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VISITS 

25th April 	 10.30 am All day visit to the town of RYE. Meet at the Cattle Market 
Car Park Rope Walk MR TQ 920206. Alan Dickinson of Rye Local 
History Society will be leading us around the town to see places of 
Interest particularly of the working life of the town and the people. 
This will be a joint meeting with Rye Local History Society. Either 
bring a packed lunch or if you prefer there are plenty of places to eat 
,n the town. Please phone me for further det.ails nearer the time. 

24th May PLEASE NOTE CHANGE OF DATE 2.00 pm Mystery Tour of Mills. Otherwise 
as visits card. Meet at layby on the A285 road approx. due east of 
Halnaker Windmill MR SU 927096 for thet mile walk to the mill. 

6th June 	 John Blackwell's Coach Tour to the Watercress Line. 
See enclosure for details. 

27th June 	 6.30 pm Members Evening at our Chairman's home, Home Farm, Herons 
Ghyll, near Uckfield. We hope to show a video by the Weald Iron 
Research Group. Any other member with a video of interest would be 
most welcome. Please ring me if you are able to contribute. 

25th July 	 10. 30 am Rudgwlck Bnckworks, Lynwl c k Street, Rudgwick. Meet at 
e!"rance. I MUST know numbers beforehand. Those coming should read 
the article by Molly Beswlck in Newsletter No.53 as this gives details of 
a Visit by the British Brick Society. 

22n.d '\ugust 	 2.00 pm Emsworth Perambulation led by Tony and Mary Yoward. Meet 
at car park 200 yards north of A27 roundabout. 'viR SU 750060. 

26th Sept-"mber 10.30 am Bluebell Ra i lway. Visit to workshops and ride on train (at 
party rate if booked beforehand). Meet at Sheffield Park Station 
entrance. MR TQ 403237. 

4th November Annual General Meeting. 

I h il.·e given notice to the committee that I shall not be Programme Secretary after this 
ye ar. Wlllist I enjoy 	dOing the job, ! have done it for 6 years and feel that someone else 
should put their ideas into practice. Also there are other l..'\. activities which I should 
like to pursue. 
Next year's VISitS should be planned In August/September so we must find a replacement 
soon. Any volunteers? 

DON COX 

OTHER EVENTS 

!5th :\prd 	 (Wednesday) 7.00 pm CroydC'1l Airport Society ,v\eeting at Sussex Room, 
Gatwick Airport. Once again SI AS members are inVited to the Croydon 
Airport Society's annual Gatwick meeting. An interesting talk is 
expected '.Vhen Gerry Freeman and CecJl Bebb will talk about the 
successful airline which they ran at Croydon In the post war years and 
subsequently at Gatwlck where it ultimate'" became part of British 
Caledonian. The meet :ng coincides with the launch month of John 
King's GatwlCk 	 book (which Will also be issued as Sussex Industrial 
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History No.16). Ali SIAS members and their friends are welcome. The 
Sussex Room is situated In the main passenger terminal building at 
Gatwick Airport. 

19th April 	 First Open Day at Nutley Windmill 2.30 pm - 5.30 pm 
9th May 	 Federation of Sussex Local History Societies AGM followed by a 

conference on the development of Eastbourne, Tivoli Arts Ce ntre, 
Seaside Road, Eastbourne , iO.30 am. Full details and tickets from Mrs 
Joan Wilkins, 20 Fairfield Way, Haywards Heath, West Sussex RHI6 IUT 
(H . H. 412817) 

20th-28th 	June Amberley Chalk Pits Museum. An unusual event this summer is to be 
an exhibition entitled the History and Development of Printing. Over 
the past two years a number of machines and various items of. 
equipment associated with the printing mdustry have been donated to 
the Museum and the Exhibition is intende d to show our appreciation to 
the donors. [t is planned to open on Saturday 20th June and close on 
Sunday 28th. The Exhibition will illustrate the development of prlntmg 
and the graphic arts in genera') and in Sussex in particular. 
[n addition to the activities in the print ilng workshop the~e will be 
exh.ibits from local newspapers, general priMers, trade associations 
colleges and schools having an interest in the graphic arts. A talk or! 
aspects of printing history will be given in the audio-visual theatre on 
Saturday afternoon (the 20th)' - this should be of particular interest to 
SIAS members. "!ihere will be a short opening ceremony on the first 
Saturday morning, followed by demonstrations on the var ious printing 
machines whicl1 have been brought back to operational stalildard during 
the past year. 
You arc invited to attend and places have been reserved in the 
audio-visual theatre for SI AS member5. There should be lots to Interest 
all the family, so why not pack a few sandwiches and' join In our 
"Printers' Picnicll ! 
In addition,volunteers to assi.st in the erect.ion and ri\anning of stands 
would be very much appreciated. Otiers of heJp should be made to The 
Prin,ter, Alan Morris, at the Museum on Bury 370 or at home on 
W'orthing (0903) 503062. 

SUSSEX INDUSTRIAL HISTORY 

Sussex Industrial History N'o.J6 will be a special number on the' early development of 
Gatwick Airport. This will be the issue for 1986. Th,IS, and the next I,ssue, No.17 for 
1987 are ilil an advanced state of product iQn and are expected to be' distributed with the 
July newsletter or sooner . Thi,s] will however lea'Ie the editor with no articles in hand for 
the next issue for 1988. Memb.ers and others who have' matenal which tlney could write 
up to provide articles for ~his issue are requested to COf)tact the editor Dr Brian Austen 
at I Mercedes Cottages, SI. Jo/;)n's Road, Haywards Heath, W'est Sussex RHI6 4EH (tel 
0444 413845). The editor would welcome manuscripts suitable for publicat ion at any 
time. 

AREA SECRETARIES' REPORTS 

CENTRAL AREA 

FollOWing dereguJarisatJOn of bus services it seems likely that the number of garages will 
be reduced. The Southdowm Horsham garage has recently d osed and it seems opportune 
to record those remaining before they are cOlilverte:d for alte-rnatlve use or demolished. 
The following list, compileq by the Southdown Enthusiast Club In 1982 shows the depots, 
garages and dormy sheds of the Southdown Company and .their dates of operation. 

May I request membes w/;lo live near one to spend an hour phM()graphing pref.er-ably, but 
not essentially, in bl~ck and white and then forwarding the results together with a brief 
description of unusual or interesting fe·atures, to me, for inclusion in the Society's 
photographic archive. 

PORTSMOUTH [P] 1920- EASTBOURNE [E] 1920
Alton* 1955-1974 Allnston 1929-1954 
Boarhl!Jnt 19350nlly Crowbworougl;l 1949-193 
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Clanfleld 1929-1972 Hailsham 1957
Emsworth 1919-1980 Heathfield 1923,1927-1971 
Fareham 1941-1975 Seaford 1915
Hambledon 1935 Uckfield 1920
Havant 1980 Upper Dicker 1929-1867 
Hayling** 1935 
Leigh Park+ 1958 BOGNOR [B) 1915-1982 
Petersfield 1924 Chichester (C) 1923
Portchester 1941-1949 Compton 1930-1964 
Purbrook 1928-1929 Eastergate 1944-1961 
Warsash 1923-1924 Midhurst 1924
Warsash 1929-1971 Petworth 1921-1971 
Wlckham 1936-1971 Selsey 1921-1964 

Singleton 1924, cl927-1954 
BRIGHTON [A] 1915 Summersdale 1924 only 
Bolney 1918-1965 Walberton 1922 only 
Burgess Hdl 1922 only We'!;t Dean 1924-cl927 
Chelwood Gate 1922-1967 Wittering 1923-1965 
Cowfold 1923 only 
Crawley 1959-1971 WORTHING [W] 1915
East Hoathly 1923-1966 Barns Green 1935-1954 
East Grinstead 1933-1972 Dial Post 1928-1966 
Hassocks 1952 Handcross 1920-1965 
Haywards Heath 1925 Horsham (WH) 1919
Henfield 1923 Littlehampton (WL) 1921-1971 
Moulsecoomb 1957 Pulborough 1927-1971 
Lewes 1929 Steyning 1919
Scaynes Hill 1920-1935 Storrington 1915
Wivelsfield 1931-1950 

* Aldershot &. District Traction Co Ltd garage 
** Ministry of Aircraft Production establishment 1939-1946 

City of Portsmouth Passenger Transport Department garage 

I have included the Portsmouth area for the sake of completeness. Some of the 
premises, for example Crawley, will have by now been demolished; if members have any 
old photographs they also would form a part of the archives. 

Although Southdown was the largest operator in Sussex many towns had a local service 
and again photographs of their premises are required. 

J.S.F. BLACKWELL 

WE STERN AREA 

Cou lt e rshaw Maintenance IS proceeding. The paddles and starts are being repaired and 
refixed where loose. The steel beams supporting the suspended floors are being prepared 
for painting. 

Appreciable wear In the beam pivot bearings, mainly In the vertical plane, which has 
probably been gc ing on nearl y 150 years, is being tackled. The main wrought iron pivot 
pin 3'3" long, 11" diam. has been straightened and lightly turned between centres. The 
three cast brass beam bearings are being bored to eliminate oval wear. Sleeves will be 
bored to fl r the pm and turned for a press fit in the bearings. 

The elect ri C motor which dries the Duke and Ockenden bor ehole pump has been 
dismantled and sent away to have its windings Impregnated against the damp winter 
atmosphere In the bUilding. 

There is a backlog of maintenance to the building which we propose to tackle in the 
summer on open days. The regulars will thus not be available for coping with viSitors. 
We need some one each Open Sunday to take the money and hand out explanatory 
leaflets. The leaflets have not been used before and have been specially devised . 
Members wdl thus ,'ot be expected to know all the h!_;rory etc., or anything about the 
pump. 
We hope that enough Members will volunteer so that all 12 Open Sundays April to 
September In 1987 will be cov e red. Names to West Sussex Secretar y please. 

- 3 



Poyntz Bridge Repairs to the wrought Iron rail !ngs and te nslonlng members IS 
proceeding. Mid week evening site work will start after Summer Time begif")s . A request 
for financial help to complete the work is under consideration by English Heritage. 

ALAN ALLNUTT 

NORTH SUSSEX 

At Ifield Mill work is In hand to mount up the main spur wheel on to the vertical drive 
shaft. The preliminary alignment of the wallower and pitwheel has been completed and 
it is hoped that the spur wheel will be turning during the Sprmg. 

T-/le first AGM of the Lowfield Heath Windmill Trust was held in conjunction with the 
dharlwood Society and the decision announced to proceed forthwith With the re-siting and 
restoration of the windmill at the Charlwood Aviaries. At least DO,OOO, of the 
estimated l75,000 required, has been lorthcoming and the Trustees are confident that the 
project can be achieved on a relatively short timescale. Much of the major work will be 
undertaken by subcontractors but numerous tasks, such as demolishing the roundhouse, 
brick cleaning, site clearance and fenCing w!ll require volunteers, 

Anyone interested in thiS very rewarding work is requested to contact Peter James (see 
address below). 

TED HENBERY 

LOW FIELD HEATH WINDMILL TRUST 

Wanted to help in the restoration of Lowfield Heath Postmill, situated near Gatwick 
~in West Sussex (formally in Surrey), any photographs 01 any age - negative or 
t~ansparencies, or any other useful information whatsoever. Would preferably like to 
bqlrrow original negatives etc. for copying. Any such items would of course be returned. 
Contact: Peter J. James at 15 Sandringham Road, Broadfield, C rawley, West Sussex, 
RHIl 9NF (Tel. 0293 28844 Ext.429 - work). 

TELEPHONE KIOSKS 

At the time of writing 48 telephone kiosks have been 'listed' by the DOE as follows: 

Type K I - one 
Type K2 - forty-one 
Type K3 - one 

Type K4 - four 
Type K6 - one 

K~ made by Carron Co. and introduced In J 929 is unusual in that the rear panel (outside) 
has a built-in letter box and stamp machines. Only 50 of these boxes were made, of 
whi ch just four remain ,in use in the street, in Warrington, Frodshall, Tunstall and Whitley 
Bay, Five others are preserved in museums etc. inc luding one a t Sheffield Park on the 
Bluebell Line recorded in 1974. 

ROWENA OLIVER 

SOME NOTES ON THE BRIGHTON DISTRICT TRAMWA Y CO AND ITS SUCCESSORS 

As early as 1864 there had been plans to link Kemp Town with Shoreham by tramway. It 
was not until 1884 that these ~roposals were partially rea lised. The Br ighton District 
Tramway Co. operated 4 miles 51 chains of 3'6" gauge street tramway, originally Irom 
Southdown Road, Shoreham. Later it was shortened so that It started at the Burrel 
Arm s. It passed through Southwick and Portslade terminatmg at Westborne Villas, 
A!drmgton. The BDT was refused entry into Hove so a Brighton, Hove &. Preston United 
horse bus took the passengers to Brighton. lI t first the line was operated by two 
Wilk inson Patent Tramway. Locomotives with two double deck bogie cars. In 1885 three 
small one horse single deck cats were bought. Seven double deck horse cars followed in 
1886 (these had six windows on each side of the saloon). The horse st ock worked in with 
the steam stock. In 1887 one of these cars No.IO (later Brighton &. Shoreham Tramway 
No.4) was converted into a battery elec triC car. Thi s was tested on 20 July. Also a 
third locomotive was purc hased. This was the unique Avelmg-Grieg engine. However the 
BDT went bankrupt in 1888. It was reformed as the Brighton and Distnct Tramway Co. 
ThiS concern faded In 1889. At this pOin t the two Wilkmson locos went to Wlgan. It is 
possible that the bogie cars went as wel!. The SIX re mammg dou\)le deck horse cars went 
to Worcester leav ing the three Single d.: ck cars, the battery car and the Aveling Loco. 
At the end of 1889 a new concern, the Brighton and Shore ham Tramway C()., was lormed. 
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This concern disposed of the Aveling Loco and in 1890 acquired five double deck horse 
cars Nos. 5, 6, 7,_ 8, 9 (with four windows on each side of the saloon). 

In 1898 the B &: ST was bought by the British Electric Traction Co. In 1900 there were 
three more double deck cars Nos. 10, 11, 12 (with the windows on each side of the 
saloon), car No.4 being scrapped at this time. The BET had hoped that they would be 
able to electnl y the hne and extend it to Br ighton and Worthing. Hove again objected so 
the line remained horse hauled. In 1905 motor bus competition started. By 1908 this 
was so ser ious that cars 10, I I, 12 were cut down to single deck. The three 1886 single 
deck cars (J, 2, 3) were scrapped. A very erratic service was run to keep the line 'open' 
though by 1910 normal service had resumed. Since 1904 the B &. ST had been fully 
mtegrated into the BET, the cars having the BET Magnet and Wheel logo on their sides. 
In 191 I Hove Corporation ripped up the track in New Church Road so that the Ime only 
ran from Shoreham to Portslade_ Closure was only a matter of time; the last car ran on 
6 June 1913. 

I am at present researching the history of the line. 11 any members have any mementos, 
photographs or know of same, particularly of the steam trams and the pre-1980 horse 
stock I would be most interested in hearing from them. 

In the last Newsletter (53) there were some notes on the former Brighton Corporation 
Tram ways (BCT): it is worth noting that a shelter also survives at the 'Pepper Pot' m 
Queen's Park Road. Another important relic is Car No.55 01 1937: this was not only the 
last BCT tram but the last open top tramcar to be built in this count ry. It is at present 
being restored. 

N. KELLY 

Editor'S Note: A further Brighton tram shelter was transported last year as a unit from 
Dyke Road (just north of the Grammar School) to the Chalk Pits Museum 
where it is now displayed. When this shelter was lifted, old tickets of the 
Brighton Corporation Tramways were found underneath. 

CLOGS IN SUSSEX 

Para.2{a) of S.I.A.S. constitution states the object of the Society as:- "to record the 
physical remains 01 economic and mdu strial activity" .. • in the county. However some 
elements of our industrial past leave no physical remains and few records, and one of 
these 'missing links' IS the manufac ture of pro tective loot wear for us e in industrie s 
where heat, cold, wet and weight made normal leather footwear unsafe, uncomfortab le or 
unsuitable. ThiS role wa s f illed by clogs and pattens and whilst plentiful records and 
rem ains exist lor the leather ba sed trade, the very much smaller clog industry has been 
largely ignored outSide of the c log heartland of Lancash,re .(J) 

Clogs are defined by the O.LD. as "a shoe w!th a thic k wooden sole protected by a ri~ 
of metal" and pattens as "a kind oi overshoe or sandal to raise ordinary shoes out of mud 
or wet" . A variety of materials were used m the constructIOn, the most common bemg 
alder whic h is hght, durable m the we t , and, as no ! in demand for other mdustrlal uses, 
was very cheap, 3d (J ~p) per sq.ft . in 1927, compa r d to vcam ora at 1/ - (5p). The latter 
was a hard durable wood, close-graJrJed and, unusual !y in wood t rades , was worked green. 
The high proportion of ~ ilica m sycamor e made cuttmg the seasoned wood costly m th 
way It blunted tools. Syc amo re from the hedgerow w s generally preferred to fore st 
trees. Willow and poplar were a lso used, both light woods, t he for me r being springy was 
used for t he fam u nort hern dan 'mg c log. The Id spread use of machine mad e clogs 
saw gre a ter use of be e h, a heavy, hard wood With l it tle sprmg.(2) 

The trade was composed of t wo d,st mc t diV IS ions, mater ia l based and market based. The 
former took place 111 th woodl a d a reas wll r ' iti ne ran t gangs 0 seasona l workers, 
c logg(:rs, cut and shap d the wood Into 'b d lets ', dckmg th ·m in t al l beeh ive shaped 
mounds to season. The 'top a nd lop' wa' .old o ff s pea-st icks and Ilrewood to 
supple me nt the seasonal Income. The actual manufac ture of the clog took place In 
Villages and towns near 'he ma rket f':J r th~ product , whe re the bi llets were Individually 
shaped and f itted 11th leat e r uppers and me ta l t oe stripS nd sole-lrons.(.3 ) 

In th 18405 L3ncashlre a c ounted for 50% of all clogma kers and there were large 
numbers m all the nor 'h"rn r un ti es ar: In W..l lt.:~. but Sllssex too had it s contingent. The 
16 IJ d In the 1851 , e nsus surp ly does nDt I c1 ude the large numbers of seasonall y 
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employed woodland labourers, or those clogmakers who were recorded under boot and 
shoe makers. There were two separate areas in Sussex where clogs wer ~ made and hence 
worn; the coastal towns and the Wealden rural-industrial area. The former were, 
Hastings 0) Brighton (4) Chichester (I) where the tannHS of Chichester, the fishpackers 
of Hastings, and the metalworkers, brewery-workers and constr'uction la':>ourer , of 
Brighton would all have found clogs an essential element of their work. Inland Sussex 
hacl makers at Petworth (2) Horsham (I) lfield (Il Horsted Keynes 0) Framfleld (I) and 
Burwash (3). Here again the 'wet' trades of brewing and tanning at Petworth and 
Horsham would both have required clogs. The fT,ore rur,ll makers may have be~n 

producJng for 'export' to the urban areas, a possibility also for the only rural southern 
tllogmaker at Walberton 0) near the extensive Slindon and Rewell woods, but the 
quarries, sawmills, tanneries and haulage concerns of the Weald would ali have needed 
the protection clogs gave to workers.(4) 

Where clogs would have been caked with clay or heavy mud, pattens could have been 
employed, to protect the actual shoe or boot. Thomas GeerJng writJng in 1884 noted a 
more delicate use, when at his mother's wedding day" ... the bride walking to church 
across the Tye (at Alfriston) in her best pattens ... " indicating that she had a pair f or 
more mundane occasJOns.(5) 

There was a steady decline in clog-wearing, and thus making, throughout Britain from the 
I 860s, as leather footwear became cheaper and more easily distributed and the clog, 
always considered a low class of footwear, became confined to the Lancashire heartland, 
finally succumbing with the run down in mines, mills and furnaces in the 1930s. Apart 
from a respite in WWIl when clogs were 'pointless', the craft continued to shrink until in 
r.,he 1980s there are possibly only 40 craftsmen left, making perhaps each four pairs per 
week. An encouraging sign is that this is now a trade dominated by young tradesmen. 
Perhaps in this era of high price footwear it is worth noting the comments written in 
191 7 in the Plumpton Parish Magaz ine:- "Boots are very dear and leather is "i most 
unobtainable. Why not buy clogs, the wooden soled boots which last longer and have 
indeed been approved of by those who have tried them?"(6) 
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AMBERLEY CHALK PITS MUSEUM 
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1884 (1925) 

11 Nov. 1984 
March 19 I 7 

G.E.F. MEAD 

At the Museum the frenzied pre-opening rush is on. At the end of October we always 
count the months to opening. As Christmas goes pas t this becomes weeks and then 
&radually it becomes days and then a matter of hours before the Museum reopens to the 
oublic on April 1st. 

Somehow there never seem enough days and hours left to complete all the tasks, never 
enough people. The weather IS always wrong and we always underestimate everything, 
and yet, somehow, on the mornJng of April I st everything that needed to be done ha s 
been don e. This year we seem to have not so many taSKS but each of them IS larger. 

We are struggling to complete the Southdown Bus Depot and its associated exhibition. 
The Manpower Services team augmented by various learns of volunt eers have been 
carryJng on the carpentr y work and the exhibition work and preparing exhibition panels 
for display. 

The number I Kiln and grinding mill area is now rapidly nearing cOOlpletJOn but, at thiS 
stage of the winter's season there stili remains much to do. With all the frenZied 
actiVity out on site, administrative work often has to take a bilck seat and for approXimately 

) 
) 

a month \ ha ic m III.P' UIII l'.::.p' r work' k , I. tne Iv\useu:: ticking over and varJOus 
projec t s 10 Ile ' r i olf er(' , . pOT S "I boilJng 1< 11 ,· . .. rtaken. Staff and volunteers at all 
levels ar t' 11 rec te d 10 work ()n ly on projects 1I arc essential t J the reopenJng. 

: personal!; IlJve b~ 11 Jnvoi ved III a numb~r 0 1 _, Ic k-Iaying operations, having discovered 
fi r tly tha t I am a.Jll· 10 cope With laying one br ick upon ~nother and secondly, like 
\\ inston C h Irchdl, '\ I t IS mos t enjoyable. hke Wall, our \\useum Manager, has been 
keeping Se "er al pr ol!'cr.; on the move: t he Im provement 01 the Cobbler'S Shop, the 
Ir')nmonger's hop ar.d the Roadmaklng exhibi t ion . in conjuncllo r. with tf)e staff of the 
~. : C graphl ' . deparw pn t. 

Howard Stenlllng, our Educatlor: Office., ha 3 bee" working solidly on the new Southdown 
Exhibition and prepar ing the graphiCS paneJs for that. 

John Lane probably leads the most varJed life of our staff, In that his role changes 
accord 109 to the numbers of volunteers avadable and the pro;ects on which they arE" 
engaged. HIS r :;;·tl ,-u lar project for completioll at present is the Kd :1 I and Grinding Mill 
area, along \ .. :h the installaTi on of the 1852 Rack Saw Bench In the Timber Yard. In 
between lic-,le .; such minor proj l:c ts as ensuring that the Audio-Visual Room roof does no, 
:o llaps,' are taken in hand. 

While all of this is going on new exhibits continue to be offered, some are accepted and 
some have to be collected. One, such as the 1870s hand operated rail mounted crane 
from Shorehom Port, had to be co:lected prior to opening. Others are delayed until after 
the magi c date of April 1st. 

Members VISiting the Museum thiS year will be assured of seeing new exhibitions, 
improved caption content and a number of new and eXCiting exhibits. 

IAN DEAN, DIRECTOR 

ILLUSTRA TED TALKS - A series of PubliC Meetings in Sussex 

During April 1987 the Museum Director, lan Dean , will be giving a series of illustrated 
talks about the museum, shOWing how the project was founded, ho,,", 11 has developed and 
plans for future growth. 

The talks have been organised to create a greater awareness of the work bemg 
undertaken at Amberley and to encourage new member,. to jOin the supporters group -
The Amberley Chalk PitS Museum ASSOCiation. 

There is no admission charge to these meetings -

C HICHESTER: 
f· .• , J NDEL: 
HORSHAM: 

The Assembly Rooms: 
The T ow:! Hall: 
The Town Hall: 

they are 311 qUite FREE. 

Wed. 8th ADril at & p.m . 
Friday 10th April a: 7.30 p.m. 
Wed. 15th April at 7.30 p.m. 

There wdl be members of the Association present, together wJ!h Trustees, to diSCUSS the 
Museum With you, and there will be a sales and membership stand too. 

)0 come and find out about the Museum, you will be amazed at what has been done, and 
:xcited by our plans for th·,' future. 

If you have any queries about the mC·i· tings then please do not hesitate to contact the 
.Vluseum office on Bury 370. 

H.M.S. WARRIOR 

In I'. pril I ~87 onc of the largest and certainly most expensive re , loration projects of the 
de dE' com es to fulfilment wt " '1 H.M.S. WARRIOR will be to\\ed from Hartlepool to her 
new 1. 1.3 II JiJOn jelly at Portsmouth harbour. 

Bu d t by the Tham es Iron-works and ShlpbulldJng Company at Bi3ckwilll she w as laid down 
In May 1859 and launched at the end of 1360. WARRIOR was :' 1 the first Iron ship, or 
the first screw propeJied ShiP, no' coven the first armoured ship. but she was the first in 
t he world t o Jncorporate all these features and stands on the diViding line between 
wooden ships of tile line and the modern warships. ritt ed OCJt at the nearby Victoria 
Do cks With two cyl,nder Pcnn truck en ~ ! n es, mast,. spars and sails "WARRIOR" w~s 
can ·IO IS SIOI ,··d on 1st Augu>! 186J . E xcept when nla' l\w uvrong I, line of battle or enterin~ 
ha r buu r she wouJd have been sail power ed. as her sleamlng r3nge was iomJ1ed to 1000 
md es because her bunkers could only hold 0 j O tons 0f coai . Her propeller could be 



hoisted up Inside and her twO funnels lowe red to upper deck level wl,en under sail. 

She had a 22 inch belt of iron and timber armouring and originally mounted a main deck 
broadside of 68 pounder smooth bore muzzle loaders; at that ti me the heaviest gun in the 
fleet. WAR RIOR 's later armament included the new rifled bore breech loader of 110 
pounds. Throughout her first commiSSion her gunnery officer was Jackie Fisher later to be 
First Sea Lord, during World War I, and a staunch supporter of t he "Dr eadnought" class of 
battle shi p. 

There was no war during WARRIOR's active serVice, and she was removed from the 
a,ctive li st in 1883 and retai ned in reserve as a hulk at Port smou th . 
IIn 1904, still in good condition, she was renamed VERNON III to form part of the floatll1g 

torpedo school In Portsmouth harbour . In 1929 she was towed to Llanion Fuel De pot at 
Pembroke Dock, Milford Haven to become a floating jetty, on which to berth oil tankers 
and ships requiring fuel. Renamed Hulk cn she remained m thiS employ until 1979 when 
the Royal Navy handed her over to the Maritime Trust for restoration. 

This restoration, to as near her original 1860s conditions as possible, has been undertaken 
by the 140 strong Hartlepool work force sponsored by the Government, through th 
M. S.C. , and has been ex tremely cos tly. In addition to grants and donations over !:. 
million has been contributed by the Manifold Trust. Correct woods have been employed 
by the joiners except for the masts and spars where rolled steel has been used. 
Shipwrights have worked with steel instead of iron; and except for the fibre glas gun 
barre1.s no plastics have been used. 

The decisi on to reconstruct boiler and propulsion machinery was made only in May 198 5 
since then 10 boiler fronts (originally fir e d by 66 stokers and trimmers) together with a 
full size working replica of the massive Penn twin cylinder engines have been fabr ica ted. 

WARRIOR is a remarkable lone survivor from :he Vi c torian Navy indeed if one could 
have selected a particular ship for preservat ion WARRIOR would have been the one and 
shortly she will be open to the public on our very doors tep. 

JOHN BLACKWELL 

ROSEWOOD AND COROMANDEL ... a note on Brighton'S furniture trade 

The following advertiseme nt a ppeared in The Brighton Gazett e of 1825 :_ 

"Eligible business prem ises of Mr J. Carbutt , cabinet maker, Princes Place (dwelling 
house and cabinet makers shop) and lease for 16 years at low rent of U 8 p.a. of all those 
cabinet makers workshop, sheds, saw-pit, ya rds etc. si tuate and being at the north corner 
of Spring Gardens. 
Also the e ntire stock of cabinet articles, household furniture , stock-m-trade of J. 
Garbutt. 
In 	 yard and workshops in Spring gar de ns will be found several planks and boards ·of 
rosewood, corom andel, mahogany, beech , fir ,"frican Mahogany planks, wainscot boards, 
4" ana 21:" planks of Spanish mahogany. Large quantit y of rosewood, ebony, mahogan y 
and coromandel veneer , beech scantling*, a few elm boards, 9 cabJnet make r 
workb enc he s, capital turning lathe and roo ls complete, 2 Iron c ramps, 2 pair qeps, trucks 
etc." 

* scan tling - timber le ss than 5" in breadth and t h ,,-kn C' <;s. 

Thi S ddve rt I"ce ly ill us trates the relationship be twet:n the re ta il and manuf ac tu ring 
aspects of BrlghtoM's timbe r trade. Pr Jnces Place - was located at t he east e rn e nd of 
North St , (not at - but near - Its presen t si te) and would have been the shopfront on 
Bri ghton 'S main t horoughfar e and smpp lng s tree t, but It~ high rate~ and r"n ts . a nd the 
cro wde d loca ti on would have made I unsu ll a b/f .. ClOd e xpensi ve for rile manufaCture of 
furni ture ; t his be ing ' mdC'rTaken tn thr: indusHlal area " crth of the Old Town In the >Jort h 
Laine . Ir the 1820s th iS area had all the Jea tures u.soCla t(·d with . 19 tft cent ury urban 
fr inge - a mix t!i re oj ~ma l l hOllses, paddock~. ma rkl" ~arden~, fo undl stdb Je s, builder s 
stores a nd wood idrds. Thesl' '~reenJlel d' S11I'S wcr< rheaper 10 rt" )"'n deve lop, we re 
acceSSible for dehver y o f ra w mat('rlO! ls and ve l nl' r er.ough 10 th, -., ~JII zone ef the 
Old Town to min imiSe deliver \' <>od ~t 'l3ge .05T".(2 1 

Carbu 1 !' ~ va rd was In '\prlllg "Hdcr. north of CllI,r >, , ," t~,-· H. 'rlur,!\ 01 'lorth 
, ' I ~ ~ ""OclP ' "' I tilll.)\\, work s, La iN' . In ~p l te of Its pio'asal' 'lam" 'rll5 . Ip"· 

foundry ar, : • 1«: SaW mill, and was thus ty" .. .1I .. the area.(J) 

At the p r l.·,e~ t day, the arrange me nt 01 C urbutt's bUSiness can still be seen, with large 
retailers such as Hannlngt on~ , Waring &. GJi!O W in "orth St. and manufacturers, restorers 
a nd sawmli '" ou t 10 the ,\Jorth Laine at SiIes such a s Orange Row, Regent St. and 
Trafalgar Lane. 

Rer efences 

I. 	 Brighton Gazene, 17 Nov('mber 1825 p2 
2. 	 Br!ghton Church Rate BOOk, August 1824 

Sickelmore's Brighton Annual Directory, 1822 ,,1 7-18 
3. 	 S.I.A.S. Newsletter No.5 2 p5-6. G. Mea d 'The Eagle has flown - a Brighton foundry' 

I am grateful t o Or S. Farrant for advice with this article. 
G.E.F . MEAD 

EVOLUTION OF THE BICYCLE 

Paten,s 361 (8.2 .1870) <le 864 (31.3.18 71) were awarded to "Samuel Webb Thomas of the 
Rectory, Southease near Lewes in the Co. of Sussex, Clerk in Holy Orders M.A.". 
361. is suitable for "ladies or nervous persons" 

36 I. Thomas, S. W. Feb. 8. 

.'

Two-track bicyles, adapted for use by ladies; brakes; guards, dress. 
The backbone c, Fig. 2, is bent outwards towards the left side, and is then continued 
downwards to end in the rear-wheel fork, or 10 a single beam to which the rear axle is 
fi xed , the rear wheel being mounted loosel y. The seat e is adjustable longitudinall y an d 
is mounted on two par a llel springs, one of which is longer than the other and is attached 
behind to "horn pieces" fixed below to the axle o f the rear wheel. The front ends of the 
springs are attached to the bend of the backbone, the seat belOg thus moun ted over the 
fore end of the hind wheel. The front wheel is made larger than the rear wheel and it is 
driven by a crank axle d, both cranks of which are f itted to the left side of the wheel. 
A strut f carrying a small safety wheel or rolle r f1 is fixed to the rtght -hand side, and 
also t o the left side, if required, of the backbone. The brake consists of "a small lever 
centred upon a stud fixed on the side of the fork of t he driving wheel standard, or under 
the top of t he for k upon a pin passing through both shoulders of the same" and operated 
by turning the handle-bar. The handle-bar k is made longer on the left Side, and a spring 
is fitted t o the end of the bar on the right side. A quadrant, or other, shaped wicker 
frame attached to the front wheel fork by forked rods protects the dress from the front 
whee l. A shield 10 the form of a hollow, curved, semi cylindrical wing expanding towards 
the bottom, and fixed at the top to the bend of the backbone, protects the dress from 
the hind wheel. A leg rest may be filled on the le ft Side of the backbone. 

864. Thomas, S.W .. March 31. [ProVISIOnal protec tion onl y) 

Cranks; pedals. To rellder the thr ow of bICycle cranks adjustable by the rever se 
pressure of th e foot upon the pedals, the pedal plO IS Illled in a plate which is ca pab le of 
turnlOg on another pin, and which has a rounded end With flat sides bearing agalOst a 
spring. The spring, which may be fitted upon th e face of the crank arm, holds the plate 
If) posit ion for either the long or short thr ow. A s top piece on the plate may abut 
against the side of the cranlo. arm. The peda l plO may be ben t and fitted with two foot 
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plates to form a double crank, in which case the spring may be dispensed with. 

T.E. EVANS' 
THE SNEWIN COLLECTION OF SUSSEX INDUSTRIES CUTTINGS 

There is lodged in Worthing Library, local studies room, a collection of cuttings from the 
Sussex Daily News, compiled by a former Worthing tradesman, the late Edward Snewln. 
This collection dates from the turn of the century and contains some ot'1er related 
material. The reference IS S.680 Sus and the material is not on open display. 

To assist members not able to reach Worthing I have listed the dates of publication of 
the various editions of S.D.N., copies of which are held at E.S.R.O. Lewes and other 
19ca tions. - 

8.10.1902 I Reason Manufacturing Co., Lewes Road, Brighton - electrical accessories 
15.10.1902 2 Sussex Portland Cement Co., Newhaven and Upper Beeding 
22. i 0.1902 3 Tamplin and Sons Brewery, Albion Hill, Brighton 
29.10.1902 4 Burgess Hill brick and pottery works, W. Mecds and Son 

R. and N. Norman, Keyrner Brick and Tile works 
5.11.1902 5 Green Brothers, Hailsh<l>01 rope works 
12.11.1902 6 Eversheds Dolphin Soap works, Kingston-by-Sea 
19.i 1.1902 7 Regent Foundry, Brighton 
26. i1.1902 8 Worthing frui t growing houses 
3.12.1902 9 John Stenning and son, Woodworking, East Grinstead 
10.12.1902 10 Iping paper mills 
17.12.1902 II Lintott and sons, Shilllnglee stick factory 
24.12.1902 12 Heathfield chicken indus try 
31.12.1902 13 Fisherieo. Hastings Brighton, Selsey, Bognor, Eastbourne, Newhaven, 

I Worthing 
7.1.1903 14 Ship and boat building. Southwick, Shoreham, Littlehampton, Bosham, 

Rye. Hastings, Brighton, Hove, Newhaven, Worthing 
14.1.1903 15a Sub-Wealden Gypsum Co., Netherfield 

15b Tanning - John Kingsbury Groombridge, Battle Tannery 
21.1.1903 16 Glynde Creameries 
2&. I.! 903 17 Brittania Steam Flour .Viills, Portslade-by-Sea 
4.2.1903 18 Guild of Handicraft, South Harting 
11.2.1903 19 Chatterton and Co. Fine art embroidery, Hastings 
1&.2.1903 20 Albion Russell and son, boot manufacturers, Lewes 
2.5.2.1903 21 R. Fry and Co. mineral water manufacturer, Brighton 
4.3.1903 22 Mayfie!d School of Art, wood carving 
11.3.1903 23a Royal Sussex Trug Basket Manufactory, Thomas Smith Hurstmonceux 

23b Newbery Bros. jam factory, Battle 
18.3.1903 	 24a Bellevue pottery works, Rye 

24b Breac!' and sons, parchment and chamois manufacturers, Steyning 
24c Kingston-by-Sea chemical works 

25.3.1903 	 25 J. Evershed and son, candle factory, Brighton 

Below are listed the more industrial of Snewin's large and interesting 
collection of cuttings. 

5.9.1903 In a hop go:rden 
24.3.1904 Old Sussex glass 
17.7.1905 Sussex wood hoops 
24.7.1905 (a) Sussex woodmen (b) ol d Sussex timber 
25.2.1905 Sussex Farmhouse quaint industrlcs - flax, bacon <lnd sausases, bedding, straw 

plaiting 
26.3.1907 Brighton's g2S supply 
25.7.1914} 

R. Fry and Co. Brighton min~ral waters9.6.1910 } 

8.2.1912 A Warnham Indus try, brick ~ 

30.9.1911 LanCing carriage wor ks 

(4.6.1913)? Brighton Loco-works 


GEOFFREY ~\EAD 
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The fo l l o ~ .p two l1 ems a ppeared In a rt r (!n t Newsk t tcr of the Federation of Sussex 
Loc al HIS lQ Y Societ i e~ a nd ar e re produce' , h, re with t he ir :( InC fJermlssion:

SUSSE X MAPS AND HISTOR Y 

Valerie G. S CO l! and Hugh Barty-King hil ve produced a handsome new book on the county 
of Sussex In the series "Coun ty Ma ps and Histories". 

The book contains Su ssex co uilty maps mos t ly in colour dating from an early S:c !:ton copy 
of 1579 and a Speed map of 16 10 right thr ough to a fascinating satellite image taken at 
an altitude of 920 kilometres n~ove the earth. 

The volume IS printed on high quality art paper and will delight map collectors 
everywhere. The Illustrations plus a highly readable text resul:s in a book that should be 
on every local illsl orians bookshelf. 

"County Maps and Histories .. Sussex" IS published by QuIiler Press Ltd. at l6.95. 

CORRESPONDENCE 

The following letter appeared in the quarterly journal of the Sussex Family History 
Group. Its content has equal relevance to members of local history soc ieties and for that 
reason it is reproduced in full. 

"Brli3n Austin, 1I Alma Street, Weston-Super-Mare, Avon, BS23 I RB, wr1tes:

"I expect that most people have never looked very hard at a house deed or other property 
document, as the sight of t he first page of legal jargon usually sends one flying for 
something more interesting. Unfortunately people are often unaware that the back part 
of such a document often contains a "Schedule" which is the history of the actual descent 
of the property with dates and names, and often containing complicated family notes to 
explain why someone was the legal heir. Recently checking a bundle of parchment deeds 
for a house in Bristol I found that the Schedule contained detailed family information 
reaching back to c. I 560, my 'record' so far. Besides this, the bundles of such documents 
often include wr!'s, notes, and more unusual pieces such c:s notes fro r!, the 'Courts Baron'. 

"I want to make it QUite clear that these documents are beJOg destroyed by the thousand 
every year since the advent of computerisatIOn in the Land Registry. Once an ownershi? 
is estabhshed on that machine all and any previous deeds become irrclevant and can be 
destroyed. It would have been simple for the power s that be to instruct the holders 0 1 

such deeds to pass them to Museums and Record Offices for t'ilnscription but no, space 
is the essential. 

"Within the next 20 years we are liable to see most of these parchment deeds vaOlsh I;" 

smoke and shredder. Can you help? The information I' irretrievable and although it 
often refers to places far from the actual district, that information is of great value to 
someone, somewhere. Your own deeds are not safe <1t this time, although you may think 
they are, and appeals to the Law Society and other peopj", have only met with an 
impatient fob-off. 

"Do you know of any deeds, small bundles or vast collections and can you help to save 
the information by transcribing names, places and dates. Last year down here several 
thousand went in one day after a take-over of one solicitor by another, the situation IS 
desperate I 

"I appe31 urgently to Family History Societies to help save what you can. Many of your 
members are 10sJOg vital Information daily." 

[Mr Austin is a Local Historian and famrly historian in the Weston-Super-Mare area and 
consu ltant for the Local Museum an:J Library . Any enquiries accompanied by SAE will be 
answered on either subjec!.) 

I.A. I<EVIEW {contd.} 
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