
CHALK PITS MUSEUM - A~IBERLEY 

Everybody IS so busy around opening day (26th :\Iarch) that there IS [10 time to 
preoare a rep,)rt for the Ne .... sle tter. Howeve r two Items must be noted. Firstly a 
warm welcome to 'vIlke 'l'all our newly appointed \Iuseum ,\1anager whu was working 
here for a year before he left In April 1985 to become \-Ianager of the Eling Tide :\lill 
near Southampton. Secondly the rnembershlp organisation has now been formed Into 

the Amberley Chalk Pits AssoCIatiOn. It will be self-managing and supportive to the 
""useum In practical ways and In fund-raiSing. 

MEMBERSHIP CHANGES 

New Members 

N. Kelly, 74 Buci Crescent, Shor eham-by-Sea, West Sussex (Brighton 597390) 

Ms M.M. Baker, P.O. Box 3248, M.P.O., Vancouver, Briti sh Columbia, Canada, VIlB 3X8 

Miss C.A. Page, 16A Highdown Road, Lewes, East Sussex, BN7 IQD (Lewes 478384) 


Change of address 

N.N. Hardcastle, "Andes", Beaufort Road, Waltham Chase, Southampton, 503 2LZ 
R.N. 	Crook, Meads Lodge, 23 Meads Road, Eastbourne, Ea~t Su~sex, BN20 7EA 

(Eastbourne 29059) 

Deceased 

C.F. Tebbutt, The Pheasantry, Wych Cross, Forest Row 

ReSignations 

C.D. Allistone, 4 Schooner Court, North Beaumont Park, Llltlehampton 
R.S. Burley, Apple Tree Cottage, Haywards Heath Road, North Challey, Lewes 
J. de Havilland, 33 Danvers Road, Tonbrldge, Kent 

""rs. C.M. Fogden, 27 Eyres Dri ve, Alderbury, Salisbury, Wilts. 

N.V. Nlartln, 84 Annwelr Avenue, Lancing 
A.J. Stanley, 4 Helston Drive, Em sworth, Hants. 

OFFICERS 

Chairman Air Marshal Sir Frederlck Sowrey, Homt' Farm. Her .'n~ Chyli, 
\ ickf l l' ld 

Vice Chairman J.S.F. Blackwell, 21 Hythe Road, Brlght()!), Bi\ol 6.lR (07.71 5S71; 74 ) 
General Secretary R.G. Martin, 42 Falmer A venue, Salt dean. f'r l l(hl C'n. f\:-J 2 Sf" 

(Office 0213 28LJ79. I lnl1 ll' 027) 313D 5) 
Treasurer <le Member J.M.H. Bevan, 12 Charmand<'an Road, 'lorthiJ1g. l\N 14 'lLf' 

ship Secretary 	 (0':103 35421) 

Editor B. Austen, I .\\crcedes COltdgt'~ , '\t. John's Road, 
H",yw.l r d~ 1t(':lth, RHI6 4EH (I-l.H. 413845) 

Programme Secretary D.H. Cox. ) Middle Road, Partndge Green, Horsham. RH 13 8J .>\ 
(Office 02':1J 27777, Home 0403 711117) 

East Sussex Secretary A.J. Haselfoot, !\lblon HOlls<'. Coburg Place, Hastings 
(0424 I; 3,,2"1)) 

West Sussex Secretary R ..\1. PalmN, II Arllngton Close. Gonng-Oby-Sea. Ili'" th ing, 
BNI2 4ST (0901 '1J51> 

Central Sussex J.S.F. Black well, 21 Hythe Road, Brighton, BNI " .lR 
Secretary 	 (0273 557674) 

North Sussex E.W. Henbery, 10 Mole Close, Langley Green, Crawlt'y 
Secretary 	 (0293 23481) 

COM\IITTEE MEMBERS 

B. Austen Brig. A.E. Baxter D.H. Cox F.W. Gregory E.W. He-nbf'rY 
P.l. Holtham R."'1. Palmer G.G. Thomer~on M.F. Tlghe 

PLEASE NOTE La te-st acceptance date for cOPY. for the Julv Newsle-tter IS 16th 11 :-IF. 
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SUSSEX INDUSTRIAL 


~ ARCHAEOLOGY SOCIETY 
Regntt't"cJ ChJril1 No. 2671SQ 

._----- .. _-

:\iEWSLETTER " lJ . 50 ISSN 0263 516 X 

Price lOp to non-members i\P RIL 1986 

CHIEF CO"-iTENTS 

Fifty Issues On 
Area 'iecretaries' Reports 
A Sussex Brick Misce-Ilany 
Rummaging Further 
The Thomas Paine Connection 
Demolition of Catt's ""ill, Brighton 

FIFTY ISSUES ON 

In January 1974 appeared the first Ne-wsletter of the Sussex Industr ia l 
,\ rchaeology Society. Prior to this there had been five issues of the Newsletter of the 
Sussex Industrial Archaeology Study Group but the last of these had been in A pril 1970. 
It was therefore probably with some trepidation that the editor of Newsletter No. I in 
January 1974 informed his readers that "we hope that this will be a r (>gular quarterly 
feature in future, both interesting and informative". Changes there have been since in 
format and content but the editor's hope of quarterly publication has be-en achieve-d and 
here we are in 1986 celebrating fifty issues. 

The news in that first issue reflects well the Changes and advances in Sussex 
indu~trlal archaeology in these twelve years. The A.G.M. of November 197) was 
f Ollowed b~' a talk by Jonathan "linns " ..... ho had negotia ted a lease of the Gold>tone 
Pumping Station" and "told members something of his plans for the future of Goldstone" 
(now the Engineerium). A winter meeting had been held at Eastbourne with a talk on 
water-driven olive oil mills in the south of France ("only 7 members turned l, P"). I 
assume that the Lewes meeting on 17 Janu~rv when John and Sue Farrant deilit ..... 'ch 
the industrial archaeology of Brighton was sorne .....hat better attended. The Soc ielv h..td 
I"S! applted for affiliation with the Local History Committee of the SU5Se-X Rllral 
Com '"l1nity Council and had decided to apply to the Charity CommiSSioners : 0 be 
registered as a ch~rity at law. The programme for the year included a visi t to the 
Open .t\ir \\useum at Singleton (admission 30p, pensioners 15p). Subscr ip tions, which 
were being sought by the Treasurer, were l2. family members II .1nd juniors 50p. I 
suppose on this basis Ollr subscription rates have increased less over the past twel ve 
. t' ;) rs than mo~t things Including the rate- of inflation generally. Short articles ..... "re 
:ncluded on "E.xcavated Windmill Sites in the Eastbuurne A rea" and un trade tokens. ."
number of ne ..... publicat ions were rev ie " 'ed Including an article in The Rail"".1}' \lagazlne 
on the- Offham tramwav, while amendments were published to the first F io ld Guide 
.... h ieh appeared as S.I.H. No.4 in Summer 1972. r\s an article on thC' fl'rmer appeared 
In S.I.H. No.15 andane-w Field Guide has appear ed only recC'ntly we can see that 
~Ithough much has changed since 1974 old themes keep rc-emerging. 

PROGRAM ,~\E OF VISITS FOR THE SUM.\\ER 

These are 35 the programme card sent 0u t with the January newsletter but here 
is ~ reminder With some extra d"tails. 

<;..t~lIrday 26 :\pril Visit to Vulks Railwav. Brighton TQ 116018. 
This is a morning on ly visit starting at 10.)1) a.m. .\\e-et a t the 
Palace Pier for a conduc ted tour of the railw3Y and the wNl-.shop. 
Why not rt' ad up the story uf \\r. Volk bcfor<' you come~ 

Sa tllrdav 17 \lay Nutley Windmill plus another mill. This IS a short er t0ur th.1n 
lI'ual by Frank Gre~orv. \\eet at ,",utley \\ill at 2 pm TQ 450291. 
:\fter the visits we- h.1\" be"n invite-d to finish wl!h ~ C'.lp uf lea 
at Ollr Chairm3n' , Home f-.lrm. 



Saturdav 28 June 

Saturday 19 Ju ly 

~aturday 16 ,August 

E vc~.1f r,If.!&~ b v 

Sllnd.:l Y 10 ~\,)t, i, 

S\Jn<1,,) ~ \Ia)" 

Saturc' i: : I ') \\u\' 

Satur day 17 \\ay 

Satur day 7 JLJ rll' 

Sun<i3} ~ lllnl' 

~ ..dr...~".j\ ' 11 1",11' 

'5a tur , ',,·. :" Jj"~ , : 

\Iember,' EvenIng c,t -\,' r,e' " f C kvC's HOLlse, Southover HIgh 
Str "!'t, Le IN cs 'tarttn~ "t h. 1G [l. m. Tl1C' usual pro!!;ramme 3110w, 
tlmC' to le-ok around the rnllst'um, h,we a "up "f coffee :lnd f inish 
w itr" t a lk or two. Th,l!" If I cJ.n find a ,olllnteN or two t o 
~ "'C' a f,' w minut!'s talk on h,,/hl'r partlc "ldr lllterest in Sussex 
1..'\. 
TOllr of Ice HOllS(' S If' d hv R.)n "artlll. Startin!!; at the Ice HOllSe 
at London Road, Bognor (S: 9369%) .:I t 2.00 p.m. Ron will IC'ad us 
,.round the :\rundel :lrea. 
Two Museum s. St art at TCl n!!;mere "ilitolrY A viati,)n \Iuseun1 at 
10.30 3. nl . (SI I 905061) then on to the Museum of M<.>chanical 
Musi c at ChichC'ster (at 2.00 p.m.) Both places that I kC'ep 
driving past 3nd say ing I \I U ST go in there. I guess you ar!' the 
same, so comc alon/(. A good pair of visits for all the family and 
all at group ,'ntr3n.:c ra t:'s. 

DON COX 

" th"r ~gaf\ i s 'CI t lons \ 
.:Ind c"<'Cy la st Sunday in the month until the end of September, 
plus 19th O c tober, NUTLEY WINDMILL will be open from 
2.30- 5. 30 p.m. Admissi on 45p adults, 20p children. Also opcn 
Bank Holiday \Iondays. 
Exhibit ion of Farming Implements from the Past at Nlltlc y 
W,ncm i ll to support National \\i1ls Day and Civic Trust's 
I:nvironment Week. Produce and Giit Stalls. 
A.G . \\. of Feder .:lt ion o f Sussex L" ,' "I :-iJ'torv 5,,( l(· ti es a t Milyficld 
foll owed b)' walk round villdl(e. Assemble 10. V; -II.OO a.m. at 
\lemori,,1 Hall. Mayfield. Full details fr0m Hlm. Tr <.> as. F SLHS. 
\Irs. Moorhouse, Woodlawn, The Twi Itl' n. L·pp.-r Bt"cdin.:, 'it l"ynll1g, 
West Su ss!'x, B:-.o4 HP (Tel : 'i t "yning 81 }719). 
Sponsor ed Walk in :\ shdown FN CSI arpil, 5 tarrin~ 2.)0 D. IlI . ,)t the 
Car Park. Daneh i ll. C ont ;JCI P.C . LUGl". ChJ.Jr n1.JI1. r<'U i\ (T,-I : 
Danehill 790573. 
:\11 na'mht'rs of SI:\S ar" ("1X ( !J ,~l ly invill'd to att"nd both F toderJ. t l" n 
events. 
/\ C(l"f,· , " ne-,' t oo hC' hC' ld b y t h.· I t. IlIl Jl,hlr , \l lIb f. n'lIp at 
So ,lIh,Hnpton I III"-r\ll)' 011 I Q.I)() ;1.1 11 . fi ll" w JiI bf' f e llOWI'd on 

v"" ~ t o 1\ \,' 1I ,IIJ1p'.hln · \I"" " ,bl.·!· t IQ 'l1 fl l( I('nl In t t"rC'\t. C0St 
•• f It", C,ml "! ""f f' \V dl bl' L4 1nl I JIlll h~ 1,' .1 Ind <' oHe!' .Hld l5 for 
11", \111 1\ T"1lf 1I1. 1udlng " I1tr "r' , " " 't'\ JIlfl .- tlach. An Inclusive 
\I, ",, ~ ",1) b,' nbI.Ol,,('d Inr LS f r o lT1 \I". J'.Im \'oorl' . 51 Port<.>ous 
Cn'~1 .'n l . ( 1i;ln.1I1''' I l)ru , tf.m t \. "t'~ Zl'Il •• Pholl(, 0 42-15-63447. 
I I1 t\ " '.lr~ ~ f 'i,"" dlll "(j "',' , vl( I" . II hn lratC'd lalk by Guy Bell, 
D i r l'., t '1r l' i1 I" " k, f\" l hh \ ,r n", I' ·\"Ihont y . 7 pm Sussex Rooms, 
l "',, "k 'I It port. 
V,, :I 10 !'r c -war Pdssen~e r Terminal (the BeC'hive) at Gatwick. 
\lcel ou t side Beeh ive 2.30 p.m. 
We have been in vi ted 10 join the Croydon Airport Society on two 
visits to Gatwlck which in .\1.1\ ce lebrates fifty years of scheduled 
servi ces. It will also b(' th!' 50 th anniversary o f the Beehive 
passenger terminal whi ch in 19 _16 was very revolutionary. 
It is hoped that it wJ!1 not be necC'ssary to limit numbers but it 
w i ll be essential t o notif y John King of Ihe Croydon Airport 
Society al 44 Le -'lay Avenue, London SEI2 9SU of your 
intentions. (Please mark your ·.. "I.'e lope SIH). No acknowledge

ment '''''ill be sent but if )011 h:l\ 0: :Ln y questions about tran~port 


access, parkin/( etc, YOll should " " c lose SAE. 

The Sussex R ooms ,,,' In Ihe main terminal building and thl'r,'lure 

easy to reac h by train ete. The r.eehive is nearly a rTlde !(> the 

fOlJtt, of Ihe mam tNmm.11 / stati on and lies just off th,> .'\23. 

Adeq\Jate parking" .lVaJiah ie at Ihe Beehive. 
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Friday 12 Se pt ember A l A ,-\nnua l Confere nc e a t L oughborough preceded by add ilJ onal 
ro programme of Visits 91h-11 th September . Conference pr ogr amme 

Sunda y 14 Se ptember and appl icati on forms ava ilable fr0 m Gen. Hon. Sec. Ra n "art in. 
Sunday 5 October :\111I er s Day a t I'! utley Wi ndmill 

BOOK REVIEW S 

H. C leere and D . C r ossl ey , The Ir on Indu st r y of the Weald, L eices ler Univer sJl y Pre ss 
0 9&5 ) pp 395 , l 47,50. 
B.H . Her berr , F ie ldwalker s' Gu i de t o the Ir on Indu stries o f Ihe Weald, Ihe author , 
Sw l lng Way, Eas t Grinslead (t 98 5) pp 66 , l 2.8 5 pos t free. 

These IWO publi cations sl and in Ihe ir ow n r ight at op pos i te ends of Ihe price 
scal e. N o book can ye l be desc ribed as a de finIt ive st udy of the Weal d ir on industr y 
m ore is continually be ing discove r ed and excavati on thr ows more l ighl on t he workings 
th em selve s. ,I,l odern dating technique s and additiona l artifac t s he lp to refine rec en t 
knowledge wilh greater accurac y . H oweve r, Hen r y Clee ve and Dav id C r ossley have 
pr od uced Ihe most com prehensi ve and well i llustrated sur ve y to da l e w hic h wi ll st and 
as the main r eference wor k for Ihe fUlure as Straker' s book Wea lden Iron has done for 
the pas t fift y years. 

!' part fr om the all embracin g how , why , and w he n, o f the Kenl , Surre y, an d 
Su ssex ir 0n industry t hr ough t he ages, I here are gaze tt ee r s cove r i ng Ihe w hereabout s of 
all bloomer y sites, Roman bl oom eries, and wa ler-powe r ed sile s. EXlensiv e r e ferences, 
bibli og raphy , and inde x comple te this fine work. Badger the publiC librar y for a copy 
or indu lge your self. 

Th e book' s ded icat ion 10 Fred T ebbutt as Pr es ident of th e Wealden Ir on Resear ch 
G r oup and "fie ld ar c haeologisl w ithoul peer" IS an inspi red l ouch. How fortunale th a t 
publication and launc h occurred be for e Ihe de alh lasl Decem ber o f Ihi s renowne d SIA S 
member. 

B.K . Her bert 's spir a l-bo und pape r back is an excellent inlroduct lOn to Ihe r ise 
"ncl fall o f the ir on industry o f Ih r " e::l ' d. Withi n 66 pages he ha s desc ribed the 
geOlogy of Ihe arf' ::l ; dI scover i ng an d mming I he or e; pr oduc ing th e char coa l; the 
bloomer y and blasl- i ..,rnac e peri ods; Ihe produc t s of the indu str y; an d fi e ld wa lks to 
date si tes. There are some re vealing ca lc u la t ions - for example t he number o f 
barr ow-loads of mi xed or e and charcoa l nE-eded by a b laSI f ur nace each day sh ow t ha t 
the furnace loader w as certaInl y kep i busy. ,\ 150 t he ga llonage o f wa ter ne eded 10 
operate the blasl fu rn ace for a fu ll burn and Gaol-down is indi ca t ive o f the Size of 
f urnace pond requ ir ed. The f ew dlu srr a llOns rnak ·c ir on working com e a l i ve and the 
boo k r epresen t s excel lenl value. 

FREDER ICK SO W£E Y 

Adri an Peasgood, The Hor se Buses of Bright on and Hove, pp 54. ,-\5 . Ihe U n iver sit y o f 
Sussex Centre for Con l Jrlui ng Edu ca lion, Fa lmer , Brl ghlon BI'!I 9EG, l 2.95 . 

Adrian Peasgood 's booklel fills a gap In the Iransport h ,s tor y of t he conur ba t ion 
and for tha l r eason a l one muSI be w E- lcomed. However It has been Ihoroughl y 
researched fr om the m inul e books o f the Br Ighton Wal c h, and Hove Po lic e C o m millee s, 
and also from loca l newspapers and is ex tr em ,' l v clearl y present ed and produced. 

Horse buses in Ihe area start ed wil h the cU, iil ng o f the r a ilway In 1840. pr OV iding 
a se r v ice for the well -Io-do resi denlS 0f Kemp an d Brun SW Ick Towns. Th e se r VIce was 
lillle all e r ed fo r Ihe ne x t Ihirt y year s bUI during t he sevenl ies rapidl y ex panded to 
ser ve Ihe be t eer class hOU Sing being con str 'jc l ed al ong the L ond0n and Lewes val leys 
(hor se buse s could never se r ve the mNe ' -::, M eas o f Br :;;" tonl as " -el l as sen'mg 
developing Hove. By 1900 th ere were over I Cc, buses opera tIng ,"nh , on Ihe most 
f r equen ted r ou te s, a t w o minute headway. The end m Bri~h ton ca me suddenly wil h the 
intr oduc lJQn .:l C t he munwipal el ec t r iC tr am way ,,'ste rn Irl 190 1 but In "n1i-tr amwa y 
Hove h0rse buses continued; bei ng gr udual ly r eplaced b y motor tr act ion. The la sl ho r se 
bus ran In 19 16. 

As an 'naust rl a l archae.)lug lst one would like to h,1\"<- known whel her the v€'n lcl es 
were ,:onsrr" t t ('d 1" ...., oIy or bou!';h t "o ff I he she l i ". aNI "- I th il l leas I f ive (m0re Il k elv 
t en) hor se , r eq l llfed to eolt: h veh ic le , ex ten Siv e sl il b l lng mu st k w e been re qU Ir ed in the 
row ns. Sim dar ly . the eco nomi Cs of oper a l ing a bus sen ice M P nOI cove r ed In any 
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detail. I suspect rh IS IS not duE' to a lack 01 research but to a paucity of source 
documentatIOn . Indeed d·p compan\ ·. :ord, of the B"S'.tf): :. Hove 3nd Preston Un i red 
Om~ l b u s Company w<"re ,·,·qroyed t"o ) ':MS after the cO~'['anv's liqUidation In 1922. 

Comr lemented by .3 set of interesting and n,'t too familiar prJnts and 
photogr aphs, the bc'oklet IS hiRhly recommended. 

JOHN BLACKWELL 

RECE:'-JT P 'BLlCA TlONS 

The follow ing ha ve been published r ec cn tly by \\iddleton Press: 

Eas t Gr instead - Then and Now Price l5.95 

Br anch Line to Ten ter den 

Steaming Through Eas t S_ussex 

Wes t Sussex Waterwa~ 

Haywards Heath to Seaford 

E s l beu rne to Hast ings 

lb.95 

H.95 

H.95 

H.95 

H.95 

,"Ithough no t concerning Industrial Archaeology another recent publication may 
well be of interest to our members. The Military De fence of West Sussex by John 
Goodwin covers 500 years of fortification of the coast between Brighton and Selsey by 
man-made structures ranging from the substantial to the comical, together with their 
armaments and the soldiers who manned them (according to the press release). Price 
17.95. 

,"11 above available from local booksellers or DOSt free from Middleton Press, 
Easebourne Lane, \1idhurst, West Sussex GU29 9AZ. 

THE IOEOPLE O F HIDDEN SUSSEX 

I am sure "1embers have read - or at least dipped 11010 - Hidden Sussex, by David 
Arscolt dnc! Warden Swinfen, (both well-known broadc asters on- Ra di o Sussex) published 
by BBC Radio Sussex in 1984, price l3.50. Ir con t a ins a good deal of interest for 
industrial archaeologists and is especially uspiu! when dealing with the more obscure 
corners of the Counry, unknown to most members. 

:'-Jow the aurhors have brought out a second book,. The People of Hidden Sussex, 
again published by rhe BBC, at U.95. John Whiling has again supplied the delightful 
line draWIngs. Brick enthusi2.SlS may lIke to know that under 'Heathfield ' there is a 
note on John Harmer (C. 1799) who made the terraCOlla bas-reliefs for tombstones. 
While under 'Laughron' rhere is a drawing of the famous tower and notes on the Pelham 
family in the IntroductIon. Two subjects ,hat came up at our A .G . .'." last autumn! 

A",ON, 

AREA SECRETiI.RIES' REPORTS 

WEST SUSSEX 

Coultershaw Pump 

The combination of bad wearher during February and lack of manpower has 
meant that rhe winter maintenance programme has fallen behind schedule. However, 
every effort is being made to be ready for the first publi C ·Jpen day on 6 April. 

'-Jew cup-leathers hil\'e been made and fi t ('d ro th e pump, interior walls and 
metalwork are in process of being paInted and mor .: h g 'ng IS being installed. 

Bignor Park 

Late in "'larch a w orking party o f f our membl.'rs put In a day on the beam pump 
site, making a ph0!ographi c r ec ord of t he " . ~ f ound" Sl a t e Rn d clearing away the rubble 
of the collapsed r 00 f. 

Evidence so fa r is that all t: ss i b l ' m t I "" "'rk has been removed for scrap, 
apparently in the 19 305 . However, I IS hopr'd tha t from the remains of the structure 
and "mechanical" v. oodwork, CI. g. pum p beam .l l1d i/-u ides, it will be possible to deduce 
the layout of t he inst a l lat ion, 

Records r e ~ea rch and work on t. he , I r > will 1~0ntlnue, 

.. 4 -

I.A. survey of Worthing 

This IS proceeding steadily and It is hoped that the first batch of record slleers. 
relating to street furniture. will be completed 11, a month's lime. 

~1ICHAEL PAL\1ER 

NORTH SUSSEX 

"1eetings have raken place regarding Lowfield Hearh Windmill and a Charitable 
Trust Deed is being raised for Its r esloration and possible movemenr to a I'K al site 
Within the parish boundary. Ther e ar e many 'bridges' to be crossed With regard to 
planning permission from Local Aur hor i tles, D. of E, S.P . .''I.B, local Interested groups 
ete. Also of course funding is a ma jor factor and poslrive action will only be 
undertaken when a major Dart of the costs are seen to be pledged. However, 1986 it is 
hoped, may see the project moving forward . 

TED HENBERY 

CENTRAL Sl 'SSEX 

Jack and Jill Windmills 

The weatherboardJng on the round house has now been replaced. Unfortunately 
liltle of the original was found to be usuable. Work will shortly commence on the 
round house roof. 

Internally both grain bins have been repaired; rhe sack hOlsr. gears and jockey 
wheel have all been refurbished and replaced and all rha r is now needed for a working 
sack hoist is the leather belt which is in hand. 

JilI Mill is open rnost Sundays from Easter. 

B.R. va ndal s at work ' ! 

The altractive ex Finlay's tobac co kiosk which was originally the continental 
booking office at Brighton station has gone, together wirh rhe altractive cast Iron 
platform barrJers and gates, thus miS Sing, as usual wirh B.R, the opportunity of 
retaining the station as an entity rather than just rhe fine CCl,1 iron train shed. The 
destination indicator board will "ho shortly be off to York Railway \1use'.J I1'1. It 15 

apparently too labour intensive and will be replaced by an e lecrronic 'scor eboard'. 
feel sorry for anyone who relies on the vagaries of such Cl m " chine, particular '" if ir is 
anything like the one ar Victoria. 

JOHN Bl.'\CK\\ ELL 

OBIT lJ.''\ R Y 

Our late member, C.F. Tebbull, who died on 6 December 1985. had bee n r es idenr 
in rhe .A.shdown F ores t area for onl v 20 vears, bu t duri ng rha r ri me he had be(' ome an 
authority on the archaeology and history of that dlstricr, having reri r ed rher e f , om SI. 
Neots, Huntingdonshire, where he had lived and worked for me) ,, €, rhan 60 vears. As an 
amateur he was respected In the archaeological world, especia l Iv fo r h iS r "" ,edrches Inro 
the Saxon and Medie\' ,d pNiods ,n Hunts. and Cambrrdge~h ire, bur his In t er esrs Inc luded 
rhe post-medieval industrial period, one of his many pub l lCa rions bei ng on rhe w ind m Ills 
of Huntingdonshire. In that DMt of the country he was considered to ':le il n a u thor l r\', 
not only on local history, but niltural historv, ornithology and fol~-Iore, as his many 
books and learned papers bear witness. 

His conrrrbutions to Sc;ssex arChaeology :"mbraee all ne r, ods fr om rhe Pala eoli th lc 
ro the 20rh century, but he will be remembered especi all y a s rhe n a ru ra l I,·" der in h is 
part of rhe counry of the Weal den Iron Re se r r:h Group, wlrh "' h i, h he Wc1'> trwo lved 
from its beginnings. The authors of the recen t book abour rhat ind usr( " I ded,c ;ll C' d Ir 
to C.F. Tebbull as 'Field ar cl :-l eologist without Deer' - cl st areme n r sc- c on<kd b\ ,ti l hi S 
friends. Fred, or 'Teb', Ci 5 hf" 1.\i' 3. 5 kn0wn, w a s the rnost modest und ,~ f' n t h.· ,-..f me- fl, ..l nd 
in him was mu ch wisdl.1m w~'lJ ( h he was al\.l..I2I. )s will ing tu share Wi th ), "','r s. Ile \1,11 1 0 f> 
missed by all who wer e pr :vil eged ro ~now him. 

[RIC H0LOE0: 
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l 'BITI -\RY - J\.."H,\ GIB<;O":-HILL 

Sadl) Wt' 11.1\L' 10 r<,p,'r : thE' ",tlck n I''' ~ ' ''' f; of John Glbson-H II I 0n <;", ,<1 ,,), 2nd 
F ebr ·. lan 19:,/, . 

John, alth <'u~h n.) t a n,C ll1 bc-r o f the S.I. .-\.S. was an ac tive Inc mber of the SUSSE'X 
,-\r chaeologv Se) '- " 't\ .:In t Of-c rhe' r With Ted H('nbe-rv " '3' r e spons ible for s<' ttl ng up, III 

197 4 , th W IEL D \\lLL PR O ,'E C T. H€' mov ,'d Jnto tne \Iili C Ollage wit h IllS f.1 m tly ,nd 
his pers nu l ,- n t Jets with I1 e Craw ley [Ioroug Counc Ji and 10c_1 organ isations, 
together Wi lh I \!~ pr e,enc on " t<. as caretaker an over seer, proven Inql uJ llle . In 
recent years h ,S t ('r "H ied e ff orts In organis ing display mal r ia ls :<nJ a r r -lflg ing "IS I" by 
schools and Inter ~''' t ed g r oups I1 .3S greatly aSSI S (' d both the Crawley .\luseu l'n Societ y and 
our S. I .. -\.S. In ma l.;lng the Project a success 

Our sym path y g;:)es to his wi f e and I .'1.1! )- at t h,s t lf ne . 
TED HENBER Y 

,-\ SL 

111 tho <, .,,,[> <,, o f r <" earch car rrc-.~ .. '~ I t ior a recent his torical project I have 
accumu la ted .3 i ~ w r<, b te d , rticles "l l1 Cl1 " 3\' bE' of In(crest to members, one of wh'ch, 
0n P lumpton, I ha"e been able to expand as d r esu : t of the original research. 

:\ Brighton al mil ack of 1861 COnta ins a ,. jle of !n fNm311 on similar In style to 
the well remem er ed 'Red Exerci se Book s' wh,ch gave amongst other facts, these faCts 
on br lt ksc-

"a 1 C' ~1J .)( bricks 50') 
a 10.0_ <, f oantlles 1000 
3 so l ,d )ard of well wrought clay w i ll ma~ ,' 460 brick s 
32 common bric~s will cover a square y"rJ 
a c",nmon b flck must not be more than 9" x 4}" x 2" 
p ia ln t ll .. 5 shoul d be \0 :" x b&" x ;l-" (I) 

A Iltle recor deJ part of he brlrk ind ust ry 15 the mortar that bin ds the f ini shed 
bricks together: a 19 8 gu ide to R o tlJngdean c ontains th is geological gem:-

"Fift \, \ " ars a 0 old S lJ~~ x bricklaye rs would only use \vha t is k nown as 
C om be R" c>: I 5t ad o f sa nd tor ma >: ing, mortar. Combe Rock was dug out 
of the D ow ns \ ~I I Y. It is of " sa r il lUre and is mixed with fl int , this is 
s i fiC' r 'sh ri ed ' as t he (;o wnsm en say , and the Combe Rock mixed wit h 
c emenT. C N-r, be R~('k IT'Nt3r gi\'E's i t an oj ·,~ appear a,' ce and a rough 
surface." (2) 

The final Item was t e report In a loca l paper of a case heard at Lewes County 
Court in 1371, be r(> 'J, FUfler , Judge':-

":\Ifr l:'d l~Ll rt ne y Ellot -v-John -\nscombe, cla i m [or '-24 .2 . 3d for goods sold. 
\\r. H 1!\1d1ll .Jppcar cd for pl aJn tiff who re sides at Burgess Hill and ,\lr. 
Penfol o 'o r defendant who l i \ es at Plumpton, The clai m was for 20,200 
bflc~ s a liege d to be suppll ", j to the d fe ndant, but i( appearrng that the 
bricks '.vere for ,mo ther part '; . 
His Honvur hel d that th e .e t-::~c1 a nt was no t Il b lc fOf the am unl. " D) 

It is I" teres:. ng to compare ?r ,,- ·~ s ore, i t h1 S amount is for bri c ks alo le then 
their pr ice w o r k s ·)" t at 338 per '- I 2 per 1/-. Th is houl d be t:om pared WIth the 
price pa, d the m,)"", r of the bri c k s. The L al ; ~ r Id ( ' .1(1.,', ' ) 1mmond . a brl c km akpr 
of P lumpton Gr een rem en bc r s r eee i u'l\ 11)/6d p r I Cv. dll rl nR h 19 0" th is I SOO w as 
for f ired brick s, any ha ttered In [ ,, ' g w er> no P.lIC: :"r ' (~ ) Pr ior to the c losur e ,i f 
the Sou l hw" ter _r, e fi e lds n a r H o r sha m In I 78 l he r"le p S I _" ft bricks were '-42 pC' r 
ICOO.(5) 

Ti-.(> c ase :5 o f In te rest f or . r l! ) [r · ,~o('~ , 11 :,e lng that Anscombe was 
bUYing In bri ks, It holl h he li\'c o ill Ihe b r ll produ m g ar ea of Plumpton Gree". 
In[orrT' ::o t l_'n ubt;:lJnc d f r om emus - n Oi I, ; , rv (' (' ries 110';"s brl cl.; makE' r s in (h, parish 
from the 185 " s bu l.3 r ,(,d l() prodl! 1I ~" nO ! bClll~ lppar pn t l ntl l the 1870s. The 6" 
0.5. m p of 13 74 shO \\ ~ o(' ly on · DJ'! I.; J Id, I b\' ~1I 1d A m ,:ombe's shop, near the 
present 5,1 " p ub, t he ' t h" r ITI<lk , r s In rh' p n h ,,' l' rt' I) .,b h l \ of too small il .·<'::3Ie t o 
show t he1r wor~lngs I 1\ I' ~('J i . 
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,-\nscombe, one of the two Plumpton Creen shopkeepers was referred to as a 
chandler, then a grocer, throllghollt tht' peri e)d 1358-1890 , but in keeping w,th many 
rural r e- l.:lIl outlets at thi S time, he traded both in retail commodities and :IS a 
wholesale middleman. In this Instance he was obvlouslv taking advantage o f the 
burgeoc. ng Plum p ton building seClor that saw the area JrolJnd th e station steadily 
deve lop, .:t proce', that was part of a wider Victorian colonisation of the We3Id .(6) 

Refer · ·, c" .'S:-

(I) ~" -:.r:ce's Br'ghton Alm ana(,K 1861 
(2) H,E. J::iyan, RU llingde,Jrl and t he East Sussex Downs and Villages (1948) 

(3) ~uss ,' x Advertiser 27 September 1871 

(4) BBC Radio f) flghton interv iew January 1981 (tape with writer) 

(5) A, Chapman, The ""\emories and Local History of a Southwater Farmer (1981) 
(6) B.M. Short (ed) Scar foot Parish: Plum ton 1830-1880 (1981) (E. Sussex Record 

Off ice parish brickmaking) 

GEOFFRE Y :'vIEAD 

RUMMAGING FURTHER 

'\1r. Evans's article 'Rummaging in the Records' (Newsletter 49, pp. 7-9) starts 
with the reference to Joseph Taylor of East Grinstead 'Weaver &: Flatman' in the 
Univer sa l Br i tish Directory of 1794(1 land suggests tha t he fla ttened clot h in a large 
press. Unfortunately, however, I have never seen the word 'flatman' elsewhere and it 
is unknown to the Shorter Oxford Engl ish Dict1onary; moreover this same Joseph 
Ta ylor is li sted in the 1811 draft census return fo r Ea,t Grinstead(2) as ' flaxdresser', It 
seems to me far more probable that 'flatman' is a misprint for 'fl axman', a probabi lit y 
strengthened by the fact that the other East Grinstead weaver in the directory, Mrs, 
,'vIorphew, is also described as 'flaxdresser' . The two terms 'flaxman' and 'flaxdresser' 
are found frequentlv in East Grinstead sources from 16570lto 1811(2), proba bl y with 
ident ic21 meanings. 

(F ~ rthe r deta ils of this local ·mdustry will be found in an artic le 'Cloth Working 
In East GrJnstead' whic h I contributed to the East Grinstead SOCiety'S Bulletin 22 [Sept. 
1977 ].) 

J0 hn Goldsmith the palten wood maker of East Grinstead, also cited by Mr. 
Evans from the same directory, IS the only one so far noted in the town's history. He 
appears again in 1799, still town crier and now also clogmaker, in Palmer's East 
G rlnstead directory. He is our only recorded c10gmaker an d may well be descended 
fr om Thomas Goldsmith, our only known heelmaker, who appears in 1714 and 1717(4), 

\>\r. Evans's final East Grins t ead character, Samuel Stephens, continues in other 
records up to 1839(5), last in a line of braZiers starting With John Cole in 1635(6)but 
our only kno w n tinman. In 1856, however, George Cooper describes himse lf as 
whitesmith(7), a term of simi lar meaning. 

These notes are no more than fragmentary su pplementar y detaJis, but sim ila r 
fragments from the re cor ds of other pa ri shes for these and other occupations would 
together help build up useful indications of th e duration and distribution of a whole 
range of cra ft Industries in the county. 

References:-

S,R ,S. = Sussex Record Society'S publications. 

(I) 

(2) 
13 ) 
(4) 

(5) 

(6) 
(7) 

The date for the volume conta,ning East Grinstead (rather than 1798 as given In 
t he article); see J.H. Farrant, Sussex Direct ories, 1734-1940 (3rd ed., 1980), p.5. 
\rest Sussex County Recor d ofiiC;;-, P.'\R 348 / 26/2/6 
S.R.S., \01.68, p,16 
S.R.S., vo1.28, p.79 

Robson' , and Pi ot's Sussex direc t Ories --- --
S.R .S., vol.2 4, p.132 
e x In!. ,\1" D.F. '''eville 
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L IMEBURNING 

An article 'Lime Kilns in East Grinstead' by M.J. Leppard wa, published in the 
Ea st Grinstead Society's Bulletin 28 (Spring 1980). 

Copies of this and most of the Society's other Bulletins can be obtained for 25p 
each, postage extra, from Mr. M.J . Leppard, 20 St. George's Court, London Road. East 
Grinstead, Sussex, RHI9 IQP. 

THE THOMAS PAINE CONNECTION 

Back numbers of the A.I.A. Review, available on request from the Secretary of 
S.l.A.S., contain some very absorbing material and the writer has found in VOL.I No.1 
an article about an iron bridge at Sunderland which should surely be of interest to all 
members because of its local (Sussex) connection. 

Those of us like myself who are only casually acquainted with Thos. Paine are 
probably unaware, unle ss they have read the biographies, that as well as tObacconisti( 
exciseman and revolutionary, Paine had some claim to be a pioneer in the design 0 

iron bridges. Like his politics however, Paine's ideas on bridge design did not mitially 
gain favour at home, but had to wait till after his departure for America in 1774 where 
he claimed some years later that a single span of 400 ft. would successfully bridge the 
Schuy lkill river and he constructed models to try to prove his point. The A.l.A. article 
mentioned, seek s to deny that the iron bridge at Sunderland was a Thos. Paine deSign 
and supposedly built with Paine's hardware; as indeed Paine seems to have believed 
himself in 1800. However that bridge is now generally attributed to Rowland Burden 
MP, if perhaps owing something to Paine's earlier design. 

There is much interesting reading in the Review which leads to the conclusion 
that although a somewhat fanciful designer, (he believed in the struc tural properties of 
the spider's web l) Paine was well ahead of his time and seems to have anticipated the 
modern girder type bridge. The President of the American Society of C iv il Engineers 
in fact in 1905 said that Paine's experimental bridge became the prototype of the 
modern steel bridge. (Perhaps a rather over generous assessment.) 

Although Paine lost hIS job as exciseman in Lewes and departed for America in 
1774 it seems possible that at about this time he had the benefit of instruc tion from 
tha t em inen t schoolmaster, lecturer and engineer - Ca ter Rand who was then 
apparently dispenSIng technical knowledge to all and sundry in Lewes and whose 
achievements have been reported in Issues of S. I.H. That Palne was at least an 
acquaintance of Cater Rand is almost certain. 'l'he Bull House Westgate, Paine's 
residence, is almost opposite No.160 High Street where the school founded by Cater 
Rand's grandfather was located (next to SI. Mlchael's Chur ch). 

Moreover Pame was not only a regular customer of the White Hart Hotel in 
Lewes but a friend of the Verrall family who leased the Hotel and Lucy Verrall the 
daughter of the landlord was Cater Rand's mother. (Cater Rand it is believed took 
over the school from his mother in 1773.) John 'Farrant in S. l.H. (6) 1973 / 4 tells us 
that Cater Rand's public lecture course, which m c luded mechanics did not begin until 
1775 so it would seem that Paine's departure for .'\merlca was prema ture, If he had 
hoped to attend thiS new course. Samuel Smiles in L Ives of the Eng ineer s (1897) refers 
to a school where Paine was usher before serving as exciseman in L ewes, This could, I t 
seems, have referred to the Rand establi shment and, accordmg to Smiles, Pame di d In 
f act study mechani cs and ma them a t I cs a t thIS school. However Pome's aca dem IC 
career also Involved teaChing English m London, accordI ng to hIS other biographers, so 
Smiles' version may be disputed unless Paine's " ushering" oc curred while he was also 
employed as eXCISeman. . 

Since Paine spent at least SIX W'.j rs In Lewes, he most probably developed the 
latent technIcal ability that was lat er to emerge and be appreciated m America, whilst 
reSident m this Sussex seat of learnlng(?). \Ioreover, there IS further eViden ce that 
Pame's Interest In the use of Iron could have taken a practical turn at an early date by 
the opportunIty to obtaIn materIC}ls qUIte near at hand. From W.I.R .G. BulletIn I (New 
Series) 1981 It IS learned that newspaper advertISements of 1772 and 1775 refer to Bar , 
Rod, Hoop and Sheet iron and al so "Braz ler y and TInware" obt a mable from Ann~10ltneau x 
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&. Co. " ;I t their shop near the WhIte Hart Inn Lewes" - hardly to be mISsed by a regUlar 
VISItor to the White Hart l Thpre IS more In formation on Pame as "Entr epreneur" In the 
V;lrIOUS bIogr aphies and the NewcomC'n Transactlo~. With hIS active partlClp;ltlon, a 
protot ype bridge With a s,ngle sp;:)n of 110 ft. was made and assembled by the Walkers 
of Rotherham (Yorks) m 1789 and reassembled near Padd ington In London for exhibition 
In 1790 (also mCldentally, to engage the Interest of Sir Joseph Banks, PreSIdent of the 
Royal Society). Unfortunately however, Palne's partner m the venture, Peter Wh,teSide 
an Amerlciin, was bankrupted and both partner s ser ved a term In a debtors' prison. The 
Walker s who then bec:lme the owner s of the bridge had It returned to Rotherham where 
there IS some eVidence that parts were Incorporated m the Burden br idge at Wearmouth 
(Sunderland). 

An original deSign conceived by Palne was for a single span of 400 ft. (as already 
mentIOned) for the Schuylkill River crossing m America, but the Americans were not 
prepared to risk the venture and directed Palne towards the Academy o f SCiences in 
Paris, whereupon he duly embarked for France . Soon he W;:)S to begin, as it turned out, 
th e most dramatic phase of his political career, but without r ealtsing the amb,llons for 
his br idge. In 1800 after surViving the ReIgn of Terror in ParIS and preparln~ to return 
to America, Paine Wrote to President Jefferson mentioning the Sunderland bridge and 
mistakenly claiming that his design had been pirated. His return to Ameri ca was 
accompanied by models of bridges and other hardware, but none of these has surVived 
apparently - and Paine's last attempt to Interest authority in hiS plans failed, and he 
died In obscurity in 1809 In America. 

Argument has now cont i nued for nearly two centuries about the merit s of Palne's 
brtdge and to what extent it influenced further development. Certainly the Walkers 
gained much experIence and constructed, m addition to the Wearmouth bridge, the next 
noteable iron bridge - that over the Thames at Southwark in 1815 (under Rennle) - the 
largest Cqst iron con struction up to that time. 
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* CommunicatIons have been receIved from these. 
T.E. EVANS 

EdJ!or's Note: The Director of the Chalk Pits Museum is considering Incorporating 
thIS subject mto the "Roads and Road Engineer i ng" Exhibition at the Museum. 

DEMOLITION OF CATT'S MILL, BRIGHTON 

In January of thiS year work started on demolIShing a large number of old 
mdustrial premISes In Eastern Road between Freshfield Road and Sutherland Road so 
that the Freshfleld Industrial Estate in Brighton can be extended southwards. Part s of 
the buildings (Numbers 75 and 77) were used by John C at! &. Co., a firm of flour 
mtllers who operated here up to 1923. Whether Willlam Catt was the . first owner IS 

un certam, but Leppard's Direc tory of 1839 lISts the occupiers as Cat! & Son, ."-Ibion 
Steam \\i1ls, millers. They opened the bUSiness here as an addition to their existing 
Tide Mills at Bishopstone. 

An article In the Brighton &: Hove Herald dated 6th \Iarch 1926 gave these 
details. The wheat was ground by 2li pairs of stones until 1885 when the Alblon "'ills 
were converted Into rolling mills. The following year ~ chimney was built at a cost o f 
1970. It was 133 feet high With an Internal diameter at the top of SIX feet. In 1890 
the large silo granary, which had a holding capacity of 32,000 bushel s, was built at a 
cost of l2,0C,O . The mill was dri ven by eight cotton r opes from the Sixteen feet fly
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wheel by a steam engine of 120 horse power. There was a well on the premises 230 
feet deep, the water being forced up by compressed aJr. On average the mill emploved 
th" t y men. The buildings were finally closed down In 1923. In \Iarch 1926 
st eeplelacks demolished the tall chimney by detaching and dropping every brick. In the 
early days of the mill foreign wheat was brought from London to Brighton by teams of 
horses making three journeys a week from the London Docks. The flour from the 
Blshopstone Mills was hauled Into Brighton by Six-horse teams making one journey a 
day. 

An Item in the Br Ighton IX Hove Leader dated 27th July 1985 stated tha t ,n July 
1885 the mills, together With 22 bakers' shops and bakehouses were sold for l23,OOO. I 
asked a person demolishing Number 75 Eastern Road If he had found anything of 
Interest, but nothing seemed connected with milltng. My father In the 1920s was a 
baker who used CaU's flour, and I can stIli remember what tasty bread It made. 

INDUSTRY YEAR '36 

The follOWing lelter has been 
Industrial Archaeology:

"Did you know that 1986 has 
and regional committees have been 

H.T. DAWES 

recei ved by the Societ y from the Association for 

been designated as Industry Year and that natIonal 
formed to commemorate the year and to put young 

people in closer contact with industrial activity? 

"In connection With this, it IS hoped that lA SOCIe ti es can do something to eXCite 
people and interest them in industry and not just the hi storical or dead aspects of it; 
there are the current modern activities too. Many museums will be having speCial 
exhibitions, gallery tours or jOint Visits for schoolchildren from the museum to the 
industry where the ob ject has been made. There IS enorrnous potential for lA to be 
Invol ved in this year and it is hoped that the AlA It self and the affIliated SOCieties WI" 
play their part. 

"BP, toge ther With the lronbrldge Gorge Museum , have deVised a scheme entitled 
'Youth into Industry'. ThiS wdl be launched to all BP's customers and WI" take the 
form of asking their customers whether they have any histOriC relic which they would 
like a local school to restore. The same Information wIll be going out to schools 
throughout the country and the result will be that BP, aSSisted by the lronbrldge Gorge 
Museum, will put schools in contact With an appropriate firm. The project will be 
discussed and the school Will be asked to contact their local museum and l.A. Society for 
advice before starting a project. The school will also be asked to ensu re that the 
eventual location of the restored object is determined before the start o f the 
competition, and thiS could be a way In which museums and lA groups could acquire 
new objects. 

"The wholehearted suppOrt of lA groups, and the AlA, IS reqUIred If this scheme 
is to succeed. We urge you t o give It seriOus conSiderati on, and to contact your local 
museums and schools to see what opportunities there are for your Society to 
partiCipate." 

J Spavold 
Affiliated Societies' Liaison Officer - Association for Industrial Archaeology 

T APE RECORDING PROJECT 

The East Grlnstead Museum SOCIety is tape-recording the memories of older local 
residents for the Museum' s archives. 

The scheme's co-ordinator, committee member Mr. D.J. Skinner of 53 Durklns 
Road, East Grinstead (23031), will be glad to hear from anyone who might be Interested 
In taking part . 

"'emorles are important, 
so the Museum is Interested In 

and pictures. 

Further Informati on about 

for they can easilv die With those who hold them, and 
collecting them as much as It IS In objects, docum ents 

the ,"'useum Society may be obtained by calling at the 
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~'u,euln (open Wednesdays and Saturd;}ys, 2-4 r.m .• admiSSion free) or by telephoning 
East CrlnstC'ad 23302. 

M.J. LEPP!\RD. Hon. Cur;}tor. 20 St. G"orge's Court, East CrlnstC'ad (22511); If no 
reply 'phone 23636 (E<l,t Court) and ask If .\1r. Leppard IS In the "u,eum. 
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