
A New Pub~lcatl.oll bI~~~~~t:l.~~Y. 

Wlth ~ he last Newsletter members wi ll have received Sussex 

Tndus~'-i. al History No 16 con~aining a study of the evolut lon' -of 

Car:wlck ·Al.rpor'; 'by .10hn Ki.ng. An edir:i.on of r:hls important wori<. 

ls ava l lable for sale to the public. Ou~ Society is ~he 


dis~ribur:or of the publication and copies can be obtained from Ron 

Ma!":in ar: 42 Falmer Avenue . Salr:dean. Bdghton BN2 8FG at £3.95 

pos t pald (£3.70 if collec~ed). BR~AN AUSTEN 
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CH1EF COtn'Etn'S 

Area Secretaries Reporl:s 
Polegate Windmill 
Ambedey Chalk Pits Museum .- Opening of So·uthdown Bus Garage 
Brighton & Hove Herald photo archive 

NEWSLETTER ILLUSTRATIONS 

Members wlll have seen our firsl: illustral:ion in the April 
Newsletter No 54. The Editor would welcome articles which conl:ain 
an illustration produced by pen and ink tracing Or similar means 
as we have been successful with oUr first effort . 
VISITS 

25th July VIS{T TO RUDGWICK BRICKWORKS 
lO.30 · a '-rri~Rudgw(cK·Br{ckwo'-:ks. Lynwick Street,Rudgwici<.. 
The vlsir: had been planned for a morning visit only. 
However. arrangements have now been made fOr this to be 
followed by a recording session In the afternoon. 
No experlence is necessary as we shall splll: up into 
small groups each led by someone wlth r:he necessary 
experr:lse . For the unlnitlar:ed thls should prove a 
wOrthwhile and enjoyable experience . Meer: ar: 
enr:rance . I MUST know numbe~s beforehand. Those comlng 
should read I:he article by Molly Beswick In Newsletter 
No 53 as r:his g i ves details of a visit by ~he Bril:lsh 
Brick SOCiety . l~ would be helpful if members broughl: 
wl.th r:hem paper. pencil . eraser . clipboa~d and thelr 
LUNCH . The committee hopes that where poss i ble . 
future vis i ts will take this fOrm. 

22nd Aug. 	 2. 00 p .m. Emsworth Perambular:lon led by Tony and Mary 
Yoward. Meet at car. park 200 yards north of A27 
roundabout . MR SU 750060 . 

26th Sepl: . 10.30 a .m. Bluebell Railway. Visit to workshops and ride 
on train (at party rate if booked beforehand). Meet 
at Sheffield Park Star:ion entrance, MR TQ 403237 

14th Nov . Annual General Meer:ing 
DON COX 

OTHER EVEtn'S 
2617 · S~~E . W~ekend. Woodwo~kLng Seminar at Amberley Chalk Pits 

Museum . Details from Museum (Bury 370) 
10th Ocl: . 	 Saturday . Autumn Conference of Federation of Sussex 

Local H ~ s~ory Societies. at the Victory Hall. Balcombe. 
The theme will be "Aspects of i nter lor and extecior 
decoration" One of the speakers wf. ll be Dr . Brian Austen 
(oUr edLtor) who will talk on "The history of furni. ture 
and fUrnlsh l ngs 1500·· 1650" 

http:G.G.Thomerson.42
http:Blackwell.21
http:G.E.F.Mead.17
http:otr:ages.SI
http:edir:i.on
http:Tndus~'-i.al


AREA SECRETARIES REPORTS 

WESTERN AREA 

Coul~e~~haw ~ump 

A use ful working par~y was held on 28th March. to help p~epare the 
5 l~ e fo r ~he summer Open Days . Significantly though, the party 
compdsed commi.ttee members and rheir faml1.i.es. \.Je would plead 
for more suppo,': from the Society membershi.p in showing this 
tmpor~ant installation ~o the public. 

NORTHERN AREA 

I.FiELD MiLL 

The main shaf: now has r:he main spur wheel mounted and f nal 
<::ruei. ng up '.S i.n hand. The war.erwheel is regulady run and ': ere 
is encouragi.ng l nteresl: from local groups and nume rous par i.es 
have vi. sited since Easte r . The mill is now open to visitors on 
i: he LAST SUNDAY (2.30 -5 30) EA CI1 MONTH until Oc::ober. Admission 
is Er'ee and we ' shall be pa rt: i.cufarly' pleased to see any SIAS'. members . 

Open days have been attracting around 50 vl.sitors, of whom a 
number have expressed interest in joining "he Socie t y . 

the plvot bearings of r: he pum p beams hos consi.derably 
p ump . However, no soon er is one ( 

o r:i ses : unfortunate ly t he oal( paddl es 
becoml ng t"o~ten a fte r 8 years of us e . 
by t he l n tormltten t operat\on of t r 

~ rcpaoted ly wett:ed and dri e d . A 
rapo>:"te d a t the Claverton pumpl ng 

na l : the K & A Canal T ru~t have 
'eak an expens i ve meas u re 

Poyn : ? Bridg 

r hc ex i s t i ng handrail/tension member on on lde . and 
mo n u of a new one on ~he other. are proceeding . 

Conslderatlon i.s sr:i.ll being gi.ven to the best way f ur:blsh 
t h e ma l n ball race on which the b~idge swings . 

Arundel .~a~ tl~.~~ t!~ .~u~P 

Thi.s Vic;:orian installat:ion comprises "wo 3-cy li.ndcr pumps dri.ve n 
by a vertical axis turbine through bevel and st r nlghr; spu r 
reduct:i.on gears. lr: i.s housed in an elegant k"npped fll nt 
bui.ldi.r.g with stone q •. lo i n s, a:: present roofless . an u t:., Cad f ':om 
an ellipttcal ma sonry mll l -pond which is in tu, n [(lid by ':.he 
ove~flow from Swa n bou ~ne Lake. 

Th e slte was meas ure d and recorded in ~ he ~a dy 1970 ' s by J ohn 
Has elfoo ~ . ~ l a n All nu c t. Mtchael Palmer and others. a n d cleare d of 
v ege~oti. on and or: h e r debris. A plea was rnade tha t <: he buU dlng 
s hou l d be r e -\'oo fed ~o p>:eserve i~ but r:har: was nor: cons i de 1:'ed 
a pp~oorl a te a ~ r: he time. 

Th , mtll-pond has been stocked with trout 
year is open ~o ~he public for a fee. Mr 
running "his e nr:erprise on behalf of the C 
open ~ he pump building ro the publlc in rl u 
ts belng kep: in touch with develn ~mc r a 
wor~hwhile contribu~ion in the pre s c n taclo ' , 
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1.1 1CIIA EL PALMER 

We a~e very awa~e r::hat elderly and disabled pe~sons cannot easily 
cli.mb s tai rs and we are consideri.ng installing an electric stair 
lifr. to enable everyone to reach the fi.rst floor and see the 
mills t ones di.splays. and view the mill-pond. We have a £500 
grant towards r:he cost and Crawley Museum Society will be 
canvassing donati o ns for the balance. 

LOWFIELD HEATH WINDMILL 

The project of moving the mill to Charlwood is now a realLty and 
the contractor erected scaffoldi.ng on si.te in early June. The 
di.s rna ntling of the mdl is likely ':0 ~ake up to two months. 
dependent upon many fac t ors of which of course, ,:he weat:her will 
play a la rge par::. It ~s ?lanned to have t:he mill re-erected on 
ics new str:e at the Charlwood Aviaries within three years . 
There is scope for members to parttcipate ar:: various stages of the 
restoration and all offers of help should be made to P.James 
(Crawl ey 54070')). Xo~.~o~':: _ nec.~~~il.r:. .~ l:L~il.~~._~':l_~~ ._~k il!.~~_-= 
enthustasm is useful' 

ANY ~IODELMAKERS AB OUT? 
We have at ' ([(e-ler "MOl, some worl(ing models of fairground rides 
etc which are in need of repa ir. These were made by a local 
en r:: husiasr: since deceased. and are e lectrically powered. Funds 
are avadable for macer-i.ais and we require o:he skills of a 
volun'.ee r :0 complete : he o:esr:ora':ion. Offers of help <::0 Ted 
Henbery Crawley 2348] 

GATWICK AIRPORT H'STORY 

The lasr: S[ H covering t he ')Oyrs his tory has. on page 50. a 
pho .:ograph of t he model (circa 19 37) of ,:he airpor". By good 
fOl:r: une :his model still exists' Some few ye ars ago an o ld 
building near r::o the 'Beehive' was being demolished and \~e a:: 
[fie ld Mi. ll were told of a model (7' x 3'6") being disposed o f . 
T. t was ::ransported and stored on the top floor where it resides 
today. \,Je shall be contacting John Klng wir:h respect to its 
refurb is hment and ultimate display. 

TED HENBERY 
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~ENTRAL AREA 

Bus Garage Update 

1) Certain ':owns had more ':han one ga>:"age and the list needs 
ampli fica~ ion: 
Brigh~on Edward Street 

Freshfield Road, 

l-loulsecoomb Way 

Sreine Street Coach Station 

Overhaul Works. Victoria Road Portslade ., 


Eas~bou~ne Royal Parade 
Cavendish Place 

Portsmou~h Hyde Park Road. 
Hllsea East & West 

2) Bus sta~ions should also be tncluded : 
Bognor (demolished) 
Chichester 
Eastbourne Pevensey Road (demol~shed) 
Haywards Heath (now used as offices & shops) 
Lewes 
Uckfleld (demolished) 

3) G~rages Depots confLrmed as demolished 
B~ighton Edward Street (,he exit gateway inco Grand 

Pa rade rema ins) 
Brighton S:eine Street coach station 
C~awley 

Eas~bourne Royal Parade 
Lir:~lehampton (Offices remain opposite site) 
Petwo~I-. h 

Uckfield 
4) Other Operators garages 

Brighton Hove & District Buses . Conway Street Hove 
Arundel Road Whi~ehawk 

B~lghton Corporatlon Lewes Road 
Eas~bourne Corporation Chu~chdale Road premises 

were vaca:ed in favour or 
new st:e on the industrial 
estate of Lottbrldge Road 

London Country Buse s 
EaSe Grinstead Garland Road demolished 
Crawley Northgace Road demol i shed 

( replaced by new garage on industrial area close to t he one -cime 

overhaul works in Tinsley Lane) 


5) My undersranding of the published Ils~ is ~hat there was 

covered accommodatton at all of the sites. Tn the early days of 

stage carriage trac~lon vehicles were parked in public house 

yards. 

Thanks ro Brian Boddy. Roger Knight Martin Nimmo. Brian Philllps 

for :he above Lnformation . 


SF. I3LACKWELL 
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H_M_S. WARRIOR (see Newsletter No 54).- -- ­

WARRIOR arrlved in Portsmouth on 16>:h .!une to a very warm welcome 
from 3 host of small craft packed wlth Sightseers and a thunderous 
day~ime firework display from H.~I.S. DOLPHIN. the submarine base 
ac G05pOr~. 
The vessel will be open to che public from 27th July. 

GORDON THOMERSON 

PHOTOGRAPHIC ARCHlVES 

The C ommi~tee has be en concerned for some time that there has been 
no direc:::t on abo u " the tat"ing o f pho~ographs for record and 
archi. ve pur pos es . It is fel:: necessary ~o lay down some gUide 
lines a bou~ t his and to make cer t ain conditions for a trial period 
and subject to sufficient finance being available. 

Phorographs. normally bla ( ~ and white prints may be taken with the 
pr ior a u~horisation of " CommLtree Membe~ and the cost of the film 
and processing (or p r u r a t a if onl y par~ of the fj. lm is on l.A. 
sub j ec ts ) may be r e cove r ed from che Society. on production of 
recei.p ~ s for the expendi ~ u r e. One copy of each prln~ of an lA 
subject w l.ll be suppl ied fri;?e of charge _ i_f requested by >:he 
Member and lf prin>:ed at the same time as the developing. 

All material shall become che absolu~e pr operty of the SOCiety in 
whom all copyri.ghr: . rights of reproducti on eec. shall be vested. 
The Sociecy may where Lt considers it appropriate, acknowledge 
authorsh i p in any publlca'~ion in which deposited pho~ographs are 
used . The Society wi.ll not unreasonably withhold the supply of 
additional '-eprints from the deposi ced materi.al for personal use 
or for employment in an y publicat Lon which may be undertaken 
subject ·0 the fr 0rnber bei_ng responsible f o r any expenses in 
reproduct i.on . 

Paymen:: for photography will only be made conditional on nega~ives 
and pdn·: s being deposited wi>:h ~he Soclety and on signing a 
receipt incorporarlng the above condi::ions. 

RG MARTIN 

TALL CHIMNEY HERITAGE 

A rall Chimney Her it age Working Party has been formed to hLghlight 
;: he country's heri t age of call chimneys . The organiser of ::his 
worki.ng party has wri_tcen to our Gen . Hon. Secretary enqUiring 
whe t he r our Socie::y c ould p,ovide a c o -ordina~or t o search for 
unlisced :: all chimneys in Sussex. and to whom the Tall Chi_mneys 
Working Pa~ry could refer for l ocal information . Names of 
volunteers :0 Ron Mart i n please. 
The commi:tee considers ~ha: this "ask should no t be very onerous 
as we do not have many tall chimneys in this part of the coun: r y. 

LIMESTONE MlNES tn Archer's Wood near Moun~field 
.. . " . . - .. - . ­

The Ken : Archaeological Research Group is currently inves:igating 
~he Purbeck limestone mines in Archer's Wood near Mountfield 
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PHOTOGRAPHIC RECORD OF POST BOXES - EXHIBITIONT~cse were opera ~i ng as far back as ~he la~e eig~ ~ eenth century by 
~he ~arl oE Ashbu r nham Eor Ehe production of lime The workings 

Members . pa r tic u 1 a rl y ~hose who have been involved i.n record ngare unique being of the deep pat ter n wich access from a shafe. noC 
\~or~h ing stree( furniture . wi.ll be i.nr:erested to know that he~he more usual bell pies which one normally associa~es with 
Uck f; e Id & Distric~ Preserva::ion Socier:y have a pho~ograp icSouch-easc England. They were probably dug by De rby shire miner s 
-:ecord in full colouo: of neady 100 post boxes i.n the Uckfieldbrought down especially for ~ his operation. 
a rea. 

This will be moun~ed as an exhibition cO be s~aged at Bridge
Th i.S is a long term project: and ': he Group have carri. ed out a 
Co~rage. Uckfield ~n due course.surface su~vey and discovered che remai.ns of a leal and war:er:­

,,, hee 1 pi~ at a collapsed level into the mine. The wheel would 
NUTLEY WINDMILLh<lve ope ,~a ~ed a fla~ rod system to the pumps ins i.de <he mine. 1 

Uckfield & Dis::rict Prese~var:i.on Socier:y has jus: purchased twoMuch research is required co be done ro back up the fl e ld work and J new sweeps for Nutley Windmill. At a cost of jus~ over £300 ~heyour help has been reques:ed in this ,-es pect. J::asy access to che 
ao:-e hopi.ng for a good season and are publishing a new Nu::leyEase Sussex records is desir:able as the Ashburnham papers are held 
\~indmill Booklet containing a lot of illustrative material notthe,-e. Also i E any members are in'e>:esced i.n any of che 
used before. It is expected ': 0 be on sale for about £1.50 perunderground invesrigation ~ helr help would be apprecia~ed 
copy. 

r. f <,nyo ne is wi 11 ing ':0 help ple3se ge~ in couch wi.th Addan 
The bigges:: p(oblem of the Preservation Society is lack of help ·Pearce. 162 Kings~on Crescenc, Lordswood . Chacham. Ken~ ME 58Y Z 
Volun t ee-:s are urgenr:ly required for all che jobs associated wich 
:his cype of enterprise . Membership of ,:he Society is necessary 
but at £3.00 p.a. ~his should be no deterrent to ent:husias(s. The 
Hon.Sec is Mrs A. Long. The Mustard Po~. Fairwarp, Uckf i.e ld. EastBALLOONS in Sea ford 
Sussex TN22 3BT. Phone Nu~ley 2632. 

T have been shown an excerpt from the Downland Post: of 1st: April 
SERIAC 19871<;25 quo ':ing t:he Illustr:a t ed London Ne,~s ' 6f" '18 T9' ahout a balloon 

Eactor:y i.n Seaford'belong"i. ng·-to" a Hr--Co'xi~ell. making balloons for 
The Souch Eas::ern Regi.on Industrial Archaeology Conference wasthe "expected hos~i. l1.ties in Souch Africa". Does any member knOlv 
hos'ed t his year by ~he Greacer London I.A. Society at che Museumof i.':S whereabou~s or anyr:hing about this fascina t ing bit of 
of London on llth Ap,il. The theme ",as " 20t h century industrialTndus"~ial Archaeology? 
archaeology". Af~er opening remarks by Or Denis Smir:h. chairman 
of GLIAS. Kenne':h Hudson spoke on "The Archaeology of a Rapid 
Replacement Economy . " wi.th ~he message c~at ",hereas in earl ier 
cen'u~ies build i ngs and machines were made to last in to cheEAST AFP.ICAN DUCOUT CANOE 
foreseeable future ~hls is not the case in this century. 
Tndus::rlal archaeologis:s will cherefore have ~o pu,: more emphasis, have had a request for information abcut ~he East: African dugout 
on observa ::i.on and recording ~han on si>:.e preservation and >:0cance tha t was found on the Socknersh Manor Es'ate. nea>: Burwash. 
accept :ha: museums "'ill have to bear a greater responsibili:y forTt ,,'as apparen.:ly give n r. O ::he Engineer of ::he Bei.l'a-Mashonaland 
::he preserva::ion of ou::dated :echnological ma~er ia l.Rai.lway If any member knows any,:hing about ,:hi.s ,~ould I:hey 
Ot her subjec~s cove,-ed were "Preserving a Diesel Pumpingplease get in touc h wich me. . 

1 


S'.ati.o n". "Early Days of EleC<. rlcicy in Surrey". 

"Telecommunicat i.ons Heri. tage" , "Automobi le Archaeology". and 

"Ead y Airports par:ticularly Gatwick's Beehive". 

We should like t o thank GLIAS for such an interesting pr ogra mme.
TODDINGTON WINDMILL 

GORDON THOMERSONT have had a requ esc for informa':ion about che windmill ",hich was 
erec,: ed opposite Brookheld House in Lyminseer cowa,'ds che end of ,A 

VISIT TO RYE _~at~~~ay.Ap~!!.J~t~t he ei.gh~eenrh century and pOSSibly lace, moved ~o Mi 11 Lane in 
Tcddi.ngcon someUme about 1830. There is some lnfo 'cmation about 

Thi.s was a join: visit wir:~ members of the Rye Loc ,ll Hi.st o!"yToddington millers from the census returns but there appears to be 
Socie~y and was led by t heir member. Alan Dlckinsonno informa': ion abou' ::he mill itself. ~ f any members n"ve any 
Ouo: firs:: s':op was the ",a::er cistern. situated in ,:he noo:thkno"'ledge about chis mi.ll or can ::hrOlv any LLgh:: on sources ",hi.ch 
eas :e rn cOrner of Sc Mary's churchyard. and constructed in 1735 bycould be pursued . please ge t in touch "'ith me . 
the town council for r:he srorage of water and supply by gravity , 

RON HARTI N - 7­
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~o "he ~ownspeople. From Pump S~~eet one can see ~he oval b~ i ck 

(owe~ some 10 feet high surmoun~ed by a boat shaped roof. This is 
~he top half of the cen:ral drum which extends some 10 feet below 
~he surface into an oval chamber: over 20.000 gallons of waeer can 
be sr:ored . (For a full description of the wa':er cistern see 
S. i . H. No 7 .1976). 
A visit to Rye Foundry 1·}iiS ~he nex ". ieem on the itinerary. Rye 
Foundry has worked continuously since 1866 and cast items for some 
of the famous Batley Bridges during the la s t War. Today in a very 
compecl.~ive industry it offers i~s servic e s as a jobbing foundry 
usi.ng a castlng sand known as "al. r set" whi.ch aft e r the first case 
hardens and leaves a semi-permanen~ mould. Tom Lucas anct Hughi. e 
Blackhall explatned the casti.ng process for us and shol"ed us the 
50 foo~ high cupola where layers of Lron co!"e an d Umestone 
cleaning agent are melted to make the cast. Afeer an . l.nterest ing /r' 
walk through ~he P'.ctUreSqUE stree':s of Rye ~Ie a rrlved at ~he ~ 
Si.: rilnd where ':he budding whi.ch formerly housed t he S\.)an brewEl-y 
was vi.ewed and the "Great Wa'rehouse" Duil( in 1 7 36 ",.hich was used 
to store the cargo of ships which had s aLte d up river ':0 the 
Strand Eor unloading. 
After lunch . Ken Clark. of ·~. he Rye Local Hi.story Society. gave an 
illustra~ed ~al!" on the industries of Rye and Vic Mitchell . using 
copies of his recent book Sou t h Coas~ Ra~l way s Has t i ngs - Ashford 
(Middle,:on press £6.95). desc-r I bed r:he-" Rye Rarbou r o'ranch 0E the 
Sou,:h Eastern Rai.lway and ~he remai.ns r:ha!: can sr:i.ll be seer, of 
the branch wh i ch Eormerly ran down the western ban!" of the Rather 
~o the harbour. 
Rye Station was then visir:ed . This handsome structure in 
;.(aliana~e style was designed Eor :: he Sou':h Eas~ern Rai.lway by 
William Tress in 1851 and is similar ~o a series on the Tunbridge 
l.Jells· Has~ings l 1. ne. O':he r i. ':ems of incet"esi: weee '~he s':agge . ed 
pla,:forms common in e ar ly station layou::s. the Saxby & Farmer 
standard SER pac::e~n signal box oE 1893 and an a:~ractlve crossing 
~eeper's co ~ ·age co lhe north. 
The final visi~ of the afternoon was to Scor:t's slui.ce 1~ mi.les 
away a~ Playden. Thi.s lock/sluice is about cO be dismanded 
having been , eplaced by a new one Being a tidal lock ::het"e ace 
::hree sets of gates and some i.n ~ eresting machinery Eor adjusting 
~he sluice . 
, know all p~esent agreed ~ha~ thi s wa s an excellent Rnd ex t remely 
\vell planned vi.si~ and our ~hanks go ': 0 both Don Cox a nd Alan 
Oic!"inson for the organisao:ion. Can anyone wi.th a l~':l".le help C 
from commi~tee members plan a visit [0 their ':own next year? I 

JOHN BLACKWELL 

POLEGATE WT.NDT.LL.SUSSEX 

The sweeps oE Polegate Wi.ndmill. Sussex. have no~ ~u,ned Eor some 

years. bu· during the late summer and autumn of this yea 'c the 

millwrighcs Messrs R.Tho~pson & Son and a team oE volunteers will 

be car:-ryi.ng ou t a £20 . 000 restorar:ion plan to res<:ore ~he mill to 

working order . The mi.ll is owned by the Eastbourne Civic Society 

and run by ~he Polegate WindmLll Management Committee who have 

-eceived an offer oE a 40% g~an~ from English Heritage and are now 
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ralsing :he last £4.000 to complete the project. 
This a mLd. tious progcamme of work will enta~l the removal of the 
sweeps and stocks and ~he lowering of the cap to the ground where 
Messr<; ThOr.lpsons wi.ll repair the fanstage. Si.mul':aneously ':he 
volun ,: eer grou p under the dlrection of the Clerk of the Works, 
Charles Waice a nd the Structural Advi.ser. Tim Marti.n will remove 
the iron curb -rack and the wood curb for repair and replacement 
respec t t vely. Sever.al courses of b,lc!"wor!" ar: ~he top of the 
cower wl 11 also be relald. Once all th~s wo,k has been completed 
the ca p 1,1111 be replaced on i.':s ne'.... wooden curb and reinforced 
metal curb rack, prior to t he fitting of one new stock and a pair 
of new sweeps · 
Volunr:eer h~ lp will be required dUT l n g several weekends i.n August 
and September a n d offers of help should be addressed to the Clerk 
of ':he \~ o cks. Cha~ les WaUe , 48A Wannock Lane.Lower Wllli.ngdon. 
Eas': Sus s<"!x BN20 9S0. Fi.nanclal contrtbutlons should be sent ':0 
the Ho n .T r easurer . Mrs Gladys Hugget:t.23 Ro~unda Road. Eastbourne 
BN23 6 LE. In 1967 the Soclei::y ,enovated the mi.ll to partial 
wor~ing order but slnce the sweeps have not been able to turn, the 

mi.ll has rapidly deteriorated . The Management Committ:ee are 

anxious to peq::.et:u ,~(e ics working state when it cS restored and 

feel the [ueu'r e o( ehe mi ~l would be more secure if it was to 
grind regula~ly and offers of help would be welcome. 
LAWRENCE STEVENS ChBlrman. Polegate Wlndmill Management Commt~tee 

AMBERLEY CHALK PITS MUSEUM 

Open i. ng o! :: he Sou r:. hd.()w~lius. C;a r ~g~ 

Saturday 6th J llne la st saw r:.he offtcial openlng of the 1920's 
SouthdowYl Bus Ga r age projec,: a~ Amberley Chalk Pits Museum . The 
offtcial cerewon y was to be underr:.aken b y Lord Young of G~affham. 
Governmen~ Employment Secreeary and Museum Patron but general 
elec:ton duti.es f o~c ed his lace wit.hd-a'.1al and ~1'( N!.gel Embry of 
the South Eas~ Eng la nd Tourls':. Boa ~d a c ':.e nded a: sho~t notice. 
The Mizmi"ten Jazz Band ~i as e ngag e d t o play for the wai.ting 
onlookers and finally the as semb led speakers arrived on the back 
of breakdown lorry 0184 . After i ntt'oduc n ons by lan Dean. Museum 
Di.rectoc before an audience of s e v e r al h und red invited guests . 
museum volunteers and bemused vi s i.tor s Mr Embry spoke of the 
Museum's role as a major touri.5~ ar:e r a cCl. on in Sussex and of 
complet~ng anoe.her phase of its development. Bi ll Tho~nyc-:,oft 
whose ambiti.on led to the es::abli.shment o f the p,oject, spoke of 
his fulfilmen ~ in recoveringresto~ i ng and opera':.ing old vehicles 
ar: the Museum. and finally having t hem in a pedod garage. He 
paid trlbu r: e cO ~he M.S.C. supervlsors and :rainees who had 
comple~ed most of the building work and thanked many i.ndividuals 
and organisa~!.ons (par[iCula~ly Southdown Motor Services and 
Sou,:hdown Engineering) for the donation of many of the arcefacr:s 
on display . Peter Longley Museum Trust Treas urer. confided chat 
the projec ~ had cos~ £33.000 of which £9000 had been collec:ed 
in donated fares on ~he Museum Bus Service Subst a ntial donati.ons 
had been most gra~efully recei.ved from Ea s cbourne Hls':.oric 
Vehicle Club . Engli.sh and Sout h Eastern Touds:: Boards and West 
Sussex Councy Council. along wi~h others . 
The depo,: complex i,self i. s in three pa r rs. comme nc ing . , i.t h a 
walt t ng room/book i ng c o untec/parcel offi. ce as i .- WOUL d h ave been 
in t he late '~wen t l es' . Beyond th is is an exhib l clon a r ea 
Eea"1,.t,i,.ng a. bri.ef hi. s~ory of Southdown r!e v e lo pm~r.~ si. nee for:-m c! rt on 
tn ':11) \,Il ~h d~splays of tLcke'. s . d es : i. n<l : i o n boa d s and \,I t ch 
large com pon ents such as cadia : o rs. e ng ines a nd gea r boxe~ . The~e 
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;s a small workshop area. >:"ecreated with appropriate tools and 
pans. The main depot has space for si.x or seven vehicles. and 
cu~rently on show are : 
IB 552 (52) 1914 Tilling Stevens TS3/Newman d/decker 
CD 5125 ( 125) 1920 LeyLand N/Shor t d/decker (1928) 
UF 1517 (517 1927 Dennis 30cwt/Sho~~ single decker 
UF 6473 (873) 1930 Leyland Ti~an TD1/Leyland d/decker 
EUF 184 (184) 1938 Ley1and TD5 breakdown tender. 
On o pening day, seve~aL other vehicles attended to support the 
Museum with Southdown 0135 (CD 7045). 0813 (UF 4813).3223 (AOR 
156B) and Iveco midibus DLl5DRV; Le y land/Beadle 649 (MUF488). 
Sunderland Leyland Lion BR 7132 of Mtchael Plunket:t. and later 
David Newman's magnificent TUling Sr:evens saloon .lG 669 from East 
Keni: . 

Once press phocographers 

res~orlng ~he Museum Bus 
taking a turn. 1"0>:" the 
presen~ed r:o passengers. 
special marquee ':0 enjoy 
volunr:eers ar: the Museum. 
The Museum Associati.on 

had been sat~sfied, no ti.me was lost tn 
Service with 125 0813.873 and BR7132 all 
weekend. genuine punch-type ~ickets were 

The invited guests ~etired to the 
a s plendid buffet lunch provided by lady 

a,>:"anged a 'Twenties Evening' for the 
occasion so most vehicles were evicr:ed from their new home and a 
stage p>:"epared for the returning .Jazz Band . Many of the 
participating members and guests came attired in 'Twenties' 
uni.forms and dress ,and following a buffet: suppec. danced the 
eveni.ng away in the garage amongst the por:tcd palms. 

If you have yet to visit the Museum. r:his added atcraction will be 
of especi.al inte>:est. The site is open on Wednesdays to Sundays 
unr:il 1st November (daily from July 20th until September 6th) with 
che Museum Bus Se>:"vice functioning mosr: weekends . Volunteers are 
dlways ,equi>:"ed and are mosc welcome to assis~ with bus operaLing 
- please conr:act Bill Thorneycroft on Bury 370. Admlssion (except 
f o r volunr:eers I) is £1 . 80 for adults. £1.35 for Stude:1ts and 
O.A.P.'s. and 90p for children. The only public r:r.-ansport is 
Bri~ish Rail to Amberley Sr:ar:ion which is adjacent to the Museum . 

A.C.REGAN Membership Secretary 

BRIGHTON afl~ HOVE !::!.~~ ~() .~ll~t.(). '! r:o:.~ .~~e~~E~g~~n..~e f.~~enc~_~~.~~~~ Z' 

The collecnon of pres s photos contained in 44 voLumes held in 
Bri.gh·:on Refer.ence Lib,:ary con"ains man y of I.A. interest and I 
have abs~racr:ed details of those that I believe will assist 
members in their >:"esearches. This is pureLy a personaL listing' 
there i.S an index avai.lable but much would be missed if 
resea~che rs di.d not b>:"owse the collecnon. The value of these 
excellen:: B&W prin~. s i.s thar: many give t he date they were taken 
and lo: shouLd be possible in thi.s case to find in r:he press 
archive the actual articLe the photo accompanied. 
The Lis':i.ngs are given i.n this o~der . volume number, page.date 
(if known) subject , number of pictures (if more r: han one): 

1.2 1915 
18 19.1.35 
L20 24 . 3.34 
126 19 34 
127 19 35 

Shoreham canaL (sic) 
Shoreham Airpor t 2 
Co-op Laundry Porr:Land Road Hove 
Southwick canaL Eede Batt "imber yar.d 
Shoreham Hacbour Locks 
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130 
1 . 49 
1 . 50 
1 74 
1 . 76 
177 
1.109 
1.112 
1.116 
1117 
2.6 
2.6 
2 7 
29 
2.36 
2.45 
2.91 
2.91 
2.95 
2 96 
297 
2 . 108 
2.110 
2.114 
2.122 
2.129 
2.139 
3.36 
336 
3 . 37 
3 . 62 
3.110 
3 . 130 
3 . 131 

1934 
1.6.35 ) 
1635) 

n .d . 
1935 

11.8.35 
n.d. 
n.d. 
1935 
n .d. 

12.12 .36 

20.6.35 
9.5.36 

30.5 . 36 
" 

20 .2. 37 

11.8.34 
306.34 
1.9.34 
1 . 9.34 

n.d. 
n.d. 

6.3.37 

24 . 4.37 
24 . 7.37 
4 . 12 . 37 

B>:"igh~nn Sta~ion interior (platform 7?) 
Shoreham Airport 3 

Shoreham Harbour repairs 
B>:ighcon & Hove Herald prin~ing machinery 
Shoreham Harbour breakwacer 
B>:"ighton & Hove Herald printing 
Shore ham ship and canal "SS Pass of Salmona" 
Sourhwick electricity generator 3 
Roedean chimney demolition 
Sou~hwlck canal refinery 

.. gas works 
power staCion 2 
cana 1. mud fl.a cS 

nor:-th side 
Sho>:"eham Air.port opening 
West Blatchlngton Mill Fire 
Ockley Mi.ll 

" 
Shoreham Harbour and ship "SS Betswood" 

nor"h bank 
Turberville Wha r. f Shoreham "SS Yokefleet" 
Drawing. proposed ~erminal Shoreham Alr.port 
Sou~hwi.ck turbo al~ernator 
Br.ighton Station with ~rain 
Brighton & Ho~e Herald composing machine 

I1 

Gaiety cinema . 
Preston Circus 

Gaie:y cinema 
Pres~on Circus 
Newhaven Docks 

I1 

Lewes Road. const>:"uction 2 
fire sta:ion. construction 

fl>:"e s~a~ion 
"SS Saphlre" 
lifeboat 

(to be continued) 
G.E.F.MEAD 

OBlTUARY - Mi.ss~ .:.... .~ ~~~Y.~.r: 

(~ is with regr.e~ chat we record the death of Barbara Glaisyer who 
was an uns ung s~alwart of our:- Socie ty. She attended as many of 
our- meetings as possi.ble i.n spi.':e of having no car, and was a 
fr:-equen ~ contr.ibutor. to the Newsletter . On a number of occasions 
she also attended the annual conference of the A!A and the vi.sits 
to places of I . A. i.nteres~ as soc iated with the conference . 
ror many yea,s Barbara was edi.tor of ~~sse.x H~~t.~~ Z', the annual 
publi.cation of the Federation of Sussex LocaTi1tstory Soci.eties of 
which ou'c Soci.ety is a member. We shall miss her fri.endly 
personallty at our meeti.ngs. 

GORDON THOMERSON 
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