
To mark the end of our open period we are celebrat ing in our cuslOmary sty le of ;r~ SUSSEX INDUSTRIAL 
hol<.Jing a bonfire ni ght on Su nday 1st Novem ber at 6.30 p.m. The r\mberley Chalk Pits 
Museum Ass()cl ut i on (ACPMA) has devised" different formula th is year . Tickets are ~ ~~t~;;~:?~~~~ SOCIETY 
available f r om t he Museum (t elephone Bury 370) a t 1.2 adult s or 1.1 for children which will 
inc lude hot food (probab ly hot soup, and hat dogs and/or burgers) and a display of 
lireworks bought direct from the manufac t urer , a licen sed bar (cash) provid ed by our NEWSLETTER No 56 ISSN 0263 516X 
friel"'ds at the BI;]ck Horse, A mberley, plus of course the bonfire bu ilt by volunteers. What 
better way to spend 1.2? No need to bother abeut the weather, as the show goes on Price lOp to non-members OCTOBER 1987
whatever happens to fall or blow on us. 

The Bonfire Ce lebration will, It is hoped, add to the funds of ACPMA who ha ve 
already passed over about 1.200 to the museum to be devoted to the Countr y Garage on C HIEF C ONTENTS 
which wo rk has already started. 

I 
Area Secretaries' Reports 

Please note, if you r ecc i ve this Newsletter in sufficient tim e, th.:! t the museum will Ashburnham For ge and Furnace 
feature on the TVS "Country Ways" prog ramme a t 6.30 p.rn. on Friday, 9th Oct ober. Son le Brighton Glasshouses 

Des t ruct ion of a WindmillGORDON THOM ERSON per pro IAN DEAN - DIlH-:C TO R 

MEMBE I~ SHIP CHANGES DIA R Y D A TES 
New Mel11 bers 

10th Oct. Sa turday. I\u tumn COllference of Federation 01 Sussex Local Histor y Societ ies,
R. Hibbitt 72 Park C r escent Road, Br ighton BN2 3HS. Br ighlOn 682066 at t hc Vi c tory Hall, Sa lcom be. Th" therI'e w ill be " Aspects o f interior and 
R. O'Shea 6 Seac ll lfe, South Coast Road , Telscornbe Cl i! b, Newhaven BN9 7AE exter ior decoration". One of thf- speakers will be Or Brian /\usten (our editor)

PedC:e havc" 62 3 who w ill t a l],; on "The hi slory of f urniture and furnishings 1500-1650". 
Mrs D.M . Tlghe , Beech Cottage, Priory Road, f or est Row RHI8 5HI' . f ores t Row 200 3 11 rh Oct. Sunda)' . "Open Day" at Chalk Pits MuseurTl. Vintage cars, buses, fire eng ines , 
C.f~. Cowl llJ 19 Dench ursl Gar ci ens, Ha, t i ngs TN35 II PB. Hasti ngs 7511\59 t r ac tion engines, mOlOr c yc les, stationary engines ete. Further information,
l"lr s .1 .E. N<e w ick, 13 Brook lands Cl o, e. HaSl\ngs TN 34 20 F phone Bury 370. 

25th Oct. Sunday. Timber ya rd in oper ation at Chalk Pits Mu seum. Steam and handOFFICERS 
cranes in use , rack saws in operation under steam power. Further information,

Pr esidenT A.J . Haselloot phone Bur y 370. 
Chair rna n ir Man ,hal Si r Frederi ck Sowr ey , I-Iome Farm, Herons C hyli, Ucklield 30th Oct. Friday. Lecture, "The st art 01 a new venture" (8 yea rs 01 Amber ley Chal k Pits 

Ice Cha ir man J.S.F. Black well, 21 Hyt he Road, Brigh t un BNI 6J R (02 73) 5')76711 Museum ) by Mrs Judith Warren, Church Hall, Cuckfi eld, 8 p.m.
General Sec retar y I~. C . Marti n, 42 Fal mer A venue, Sa ltdean, Brighton I3N2 8FG 14t h Nov. Saturd.:lY. Our own A Gt-'\. Sf'e enclosed notice. 

[O f f ice (0273) 28479 , Home (0273 ) 80 The AGM wil l be f o llowed by an Illustrated (slides) t alk by Frank Gregory on 
Tredsure r ,I/.. l\>k mber- J .M.H. Bevan, 12 Ch", r andea l) Road, Worth I ng BN I 4 9L 13 "The Wa ter Mills of Sussex". 

ship Secr eTary (O903) 35421 24 th Nov. Tu esday. Lecture, " Hogges ironworks" by MrS Dot Meades, Danehdl Memorial 
Eci n or B. ,\ u~ l e n , J rv1<: r c eucs Cott ages, St. John's Road, Haywards Hea th Hall, 8 p.m.

I~ HI6 4EH (0444 ) ~ 1 3845 26th No v. Thur sday . Il lus t r ated Lec ture, "Wf~ a lden iron" by Mr J. Hodgkinson (WIRG),
Pr ogramme Secre tary D.H. Cox, 3 Middle Road, Partri dge Gr een, Hor sharn RHi3 8JA Church Hall, l orest Row, 8 p.m.(0403) 7 I II 
Ar ch i \' i s P.J. Hol tham , 12 St. He len' s Cr escent, Hove BN3 8EP (0273 ) 4 13790 

M EM BERS' EVENING, Satur d"y 27t h June Pub l icit y G.E. F. Mead, 17 Holl ingbury Park Ave nue, Bri ghton BN I 7.IG 
(0273) '0 1590 Home Fa r m at Herons Chyli, near Uc: kfield, our Chairman's house, provided the venue 

for thi s vc' ar' s member s' even ing. A l ter examining his co llection of vetera n motor cyc les 
and motor t ri cyc l(>s and other mos t inter esting autol11obilia, we we re treated to a superb 

Area Secr e Tar ies 

Eastern Ar ea spread of r e freshm en ts by Sir Freder ick and Lady Anne . 
Wester" Area R.M. Pal lne r, 11 Arlington Close, Goring-b y -Sea , Worth ing BN 1 2~.) I 

(090 3) 505626 Dot Meades of the Wca lden Ir on I~esearch Cro up then presented her video of the 
Central Area J .S. F . Biackwell, 21 Hythe Roa d, Bri ghton BN I 61 1~ (0273) '57674 aC ll vities of thc Rye foundry which mt:rn bers had vis ited last April (see Newslette r No 55) 
Norther n .Area E.W. Henbery , 10 Mole C lose, L cl ngle y Green, Cr uwley (0293) 23 118 1 and showed t he pr eparaT ions 10r, and cas ting of various artefacts such as street bollard s 

l anci Ii r ebacks. All present were rnost irnpr essed wi th the near professional sta ndard of the 
Video.CO/vlMITTEE MEMBER~ 

Tony Yoward then , howed hIS video of a special once onl y brew at Southwlck FlreweryB. Aust en, Bri g. A.E. Ba xt er, D.H. Cox , J. De"n , F. W. Gr "gOI y, F.W. HenbNY, 
near PortsmOUTh. The brewery cC:Jsed breWing in 1976. In 1982 Southampton l niversityP. J . Holtha m, G.E.F. Mea d, R.lv1. Pa lmer , C .G. Tholnerson, \1. F . T igh..: . 
l. A . gr oup started 2 -~ YCdr s work r enova ti ng the equipment culminating in a once only 
brew illg in 198 5. The dal' st arted cl t 5 a .m. f iring up the steam bo iler. The brew was 
(ompl (> tf'd thell day dnd sat for cl weck before being cas ked. The first pint was drunk a 

Copy for the Ne w, letter should be ~em to: 

G.G. Tllome r son, 42 Ca ncier 1-1 11 1, II Jy\'la r d~ Hedlh, \\ 'e~ l SU'~eX fiHI 6 II? J') (04 4IJ ) 4'0722 week lut er . Th e br ewer y i, no'" <> clr y museurn. 

The barn aT Home I arm pro \ ded un idcdl sel ting to view the videos and our thanks 
mu" be extended \0 our Chclir mdn and his w ile fo r their hospi tality . 

I~ I Dth D/;cern ber 10187 

PL EA SE NOTE La test a,' c cprance dale 101' COPy for the Januur y New' le u cr 

JOHN BLAC K WELL 
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VISJT TO RUDGW IC K BRI C KWORKS 

On the morning of Saturday , 25 July, :l bout 15 members v isi ted the works of 
Rudgwick Bri c k Co. Ltd., a t Lyn wick Str ee t west of Horsl)iJin. Our gUIde was Mr 
Walk inson, the qua l ity cont rol manager, who began by giving us a bri p f hIstor y of the 
brickyard. It was establi shed around the tu rn of the century . A ll br icks were made by 
hand until 1949, when a Berry machine was installed. Thi s was repl ac:ed by the present 
Aber son machine in 1961. In 1972, gas-bur ll lng of the c lamp was in t r oduced and, at the 
pre$ent ti me, a ne w drying shed is under cons-truc tion. Thi s is sit ua ted be tween the two 
c lamps and will u t i l ise som e o f th (' hea t given off during firing. Our guide took us on a 
t our of the works, stu rting with the e xtensive clay pit, which conta ins enough ma terI al for 
another 20 years ' work ing, and then thr ough the main shed. wher e m ixing and mou lding 
takes p la ce, on to the drier and fi na lly to the c lamp. 

For dt>t arl s o f thIS oper a tion, pl~<J ~ '" re fe r to rn , note in thp l anuar y 1987 Newslett er 
(No 5 3). I Shoul d, however, l ike to correCl t wC) POlllt s n lade in that article : (I) The basp 
of the clam p i s not comple te ly I la t. A ri dge of sdnd a t the ou ter edges r <.:sults in the 
base be ing sli gh tl y 'dished ' and thc sides of t he c lam p taper gradua ll y to give stability 
w hen the br ICks contrac t dUI' ing the firi ng proc"ss. (2) The was tage of bricks on f iring 
can be as little as 1% 01- 2% but in LJC t dve rages about 6%. However. such is the demand 
ror bri cks at the pre~e lll lime, that " ven some 01 the r ejec ts are sdleable l 

The tour ended with a short 'ques t ions' session in the com pany board- room. Ar oun_~ 
the " a ils of thi s room dre phot og,-a phs 01 some impressi ve buil dings whi ch have bee n bUI ~ 
wit h Rudg w ick bricks and the wa lls thcl ll sel ves consis t of panel s of brickwork illustra ti ng 
the dir feren t products of the c ompan y. Ou r th anks are due to Mr Watkillson <'I nd LIl 
Rudg wick Bri c k Co. fo r a very interesting vi sit and to Don Cox for mak ing ~ I I t!l h 
ar rangements. 

In the afternoon the party split up into sm" lI er groups to record sites oJ I.A. I nt!'r('~t 
\\ Ithi n the parish of Rudg wi t-k . One gr oup t (Jured the: out lying sit E''' by car \Vh l l ~1 IIW 
others enjoyed one of the few 51lnny days ~ h i s summer sa lJntering up and down Ih,· IOllg 
v i l lage street, obser v ing buildings and 
l i lling up the record car d" was le ft in t

specu luti ng about 
he capab le hands 

their earlier u ~es . 
of Ron Martin. 

The 

M. B

wor k 

t; ')\\ I('K 

ClI 

VISIT TO [ MSWORTH - 22nd Au&.ust 

About 25 mem be rs enJoyed a per drnbul ati on rOllnd Ems worth on Sa turday 22nd Auall" 
led by Tony Yo ward WI Th Mary Yowar d in the redr , hepherding the str agglers. 

There are not many visi b le re ma ins 01 I.A. in Emswor th now, but it has a Ivl 01 
Inter es t in the pas t. I t becam (' Import an t a, a port i'1 the eighteen th century and bl' th 
m id nineteenth ce ntur )/ tOdl was impor ted t o support 10c ~ 1 industry suc'" as bri ck mak ing 
and the breWi ng o f b·e(·r. O lher induq rt es wer €: the manufacture oJ sailc loth, 5d('k ll1&, 
rope, twine, f ishing ne ts, and sh ip hu il d il~ g . 

Em sworth boasted two wa ter m i l ls. t hr ee ti de mi ll s, a st eam md l and a Wind 111111, 
r om " h ich fl our was export ed a t tile l own quays . T irnber wa, a lso exported. 

A signifi can t oy~Le r ,"d\I ) Lr ~ i " evi dent Ir ol11 Ihc r " ,na ins of Oy5tPr beds ,,-,e l1 a t l ow 
tide. In the mid nineteen l h cen tllr y th " beds were 1..lI d pu rt! ]' wi th n{l t i ve oy' t e r ~ and 
p3rtly with those Col l lfi\h t on [he r r ench coa~! broul/.ht over trl b;)r r e l hold ve~se l s . Th 

oJdv lce wns not 
\lI ..g~- 110\\ dl~j)o~ ,'d 01 

This vi si l wa~ enil.mC'cd by Tony ' ~ 'k il l 85 • racollL ur ably iu&i'ted by M.:rt y. und by 
t he i r invlt ati ort biKk t o [('d .mci b"rUIt\ In Iht-Ir horn I 5llppt·r Mill. 11I.1n~: ~OLl both 
ve r y m uch Ton)' and M<'I r y for il \ Ny pi 

Su bseqll€:nt ly some mc ,nbcr\ vl~l l ...d f'ovn11. I\rldge It Ch lrhnlL I- Oil Ih,' way 1101'\0.;. 

':1 &7 

"('VCfill of our mcm bN ~ sp ...n\ <'I n Intt!r "'tlng al1d ('nJoY,lb l,' kw dolY, ill 1\;. 111 Ihl~ tt'ilr. 
\\ , ~.'H· p",,[iruiarly p l e<l~ed to i ,;lve om Pr (''Id.;n! l<.lhn ~ 1 i.l~(·lloo t Wl lh U'. 

l ,OR f)ON 11 'OM l. f~ .,ON 
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I"'R EA SECRETARIES' REPORTS 

WESTERN AREA 

Coul ter sh;) w Pump 

Open Days con tinue to allract a worthwhile num ber of visitors and "gate-money" is 
making a si gnificant contribution to maintenance cost s. 

The elec trI C mOlOr driving the Duke &: Ockenden borehole pump has been completely 
overhauled, inc luding impregnating the windings and filling new bearings, by three local 
firms at no cho.lrge; we are very griJteful to them. The pump is now operating again as a 
working demonstration. 

There i s minor woodwor'" att..JCk in the roof trusses and some of the Jloorboards oJ 
the building. Estimates are being obtained for treating thi s. 

The rep lacem en t of the two out standing m"in Sluice-gates is berng planned for the 
autumn, as iJ joint operation between Pet worth Estall' " taff and SIAS members. Thi S is 
becoming urgent as the old gdtPS are unlikely to sur v i ve another season. We have had the 
new gat es to hand lo r 18 montns. 

Po 

The br idge is now being decked with t ill lber and the handrail s are being fitted. 
MICHAEL PALMER 

NO RTH ERN A REA 

If ie ld Mi ll 

The open days have proved very popular with a stelldy stream of v isitors with which 
we have managed to cope. Ideally we would like to have someone in allendance on each 
of the three floors plus one other to look a fter the running of the wa ter wheel. Prior to 
opening next year we shall canvas support for mannrng on open days and hope that some 
of our membcr s can fi II the gaps. 

Th€: installatIon of the sta ir liJt now seem s certain and it is planned to complete th is 
during October, and ne xt year', access should be considerably easier for the elderl y and 
disabled. 

Some deterioration of the e lm sides oJ the launder ha s become apparent and our main 
ta sk befor e the ,,,eat her gets TOO cold is to replace them with oak planks which we now 
ha ve to hand. 

Lowf ie ld Heath Windm ill 

The dismantling by our contractors comrnenced on 7th July with the remo val of the 
roof in one piece, al ter consi de rable prepar ation work to ensure a sa fe lift. The brest 
wa s removed on 14th July and by 31st July the entire structure, inc luding c ross trees and 
post had been sucres,!ully taken down and transported to the storage site. 

,\llean while Peter Jarnes and hi S team had taken do wn, brick by brick, the roundhouse 
wall s and all that now remains is to comp lete the site c learance in the next Jew weeks. 

It is planned to commence, in the near future, the preparation of the foundations of 
t h(' roundhouse on its new SIte, at the I\viaries 6: Zoo at Char lwood . By the middle of 
1988 it is anti CIpated that the roundhouse will have been completed and the initial sta1\<.:s 
of re-erect ion of the m i ll will be In hand. 

Once again may we appe al for any offer s of help to be made known to P. James, 15 
Sandringham Roa d, Br oudfield, Crawley, Sussex RH II 9NF. Tel. Crawley 5407 05. 

TED HENBER Y 

SOME BRI GHTON GLASSHOU SES - or - I.A. in the warm _. -
One of the joys oJ the S.I'( .5 . IS that its members' interests cover a wide field of 

study, as the NewslellP'-', and :,_Hlrtl;,[S bear witness. With this in mind, I found I was 
dgreeably surpri se d un br ,' wsing thr uugh Ron Martin's file of indu strial buildings, to find 
<lmongst the V,ctort an wdrehousf's <Jnd Art Deco cil1emas - a commer c ial grower's 
g lasshouse In Balcom b", 1 /\s luck wou ld ha vL' I t I was in the process of researching market 
gardening and had rrcemly Io) UI ,cl rderen~e I" some extensive glasshouses rn nineteenth 
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http:broul/.ht


c,,·" tu r ), Brigh ton. Now, while I love TO pu ~ il bac k Ihe boul1dJr y of S.I.A.S. re5ea rch, even I 
c .)uld no t ro nVll1CC' scept i cs th aT the c ul ti va t ion 01 gerani ums and sprout s, ca me within 
5.1 . /1..5 . re m it! But the h€' a tl ng mechanlsrns [or a ho t house gr ape crop most certainly 
could. (R an Marli n in for ms me t hat ut a SER lA C con ference Wit hin the recen t past 
g l.J sshouses were fea tured along with Thomas Paxlon o f Cryslal Pei/ace and Chatsworth 
fa me.) 

L oudon 's M aga Ll ne 01 Gardenlllg seems an unli ke ly source of L A . n)J ter ial, yet in a 
copy of J&42 under " Gardens "I Br ighton and in its neighbour liood" is t he follow ing 
descr i ptlon:

" Rose Hil i Nur ser y, \.-Ie" r s J. &. G. Evan, •• . we l ou,t not for get 	 to r ecord the 
impns ions and crop of one v iner y . Length 45 f t ; brpadth 10 f t ; heigh t at baCk, 10 I t; a t 

front , 3 it. Heatcd by one f ir e, over '\-hwh there is a boiler , thc 	 wa ter f rom wh ic h 
c ircu la tes in pipes at t hc back 01 the hou~e , \\ hi lc the smoke passes a lollg a f lue in front 
'" thc weight of grapes cu t annuall y l r orn Ihis house is fr om 3 r Wl. to 3l CW I I"(]) 

va ns' bUS llleS~ covc' red, by 1873, tht' whOle area eas t 01 Rose Hili bet ween Park 
Cre, cenl and Upper L e wes Road and cons ist ed at thal dale 01 34 /: Iasshouses se t on a we ll 
dra ined sout h lacing slope well sheltered from the nort h ::J nd eas t Wi nd" but above t he 
frO, T and fog hollow of Brigh ton 's ~vel .( 2 ) 

The mdga/ ine npxt rnenuoned:- "Nor mans 'Vldrket-Gar dell al Ihe ca~le r n extremi t y 
Brighton, III Par k St., IS rema r kable for lIs vlnc:rie, which tor m a ranF,e 400 I t. long, I ~ 
Wide, ~nd 12 ft . h igh aT bac k . There is no tront glass, bu t a parapet of 2 fl . WI", 

openings with wooden shutters for .ldmi ttmg ai r . and there are cor respond ing openlOg~ and 
sliut ters a t Ihe TOp II I the back '.' a l l . i301 f , ..Ire opened by jOinted wooden l e ver~ III it ve ry 
Simp le m,jJl.ler . These h,)u,>.,s were put up about I wpnty yecl r s ago: and they ;J rc he"ted by 
flue, which Mr Norma n after nineteen year5 ' exper ience ("onslde rs cheaper than the hot 
wa tN system .•• the abundance o f ligh t ••• the dryness of the lire hea t . and a lso the 
dryness of the soil and subsoi l , Mr Nor man attr ibures (t o th iS) the "Igh f lavour of the 
grapes which. he says, ar c the high('q In flavour which a r~ broughl to Covent Gdrden 
Marke!."( 3) 

or rnan, W dS In a " mila r sitLJallon to Ev,JOs, 211 "·parale g lasshouses sou th fac lOg, at 
the bas<' of a h i ll on a c li.. lk subsoil and Coornbc DeposJI COVel w~1 1 proterted by hi l l and 
sea t rolT' Wind and Ir ost. (4 ) By the mid 19th Century both n ~Jr ~er le5 wNe III:a r upper ( lass 
resi dpntlal ma rke ts - EVd n, ' near the London dnd Le " e~ R Odd~ With the la~hlof1 a b l c 
l err dce5 of fering <I wea lthy clien le le ; cl nd Norman.>' ad laCent l a Quee t1 ~ P" rh; and K c rn p 
To wn. Their ,ucce~s rn the follow ing year' was secured With the open ing of rall wd) 
sta t ions Wit h in Cl l ew hundred Y<J rd , 01 the gla5shouses allow ing ed'y acce~, to the 
Me t r opo litan Jndrke t. Both las ted, In <.l r educed fo r m unt il the 1930s "hen the [l rl gh ton 
housing boom ma de their wort h a, nur ser le' 1I1 \lgnlfi c:Jil t compared to I I ,eir pr operty 
va lue.(5) 

Re f erences :

(I) 	 !:.oudon's Magazine 0 ) Gardening (June?) 1842 p. 350. Brighton Refer ence Library 
photo<opy. 

(2) 	 O.S. map 10. 56 ft.-I Inch sheet LXV I(IO.l) 1873. 
(3) 	 Loudon op . c i t. 
(4) 	 0.5. ,ilE·,~ t L XV I( I 0.22) 1873. 
(5) 	 persona l com muni, ,,t iulI , Mr R. Carden '.',ho r e: ' cl,. ber s both nur , er ie, . 

GEO, FRE Y M EA D 

I'AI I\L ACCIDE N T - nESTR I C TlO N 0E A WIN QM IL L 

Fr om The Br ighron Ga ze tte "'arch 27t h 1862. 

"The aC Ciden t \\ hich h ... ppened U II Monday mornlnf\ (March 25th) "''' ' 0('[ d\ IOI1 C'd by tll" 
fall of " w indmi ll il t the t op 01 ~us,ex Sr r ee t (B rlg l' lon) nea r the wd ll 01 Ih,> \.l lleell " 
Park. The mdl Wa ~, abOut t o be rem oved, wher. ow ing . app;rr en,'y . tu Ih~ II re,, 1 age dnd 
rottenness of rhe t i lnber s uf the mill, It le ll do wn .J nd cr ushed a I.lbourlllg rn.. n whu w~ s 
Js, i,ting in rhe work, and J l ittle boy who WJS looking on." 

W;", quit e r omf1lon in Ihe niner eent h ("cnrury for m lll \ bl" Illovc:d par t ic ulQrly in 
growllp. · own'. wch ;;, Brigh ton where windm i l ls prevlou" l v r ("( tt'd on the open down' 
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were enveloped by a sea of encroaching hOUSing, necessitating their remova l to a more 
open position or demolition. There is a well known print, a copy of which is in Brighton 
P;) v illOn, showing a post mill being moved, affi xed to a sled which is being dra wn by oxen. 

The mill at rhe t op of Sussex St reet whiCh was owned by Franc is Taylor and was 
stat ed at the resultant inquest to be some 70 or 80 years Old , was being moved from its 
pOSition near the present Windmill Inn to a site near the Industrial Sc hoo ls (the present 
day FJ tzh urst School in Woo(ti ngdean) some two In i les to the nor th-west. 

It is int eres ting to specula te f rom the inquest eVidence reported in The Brighton 
Gaze tre how t he mill was to be moved. Ev idence is given of the Side piece s of a 
"carri age bein g IIIJde in 12" x 6" deal and the rye timbers were double tenanted four 
Inches Into ir". A workman also uUlliitred to being "un der the carriage measuring the 
gauge of the rails", so presumably, the carria ge was moved by anirnal power on a track. 
Old the carriagE' )",''''e whee ls or roll ers? 

'" It was al so reported that the "mill r ested on block ing during the whole of Sunday. 
Yester day morll i lllS (1 1,,, day of the aC<Jdent) we commenced blorking it and the cross 
bra Cing to "",k,' ;,'; stdnding secur e" by liLt ing one corner at a ti me with screw jacks an d 

..;,} putring the packing In. How was rhe carri agc positioned under the mill and the mill 
secured to It for transportation? 

The ren1cllllder of the ev idence concentra ted on whether the carriage br oke or the 
cross piece of the [TII II (crossH cc'l f rom which the body of a post m ill is hung). The jury 
decided it wa, the cross piece and hence a verdic t of acc idental death was recorde d. 

JOHN BLACK WELL 

.JO t-iN STENNING ~ SON L T O., 17 92- /987 

The sa le, c losure and c learance of the timber yard of John Stennlng &. Sons at 
Robert sbridge in the ear l)' part o f 1987 marks the end of a story wh ich began in 1792 
when John St enning, a 17 year o ld who had not completed his apprent iceship as a joiner, 
arr ived in E.)~ t Grin , tead in search of work. The timber merchan t'S business which he 
established there soon pr o~pered, taking over the Robertsbrldge yard in rhe 18905 . In 1964 
th e East Grinstei3d yiJrd was closed, haVing become diffi cu lt to operate in it s t ow n centr e 
loc .. tlon, the site was redeveloped With office blocks, an d the whole business was 
concen trated on Robert sbridge. 

ThiS not e IS merel y f or :he sake of record. It IS good to know that the current hea d 
of the family, also named John Steroning, is co mpiling its hist or y and that the firm' s 
records, which date back to the early 19th cen tury, have been offered to the East Su ssex 
County Record Of f ice. 

The East Cr instead Town Museum has for sale a limited number of photographs of 
work on one of 'he f irm' s former sidC' l ines, making tenni s rackets and hockey s ti ck~ , and a 
pos tcard of the ropping out of the c himney at the Ea st Gri nst ead yard in 1913 . ThE' tw o 
may be obtained irom me tor l1. 25, post free. 

M. J. LEPPAR D, Honorary Curat or , Eas t Grinstead Tow n Museum, East Court, Eas t 
Grinstead, Sussex, RHI9 3L T. 

YOLKS ELECTRIC R I\I L \\' AYS BRIGHTON 	 .IQ215035 to TQ 133033 

The us!' of electriC trac t ion started early in the South. In 1883 Magnus Volk:( 
c onstructe u J narrow ga uge e lectri c railway along the foreshore at Bri ghton , starting ne ar 
Pa lace Pier anu extcnded eJs tward s in three stages until It reached Blac k Rock, a 
di stance of 1900 yards. The fJr ~ t pub l iC elect r ic rdilway in the U.K. it predated th e 
e lectr ic rail,,';;y a t Portr ush , Nort he rn Irela nd, by a f( 'w weeks, and the tramway on Ryde 
Pier by 3 year s. Th(' first e lec rri c 51 reet tramwa y wa~ at Blac kpoo l, opened In 188 5 and 
still in use. 

Or i,;inally both rail s were used as conductor s and the gauge was 2 ft. The third rail 
sys tem (a r 160 vol t s) was intr duced in 1894 and the gauge 
Inches. 

Thi s rul/way still operates. 

A bolder v\:nlur(' \\' ,j~ Volk' s I,r ightoll to Rotringdean 
p<.l ssenger s a View 0 1 Ihe , h" lk ,Iiffs. 1I WdS laid on rhe chalk 
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was widened to 2 ft. 8·} 

fore shore railway to give 
wave cut pla tform bet ween 



tides, with two 2 Ir. 8·} inch gauge pilrallel tracks 18 fr. across the outer rails, on 
concrete b locks ilt 6 ft. cen tres, total Ie-ngth 2 ,: miles. The (Iv il engineering design was 
by R. SI. George Moore ,, 1,0 had desig[lc-d dnd was involved in the wartime def ence 
sc heme that led to the Nab To wer towed oell and sunk In posllion In 1920. 

The passenger car looked like a scrtion of pier on four cast iron columns With a bogie 
at the boltorY' n e each . C urrent dl 5')'; volts was [" ken from two oVl" r .'">ead electric wires 
']s in tramway practice. The 
sh:lft ing a t the legs. 

Running starred in 1896 
carried out ex tensions of the 

BOOK REVIEWS 

motur was at deck leve l , t wo bogJ('s beJllg driven by vertical 

but ha d to be abandoned in 1901 when Brighton Corpor a tion 
groyne system between Black Rock and ROllingdean. 

ALAI"J AL L NUT T 

Vic Mitchell &. Keith Smi th, Hastings t o Ashford (Midhurst 1987) The Middleton Press, 
ISBN 0 906 530 37 I pp96 1:.6.95 

The most recent vo lume in the seri es "South Coast Railways" fills the last gap In the 
Sussex railw dy scene with the excepti on of Tonbridge to Hasti ngs wh ich w iJJ no doubt 
tol low from the Mlddleton Pr ess In due course. The Ha st ings to Ashford line, although 
opc-r1ed throughout as early as Febr uar y 185 1 " eve r became mor e t han a secondary route. 
It was seen by the military, obsessed w ith the threa t from F rance , to have a strat egir 
va lue but commercially i t was [le Ver important. Th e ne w harbour a t the mouth o f the 
River Rother a t Rye fail ed to de vel op to an y exten t despit e Il S r a il connect ion. Of the 
towns al ong the rout e Rye W d ' the Idrgest but w i t h l it tle Industry, It r e t a ined the 
character o f a sl ec' py country agri c u ltural town, well illustrated by it s market adjacent t o 
the stallon and the illustration (42) of the loaded hay waggons i n t he goods yard. The 
book also covers the New ROII ,ney branC:l with it s m il it ary tr dffi c <; t L ydd. Although the 
R ye and C an ,ber Tramway and the Romney, Hythe &. Oymchur ch Ra:l wdy s are nlentioned 
in the t ext bri e f ly, neither line is illustrated, the author s no doubt fee l ing t ha t to do t hem 
just ice required more space than could be per milled in t his volume. As With other 
rai lw<I)' book s from the M lddleton Press the e yes oJ t he industri al archaeo logist will light 
upon the illustr a tions wh ic h show station bUild ings , goods sheds and like structures, and 
there ar e plent y o f these. The r eproduc ti ons of la rge ~cdle ordnan cp ma ps for the 
' dr ious statJons a long the line ~ r e ab Q mos t hel p fu l . It IS possib le to be cr!t iral of detail. 
The plan of Winche lsea town f ollOWing pla t e 37 se em s to ser ve little purpose and 
In f ormation about the rebuilding of the town afte r the storm o f 1827 included in the 
c aptions to both plates 32 and 37 would appear to have little rel f'vance to the theme of 
the book. The reproduction o f ad vertisemen ts wher e there is d clear r a ilway c onnection, 
fo r Instance tho,e between p la tes 40 and l; 1 IS perfectly valid, but t hose of the Rye 

o! tee Ta vern (Ill the Appledore sec tIon of th e book ) and Reeve &. Finn, Es t a te /\gents of 
Rye & L ydd (under Br ook land) seem less 
note t he incor r ec t d3te for t he B.:t llle uf 
these rll inor ble rr",hes, rh e book follows 
atlrar tive book at a r easonable cost. 
bUildings, its traffi c, it s passenger stock 
nineteenth century t o the present time. 

jus III i!:d . The proof reader has a 1;0 fa i led to 
Traf a lga r in the introdurtory sertlon. Despite 

the M icJdle ton Pr es, phi losophy o f gi v ing an 
Jt provides a va luable record of the line, its 
and locomotives from the second half of the 

BR IA,'J AUST EN 

Vic Mltchell & Keith Smith, Tonbrldge t o Has ti ngs, M,ddle t on Press 1987 pp 96 l6. 95 

Another vo lume In the "Southern Ma i n L ine" se ri es f r om the usual team and the same 
publisher. It also follows the same fo r rn d t and arrangement, Introduc t or y text, copious 
illustra tions (120 0 1 them) With de t a iled cap t ions e> p la ining the important fe a ture, i.lnd 
large sca le O.S. map extr ac t s o f st a llon areas . There is no need fN c hange. Thi s 
for mu la hdS proved itse l f 5ucces,ful to bo t h t h<> rdi lwa), enthusiasts, who are the rnal n 
market, and also the industri a l o rchdeologi st and IOCitl his t orian. Once more st;)tion vi e ws 
and rail way buildings fed ture IJ r ge . A wil)s ide st ;;,t ,on like Stonegate has six photogr uphs 
t ha t il lu, rr ate its buildings and r ecor d deve lopments over a span of time from ea rl y th iS 
cen tury until the present t ime. O t her stations are equally we ll Illustr3 ted . TJle 
MOIJlllf", ld gypsurn n~ ine s and t he ir assocldted rallwdY und ropeway are comprehem"ve ly 
co ve r (~d "' Ith four page , de vo t ed to t hem . Apart f rom the milin line, the Bc xh ill We,r 
brun c h IS f u Jly covered and some reterence made to the Kent and East Susse x Ra ilw"I' , 

though thi s has been fully covered in an earlier Middleton Press title. 

As with most books there are small points whi c h oifend this particu lar reviewer. The 
pages are unnumbered and It IS thus difficult to refer readers to particular pages . I agree 
that the phot ographs art' numbered in sequence but this does not help if It is a page of 
te x t or a map to which reference needs to be made. As usual in thi s series ticket s are 
illustrated. These prov ide useful inf ormation on travel cos ts , routeings, conditions of 
tra ve l and incenti'C's offered to the public. The same however can not be said about 
plat form tICkets, and lugg.J ge labels are even less Instruc tive, ye t these appear in places. 
It would help If the tl ck !'ls could be included In the section to whIch they refer. This 
some tim es happens but is far from universal. Th f"' map included after the section on 
Sid ley station merely dupli ca t es the informallon inCluded in the introductor y map and does 
not even include the Bexhill West branch. The se are however but minor points of detail. 
In general terms the book fully Il\l 'S up to the Mlddleton standard of providing an 
allractive, well Illustrated book full of interest at a reasonable price . There are yet 
other lines t o cover, though lillle oi Sussex interest left, and enthusiasts of many kinds 
Wi ll look forward eagerly to the arrival of the next volume. 

BRIAN /\ L'STEN 

Gollanz 1986 pp 257 

The death in 198 5 of A lec Clifton- Ta ylor, t he distinguished architectural historian was 
n especially sad note lor Sussex; for 01 hiS t Wl) highly rated BBC~TV Series "SIX English 

(owns", onc progrcrnnlC' was on L ewes and one other on ChIChester . His enthusiaslT and 
love of buildrngs of all scales and usage, where those buildings we re soundly and 
Imdglnatl vel y constructed, ensured a healthy bal ance in hi s programmes of the sumptuous 
and the work mdnlike. 

Thi S, h iS 1<l5 t book, published posthumously, contaIns a wealth of material to delight 
and Infor rn, fo r wi th Niklatls Pevsner and W.G. Hoski ns he had the talent to bring 
ar ch i t ectu re and h istor y togethe r, combining sheer enthusias m f or hiS subjec t wi th a 
deta i led knowledge both of technIque and rnateria ls. 

ThiS vo lum e traver ses Eng ldnd t o list 96 entri es, ma ny 01 unher ~ ld e d architectural 
Inter est , thus w e have the st abl es 01 Chat sworth - but not the house ; the forerLlnner o f 
flr ighton' s Pavi l ion, Sez incote in Gloues., but not its gaudy sea side oi f spring . MCl lI bers o f 
th " soc iety w ill be: p leased to see Sussex represented tW ice with Sackv il le College, Ea st 
Gri nstead J nd t he B<J lcombe Viaduct. Further afiel d is the Dundas Aq uaduc t, Wilts., 
StowI1)drk" t S t a ti on, Su ffo lk ,,!id Plt stone Green windm ill, Buck s., to name but il few; the 
whole book IS ~ delIgh t in i ts a t t ention to essential detaIl - a house is rarel y me ntioned 
without th e source quarry DJ its Ina terlal - an d in ItS e xcel len t qua lity of pre sentation, 
printing and pll 0 togr aphs. For researchers ther e IS th a t too rare aId - a comprehensive, 
accur a te and ei:l si iy read index. 

f 
Members With only a srn a tr ,·'ring of ar chItectu ral interest w Ill f ind this a re vealing 

C) nd enchanting r o l lec t ioll of stlldl es, and those with a more profeSSional background w ill 
rccognize an (l(' knowle <i hed master. 

GEOFFRE Y ME f\ D 

Recently 3 booklets hav e been published on the Brighton area which all touch on 
spects of I.A. For The prin<:ely slII n of l Op Bri ghtonand the horse can be purchased from 
,le Lewis Cohen l:rban Stu dies Ce ntre , Gr and Parade, Brighton. Compiled by R. Gregory 

and E. Oldfield, th is is ,I fo lded A 4 pamphlvt stuffed w ith facts, quotes and illustrations, 
show ing the mfluenc <, of !1QrSe tr ansport" Ithln the town from pub mews to The Dome, 
road surfaces to housing deve lopment. One of a se ries costing in all ~ 90pl 

Ijove 's archit ec t ur a l herl tJg e is a book let reprinting 9 articles from the Evening 
Argus supple rne l11 ed "lth addit Ional data from Hove planners. Well deSigned and 
pr esented, espec 'cl l ly the t i tl c pu ge which contains acknowledgements, references and 
contributors - a ll toO often cl rd re oc c urrence. There are 9 c hapters dealing with Hove 's 8 
co nse rva tion ar eas, e"c h w i t h ex ellent photos and some 6" 1875 map sections. Members 
will find much of i n ter f"'sl here especi a ll y the c hapters on the Engineeri um ilnd the 
industry of Portslade old vl l b ge. C ost ll.90 . 

A HlSt orv o f ,::!~ngd. , ~ ~ (o;npiled by Ray Carter published by Lew is Cohen Urban 
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Studi es Centre, t2, deals w ith a previously Ignored su burb of the t own. In a series of 
tr all5c ribed ta ped Im erviews WIth older residents of the area, the reader becomes aware 
of t ile r apid ch::mge of use of the district from a 'town edge' site, complete with 
laundri es, Slaught er ya rd, kennC'ls, nurser ie" to an interwar res Identi al ar ea and postwar 
council estate. Ther e are n~ ~ps and accompanying photos includi ng some of the 
Cor poration refuse disposal y ~r d wit h its landm ar k chimney. Re m iniscences of the 
coa ly a r ds, laundries and stabling in the drea should all in t erest rne lnbers. 

Three booklets, well writt en and illustrated f or t4 - is thi s a record 
' 

G.LF . MEr\D 

VOL U NTEER REQ L'IRED 

The Feder a tion of Su ssex Local History Societies, of which our Soc ie ty is a member, 
requires a Conf e r ence OrganI ser. Eve nts up to spring 1989 have a lr eady been planned 
provisionall y. Someone to ac t In a co-ordinating r ole is r {'qui red, and t her e would be 
advice and assistance from coml ni rtee rnember s. Names to M r s J. Wllkin s, 20 Fairfield 
~iay, Ha ywards Heath, West Sussex, RHI6 I UT. Tcl ephone Hdywa rds Heath 412817. 

BR IG HTO~'d HOVE HER ,"'.LD photo dCc hl ve . Bri gh ton Reier encc L Ibrar y 

Items of I.A. mterest (continued from previous News letter) 

12. 73 23. 2.46 	 Warehouses in New England St., Brighton, Elder Fyffes banall" s 
arri v i 

12. 74 9. 2.46 	 Hollingbury factor y sites 
14. I 1945 	 Brighton & Hove Her a ld printing works 
16. 24 28.12.46 	 Dawkins forge, Marsha lls Ro w, Bri gl1ton (2) 
16. 54 	 ConstructIon o f A st oria C inem<i , Gloucs. P la c ~ , Brighton 
16. 86 25. 1.47 	 Llrden A venue and Hollingbur y f actori es (2) 
18. 60 5. 6. 48 	 Reconstruction ot Brighton St'Jtlon 
19. 45) 

4. 9.48 Construction of Carden Sl'hools, 'Holltl'Sbury (4) 
I~. 46) 
19. 78 9.10 .48 	 Holllngbury Indu strial eqate under construct ion 
19. 79) 
19. 80) 9.10.48 	 King SI., Brighton, shoe factory interiors (7) 
19. 81) 
20. 70) 5. 2.49 

Ho llingbur y factory site
20. 83) 19. 2.49 
21. 4 1948 	 W. Blatchington mill 
21. 14 1948 SouthwJck power sta [(on. Br ighton 'A' 
2l. 19 June 1949 Windmill, Patcham 
2 1. 21) 

June 1949 II'lI1dmill, Rotli ngc1can
2 I. 22) 
21. 54) 

Ju l y 1950 ~'. BlatchinglOn mill
21. 57) 

2 I. 57 July 1950 Ca nal , Portslade, south bank 

2 1. 70 19 52? 	 Shor eham, Canal and petrol storage tanks 
21. 79 9. 5.53 	 Shoret-,am power , t"lion, AI lgh ton 'B' w ith one ch imney 
21. 80 1952 	 lI'indmi l l , Patcham 
21. 81 Sepl. 1952 	 Windm ill, Roltingdea n 
21. 85 Sepl. 1952 	 Windm ill, WC'~ t Bla t ('hmgton (2) 
23. 6 12. 3.49 	 l.lrigl1lOn Stati on, engine and Ill ting gedr 
23. 76 4. 6.49 	 c:,outhw ick, ne w pow er ' l o t ion c ons truc tIOn 
24. 62 17. 9.49 	 Dust cI<'5 truct or, Ho lltngdea n, Brighton 
24. 77 8.10.49 	 Kingston Whar f. Shor eham . timber ya rd 
24. 8 1) 

22.10.49 Waterworks tunne ls unde r Downs, Fa lmer
24. 82) 
25. 84 4. 3.)0 	 Southwick power ,ta tlon 
25. 90 Ivlarch 1950 	 Hollanc1 Road r ai lw ;, y ha lt, Hove 
25. 93 I I. 3.50 	 Construction new e a tC' , Pavilion Grounds, Brighton 
26. 39 23. 9.50 	 F idmer School constr uCti on 
28. 7 2. 6.51 	 Power Station, )outhwick 
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28. 	73) 

Views from roof of new power station including Brighton A,
28. 74) 22. 9.51 
locks, East Arm, ~horeham flcClch, oil depot.28. 75) 

29. 26 16. 1.52 	 Cox's Pill factory, Le wes ROdU, Brighton 
30. 24 12. 7.5 2 	 \', drren Farm - f ormer Industrial Schools, Woodingdean, Brighton 
30. 77 29. 11. 52 	 Portslade Butts timber wh~r f 
30. 92 8. 10 52 	 Kemp Town sta tion and tra i n 
32. I 15.1 1.52 	 Jac k and J ill wi nd m i llS (3) 
32. 49 1954 	 Pa tc h,m , wJndllli1l - da rk paint 

2. 83 1956 7 Brighton 'P,' power stal ion • one ch im ney 
32. 94 13. 4.57 	 Patc ham mill - whit e p<l in t (see 32. 49) 
33. 34 Dy ke cable car , 19th cent ur y? Clear photo . ire roductions 
33. 3/1 Cha", p Ier ilft €' r stor m - shows West and Palace pINS) p 
33. 48 17. 4.54 	 Ga, works [ r orn Shor eha m harbour (good picture) 
33. 70 29. 5.54 	 Electr ic a l transforme r under c L) nst r uCt ion , BI' ighlon (n o loca t ion) 

4. 4 25. 9.54 Shor eham h;:; r bour eas t arm, Brighton '1\ ' power stal ion 
34. 10 9.10.54 	 Mural at C.V . A . f actory, HoJlingbur y , Br igh ton 
34. 47 19. 2.55 	 Trolleybus in Stan[or tl Avenue, BrJgllton (2) 
34. 64 23. 4.55 	 [ ngllle, turntable , and m obt/e c rane, Brigh t on r a il yar d 
35. 7 I . 9.55 	 l' larbour a [ n ight. cranes, Shorehanl 
35. 45 IS. 2.55 	 New look, const r uction, Sou thwl(' k (2) 
35. 82 7. 7.')6 	 Shorehal1l harbour extensions (3) 
36. I I 0.10.56 	 ~horcham, dr edger (2) 
36. 24 8. 1 2. ~6 	 Sourhw lck power >ta tlon 
36. 31 19. 1.57 " l r om rh ~ea 

36. 34 19. 1.57 
16. 78 Sept. 57 	 Shoreham harbour , " ~ .S. Hay ling" and Cra nes 

7. 27 12. 9.59 Ne",hav<"1l ha r bour, ea st bank, 2 _,hi ps + 9 c ranes 
37. 33 1960 	 we,[ ar m 
37. 42 16. 7.60 	 SOUlh Wlck ca nal, S OU Th SIde 
37 . ~2 30. 7,60 	 ) ou th wlck po wer , ta t ion 
37. 5 1 21. 1.6 1 	 \I' . Blatchington mi ll - silhoue tte 
37. 52 196 1 	 'Je" hdven, edSl bank 
37 . ) 9 8. 7.61 ROlt 1l1p,d,'an rnd l - si lhoue tte 
37, 79 18. 8.62 J;I I mil l 
37. 80 8. ').62 	 '1 ldrll1gtor, baSin a t du,k - c himney s 
37 . 85 29. 12.62 	 + cran e:::.; I)rJ ghton rBr 
37. 95 27. 7.6 3 	 West Bl atch ing ton mill 
37. 96 'l . 8.6 3 	 Ne whaven harbour and B.R . ferry 
37.1 I I 20. 6.(; 4 	 Sou thwic k power station 
37.114 8. 8 ,611 	 Moorin gs a t Southwi c k . south ba nk sheds 
37.116 19. 9.6 5 	 Ne "hil ven, Denton Islan d and boats 
37.117 17.1 0.64 	 :,horeham Lock 
37 .1 17 24.1 0.64 	 IV est Blutchington mill 
37 . 119 7.12.64 	 1\ldringlon ['a sin, power station, Brighton 'B' 
37.123 19. 2.65 	 ROlllngdedn m i ll 

(to be ellnt inued) 

I\SHB1 IRNH A M FOR GE & F U RN /\C E (An I.A. walk in East Susse x) 

Subsequent to a mernorable v iS It to Ir onbrJdge and Coalb rookdale tn Shropshire I lOok 
the 10110wll1g walk In the Ashburnham area as a reminder that Sussex, after all, played a 
key role in the birth of th e' iron industry. 

O ne f ine blustery Sa turday In latp Jul y 1986 found me parked at a con venIent spot 
ol'erlook lnf!, Darwell Re sC' r\'olr (O.S. r e t. TQ 7011212). 18th and ear ly 19th century maps 
indic il ted that the way f ro ll ' here t Cl i\ shburnham W<iS an o ld line between DarweJl furnace, 
the Site of which ", no w I" ,de r wdter, ."'. ,hburnh dm and Netheriield. I hoped to keep to 
t i les .;> , taking path, cl ncJ tl1C' r oa c through t o Ihe hIgh ground above the valley contaIning 
the A,hburnham \Corking>, some four m ile., sou t h . 

N<lrrow ol nd d"" ,p , ti ,e pdth thr uugil ....,,".d I.Jnd dipped steeply towards the source of 111", 
{( " (' rvoir. Th c' Wc,) oe", ,,,, (' rJ t r. rr ",eri.:: wh('n , [ r ange ru stl ings started 01) my left. Some 
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ghostly resident of submerged industrial heritage was abroad perhaps? These persisted for 
~ ti me then, al II ost cheeki ly, a group of young deer broke rovf'r and trotted down the 
pa th ah<'d d of me melting away once mor e. At the bottom, th" way turned westward t o 
pass under the aerial rope way which runs for f our mi les or so between Brightling and 
Netherfield. .\ l the time, the hoppers hung silently on their greasy cables, dutifully 
awaillng the next shift at the gypsum mine s. 

Regaining the old tra rk through a superb beech stand I came upon a wide fIre break, 
the ground becom ing high ilnd dry once more. A rnile further on this emerged at Cock le 
Str ee t next to a row 01 beautifully kept stone and ti lehung cottages, dating perhaps from 
the time when this had been the way through. 

From Cockle Stree t the road south is stlll quiet enough to be a pleasure to walk on, 
c ross ing the NetllE'rf ie ld road at Oar well Hole and then rising between flower y banks to a 
high and airy ridge lea ding towards Penhurst. In se veral places a long this st retch the old 
way, still sunke n, runs next to the road. After glJrJl ps ing the sea ,parklmg sev en miles to 

the south I found myse lf amongst a herd of co ws as the road passed down through the 
Vi l lage farm and then d litt le further on, pas t the church and manor in stately contrast, 
surel y founded arrildst the iron industry I,ereabouts. 

Turning west wards at the lunctl on and w"lk ing down the steep hill I was at 
Ashburnham upper for ge. Here th e rOdd c rosses t he bay of an exten'lve hamme r pond. 
The hea d wdter stream cascades over a modern we il- some 20 ft . or ,0 in height where it 
once pow er ed t i lt harn mers 10 forge and shape ir on fr om the furnace t mile upst rea 
Th is forge and lurCldce were the Id,t in the r ount y t o work in th c tr <ldit lona l wa y, rely i) 
on wat er po wer alone and a lengthy 2 st age r edur- tion proc e,s Ht the IUrJ ldce using 
c harcoal , limcst one and spec ial ly pr epa red local iro n ore. The pr oduC: lO n 01 the c h<:J rcoal 
befor ehand was in itself a sc pa rute industry 0 1 l:J r ge proportions. 

Ernest Str dker te ll s us in II'ca lden Iron p.36/j thd l this whole comp lex was csta bli shed 
between 154 9 and 1563 and conveyed in 161 J to SIr John Ashburnham: 

"To Will,arn [l elie of Penhurst gent .•. The iron works or forge c;, lIed upper For~, ' '-!nd 
the pond adl oi ni n~ called the upper for ge pond and the workm ens houses nC'clr the 
same place and dl l t he rolE-p laces , sinde rplaces all d wa steground con taining 8i acres in 
the occupation of gcorge Littl eboy gent .... The iron works or furnace called 
Oal ling ton Fur nace w :th ponds, water, bais, si nder places and coleplaces in the 
occupalJ on o f the s.:lld Wll liam Rolfe ... l6,330." 

Further, he tells us that ca nnon and other ordna nce were rnade here and used in the 
c ivil war. By 1717 the yield was 350 t on" twi ce t " d t o[ any other in Sussex. After 1760 
the furnace was only m blast during d lternate yea rs and by 1785, in bla st for 21 weeks at 
a time at three year intervals. ThIS wa, the pr emi er Iron works in the weald surviving till 
1808 when the f urnace' was ta pped for the la st time. The forge continued in a limited 
way for four or f ive vea rs longer. 

Various buildings a '>soclate d With the forge remalll here, se t close l y into the bay and 
on the valle y t loor to the south. Judging by the '12 12 of these and the extent of the si te, 
this was a pr osperous settlement in the heyda y of Sussex iron, certainly mOre populated 
than Penhurst v illage it se lf. 

North of the bay the pond is cornplet el), dry and grasscd over, it ~ banks, overshadowed 
by tree.s and bushes, extelld for one-t h. lrd rn Ji e. EV Ide nce of the work cd rrl ed out is eas -t 
found today. Lar ge quantities of Cinders, ~Iag and Scrap wc-r e tipped inln the pond d 

along ItS edges. The dry bottom IS stamed still and I was ab le , without too mu e , 
difficulty, to turn up pier-es o f .I.1g , or e and even a si zeab le piece o f forged iron whi ch 
must ha ve lain her e for at leas t 170 year s. 

Ashburnh am furnace site IS r each" d by cl tr ack north from the forge wh ich IS still 
hea vily lTIetJ lkd in places WIth 5leg, scra p and cindc" from the industry here. ThIS 
lollows thl" str<.:am and r i~es up the va lley SI de to rnee t the old way jrom Penhurst af t !.:[ 
pa ss mg seve red small excdva tion< or pits. Tltenee through woodland 10 a bridge c r oss ing 
the stream ot the furnace sit e. At this pOInt t he waters li ght theIr IVd y thr ough hUf;e 
lumps of solidIfied furnace dross and sl ag. The , tr ed" l bottom is <'I mass o f iron red rorks 
lor lt .ed by hUllureds of yea rs oj work here. Again the site i ', overgr own and exte llSive, 
\ tlll '.upppctlnb buildings and a very scrl uded house . Above thl, on a level WIth the bay I ' 
~n C'xkrh lVe :J " , k and tile IrOnrfl il ster's house ,( I) beyond which il small porti on of the pond 
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is still in water. The power f rom the fall here was used to operate the bellows which 
provided the blast for the va rIous charcoal and ore smelting processes. The roar of thi s 
und th e reverberati ons jr otn the forge dow nst rea m rru st 11ave echoed for miles along the 
valley bo1t om as thE' f urnace g low lit up the night. 

I turned ea stward here to return 10 the ridge road along an old Iron workers' way out 
of the vaJley to wa rds Netherf ield. This lords the stream and is heavily laid with slag and 
ci nders fo r , orne Wdy but then reduces to a muddy horse path before passmg a 15th 
century cottage. A l the t i rne 01 rny v iSI t the OWI 1<.:r was busy restorIng the structure, a 
mixture oJ stone, hal f tirnber and bl-ICk, only recently pro vided with a hard access road. 
The way back con tinued on up, still to be found skirting a sn lali stone quarry . Then 
paSSi ng through a wood thi s brought ril e bdr:k to the road at Great Sprays Farm. From 
he re me thrt:e rnJie return journey via pretry Hollmgrove along East Sussex lanes gently 
brought me back to the 20th century. 

M. BRUNNARIUS 
(I) Ernest Straker has an illustration ~;howlng this and rne ntions tha t the men were paId

from a small w 1l1dow near the 13.. '!c a"d that the las t surviving workm an li ved here 
until 1883. 

(2) See a lso S.I.A.S. Newslet ter No 28 p.5 for a similar wa lk through Glaz iers Forge 111
Dal l i ngton forest. 

PO RTL AN [") STR EET, Bll lC HTO N . REDEVELOPM EN T 

Ye t one IItore t hr ":: ,, t to Bn ghton's industr i a l herit .)ge was reported in the BrIghton 
EI'ening Argus property guide , Jrd Sep tember I n 7: thIS was the fortho rn ing ,a le of a 
block of J acre bctwe2n Church Stree t ilnd PQ rt l .~ nd Strect. As the lea, es on this SIte 
e xpire in A pril 1989, de velopment ra n be expec ted - "the site is ideal for commerci al or 
r esidf'nti al redevel oprnent" (E. Ar gus) (I). 

Po rt l~nd St ree t IS rema rk able 111 that bei ng only 300 yards from the prime shopping 
dr ea oj ChurchJiI ::.quare it still reta ins its 18th cen tury purpose of an industrial and 
service SCCtor str eet. Dur ing tl,c town's rapid growth at the end of the 18th ce ntury 
industr y wa" f or .-- ed OU I of the O ld Town on to the surrounding farm lands, principally the 
croft, and str ipS of Nor th Ldme. By 1799 t here was a baker y and a stonemason' s yard in 
Portland Y"rd and throughout t he 19th cent ur y it developed an indust rial base wllh 
P.1 tchi ngs morteJr ya rd open be lore 1821 - It is stdl there l - and a cabinet maker li sted m 
1822. \V.H. Webber 'Ovcn flui ldc r' was ad vcrti,;ng in Jdfluary 1882 dnd this metal 
ma nufacture COnlll1ues to t ilL' pr(' sC'nt day WIth BlabPr- , Grass Foundry still cas ting.(2) 

One o f Brighton' , del ights is the jux taposition 01 a variety of land uses rather than .1 


striCt p lanners' zoning . Portland St r ee t i s m inutes walk from tl,e glossy brashn ess ul 

touri st i;l ri glit on , ye t on a working day YOU Gill watr-h hot rnetal being pouredlO) 


It i , thi s prOXI m it y to t he re tail 'zone' that Spe lls Portland Street 's dem ise; the 
r e lentless 1o,> 01 n ld nuf ..tctur lllg "' Itl 'ln Ihe t own uS it mo ves more to a service econom y 
baSed on rc-taili ng <Jnd r in.Jnc iiJ l serll ces , will be ilccentuated as the sl1"1;111 sites near the 
Centra l BuslnC'ss DIs tric t come up Jor redcye lopment.(4) 

With its old ,tdbli ng, cobbled ya rds, I!inl buildmgs and Industrial bustle the street is 
well wort h rnc rnbers v isil ing: in iJ coup le- of , ears It w li l be 'a tustcfu l shopping precInct'.

You ha ve beell warm·d. 


GEOFFREY IvI E.o,O 
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I\ MBE I, LEY CH6 L ~: ~" \11 ' ~ELI 

We ar e ve r y h"ppv Iv re-port t l1~t dltf'nddllCes are 10% up on Id St yea r, but Ih is will 
not be 5ulJlcl enl to ,j,hl(-\(' Lmr t::lrge t 01 !O, 'jufJ , 1'l(ors lmk " ther t· IS iI dr dnlct lic JrI ' -I-c;" , ,, 
bc-for,' IVe ,·Ios," Iw ~J,t "llillN un 1, ( t\JOI'c IPbel 

- 11 

http:lorlt.ed

