committee 
intends to t ry to build this up by c rediting to this Fund our income frem invest­
ments to the e xtent that this is not attributabl e to 1.ndividual restoration funds. 
Coultershaw Restoration Fund includes the Dorothea Award of £100 of which mention 
is made elsewhe re, and i t i s gratifying to see that although expenditure at 
Coulters haw has increased from £402 to £6Jl the Fund i s up from £474 to £718 
3fter taking into account income from visitors to the Mlll. 

During the year we have welcomed 18 new Members and one new Life Member ; 
however there are still 11 members who have not paid their sub sc rlption due last 
April and I will be very glad to hear from these. 

Finall y I "ould like to expres s the best thanks of the Committee and myself )
to our Honorary Auditor Mr. Michael Tighe who ha s once aga i n audited these 
Accounts, no light task for completion in the short time available. 

J.M.H. Bevan, Hon. Treasurer. 

AMBERLEY 	 CHALK PITS MUSEUM 

The dreadful weather during the winter, and in particular the frost, has 
meant that building work on site has run rather behind schedule. The Museum re­
opened on March 24th and staff and volunt ee rs worked at full pressure to flnlsh 
roads, paths , buildings, exhibits and graphiCS. 

The area in front of the old office block has been drastically altered , with 
level s al-ered to improve dralnage, roads laid, and the llme kiln area opened up 
for better display and circulation. 

One new and exciting exhlbit is a 1920's kitchen, created from ' our stores 
of domes tic utensils and machines. The soc ial aspects o f industrial history are an 
important part of the overall s tory. 

Redland Brlcks dona ted over 6000 paving bricks in February, and these are at 
present being laid in the new Pottery 8arn, and the Municlpal Engine House. 

Following month s of negotiati ons the First War "Baldwin" locomotive rescued 
from a sugar mill in India has landed in England, and this renarkab l e 
su r v i ~or i s now on show. Industrlal railways had s everal of the 
engines prior to the Second War, but very few survived post-war, and all the ones 
in Britain have long since been cut up. 

The Museum is currently pursuing a policy of improvement and completion of 
existlng projects, and visitors during the coming season will notice considerable 
improvements. 

Wanted: 	 An y trade catologues of tools and machines, town directories, company 
hi stor y publications ( south-east only ) are required by the Chalk Pits 
Museum. 

SUSSEX FARM MUSEUM TRUST 

The Nature Trail at Horam Manor, East Sussex (entrance at TQ 576 171 - car 
park near the Village Hall at present ) is being expanded this season to provide a 
wider interpretatlon and hlstory of the adjacent 250 acres, covering the 500 or 
more years since the land was opened out from the wet woodland of the southern 
Weald. 

The 15th century barn has been rebuilt to house exhibits on all aspects of 
land usage, from changes in farming methods and the management of woodland to the 
exploitation of the local iron deposits and the use of the clay sub-soil to manu­
facture bricks and tiles. 

This latter exhibit is being assembled by the Brick Study Group of S. I . A. S. 
and will consist of a brick - moulding bench and bearing-off ba r row, s alvaged from 
the derelict Berwick brickyard ( and now restored by Wilfrid Beswick ) , explanA­
tor y material including photographs (by John Upton ) and documents relati ng to 
bri ckyards in the localit y ( assembled by Molly Beswick). 

The Nature Walk (entrance 35p ) will be open daily from 9.30 am to 5.30 pm 
between Easter and the end of O~tober . Entry to the Interpretation Centre will be 
free unti l such time as the various demonstrati ons, exhibits and stands are 
suffici entl y de veloped to be worthy of a charge in their own r ight. That inc ome 
can then bec ome available for as sistance towards regular staffing and gradual 
improvement. 

We hope that members will support this venture . A visit could be combined 
with a tour of the Merrydown Cider factory nearb y . For this, advance booking is 
nece s sary ( tel. Horam Road 2401 ). Further information about the Farm Museum can be 
obtained from Maj or M. Goulden (tel. Horam Road 25 97) . 

invited to attend 8n open day at Hangleton Mano r on 
5a turda~. 11 th May 19B5. The r e Wi l l be a displ ay of photographs. ske tches and 
other items e F Interest r~Jatlng t o Sussex dovecotes, t oge the r With a model and 
archi t ectural malerlal by student s o f the school of a r chItecture of Brighton 
Po l ytechn l~ toge t he r wl t h demons t r ations of chalk masonry , fl l nt work and 
carpentr y, depending upon pro~ress on t he site. 



At 10.30 am and 2.30 pm visitors will be conducted around the building 
and ~ork benches where the volun t ~ ers will display the skills that they have 
acquired ,t ,'lst ~orklng on the projec t. 

MornLng coffee and afternoon tea will be availab le in the Tudor Room at 
appropriate t imes and it is hoped that some o f the r ooms of the manor will be 
open to visitors . 

At 4. 30 pm t here wi ll be a ta l k , i ll us tr a t ed by slides on the ba ckground of 
t he doveco te and t he work of restora t {on by t he pr o ject dl recto r . 

~L L IS fRE[ but we do hope tha t v i si to rs wi l l contrib ute gene rousl y t o the 
cost of the restora ti on . Hang leton Mano r i s the on l y continuous l y occupi ed 
medi eval bUi lding in our area . The r estor at ion IS being carr i ed out by volunteers ~)
f r om loca l a r chaeologi cal and conserva t i on groups and is wor thy of your whole~ 
hea rt ed suppo r t . Do come alo ng so tha t you can app reci a te the e f forts of these 
dedicated worker s. 

E.l' . o' SHEll., PROJECT OIRE CTOR 

~N ECHO FROM PIDDINGHOE 

One of the nicest presents t ha t I could poss ib ly hav e rece ived was a 
Chr I stmas Card from Philly~ and Mi ke Wi lk l nson , 
J ohn o f Piddinghoe Kiln. 

It wa s a reproduction of a wa t e r colour of 
dated 1850 and shows in the fo reground the two 
on the site of the existing modern Kiln Cottage. 
these kllns are recognisable in the boiler house 
background can be seen the kiln WhICh we rebUil t 
be l ching smoke and busy worki ng . 

jo i nt o,", e r s wi t h Mike ' s brother 

the bri ckworks at Pi dd inghoe 
kil ns which we re mo re or l ess 

Pa r t of t he foundat i on s of 
at lowe r ground leve l . In the 
a few yea r s ago and all are 

In the space between the kiln s is a hacking area, whlCh dispells my theory 
that there could ha ve been a Scotch kiln or clamp burning area , but it is 
gratifying to see that my profile o f the cap, inspired by a photograph of East 
Grinstead kiln, since demolished, is almost Identi cal. 

The discovery of the pi c ture is in itself quite extr80rdinary. A lady 
li v ing In a cottage in Uckfi e ld has owned the picture for many yea rs and had never 
seen the Piddinghoe Kiln, so she decided to visit ta k ing the pic t ure wi th he r . 
It is believed that the picture was given to a nurseryman in Uckfi eld by Someone 
from Piddinghoe In settlement of a debt. 

LW. 0' SHEA 

RECORDING FOR BEGINNERS 

Those who attended SERIAC at Sussex Uni versity las t April will recall that 
Dr. ~ell Cossons (Director of the National Maritime Mu s eum ) stressed the impor­
tant task of recording I.A. sites before they disappear. To this end our Hon. 
Cen. Secretary Ron Martin is nurturing a scheme for members of this Society to ) 
re cord all pre-World War 11 I.A . sites in the county. So far, the response has 
been disappointing In that there are too many blank area ~ on his map indicating the 
locations where members are active. .) 

Do not be overawed by the task l Another member, Eric Harris, and I have 
started as newcomers in the field of recording and have already recorded two 
local villages. 

Initiall y all that Ron Martin requires is: 

What is it? 

Where is it ? (map reference) 

What Industry? 

Who owns it~ 
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When was it started? 

When was it last active ? 

Where can further in forma tion and documen t at ion be obtaIned? 


This is not dlffic ul t ; first go t o the loc a l l ibrary to s tudy a large scale 
map for possible sites , and a lso r esea rc h in the reference sectlon for any 
r ecent histories. Lit t l e of I.A. i nterest wi ll be found i n such books but the 
names of local personali t i es can usual ly be d i s co vered (possibly the au thor ) . 
Their addresses and t e lephone numbers can then be t urned up In the t el ephone 
dlre c tory , and contac t made in thiS Wa y . Then vis it t he si tes making no t es of 
re le van t facts, and ta l k to t he ol des t lnhabitan ts ( endea vourI ng t o select f ac t 
fr om f an t asy I ) and to anyone e l s e with l ocal knowl edge. Owner s o f s ites wd l 
quit e like l y nave doc ument s l odged wi th thei r bank or so ll c i Lor ~h i ch t hey would 
be prepared to make avai l abl e Wi t h adeQuate notice, where the fa c ts ma y be corr obo­
rated. Mor e sites may become apparen t when s peaking to people on the subjec t, and 
by one's own observations. It has been f ound very helpful to s how a SI AS member­
ship card ( In plastic envel ope for protection) when approaching people for Infor­
mation. It ac ts an an immediate passport and makes them fee l that you are 
'genuine' . 

When all this has been achieve d, fill in a pro forma s upplied by Ron Martin 
for t he purpo se , send It to hlm, and he will decide whether any s ites so r ecorded 
are wo r thy of further investigation by a more experienced team to record in more 
detail i.e. measurements &c. In order to avold overlaps and gaps It IS inten ded 
that membe r s should record only in the locali ty In which they live, but if t hat is 
devoid of mat eria l then Ron would allocate volunteers to an area with a more 
industrious past. 

Please let Ron hav2 many more vol unteers so that we may become 
mo re acti ve, performing one of the ma l n objects of the Society ~ lth grea t e r 
enthusiasm. I i you are abo ut to start out, please check with Ron that your 
area has not already been co vered. 

GORDON THOMERSON 

WHAT'S IN YOUR WILL? 

It has seemed to me for some time th at there is a lot of Industrial 
Archaeological material which membe rs have acquired, collected,photographed or 
researched, much of which may be lying around in the back of a cupboard or drawer. 
None of us IS immortal and it worries me that much valuable I.A . material which 
may have taken many hours of patient research, should be lost if such material is 
destroyed by some unsympathetic executor. 

I have recently had my will redrafted and my solicitor has included the 
follow1ng clause which could be modified according to c ircumstances. I strongly 
recommend that any member who possesses any I.A. material should add a Similar 
codi c il to their will. 

"I GIVE free of capital transfer lax to my Executor all my paper s 
photographs books magazines and other articles and e ffe c ts which 
I may have at the date of my death and which relate to my study 
of Industrial Archaeo logy on trus t that they shall be produced to 
the Susse x Industrial Archaeological Society acting by their Chairman 
or General Secretary for the time being in the hope that the y will 
retain the whole or such part as they shall in their absolute 
discretion select of those items and the receipt of the Chairman 
General Secretar y or other proper Officer for the time being shall be 
full and sufficient dis charge to my Executor for the gift herein. 
Any such items not being selected by the Sus s ex Industrial Archa eo­
logical Society shall fall to form part of my res lduary estate". 

RON MARTIN 

- 7 ­



BATS 

No' Not Brighton buses nor the willow variety. I am concerned with the furry 
flying variety. In the course of our I.A. acti vi ties you may come across 
them and it is as wel l to know where we stand. They are to be found i n dark 
buildings and cave like structures such as mines, cellars, ice houses and lime 
kilns. 

The Nature Conservancy Council is th e govenment body responsible for the 
conservation of bats and the following notes are issued by them: 

Under the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 it is illegal for 
anyone without a licence intentionally to kill, injure or handle a 
wild bat of any species in Great Britain; to possess a bat, 
whether alive or dead; or to disturb a bat when roosting. Ringing 
or marking bats or photographing them (except when they are flying 
outdoors) thus requires a licence from the NCC. It is also an 
offence to sell or offer for sale any wild bat, whether alive or 
dead, without a licence. (Sale includes hire, barter and exchange ). 
But the law does allow you to tend a disabled bat in order to 
release it when it recovers, or to kill a seriously disabled bat 
which has no reasonable chance of recovery. 

Bats have been gi ven fuller protection than other protected wild 

animals because of their special requirements for roosting. It is 

now an offence to damage, destroy or obstruct access to any place 

that a bat uses for shelter or protection or t o disturb a ba t while 

it is occupying such a place; and this applies even in houses and 

outbuildings. The only exception is for bats in the living area of 

a house. Otherwise the NCC must be notified about any proposed 

action to get rid of bats or any operation likely to disturb them or 

their roosts' and must then be allowed time to advise on whether the 

action or operati on should be carried out and, if so, on the method 

to be used and its timing. 


To summarise, do not kill or injure bats, or disturb them when 

roosting, or block entrances to their roosts; and only handle them 

to remove them carefully from the living area of your house or to 

feed and tend them if this is essential. If bats are unwanted, do 

not take action yourself; obtain advise f rom any NCC office. 

Application for licences should be made to the NCC's London address. 


This explanation s hould be regarded only as a guide to the law. In 

cases of doubt, reference s hould be made t o sect10ns 9-11 and 16-27 

of the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981. 

The local office of the Nature Conservancy Council is: ~ 
Nature Conservancy Council South East, Regional Sub-Office, 
73a High Street, Lewes, East Sussex. Telephone Lewes 476595. 

RON MARTIN 

CROFTON BEAM ENGINES 

Just above the highest point of the Kennet and Avon Cana l at Cro fton in 
Wi ltshire is a pumping station built to top- up the wa t er For the cana l . The re 
are two Corn1sh pump i ng engine s , the ol dest o f which is reputed t o be the oldest 
working steam engi ne In t he wor ld . Th i s engine s tarted i t s act1ve service i n 
1812 when Napoleon was ret rea t ing from Moscow, and t h ree years before Water l oo. 

lhe engine has a 42 inch bore and a maxi mum stroke of 8 feet and WBS 
bui l t or ig i nally to James Watt's design. It was conve r ted to a f ull Cor n1sh 
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cycle 30 yea rs later. Apart from r egu lar maintenance it has had almost no work 
done on it until recently when an inves tigation was made owing to an unfamiliar 
sound . an d it was fo und that all the in te r nal parts were in excellent order. 
A fi ne commendation for the men who cons trurled the eng1ne and the mate r ia l s 
they used . 

Both the engines at Crofton ar e steamed every weekend throughout the 
f ea r and together the y can move a Quarter of a million gallons an hour. 

FR OM THE PAPERS 

Sale of Brickyard 

Four hundred thousand br icks and tiles , bri ck making implements, planks 
etc. to be so l d by Auc tion by Veral l & Sons on Friday 20th March 1629 the 
whole of t he s t ock and implement s of the brick yard at Ki ngs ton Nr. Lewes 
( the said yard being about to shut up ) cons isting of about 400 ,000 of very 
good kiln bricks 21,000 ti les ri dge and hip do, drain bricks 600, lees barrows , 
planks, sh ovels , pok e rs boards, t ables, box horses etc. 

Extracted from the Brighton and Ho ve Herald March 7th 1829 by J S Blackwell. 

FIRST VISIT 1985 

On Saturday 16th March a vi s i t was arranged jointly with Croydon Airport 
SOCiety to two 1930's airports - t he Beehive at Gatwick in the morning, followed 
by Shoreham in the afternoon . 

At the Beehive John K1ng , Chairman of the Croydon Society gave a fascina­
t ing talk on the origins of Ga tw ick as a centre for flying, leading t o its 
development as an airport. An ar t icle in the October 1984 Newsletter by Sir 
Fre de rick Sowr ey covers this mor e fully. We were also treated to a visit to the 
British Airways Helicopter ma i ntenance and repair hanger. 

In the Reception Hall at Shor eham we Ilstened to another interesting 
histor y o f the aviation world. Shoreham was one of the first half dozen fl ying 
fields in the country. Only thre e of the original still remain, and Shor eham is 
the only one still operating as a publi c licensed aerodrome. We were privileged 
to go upstairs and listen to th e Air Traffic Controllers at work speaking to 
va rious pilots operating planes, and to get a grandstand view of the airport. We 
were also shown ov e r the hangers wher e many different types o f light aircraft 
were to be see n. 

A very good turnout of about 40 attended each vis it in spite of the 
wintry weather. This sort of attendance is very encour aging to Don Cox, but as 
you will have read earlier 1n thls Newsletter he is lOOking for more practical 
support in arranging these ve r y en joyable outings which enable us to get together 
as a society. 

John King is preparing material on the Beehive at Gatwick for a booklet 
on its history, some of which may be used in an article in Sussex Industrial 
History. If any member is able to contribute information, pho t ogr aphs etc. to 
this venture, ~ould they please contact John King at: 44 Le May Avenue, Grove Park, 
London. SE12 9GU 

POLEGATE WINDMILL 

Please note that Polegate Windmill has not yet been completed as repo rted 
on p.4 of Newsle tter ~o. 45. Lawrence Stevens tells us that muc h is goi ng on at 
the windmill and he will keep us in the picture. The mill will be open 10 am ­
5 pm during National Mills Day, Sunday 5th May 1985. 
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LOCAL RADIO COVERACE 
The following letter from Radio Sussex is copied from the Autumn 1983 

Newsletter of the Federation of Sussex Local Histo r y Societles and is still 
relevant . 

BBC RADIO SUSSEX 

Dear Editor, 

As you will know our 'Sussex Scene' programme often 

interviews authors of articles, and others, in your 'Sussex 

History' (and your Newsletter ) . Reading your various publi ­

cations brings home to me how much local history (and kindred 

subjects) is being written up at this moment and that here at 

Radio Sussex we perhaps glimpse only the tip of the iceberg' 

1 wonder if you would care to put a paragraph in your Newsletter 

indicating our interest in Sussex history so that the 

secretaries of societies, authors of reports, organisers, and 

so on, would be encouraged to get in touch with us? 


We can't always decide to broadcast of course, just as 

there will be some who find the idea of going 'on the air' 

rather alarming, but I am sure there is a rich vein of research 

etc. yet to be tapped. 


With best wishes, 

Yours sincerely, 

DAVID ARSCDTT, 
PRODUCER. 

Note: There is also a BBC local radio studio at Eastbourne. 

NOTE FOR WIRELESS ENTHUSIASTS (and others) 


I have a number of wireless valves, copies of 'Practical Wireless 1958-60' 

ballraces of grinding wheels which I would be happy to give to any member if 

they would care to contact me. 


P. J. COX 

37 Dickins Way , Horsham, Sussex. 


INDUSTRIAL HISTORY TOURS IN NORTH ~£ST SUSSEX ). 
Four Evening Excursions from Midhurst 

The series of talks on the industrial history of the Midhur s t district 

gi ven last winter by Vic Mitchell led t o a demand for visits to the sites 

descr i bed. They will be by luxur y coach fitte d with a publ ic address s ystem 

so t ha t he will give an account o f each location before it is r eached . Some 

s tops will be for a brief look over a fence and others will 1I1volve a detailed 

study on foot. 


Visits will be made to former bri ckworks , r a ilway s t ations , water mills, 

iron works, canal locks, li me ki lns and t he his tory and deve lopment of the l ocal 

roads will be looked at en route. 


All tours will commence at Midhurst (Nor th Street car pa rk) at 7.00 pm. 

The coach may be joined at Chichester statlon (south car pa rk ) at 6 .30 pm at 

no extra cost. A different direction will be taken each evenl ng and can be 

enjoyed by non-industrial minded spouses, as the area is obvious ly and officially 

"of outstanding natural beauty". 
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Seats are limited and so early application is advised (closing date May 

31st). The total cost is [12 per person for the four evenings but it is not 

possible to make refundS or reductions for fewer tours taken. 


Dates: 	 June 18th and 25th 

July 2nd and 9th 


For further information please telephone Middleton Press - Midhurst 3169. 

NI NFIELD INDUSTRIES IN THE NINETIES 

recently discovered an interesting bound typescript in the County 

Library at Lewes called "Ninfield in the Nineties" by A. T. Ridel who was 

village schoolmaster and the son of the previous village schoolmaster and 

obviously a lad in the nineties. The whole, which can be borrowed, is of 

interest but an extract on brickmaking is reproduced here. An extract on the 

tanyard will follow in a subsequent Newsletter. 


"Brickmaking 

Jesse Russell had a brickyard in the hollow below Lower Street on the 

farm owned by Mr. Greest. The clay has long since been worked out, and the 

yard closed. The kiln was in full use at this time, and William Knowles, who 

lived in Lower Street, was Jesse's right hand man. 


Probably the house where Jesse lived is still called Russells Cottage. 

All the work in the yard was done by man power, and the overflow stream 

from 'The Spring' supplied tha necessary water. 


It seemed a pretty muddy job. The clay had to be dug and weathered and 

then mixed wlth water into pug. 


Bricks, tiles and field drain pipes were the main output. And the slick 

manner in which a lump of wet clay was slipped into a sanded wooden mould the 

shape of a brick and wiped off with a kind of wooden plasterer's trowel, again 

sanded and taken on flat trolleys to form a long line built into a sort of wide 

wall, spaced to allow ventilation, and covered with moveable roofs to dry out, 

wa~ of great interest to us. 


This work produced strong arms and wrists, and it was remarkable the speed 
with which they would turn out those bricks. 

The actual burning of the bricks took place in a nearby open kiln. 

This kiln, or "kell" as it was called locally, was of t/'le Sussex type, 
that is, it was rectangular in shape, open at the top, with an entrance on the 
west side. It was built solidly of bricks and banked up to the top of two sides 
with earth. This particular kiln was about fourteen feet deep with sides north 
and south of about fifteen feet, and east and west about nine feet . 

The floor was an iron grating on brickwork piers, and the furnace a space 

below. The wood fire was fed through two tunnels on the east side and lording 

faggots from a huge faggot stack clo~e by provided the fuel. 


The dried bricks would be carefully built up in the kiln leaving sufficient 
space for the heat to pass up through. 

We would go down occasionally to see the burning in operation and it seemed 
to strike us that it entailed an awful consumption of valuable 'lordings'. 

faggot after faggot was thrust along the tunnels into the raging furnace 

by means of long poles which would emerge almost, if not quite on fire, to be 

invned l ately thrust into a nearby pond. 
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