
SUSSEX INDUSTRIAL 


~ ARCHAEOLOGY SOCIETY 

Weal den Iron Exhi bi ti o n 

An exhibition un THE IRON INDUSTRY OF THE WEALD. prepared by Mr. B.K . 
Herbert of the Wealden Iron Research Group is b"ing staged at the Museunl. This 
wi 11 be on show during the normal opening hours (Wednesdays and Saturdays 2·4 p. m.) 
till the end of March . The display includes models , diagrams , pictures and specimens 
with explanations. Mr. Herbert has written a bouk The Fieldwalker ' s Guide a nd An 
Introduction to the Iron Industries of the Weald (available from the Museum -it-u:50 
plus postage). 

I.A . REVIEW INDEX 	 will be cont inued in the April Newsletter. 

1 PROGRAMME OF VISITS FOR 1986 

MEMBERSHIP CHANGES 

New Members 

Mr. & Mrs. G .T.j. Martin, 57 Hill side Avenue, Worthing BN14 9QS (Worthing 3(8 09 ) 
M. Nimmo, 8 8cnnett Avenue, Hove BN3 6UR (Brighton 554297) 

Mrs. Ann Hartley, 35 Cokeham Road, Sompting, Lancing (Lancing 76647 5) 

Mr. & Mrs. B. Smith, 1 High Oaks, Southgate, Crawley (Crawley 28156) 

I. 	Dean, c/o Chalk PitS Museum, Houghton Bridge, Amberley, Arundel BN 18 9LT 

(Bury 370) 
R. Cooper, "Northwood", The Drive, Loxwood, Billingshurst RH 14 	 OTD ' (Loxwood 752761' 

Change o f address 

J.K. 	Stevens, c/o BHC, Singpore, Foreign & Commonwealth Office, King Charles Street , 
London SWl 

Professor E.O. Taylor, Fune Hill Lodge, Kingswood, Surrey KT20 6EP 
(Burgh Heath 62316 ) 

OFFICERS 

Ch3.i rman Air ~Ia rshal Sir Frederick Sowrey, Home Farm, Heruns Chyli . 
Uckfield 

Vice Chairman J.S.F. Blackwell, 21 Hythe Road, Brighton ElNl 6jR (0273 S5~riH) 
General Secretary R.G. Martin, 42 Falmer Avenue, Saltde an, Bright on BN2 8FG 

(Office 0273 28479, Home 0273 B805 ! 
Treasurer & Member­ j.M.H . Bevan, 12 Charmandean Road, Worthing, BN!4 9LB 

ship Secretary (0903 35421) 

Editor B. Austen, 1 Mercedes Cottages , SI. john's ROJ.d, Hayward,; I letu l! 
RII16 4EH (ff.H.·H 38 

Programme Secretary D.H . Cox, 3 Middle Road, Partridge Green, Hor"ham, 1<1113 IiJ A 
(Office 0293 27777. Home 114U3 711 1' 

East Sussex A.J. Haselfoot, Albicn House , Go burg IJlacc, H ll5lin ~ s 
Secretary (0424 43 0260 

West Sussex R.M. Palmer, 11 Arlington Cl n",) . <.;nrillJ: ·br - Scn , Wv rthing 
Secretary BN12 4ST (OQIl3 505626 ) 

Central Sussex J.S .F. Bl ac kwell, 21 Hythc Road . 111I .:ht un BN l 6JR (0 273 557674 ) 
Secretary 

'" orth Sussex E.W . He nbery, 10 ~', ) It! Close . I .\ n~~I,· \' r;r l""n. "': nwl c y 
Secretary (02'1 ~ 13481) 

COMMITTEE MEMBERS 

B. Austen Brig. A.E. Baxter D.H . Cox r.W . G re gory E.W . Henbury 

P.j. Holtham R.\>1. Palmer C.G . I ho ml'rson .\I.F. Tighe 

Registered ChHilY No. 2671"'59 
-

NEWSLETTER NO. 49 ISSN 0263 516 X 

Price lOp to non-members JANUARY 1986 

CHIEF CONTENTS 

A rea Secretaries' Reports 
Rummaging in the Records: 
i'addle Steamer Operation in Sussex 
Bacon Smoking in Brighton 

e Prog ramme Card is enclosed with this newsletter and gives a summary o f the 
planned visits for the year. If you know of any related events by o ther societies 
that may be of interest t o SIAS member s then please let me k..,ow f'H inclusion in 
our newsletters. 

The following are details of the first part of the programme: ­

Saturday 22 March 	 Working vis it to Cobbs ,'vlill, TQ 274189 
(This date is provisional. Please check before coming.) 

Start 10.30 am. Bring packed lunch. 
Phone me for further details 

Saturday 26 April 	 Visit to Volks Railway, Brighton TQ 316 038 
Meet at Palace Pier at 10.30 am for conducted tour of 
rai Iway and workshops. . 

DON COX 
Events o rganised by othe r Societies 

"I uesday 11 March 	 ..... nnual Combined Meeting with Chichester ~IlIseum Societ y. 
Subject : "The Wealden Iron Industry" . Spea ke r: J.S. Hodgkj~son 
of the Weal den Iron Researc h Grou p. 7 .30 I'm. Ch ichest e r 
District Coun cil Office, Eas t ;Ja i\ a.nt Ho use . 
Further details : \ Ian :\ 11 nut! , 23 Bee ch Ave nue, L.hl l,.he~1 r 786044 

Sundo.y 23 March 	 Hi sto ric Farm Buildings and Animal Powe red Machi nes . '\ o ne day 
schoo l organised by the Friends of Chi ltern Open ;\i r Museum 
taking place ~t 9.45 am at Chalfont SI. Gil es . 
The lect ure rs a re R ona ld Brunskill and Kenneth ."'''''Ur. The fee 
of £8 in cl udes e ntrance to the Museum plus tea and bl scui rs . 
For furthe r information write to: Janet Marsh, ~9 Dove Park, 

) 	 Chorley Wood, Rick manswo rth, Herts. IVD3 SNY. ?hone Chorley 
Woud 2250. 

Sa turday 12 Apri l 	 SER IA C (SOUTh East Region Industrial Archaeology Confere nce). 
Thi s year's subject is "SEA AND SHIPS". Two of our me mbers 
are making contributions: Ray Riley will be speaking on 
"Historic archite c ture in Portsmouth Dockyard", whilsr James 
Paf/el! will e:llighten US on "The Art o f Building Ships down 
the Ages" . 

Sunday 13 April Visits to appr op ria te sit es, subj ect t o suffi c ie nt demand. 
Application fo rrns were encl osed with rhe O c t ober Newsier ter. 

S",lurday 7 June .'\ Confetence to be held by Ihe Hampshi re Mill s Group ar 
Southampt on Ln iversi ty at 10.no am This will be followed on 

Sunday 8 June 	 visits to five H a mpshire Mill s subjecr to suffi c ient imerest. 
Cost o f rhe Conference will be C4 inc luding t ea and co if ce . 
and £5 fo r rhe \Idl s Tour in c ludi ng entran ce f"es and coa c h. 
r\n inclusive ticket ma y be ob tai !led for i8. 
Furthe r inform ati on " Ill be publ i~hed in the April Newsleller. 

PLE .-\SE ~OTE Latest :)'cc.;l' pr ,ln c" (ilte. for "opy fu r I he I\pr il Newsletler is 16th ~"\RCH 
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MEMBERS ":NG ..\GED IN RESEA RCH 

Will any member engaged in resear ch of any subject please inform the General 

Hon. Sec retary who wishes to compile a register of such acri vi ties ' Thi:; information 

wa uld t he n be avai!able [0 members intending t o initi a te research , and w(Juld hope­

fully ensur e rhat pro posed p rojec ts had not been previoll., ly cOHe red, or were 

currenrl y being investigated. 


RECORDING SCHEME 

The recording of LA. sites in tile counry by member>; in their o wn localities 

has fallen short of what it was hoped would be achi('ved. U"r ':hair:nan is th~rd(),~ 

endedvouring to arrange funding through various soure(', [ D t:mpl oy so meone, per haps 

a sruder.t o r pensioner, to undertake this task over a pc r!ll.d o f uighlet:n months t o 

two years. If any member knows of a suitable candidate . tne Ch.~irrr;an wbll ld be 

plea~ed t,) hear from him/her, in anticipa tion of the f unJin~ becorning avai la ble . 


PUR L-ICilY :. CI\FLCTS 

'l'o u will fin d two publi c iry le'lflets enclosed with rhis N" wsle tr",r. Please P:lSS 

these on t o f riends and acquaintances who you believe a re int e res ted in the activit ies 

of' thp Socil!ty in the hope rha t they will b,-. co me me m b<! rs. The;' may .11S0 :'<e pl"ced 

in public lihrari (>s, book~eller s c t c . If furthe r copie ~ are requi reel, please contact RDn 

Marlin, Or GD rdon r hnme rs Dn (Haywards Heatb 45 0722). 


COOPER~ OF IIENFIELD AN A,PPEAI. 

POllowing 011 from a series uf talks on LA. in :;u.;;sex given at Henfield this 
autumn the group has dec ided re ref or m in the ne .... "C :lr to look intu the history of 
the local fi rm of Coope rs. This was a we;! ki10wn firm o f millwrights and their work 
on windmills and water mi ll s cov(; red a wi de area. 

I! ~'ou can assist In , upplyin g any Informati on , photographs, sources of inform­
ation etc. Don Cox would be pleased if you could con, a n him at 3 Middle Road. Partridge 
G rec·n, Horsham or phone on 71113 7. Thank you. 

GENERAL SECRETARY'S REPORT - 1984/85 

I have recently had occasion to retype the ConStitul ion of the Society. Clause 
2 o f that document lists the objects o f the Society ilS: 

(a) 10 record the physical remains of econo mi c and industrial activity, especi ­
ally s ince 1750 " in the cOWlties of East Sussex and West Suss.ex, 

(b): ~o promote the preservation and restoration of industrial buildings and plant 
lA historical or technical importance, 

(d to study and preserve documentary and other types of records relating 10 

the industrial history of East a:ld West Sussex, 
(d) to publish the' result of such recording and study." 

How w(» i has the Society fulfilled these objects during the past year? 

r~ecording I ;lt~ proce:ss of recording the Indusrrial '\rchaeology site:; of Sussex has 
been proceeding slowly with a limited number of mernbers aCli,'ely eng.{ged. I ~li.ve 
so fa r on ly received a cornparatively small number of compl"ted sheets but 1 :lnticipat e 
4!i,d nop,-, l hat there are many more due to be completed and returned to I"e. 1't~is 
survey ils essential to the function of the Society. Our Chairman is hopir.g to get some 
addiln,ional help but a lot of the work must be done by members. Dutai led reuHding 
of indi,\idual sites is another aspect which we have negle c te.! in the past and I would 
like to' set in train a systematic programme of measurement and drawin g. 

Preservation and Restoration 

The Society is involved in restoring var.ious projects ­
.'\'t Coultershaw, the work is now ,irtu,~lIy complete, i~ t is open to the publi c for two 
Sundays every month throughout rhe summer and there has been a very satisfa<:: tory 
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nu mber o f visitors. New s lui ce gates have been obtained but are ye t t o be fitted. 

At Ifield Mill, internal machinery is being fitr ed and the out~lde has been redecoraled 

by Crawley Di s tri c t Co unc!!. 

Poyntz Bridge which is to be re- e rec l ed near Chi chest er High School has the st re ngth­

e-ntngs!eelwork delivered and placed in pos ition and the e nd bea ms are now being 

cast . 


The Society is very conce rned about Lowfi e ld Hea th Mill and we a re currently 
in the process of setting u p an association In conj un ction With the Surre y Indust ri al 
History G roup and the Charlwood Socie ty to prese rve the mill and to do this we a,e 
conside ring moving it from its present si te. 

At Hanglet on Dovecot wo rk is proceeding satisfactoril y with the re construction 
of the walls and nesting bO xes nearing co mpl ~tio n. Conside ra ble frost ~'Hnage was 
su ff ered to the stock of cha lk blocks which has now been replaced. 

Wo rk whi c h members of the Society are involve d with other organisations inc lude : 

Clayton Mills where at Jill the brake wheel has now been trued and recogged, 
t he roundhouse walls reconstructed and internal firring continuing. 

Oldland Mill where the trestle is being worked in a nd other fir st aid wo:k 
ca rried out. 

High Salvington where the brake wheel has been renew ed and two new stocks 
fi tt ed. 

Research 

There are vatious groups of members actively e ngaged in resear ch o f many diff er ­
ent subj ec ts. These includ ed the Bri c k Study Group under the guidance of Molly 
Beswi c k , my own modes t ef forts on Ice Houses and Mathemati cal Ti le s, Peler Holt f, a m's 
work on Breweries, J oh n Bla c kwell' s work on Railways and our Chai rm a n'S wor k on 
Airfield to name but a few. 

Publishing 

It is essential that work of recording a nd rese arch is publi shed . 0 u r Socie ty 
has a goo d re co rd in thi s respect a.n d I urge that du s mU$t contl r. uc: . \"\\01 '\(> ~I e u e r 
frequently includes artic!es of interest and Suss.: Indust ri ,, 1 HisL. rv is a Sl. il, ~,--­
resear c h publication. Issue No .14 was finally pUblished in Mcy J.nt It is ]" pteJ 'ha t 
Issue No. IS wi ll be reaJy by Janua ry 1986 and tha t No. 16 wil! CO Ol - OUt la t e r in 1986 
t hus reverting to the pr e vi o us annual sequence. We always nee d mdt e ri a l for thiS 
jou rnal and if any ,\l e mbers h "v,' a rti cl es for publ ica ti on please ge t in t Ollc h w:th 
Br ian Austen, our Edito r. as he ca nno t produce a sat is factory edition wi tho ut the 
matenal from you. 

The Industrial Arc haeol ogy If Sussex - A Fie ld Gu ide, cd lled by B. AU ' I~ ' t , 
D.H. Cox a nd E.J. Opt o n was pUbli shed early in the year a nd h:15 been very Wl '!' 


received. 


suggest to yo u that the objects o f the Society h",e been a chieved in the ma in 

in the past year. 


Visi[s 

We have had a successful programme o f "is ll< and meetings this year star ting 
with a dual visi t to the Beehive Terminal at Gatw ic k and to the Te rminal Building 
a t Shoreharn Airpo rt. Thi s was fo llowed by a tour round va rious Ice Houses in t he 
Uc kfield area , to Newick Park, ,\laresfield Park, The Rocks and lO Fi rle Pl a.: e . The 
tour o f mills organised by Frank G re go ry sta rred at High Sa l,ington then t o Rackham 
Watermill a nd finall y to IVes t Chllrin gton Wi ndmill whele t ea was suppl ied by the u\\ ners. 

The rnembers' evening was held in Ihe \\a rl tplns \\useum o r Shl)re ham and th is wetS 
pre ceded by an Extraordinary General \ \ee ll r. g to amend the \ , 'ns tit ut ion. In Jul ': the re 
was a ve ry well all e nded WJ. lk a round S tO rri n ~ t o n t Cl various mill siles. marreO "'nly bv 
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the occa~iOnal downpour. Another meet ing was organised in conjun c tion with the 
E.ast Kent ~\ills at Cranbruo k Mill , just a crOss the border in Kenr, with a visit :l.!()und 
the mill in the afte rno on a nd a film on the resroration of High Salvington Mill in the 
evening . The final I·isit was a capaciry tour around Har vey 's Brew E>r y in Lewes com­
plete wirh sample tasrings. We have to thank Don Cox for ! rf,a. nisi ng this fine 
programme of visits. 

The Society has also been im·o lved with the o rganisation o f the very success ful 
South Eastern Indus trial Archaeology CO:1ference held thi S year at Canterbury on 
the subjec t of Natural Power. 

Our Society tri es to achieve a lot, perhaps nO[ as much as ehe Commiuee 
would like, but we do need the assistance and participation of you, the members to 
keep the Soc iety alive and fl o urishing. 

R.G. MARTIN 

TREASURER'S REPORT, 1985 

[ am glad to report on another satisfactory financial year for the Society. Our 
income from subscripti ons in c reased slightly last year bur there are still a few mem­
bers who h3.ve not paid their subs c riptions for 1985, while 15 ar e s t ill paying by 
Standing O rde r on their Banks at the old s ubscription rates , revise d two years a go . 
I have written again to t hose concerned and I hope the )! will bring their subsc ri pti o ns 
up to da ee . Over £100 is o u t standing in this way and the time and postage in vo lve d 
in sendin~ re minde rs i r onside rable. 

Ol" " v" s t ment income wa~ up last yea r and we now have £655 deposited in t he 
Chari t i .. , i./ " ~. i l F und which 15 a fund a vailable only to registered Charities and whi ch 
takes advant().~ " i urrent mo nt: y marke t rates. We receive 11 or 12 per cenl on o u r 
mon e .' , Ll (re e and :lI ililable at ca ll. 

During the year we rece ive d £158 from ehe sale of the new Field Guide, as 
agaInst an expenditure d £25 9, t he diffe rence being represented by o ur sale stock of 
this book, copies of which are available at £3 .95 . 

Our Building Society deposit has been liquidated during ehe yea r and our hold ing 
in the Nat ional Savings Bank Investment Account has been increased. The full benefit 

( 

of this does not appear in the a ccounts as imerest is payable annually on 31st December. 

As regards expenditure I am very pleased 10 say that our administrative cos ts have 
gone down by £1 17 on last year, a 15 per cent reduct ion whi ch reflects great credit on 
the people responsible, parti c ularly for the prepa ration and distribution of NewsleTters 
and Sussex Industrial History. May I again make my annual appeal for any volunteers 
Who can save the SocIety postage by hand delivery of these. 

T he funds relating to Coultershaw and Poymz Fund show a big increase, foll o wing 
the rece ipt of Local Authority grants and an i:l come of £224 during the summer from 
visirors to Coultershaw. The Life Membership Fund has reduced slightly. As usual we 
have transferred one fift eenth t o our General Fund and have had no new Life Members 
during the year. Life Membership c urrently costs £75 and is an attractive option for 
any mernber wh o would like to take it up. 

We rer-o vered £12.4 from the Inland Revenue on covenanted subscriptions last year. 
This is a v~ r y useful source o f income for the Society, and 1 would be very glad 10 

hea t fr o m any member willing to covenant his subscripti o n. Forms for this purpose 
are avai la ble from me and I would stress that this invol ves the member in absolutely 
no additional expense. 

Finally, may I express my personal thanks and those of the Committee to our 
Honorary AudilOr, George Martin , for his labours. This has been his first encounter 
with my accouming methods and 1 am re lie ved to say that he is willing to cominue 
as our Ho no rary Auditor. 

MICHAEL BEVAN 
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WEST SUSSEX AREA SECRETARY'S REPORT 

Coulters haw Pump 

I~ winter pr ogramme is being carried out, which Includes maintenance work on 
the pump and r.he building, re-organising the d isp lays and light ing , and replace ment 
o f two sluice-gates. The working party meets on the first and third Sunday each 
month . As usual, there is a shortage of labo ur, so if yo u are interested in helping 
please contac t Alan Allnult on Chicheste r 786044 or Michael Palmer on Worthing 
5056 26. 

Poynn Bridge (Chichester Canal) 

A replacement and fram e has to be made and the best way of fabr ica ting th is 
is being consider ed . 

Bignor Park 

An approach to Viscount Mersey , owner o f Bignor Par k, conce rning the early 
water supplies on the es tate, was recei ve d with interest. He is agreeable 10 the Society 
making a survey. A brief reconnaissan c e was made by Tony Baxter and Michael Palmer 
last October to assess what needs doing. 

There are the remains o f an overshot wheel driving a 
in SIH No.9), an hydraulic ram and a number of cisterns. 
durmg 1986 and to publish the findings in SIH. 

NORTH SUSSEX AREA SECRETARY'S REPORT 

beam pump (mentioned 
It is hoped to survey these 

The future o f Lo wfield Heath Windmill is still under review and our General 
Secretary is mee ting sho rtly WIth the o wners and .ot her interested part ies ho pefull y to 
resolve the situati on. During the fi rst half o f 1986 it is possible that de finite propos­
als can be announced and these will be repC'fl e d in the Newsleteer. 

At !field Watermill progress has been made in ere cll ng the ve rtical m a i s haf t 
a:ld ca rrying out ahgnment o f the \~allower and piewheeL Initial trials look guo d 
although work proceeds slowly due mainly 10 the weighes o f the s haft e ec . I h il! has 
to be m a nhandled. 1986 should howe ve r see rhe shaf t e rect ed togeeher ""'I( h 10 m a in 
spur gear. 

An iilustrated talk on the Restoraeion o f :field .'ld l was give n co t h V. l.."-. 
class at Henfield and they will visie !field o n ehe 5th January 10 see the results first 
ha nd. 

BRICK STU DY GROUP: REPORT FOR 1985 

Eleven members o f th e Group met in Lewes on the morning of Satur da y . 16th 
Nove ber 1985. A tot al o f 20 contributions had been received during the year. tw e lve 
from m e mbers and e ight from no n-members, wh ich shows the extent t o which the 
bri ckm aking survey has drawn atrention t o t he wo rk of the Soc ie ty . Although it is 
not poss ible in the compass of ehis report to li s t them all individually , ehe se con t ri­
butions have been much a ppreci at ed . They include notes and photographs o f fr o g­
ma rked bri cks and inscribed IIles fror:1 se veral loca tions, additions t o ehe br ick bIb li o­
graphy and reporls o n the sites of br ic kworks. 

Paflicularly gratifying was the amount o f marerial on bri ck- maki ng In We st S ussex 
which was sent in response to t he appeal made last year . This inc luded: bri ckp rds in 
the A rundel area (Mi ss E B. C lai sye r), 19th an d 20rh century brickwolks In I he \ li dhurst 
area (M r. J .C.V . Miech " lIl . J e tail s o f a brickfield in Chidha m and the meth" ds e m ployed 
(Mrs J. Allnult) and Is t o rical no res on brickmaking in the Hors ham a r,' ')' ID !. r. 
Hudson). I\ S an example u f the way in whi ch tl n rhe s m a llest Item ca n fll Into the 
ge'leral picture, a scan er nf brick an d ti1" debr i ' .l nd the Il ue li ne of a c lay pit were 
noted by Mr. E. Holden whi le fruit-pi ck in g ·,n a fa rm in rhe pari s h of .>\shurst during 
ehe summer .. >\ sketch was duly se nt \0 th e Brick .')[udy Grou p secreea ry who , •• f ~ 1V 
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we eks later, received Or. Hudson's not t' s , ,,, n of which re!,lteu t o this particular 
site , which had been in use as a bric kyard I r.no around 1730 until 1830. 

In East Sussex work has continued on examining tithe maps and manorial and 
estate reco rds in the East Susse .< Record Office for eviden ce of b rickmakin g and a 
further 12 pa rishes have been c v,'e rect in this way (Mrs. M. Bes wick). At the meering 
of the Brick Study G roup, >"If. J. Farrant talked about the bri c ks and terr a corta used 
in the building of Laughton Place (1534) , an account of which will form parr of a 
report to be published on the excavations which have taken place there recently . 

Mr. B. Johnson has now taken over responsibility for the brick-making exhibi ti on 
at the Chalkpits Museum, Amberley and has plans for an imprc,v,.d lay-out of the 
various sec tions when adequate lighting can be provided. The major part of the brick­
and tile-making exhibition at the Horam Fa rm Museum was installed this summer and 
i t will be complete in time for the re-opening next Easter. 

The Brick Study Group has now been in ," :' s tence for seven years and a subst an t ial 
amount of material has been collected. The time has th erefo re come to wi n cl o wn 
the activities of the group and to concentra te on writing up (he material. It must be ' 
stressed, however, that ne w information will still be acceptable. In particular the 
gazetteer of brickmaking si tes is not complete and additions for this (with a six-fi gure 
grid reference, please) will be \'ery We1c0f'1,c. 

,\1 . BESWICK 

MUSEUM 

Although as fa . as the public a re concerned the Museum is inaccess~ble during 
the months from Nove mber to March , It is not the case tha t all is locked up '-'''Id the 
"staff" sunning themselves 0n some di s tant beach ~ 

While the Museum is closE·d we a re able ro attend ro the projects that create 
visual disturbance, and bring the dange rs associated with plant and heavy equipment. 

As an example of the work going on this winter, we have a number of major 
projects: Fi rst - the erec tion of a typical late 1920s Southdown Bus Depot, fo r six 
buses. The roof of this steel framed building was lifted on in one piece on December 
1st, with a huge 50 ton mobile crane. The ope rati on went smoothly and took exactly 
twO hours to com plete. We were able to make use of a 1930s trolleybus tower wagon 
loaned for the day by Portsmo uth City Museum , this was used to release the slings and 
to retrieve the traditional Union Jack from the apex of the roof. TVS came and 
filmed, hoping that the project might fail I am sure - much better TV if it is dramatic ! 

By the time the Museum re-ope:1s on March 26th the depot will be clad , the con­
crete floor laid and the adjacent exhibition building under way. 

While this work has been going on we have been working 2.way on the rest orat ion 
of Kiln One, and the lime grinding mill , adja cent to our shop. This work is being 
supe rvised by John Land, and much of the work is being undertaken by Ran ger Guides 
fr om Bogno r. 

As well as these projects we wi 11 be preparing a new ent r . n ce 10 by. re pai ring 
the Duke and Ockendon windpump, erecting rhe Guinness brewer y loc motive trans fe r 
hoist , t:o mpleting the railway exhibition building, revising the Nat ure T rail, rene wing 
some of the audio visual slides, partially rewiring the office block , recapr ionjng the 
wireless co llecti on, erecti ng a new s t o res, producing publicity le fl e rs, revised guide 
book and nature trail leaflets - and a few other tasks that have temporarily slipped 
my memory. 

The exciting part of being a member of t he ~ that is developing this Museum 
is the variety and the constant striving for irnprovl! me n t. 

Thanks are due to many S.I.A.S . membe rs who ha ve helped us in 1985, we hope 
they will continue to support the regional indus trial hi st o ry centre in the future. 

'->'''1 DE.->.N - DIRiOCTOR 
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RUMMA GING IN THE RECORDS! 

Our Chai rmdn at the 198 5 AGM suggested some rese arch on the life styles o f past 
industrial workers in Sussex. Thi s prompted the writer 10 scan Ih ro ugh a coll e c tion o f 
notes take n during the last year or so, mostly about trades fo r whi c h he was Ih" n seek­
ing information, although in adopting an unblinkered approach, som e u f the notes were 
made purel y fo r their curi,"Jsity value, it must be admirted and these are also included 
below where appropriate . 

Whilst the more intimate details suggested by the Chairman - hours of work work­
ing habits etc. a re no, well represented, there is usually some curious detail which 
perhaps adds interest, either in the title or nature of the work, or as material not 
usually associated with a familiar occupati on from ou r industrial past. 

Mrs. Bes".ick in her excelle nt little book Leather and Cloth (reviewed in newsletter 
48 ) refers on p.31 to flatt e ning cloth in a large press as the final process in cloth mak­
ing. This seems t o explain the reference in The Universal British Directory for 1798 to 
( >-e ph T aylor of East Gflnstead, Weaver & Flatman and at the same time we find John 
;oldsmith o f East Grinstead with the extraordinary dual role of "Patten Wood Maker 

an d Town Crier" ~ 

Pa ttens, as readers may know, were those curious platform like footwear a ccessor­
ies designed to raise the wearer above the level of the mud , when o ur footpaths and 
roads were unpaved and best described as quagmires, particularly in the winter months. 

In 1798, in the same directory, Samuel Stephens is li sted as brazier and ti'lman in 
East Grinstead and we f;!'Id so mewhat later in Crawley, both tinmen and pat ten makers 
mem ioned. The 1862 and 1866 Post Office Directory - (ed. E.R . Kelly) for Crawley 
lists Joseph Andrews, Tinman, and James Plckett - patten & clogmake r. 

(n 1878 Tho mas Terry and John Court a re lis'ted as tinmen and Caleb Pickett is 
now into pattens and clogs! By 1890 patten making seems to have disappeated from 
the scene in Crawley , but Thos. Terry has combined a "coffee roo m" with his business 
o f [inman. From 1905-1915 we find only the Terry Temperance Hotel at 104 High 
Street(?). This progression, if typical, seems to record the demise of the country tin­
man ' n Su~se)(, heralding, by the turn of the 20th century the arrival, presumably, o f 
he facto ry made ttn ket t le and ot he r househo ld wares. However, fr o m earli er 19t h 

Cent ury records it is possi bl e to detect a flour ishing trade for the craft of tinman & 
b raae r in Sussex as indeed , outside the County - particularly in London. 

Pigot's Direc{ory for Sussex o f 1839 lists 11 braziers and tinplate workers in 
Bri ghton with 7 in L ewes and 3 in Petworth. Thomas Walker of Shoreham is more ver­
sat ile ho wever, being descri bed as "Furnishing and locksmith and bell hanger, tin, zinc 
a nd iron plate worker and brazier etc."! In 1823- 4 according to ~ot, there were 6 
b razie rs nd tiapla[e worke rs in "B[lghthelmstone", 2 in Lewes anastn Chichester. 
CUriousl y. none are recorded in 183 9 fo r Chichester, but in 1828, Has[ ings has 2 tinplate 
"or kers and A run del 3, incl uding Widow G ray in High Street. Although Chi chester 
,ems to have lost its tinpla!e worke rs in 1839, there is some co mpensation in the re fer ­

e nce to 7 "sl op" sellers, no doubt to supply secondhand clothing to the local seafaring 
community, among othe rs . 

Othe r curious entCl es in P' gO t o f 18 39 , list Hugh Penfold Ironmonger to Her Majesty 
a d manuf (;f UrerS o f Ba res patent fv t a in pump at 68, 69 and 70 George SI. Haslings. 

Lewes appears to have 2 " bone dealets and cart grease makers" by 1839 and al 
Rye , William Cox is described as mustard manufacturer, blo ck and mast maker and 
und rl aker (under the c liff). 

Other v!':rsatile tradesmen of Shoreham are Thos. Clayton and George Parke r _ 
"Roman Ceme,1( makers and plaster of Paris" - this suggests some connection with the 
!'1,.I1Ufac(llre of millstones. "French burrs" required plaster of Paris for making up the 
!hi ckness with stone fragments and cement for assembling the stone sections - :lot us ­
ually referred to as Roman ce ment. but a possibility at least. (Was Sho reham the porr 
for imported burr stone ftOm France ) C) 

In Petworrh in 1839, John Standi ,g Penfold combines the occupations of Master of 
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the Union Poorhouse and also rope (etc.) maker. An inference here is that rope ends 
and used rope could have been conveniently (and profitably') supplied to the County 
House of Correction (under John Mance) for the purpose of "pi cki ng oakum" - if not 
also by the vagrants un the Poorhouse' 

Other evocative trade descriptions in Brighton in 1839 are listed as Tonbndge(l) 
ware manufacturer, ?Iumasier (dealer in feathers for hats etc.). Lapidary (worker with 
gems, cutting etc.) . Cupper (blood letter~). In the 1823 issue o[ Pigot John Molyneux 
of 36 East Cliff, Brighton , is listed as "cupper - by appointment to H.M. King George 
IV" (previously Prince Regentl. 

To return to the trade of tinman & brazi er (brazier includes working in brass) we 
find frequent reference to "tinplate worker". T his seems to impl y t he manufacture of 
tinplate as well as fabricating tinplate into ute:lsiis. In fact it is well recorded that 
tinned sheet iron was available, in boxes of various grades, supplied from warehouses in( 
London, mostly in the Cannon Street area - the old "London Steelyard" and with 192 
tinplate workers listed in Pig0ksfor London (1823-4), one wonders JUSt how much tinning 
was done in small London wor hops (» 

There is also some evidence that by the end of the 18th century, sheet iron and 
possibly tinplate, was being produced in Surrey by the son of a Sussex iron-master ­
Alexander Raby, who was later i"volved in operations in L1anelli in S. Wales and with a 
warehouse in Queenhythe on the Thames near Cannon Street station. 

(After this, both S. Wales and the Midlands became the chief source of sheet iron 
and tinplate to the London market.) 

Another reference to Sussex tradesmen is a record in the Company of Tinplate 
Workers Court Book for 22.11.1791 - (Guildhall); listing "John Beadle, the younger son 
of John Beadle of Brighthelmstone, Farmer, bound apprentice to Ezekiel Bickham of 
Tooley Street Southwark, tinplate worker - Consideration £20" (i.e. premium) - A reflec­
tion here perhaps on the conditions for agricultural workers in Sussex at that time. 
Riots over the price of bread were not unknown~ - a Sussex Life article (November 85) 
on Bishopstone Tidemills reports one such riot in 1794. 

Tinplate workers were "Incorporated" in 1670 as a "fraternity" according to 
Lambert's History of London (Vo1.3 p.276) by letters Patent of King Charles It. They 
are described as "The Master, Wardens, Assistants and Commonality of the art and mys ­
tery of Tinplate workers alias wire workers of the City of London" - meetings were held 
at Guildhall.. 

Curiously another entry in the Company "Court Book" leads us back to the Raby 
family. On 20.6.1803 "Thos. Reynolds son of Thos. Reynolds of Gods[Qne in Co. Surrey(2) 
wiremaker (is) bound apprentice to William Mathews of Crooked Lane London - Tinplat e 
worker - no consideration". 

Thos. Reynolds (Snr.) it would seem probable , was employed at the Woodcock for 
in what was then the parish of Godstone (detached), about 10km South of Godstone, 
near Newchapel - Geographically at least in Sussex and now as then known as a 
"Wiremill".(3) -­

More curiously Edward Raby (A lexander 's father) is known to have operated the 
wire mill with other works in Sussex (including Warren furnace nearby) until his death 
in 1771. It is at about this time that Alexander transferred his interests to Surrey 
(Cobham and Weybridge areas) apparently with rolling operations , both for hoop iron and 
probably sheet and including a copper mill. ,\ Sussex connectlOn with this late phaSe of 
the S.E. iron industry, sheet iron and tinplate manufacture, se e ms [Q be establi shed 
therefore - if only through these fragmentary records. 

N.B. The occupation of wantonly "rummaging in the records". as demonstrated, can per­
haps be justified if only to help piece toge ther sometimes seemingly unrelated fragments 
of information, which may frequently be all the record that remains accessible of past 
activities, industrial or otherwise~ 

(1) Otherwise referred t o as T~nbridge ware 
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(2) "Surry" rather than Surrey in old documents 

(3) The nam e survives but the present o.ctivity has no connection wi th wiremaking' 

r. t': E. V,t;NS 

PLEASURE PADDLE STEAMER OPERATIONS IN SUSSEX 

The aspect of early Transport which is not covered very often is the Paddle 
Steamer and how it influenced the social patlern of people's lives in the 19th and early 
20th century. The first paddle steamer to run commercially in estuary waters was the 
Comet, designed and built by Henry Bell in 1812 for operation on the River Clyde. It 
was fitted with a 3 HP engine and operated for 9 years between Glasgow and Greenock 
arousing much interest. 

As the Industrial Revolution made its impact on the lives of British people, various 
possibilities developed. The railway network was rapidly expanding, making it easier to 
e xplore the Country. As a result of this, most people were attracted to seaside resorts 

'hich were expanding from small fishing villages. In Sussex we had the small fishing 
J 'Jln of Brighthelmstone expanding, the name eventually being shortened to Brighton, 

and we had the four small villages or hamlets of Meads, Southbourne, Sea 1·louses and 
Bourne nestling at the eastern extremity of the South Downs, which became known as 
Eastbourne. The attraction of Seaside Resorts was the sea and the promenades along 
the sea front which were built for visitors to take in the healthy and exhilarat ing sea 
air. As the popularity of seaside resorts increased, the idea of extending the promen­
ades over the sea was considered, whi ch led to the const ruction of the seaside pleasure 
pier. The introduction of the Pier opened up a number of possibilities including a land­
ing stage for coastal marine excursions to give visitors and residents a chance to see 
(he beautiful coastline of Britain from the sea. Because of the manoeuvrability, steam 
paddle propelled vessels were used, and the excursion paddle steamer was developed. 
For over a century the paddle steamer was part of the seaside scene at resorts around 
the country. 

A number of steamship companies were formed along the Sussex Coast set up to 
operate excursions from the main seaside resorts of Sussex using piers as landing stages. 
During the second half of the 19th century only twO companies were operating steamers, 
t he Hastings , St. Leonards and Eastbourne Steamboat Co. Ltd., based at Hastings, and 
the Brighton , Worthing and South Coast Steamboat Co. Ltd., based at Brighton. The 
first excursion steamer to operate from Brighton was in 1878, when the wooden paddle 
steamer "Brighton" of 100 gross tons (g.t.) operated excursions along the Sussex coast. 
An early steamer operated by the Hastings company was P.S. "Alexandra" built by 
Caird and Co. Greenock. This vessel operated excursions from piers including Eastbourne 
and Hastings between 1895 and 1904. It was scrapped in 1905. 

At the turn of the century a significant change was to take place in excursion 
ste amer operations with the arrival of P. and A. Campbell to the Sussex coast. Peter 

d Alec Campbell were sons of Bob Campbell who had been associated with steamship 
erations in the Clyde and Bristol Cha.nnel since 1853, in fact P. and A. Campbell 

moved their headquarters from the Clyde to Bristol in the late 1880s. Their involve­
ment in Sussex came about due to the financial difficulties of the Brighton , Worthing 
and South Coast Steamboat Company who sold out to P. and A. Campbell at the end of 
1901. In acquiring the Company, Campbells became the owner of P.S. "Brighton Queen"(I), 
a 603 g.t. steamer built by Clydeban k Sh ipbuilding and Engineering Co. Ltd. in 1897. 
The "Brighton Queen"(t) operated excursions to many resorts including extended day 
trips to Dover and Boulogne, calling at Eastbourne and Hastings on the way. The oper­
ation of this vessel and P.S. "Glen Rosa" by Campbells caused the downfall of the 
Hastings company which went out of business a few years later. The "Brighto:J Queen"(I) 
ope.ated until 1914 when , being used as a minesweeper during World Wa.r I, it was lost 
by enemy action. Another S'leamer operated by Campbells before World War I was P.S. 
"Waverley"(I) 258 g.t. built in 1885 by H. Mclntyre of Paisley. 

After World War I Campbell's commenced paddle steamer excursion opera.ti ons 
using newly built vessels such as P.S. "Glen Gower" built in 1922 and earlier vessels, 
although a nwnber of the Campbell steamers were lost in action during the war. ... 
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handbill giving details of sailings from Eastbourne Pier in 1928 provides some interesting 
information. For example on Monday June 4th 1928 there was an afternoon cruise to 
Brighton in P.S. "Brighton Belle" which was a 320 g.t. paddle steamer built in 1900 by 
J. Scott and Co., Kinghorn. The vessel left Eastbourne at 3.20 p.m . allowing 2 hours 
at Brighton, retuming from Brighton West Pier at 6.45 p. m. and the Palace Pier at 7 
p. m. The cheap oay return fare was 3/6. Other cruises in june 1928 included a morn­
ing cruise to view the shipping and an afternoon cruise round the Sovereign Lightship. 
In addition to the "Brighton Belle", P.S. "Devonia" and P.S. "Waverley"(II) were used 
for excursions from Eastbourne in June 1928. 

With the approach of World War 11, many paddle steamers were again requisi tioned 
by the Admiralty for conversion to minesweepers. P. and A. Caropbell steamers f ro m 
Sussex used for this purpose included P.S. "Brighton Queen"(II), P.S. "Glen Gower", and 
P.S. "Devonia", many of which never returned. 

In 1947 P. and A. Campbell began operations at Brighton with P.S. "Glen Gower" 
The vessel, the last of the Campbell paddle steamers to operate on t he Susse x coast , 
was built by Ailsa Shipbuilding Co. at Troon. Although Campbells pur chased some screw 
steamers for continuing operations, the popularity of coastal c rui sing olf Sussex was on 
the decline due to the expansion of car ownership in Britain. However a further 
attempt to provide a regular paddle steamer service in Sussex was made in 1959, when 
a Mr. H. Jennings for Brighton and South Coast Steamers purchased .P.S. "Freshwater l!" 
and renamed it "Sussex Queen". This service was not successful and it only operated 
for the 1960 season. 

It was thought that after the wi thdrawal of P.S. "Sussex Queen", paddle steamers 
along the Sussex Coast would be just a memory. This was not the case, because in 
1978 the P.S. "Waverley", built for the LNER in 1947, venture d south from its normal 
operating area in the Firth of Clyde to operate cruises from Newhaven, Worthing and 
Hastings. A typical excursion was a day cruise to Ryde, Isle of Wight on Sunday. 
April Brd 1.978 from Newhaven, calling at Worthing Pier. P.S. "Waverley". owned ~ : 
the Paddle Steamer Preservation Society, has operated cruises every year since, except 
in 1982, although in recent years it has only been in the Sussex area for a day cruise 
from Eastbourne and Worthing, usually in September. The reason for this is due to 
high port and pilot charges for overnight moorings at suitable Sussex pOllS. 

It is hoped that P.S. "Waverley", the only operating sea-going paddle steamer in 
the world will continue to operate along the Sussex coast and other pa'itS of Britain to 

keep alive this form of transport for many years to come. 

ROBIN jONES 

BACON SMOKING IN JUBILEE STREET, BRIGHTON 

There was a yard named Old Farm Place about half way along the east side of 
jubilee Street Brighton. Around 1920 bacon stoves were built at rhe far end of the 
yard by Waiter & Lynn, a firm of wholesale provision merchants. Constructed of brick. 
and in one unit, the three stoves were identical. Each was twenty feet from ground 
floor door to rear wall , and ten feet across (approx). The height of the walls was 
almost thirty feet, and on the roof of each stove was a square structure with fixed 
open wooden slats at the sides. Inside each stove wa.s another doo r above the ground 
floor door. The bottom of the upper doorway was eight feet above the stove floor and 
gave access to the bacon room. Inside each stove al that level was a set of twelve 
solid iron cross rails, spaced out almost two feet apart. Across Ihese rails was a cat 
walk enabling anyone entering from the bacon room to walk ac ross loose limber planks 
to the far end of the stove. The planks made the walk about t wo feet wide. Six feet 
above wa.s another identical set of rails, but no walkway. About six feet even further 
up was a thi rd set of iron rai Is. 

Unsmoked sides of bacon were taken into the stove through the ground floor door. 
.... fter !leat ment and the insertio:l of a large metal hook in [he fore end , one side was 
hoisted by rope and pulley up to a man on the central plank walk who had entered 
through the L1pper door. He transferred the hooked side on ID a cross rail just above 

- 10 ­

his head. An unsmoked side weighs about sixty pounds , and is soft, wet and slippery. 
When hung [he gamm crn knuckle at [he lowe st point of the side was about ninOl feet 
above ground level. "her len sides had been hung un one cross rail , Ihe rope and 
pulley were rnovec1 SQ that the next cross rail ceuld be filled with anothe r l e n sides. 
When all Ihe rails were fill ed , Ihe stove contained 120 ;;ides. With three s toves in 
operation, 360 sides could be smoked at one rime. Output CD ulJ be increased by also 
using the top set of iron cross rails reached by means of a meta'! ladder bolted into 
the brickwork. I never saw any sides hanl(ing up there. Such work would have been 
dif fi cult, even dangerous. 

Sawdust was brought into the stoves, and placed in six conical heaps spaced out 
three deep and two across. Each heap was about three feet in diameter, and less than 
IWO feet high at the point. Then a shallow depression was made at the tOp of each 
cone. They were lie by bringin!: in burning embers on a shovel from another stove and 
dropping them in the t op of the cones. Both upper and lower doors were then securely 
closed. The mel al doors were about seven feet high and three feet wide. They over­
'<lid the doorways uy a few inches, and were kept sCt:!,lrely closed with a large de'ep 

t ch. T he re was a small metal grille about a foot square at ground level in the wall 
near the bottom of the lowe r door, bUI no other draught. During the smoking period 
of s.i xty hours, the smouldering sawdus t needed periodic ;tttention. Char lie Rogers, the 
head bacon man, ha d an assortment o f implements. As the cones burnt, they were re­
builr with sawdust brought in on a shovel. The cones were kept compact with a [~ard~n 
rake, and a large watering can was used to dampen cones burning too quickly. Ai; he 
walked acoul inside, smoke billowed out the open doors, but Charlie seemed unaffected . 
When the six ty hours ended, both lowei and upper doors were opened, and the wood ash 
removed. Th~ sides remained hanging until cool and firm, then taken into Ihe bacon 
room to hang ulltil requi red. 

Bacon was then smoked in Central Brighton 'at Kensington Street (Collings & 
.... Ideich), North RO'l.d (Stewarts), Market Street (Wallis, Holder & Lee), and possibly in 
Chelt,=nha.n, Place. All have gone. Almosl every Monday, Waiter & Lynn delivered eight 
unsmuked sides to Mr. Humphrey's retail grocery shop at Walberton, West Sussex to be 
smoked (,11 t he premises. Waiter & Lynn's stoves were demolished in 1964. One inter­
Ior wall Can s till be seen in the car park. Behind it are two old bacon stove roofs 
',!hich were 0nce part of Stcowart's premises in North Road. 

H.T . DAWES 

EAST GRINSTEAD TOWN MUSEUM 

Fire Brigade Display 

A vintage fire engine stood outside East Grinstead Town Museum on Saturday 30 
Nove'11ber to mark the unve.iling o f its new permanent display on the local fire brigade. 
One of the brigade's contemporary operational engines was present toO, and ser\ing 
member's joilled re.iled colleagues as ,he Museum rs guests for the afternoon. 

Some of the station's records we re brought along for the occasion and members of 
.e Museum Society mounted a small one-day display on the general history .0f fire­

figh,jn g. They also provided refreshments and tape-recorded the memories of ~<)me of 
the e x-firemen, the mos.t senior of who m , Mr. Al'hllr Tomsett, aged 88, was able to 
iden li fy himself in a group photograph of 1928 in the new permanent display. 

T rophieo presented t o (he brigade for compe t iti on am on g its members arc rhe chief 
featur e of the display , as weil as pho tograph", spanning the years from 1884 to 1974 
to~et he r with the brigade' s 1925 rule s and an early basket for protecling the end or a 
hose pipe when water was pu,rnped from a pond or rivet - to pre,en[ weeds being d r:lwn 
up and clogging it. A rare survival is the parish grappling irons, used for tearing burn­
ing :ha'ch or timbers from buildings, which until 1863 were kept in the parish church 
and wh ich may well date fro m the 17th century. 

The display can be seen whenever the r-..luseum is open to the public, Wednesdays 
and Saturdays 2-4 p.m. admission free. (Strangers should follow signs to the police 
station. ) 

M.j. Leppard, .Hon. Curator, 20 St. George's Court, East Grinstead (22511). 
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