
SUSSEX INDUSTRIAL ~T~ 
HISTORIC FARM BUILDINGS GROuP 	 ARCHAEOLOGY SOCIETY 

Rcgistcral ChJri'y No_ 267159Old farm buildings are among the most conspicuous and pleasing features of the ~ 
traditional countryside. They are also among the most interesting, for they are valuable --------~=~------
and substantial sources of historical knowledge and understanding. 

Although vari ous organisat ions have included old farm build-iogs among their interests 
there was no s ingle one solely concerned with the subject. It was the absence of such an 
organisation which led to the establishment of the Group in 1985. 

Membership of the Group is open to individuals and associations. A weekend 
residential conference, which inc ludes visits to farm buildings of historical interest, is held 
annually. The Gr oup also publishes a Journal and issues regular newsle tters to members. 

If you wish t o join, send your subscription (£5 a year for individuals) to the 
Secretary, Mr Roy Bridgen, Muse um of English Rural Life, Box 229, Whiteknights, Reading 
RG2 2AG. Telephone 0731! 875123. 

MEMBERSHIP C HANGES 

New Members 

Mrs B.E. Longhurs t 29 Alfriston Road, Worthin g BN I4 7QS (0903 200556) '(
Mrs E. Riley-Srnith E\rewhurst, Loxwood, Nr. Bi lill1gshurst RHI/i OR J (O~03 75235 

Change of Addr ess 

Mrs P. Bracher 2 Hayes C lose, Rinr.me r , Lewes eN8 5HN (027.3 813902) 

OFFICERS 

President A.J. Haseifoot 
Chairman Air Marshal Sir Frederick SOWf('y , Home Farm, He rons Ghy ll , Uckfi e ld 
Vice Chairman J.S.F. Biackwell, 21 Hythe Road, Brighton BN I 6JR (0273) 5) 767 
General Secretary R.G. Martin, 42 Fa lmer Avenue, Saltdean, Brighton BN2 8FG 

[Offi ce (0273) 28479, Home (0273) 33805J 
Treasurer & Member- J.M.H. Bevan, 12 Charmandean Road, Worthing BN 14 9LB 

ship Secreta ry _ 	 (0903) 35421 
Editor B. Austen, I Mercedes Cottages, St. John's Road, Haywards Hea rh 

RH1 6 4EH (04411) Ifi3 S/i.5 
Programme Secretary D.H. Cox, 3 Middle Road, Partr idge Gre en, Hor sham RH13 8JA 

(0403) 711137 
Archivist P.J. Holtham, 12 St. He le n' s Cresce nt, Hove BN3 8EP (0273)4137')0 
Publicity G.E.F. Mead, 17 Hoilingbury Park Avenue, Brighton BNI 7JG 

(0273) 50IY)[; 

Area Secreta ries 

East.ern Area 

Western Area R.M. Palm~ r, II Arlington Close, Goring-by-Sea , Worthing BN 12 4ST 

(090) 50 )62 
Central Area J.S.F. Blm:kwell, 21 Hythe Road, Brighton BN I 6JR (027 3) )')767 ")
Northern Area LW. Henbery, 10 Mole C lose, La ng ley Green, Craw !ey (0293) 2J481 

COMMITTEE MEMBERS 

B. 	 Austen, Brig. A.E. Ba xter , D.H.-Cox, F.W. Gregory, c:\v. Hl!flb~ry. 

P.]. Holtham, G.E.F. Mead, R.M. Pal mer , C.G. Thomcrson. M.F. rigl" 


Copy for the Newsletter should be sent to: 

G.G. Thomerson, 42 Gande r Hii'l, Haywards Heath, West Sussex H 1111. IIU ) (04 /,4) 450722 

PLEASE NOTE Latest acceptance date for copy for the Arril NQw~ l ettcr 

is 10th MARCH 1989 

- 12 ­

NEWSLETTER No.6) 	 ISSN 0263 516X 
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CHIE F CON TENTS 

Annual Reports - Gen. Hon. Secretary, Treasur er 
Area Secretaries ' Reports 
Inaugur at ion of Sussex Mills Group 
New England Road ra ilway bridges - Brighton 
Two Sussm: Harbours in the 18th century 
Brighton & Hcve Gazette Year Book 

II\R Y DATES 

Sunday , 5th Ma rch. Working vi sit to Coultershaw Pump, Pe tworth. Meet at pump at 11.00 
a .m. Wear old clothes, br ing picnic lunch and some tools to clear undergrowth. 
Maintenance painting a lso requi red . Map refere nce SU 972 194. Contact Mike 
Pa lmer 0903 50662 6. 

Sunday, 5th March. Arnberle y Cha lk Pits Museum Assoc ia tion visit to Pa pple wick Pum ping 
Stat ion (No ttinghamshi re ). Pre li minary arra ngement s: coach leaves Chalk Pits 
Museum 8.00 a. m., Br iti sh Engineeri u rn (Hove) 8.30 a.m. Cost to be ar ranged. 
Further de t a ils fr om Mrs Shir ley Fagg a t the Museum 0798 831370 or even ings 
0273 463 933. 

Saturday, I I t h March. South East Industria l !,rc haeology Confe re nce. 
Sunday, 12th March. Westgate Leisure Ce nt re, Chichester. See enclosed leaflet for 

de tai ls . 
Tuesday, 14th Ma rch . Sussex Mills Group Meeting to discuss future program me. Details 

f rom Don Cox 0403 7 11 137. 
Tuesday, 14th March. Join t meeting with Chicheste r Museum Society. Talk on "Cast Iron 

To mbstones" by Tony Yowa rd. Chichester District Council offices, East 
Pallant, Chic heste r 7.30 p. m. Pa rking a t rear. Contact A lan A IInutt 0243 
786044 if sketch ma p of ve nue location needed. 

Saturday, 22nd April . Mystery Tour of Mi lls. Meet Polega te Mill 10.30 a. rn. Map 
reference TQ 627209. Contact Fra nk Gregory 0273 505754. 

Wednesda y, 19t h May. Ea st Court, East Grinst ead 8.00 p.m. Mr J. Franks, Principal, 
Polytechnic of the Sout h Ba nk,"The Inla nd Waterways of Br itain , Pas t, Present 
&. F uture". The East Grinstead Society. Non-members we lcome 75p. 

Sa tur day, 27rh May. Al l d ay visi t to Hampshi re. As guest s of Southampton Universit y I.A . 
Group we shall tour s it es in the Hampshire a rea. Meet at Twyford Pumping 
Stat ion map refe rence SU 4932 48 at 10.30 a. m. Fur ther details from Mike 
Palmet· 0903 506626. 

GENER AL SECRET ARY'S REPORT FOR YEAR 1987-1988 

Another ye ar ha s passed since I ha ve repor ted on the activ ities of the Society. This 
time last year we were still recovering fr om the rav ishes of the worst storm in nearly 200 
years. Se veral mi lls had suffered but mos t of the darr.age has now been put right. 

The Society has continued to ma inta in an in terest in a ll aspec t s of industrial 
archaeology. It often see ms that little progress is ma de but li ke dr ipping water wearing 
a way a stone the con t inual act ivity ill which the Society and it s Mem bers are involved 
does. in the long run pay off. 

Concerning the Society's own projects: 

At Poyntz Bridge the deck ing has now been completed and chrome steel balls have 
been obtained for the swivel and a steel bearing ring is being fabricated with a fibreglass 
skirt. 



At Coultershaw Beam..,.E.ump there has been a very successful year with more visitors 
than ever before. The second sluice has now been fitted and the third one converted into 
a fish ladder by SoutheTn Water Authority. When water is needed to operate the pump, 
stop logs need to be temporarily fitted to this. 

At Ifield Mill, work to the launder has been completed and problems with the pit 
wheel are being resolved. There has been excellent attendance at all opening days. The 
adjacent mill house has recently been converted into a public house. 

As far as sit es not under the control of the Soci e ty but with which we have an 
interest, usually through the good offices of one or more of our me mbers: 

At Clayton Mills, Jill, the fantail assembly h;JS been repl~ced a nd the st e ps and the 
brake wheel repaired. Two of the sweeps whic h wel L' rellilwed to facilitate the repair 
work have just been replaced. 

I\t !::!iz~alvington, four sweeps have now be(~n fitt ed. 

At Winche lsea Mill, the re are no pla ns for re-erecting the mi ll which was toppl ed 
during the ga leo: las t year. 

At Oldl.md Mill , a new crown tree' has bcen fitt ed :,nd work is proceeding i 
prepa ra tion of n tU ng new s.ide gins. 

At Nutle y Mill, a ll th ~ storm c!amoge " ::I S been put r ight . 

At Poleglltc Mill, the ca p hus now been rep laced a nd is winding. 

At Roningdcan Mill, thc' s;]i ls ha ve now be"I' r e mo ved and work is about to proceed 
on repa irs to the cap. 

At Shi pley Mill, the fantail assembly has been disma ntled and the shu tte rs taken out 
in prepara tion for further extensive work. 

At West Blatchington Mill, all the storm damage has b:;en repaired. 

At Lowfield Heath, although not now strictly in Sussex, th e round house has bee n 
rebuilt and the trestle and post repaired and re-erected. Repairs are continuing on t he 
rest of the mill structure. 

At Windmill Hill, Herstmonceux, the planning application for conversion into a 
residence has been approved. 

At Dean's Mill, Lindfield, there has been a most unfortunate corOlla ry to the s torm. 
The sluice which controls the level ot water to the mill was damaged in the gale a nd 
Southern Water Authority have dec ided that t hey will not repair it. Ownership of the 
sluice is in doubt and at the moment the problem is unresolved. It is this sort of t hing 
which the Society should be on its guard aga inst as once a mill like this is de prived o f its 
source of power there may be no opportunity for futur e gene-rations to restore it. A mill 
which has been in working order for the whole of it~ life will b" corne only a ~ta t ic 
museum. 

The Soc ie ty has had a vcr )' succcssf ul programme 01 • ... . _ .. _ ...-- ... . b " ( 
The fir s t eve nt was thco working pany at C:Oll lr<: r ~haw Boaom Purnp, a re gula r annual 

fixture needed to prepare the pu mp fo r opening to the pllblic: . During the course of the 
sumrr c'r we have h3d w" lks oround Cruit Grlfl stend, MidhlJrst and Steyning. These were all 
very worth whi le and arc an co x' c lle nt W3Y of ge tting to know the villages and towns of 
Sussex. In Jun(' wc had 4.l v i~lt to the Shoreham Cement Works at Beeding and in 
September we were the gues ts of the Surrey Industri31 History Group who took us to see 
the Godalminr; Turbin(', A"lbury Mill, the Chilworth Gunpowder Works and to the Stationar y 
Engine MusclJrll at W(·~t("ott. Ti le menobers evening was held in Michelham Priory where 
we were shown "round the house and this was followed by talks on soap making in 
Brighton, the dismantling of Lowfield Heath Windmill and the I.A. of Banking. Our thanks 
are due to all members arid others who have contributed to this programme. 

The Society has been unable to publish Sussex Industrial H)s tory during the yea r but 
Issue No.18 is just 011 the point of being issued. This is devoted entirely to "The Hi stor y 
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of Mills in Brighton" by one of our me mber s - Hugh Dawes. It is being published jointl y 
with the Urban Studies Centre in Brighton. Incidentally it is hoped that Issue No.19 will 
be ready by April, 1989. The News letter continues it s good s tandard a nd although ther e 
has been criticism of the s ize of the t ype face we ho pe that by mainta ining the qualit y o f 
print that this has pr oved adequate . 

The Soc iet y continues to ma intain links with other societies and organisations: 

SER JAC t hi s year was hosted by the Surr e y Industrial Hi s tory Group: the subjec t was 
the Extr a c t ive Industri es. This was e xtreme ly well attended and there were seve ral very 
int erest.i ng visits on the fo llowing day. 

The A.I. A. Confer ence which was hel d th is year a t Swansea was a ttende d by some 
doz<!n of our members and a ve r y re ward mg t ime wa s Ila d by a ll . Membe rs al so a ttend 
t he worki ng weekend for members o f affil iated societ ies whi c h is he ld in March at 
lr onbridge. 

Represent atives f rom t he SOCiet y s it on Commi tt ees of Sus~ex Archaeo log ica l 
Socie ty , and Subterra nea Br ittanic a and t here is a representative from t he I\ mberley 
Cha lk Pits Museum o n our Commi ttee. 

In connec tIOn With thi S I would like to re p0r! tha t our Presi den t John Hase lfoot has 
're cent ly been made t he Vice-President o f the Amberley Chalk Pi ts Museum TrUST. Th is is 
an honour whicl , reflects the STanding of o ur President in I. A. c ircles a nd we congratu late 
tu rn rrost warm ly. 

The Com mi ttee has been c onsider ing the formation of a Sussex M Ill s Group within 
the Society. Considerable interest has been shown and a meeri ng IS TO be held on 
December 13 th to inaugurate the Group. 

The process of recording I. A. Sites in Sussex is proceed ing s low ly but mor e help is 
STili needed. It is a iascmating and rewa rding exercise Io r mem bers who undertake th is 
t ask. 

The Brick St ud y Gr oup. Work on compi ling the gazetreer of br ic kmaking si tes has 
bee n proceedi ng more rapidly this year tha n in pre vious years par tly due to t he a cquis ition 
of a word processor. Ka te Cos way has been gi ving consi dera ble assis t a nce an d 
ex a mi na tio n of the ma ps in We st Sussex is a lmos t comple te. Var ious me mbers ha ve been 
checki ng t he gazettee r en t ries for t heir areas. Furt he r volunteers to assist with t h is t ask 
are al ways we lcome. Our thanks are due Molly Beswick on whose shoulde rs the bulk of 
the work fa lls. 

The aCTual achievemen TS may not seem great but I ca n 'assure the meeting tha t 
much hard work is be ing pu t into the Soc ie ty by the off icers, the commi ttee and mem bers 
and I wish t o thank all c oncerned. 

RO N MAR TIN 

TREAS URER 'S REPO RT 

Your Soce t y has had a good year financiall y, in part due to non- re cur r ing ite ms 
Iwhich have enabled us to augment our reser ve f unds. 

F irst, WilIred Beswick a rranged with Brighton Polytechnic for the dona ti on to the 
Society of a Blackstone engine and t he sale of thi s prod uced £650. Secondly, t he issue of 
Sussex Industrial History No.16 published in conj unc t ion wit h Gatwic k Ai r port Ltd. has 
benefited our funds by abou t £700, i.e . near ly £200 f rom the sale of this issue, p l u ~ the 
saving t o us of printing costs, the whole 01 these being carr ied by Gatwick Airport Ltd. 
Third ly, we received a dOna tion of £200 from IBM towards t he re instatement of Poynt z 
Bridge, and e xpec t shortly t o rece ive a subs tant ial sum from Eng li sh He ritage for t he 
same cause. And fin a ll y, we have had £ 152 as proceeds from SER lAC 1988 a nd na ve not 
ye l had to f ind the bulk of the fu ndmg for SER lAC 1989. 

At Coulte rsha w our income from visi tors was £277 las t year , made possible by the 
dedicated volunteers who man - and woma n - the mi ll on a lte rnate summe r Sundays. 
More are badly needed. This is the only re ve nue produci ng activit y of t he Societ y and 
deserves your support. "During the yea r we had to spend £4 00 on treating the roof timb ers 
With pr eservative and In consequence our Coultershaw balance has dropped from £390 to 
£ 109. 
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Although we had six new covenants last year you will see that our income from this 
source reduced from £ I&I to £ 164 because of the re duced standard rate of income ta x and 
there will be a further reduction next year. 

We spent £30 on replenishing our stock of Fi e ld Guides and a nother £35 on buyin g 
from the publisher s several hundred copies of back num-be rs of Susse~J,:!dustrial History. 
The sale of these will provide US with a smal l but steady income in the Juture. 

I am glad to say that our admini s trati ve cos ts reduced this year from £902 to £5 82. 
This is because we were involved last year in extra expense follo wing our change of Bank 
which meant circulating our membership. A few members are still :).jying their St anding 
Order subs c riptions to the wrong Bank and may I implore thel" to change their 
instructions. Our Bank is now the Midland, Wor thing and NOT Lloyds, Kernp Town. 

Our income from deposits continues to rise and the average r a t e from our 
investments over last year was 8.7 per cent. 

We had 16 new me mbers during the year , including one lif e member, as against 12 
the year bef ore. 

Finally, the best thanks of your Committee an d myself go to our Honorary Auditor, 
George Martin, for his hard work. 

MICHA EL BEV/\ 

AREA SECRETARIES' REPORTS 

WESTERN AREA 

Coultershaw Pump 

The winter maintenance programme is under way. 

Some starts and paddle boards on the wate r whee l are rotten and are bei ng replaced. 
On one of the pump beams the attachment of the bearing block for the connec ting rod 
and pump rod was found to be slack due t o a rotten packing piece which has been 
r eplaced. 

The Duke and Ockenden deep well pump is being cleaned and reassem bled. 

Apart from the regula r working parties on the first and third Sundays in the month, there 
will be a special effort on Su nday 5th Mar ch to have the site ready for visitors in 
connec tion with the SERIA C Conference in ChichestH the follo wing weekend. This 
opening date is three weeks earlier than usua l a nd we do ask volunteers to come forwar d 
to help us to meet it. 

Poyntz Bridge 

The 42 inch diameter steel ring for the turntable ball race has been fla me -cut and is 
now v"ith Southdow n .Engineer ing of Bognor Regi s for machining. 

It is hoped to have the bridge operational this year . 
MICHAEL PALME R 

NORTH SUSSEX AREA 

The Horsham timber merchants, Agates, have now vacated their premises at Kings 
Road and the buildings have been demolished. The s ight of ~easoning timber, open slatted 
sheds and the large gib c rane - almost a landmark - will be missed. Did anyone 
photograph or record the site, prior to demolition? 

At !field we have considered the need for an enlarged main spur wheel and it seems 
like ly that we shall attempt to make a new one instead of tr ying to modif y the existing 
one. This will be the fir st step in the last stage of the endeavour to complete the drive 
system to one pair of stones. During the winter the arrangem e nt of the ground floor will 
be changed to improve the available floor space and display area. 

The adjacent Mill Cottage is now re-occupied after an extensive refurbishme nt by 
Crawley Council. Security is now more assured, to our re lief. 
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At Charlwood aviarie s the f ina l erection was success full y ca rried out of the cross­
tree s and main post of Lowfield Heath windmill on to the Roundhouse. The top courses of 
brickwork are be ing laid up t o the fini shed height and thi s stage of the restora ti on will 
then be wra pped for prote ct ion a gains t th e winter weatl1e r. The success fu l comple t ion of 
th is cha pter ha s grea t ly li f ted mor a le and 1989 should sce signi fica nt work comp leted. 

E. W. HEN BI': R Y 

VISIT TO SUR REY INDUSTRI AL HI STO RY GRO UP - 24 th Septpmber 

Sixteen member s of SIAS md our Surrey host Professor Ala n C r oc ke r on the la wns 
of Kennedy and Donkm Ltd . a t Borough ROdd, Goda lm ing. 

Our fi rst visit was to an impressive wat l?r tUI bine buil t in 1869 for Ca ttesha ll Mi ll 
on [he R iver Wey by Macadam Bros. of Bel fas t. Alan C ro<..ker has a gi f t for e xpla in ing 
deta ils whIch helped lJS t o understand the wor king o f This tur bine. A 6- 7 foo t head of 
water tu rned well over 60 tons of machine r y in the paper mill, a tr ibu t e to the skill o f 
ti ,e Vi<.. torian engineers. The cas t iron t urb ines we re brought to thiS si te on the R ive r 
Tillingbourr'lc by Wilier transport. The r iller ~uppar ted cor fl mil ls, fullIng mill~, and 
gunpowder mills along its banks over t he years and ils course was c hanged periodically to 
suit these va ri ous needs. 

Whdst Alan Crocker was talking to us the Mayor of Codalml ng, resplcndPrlt in charn 
of ofi ice , paid a Visit as he is a member of SIHG. We were at the s ite where clectnuty 
was first ge llerated, powered by a water whee i to serve the street lIght ing of Goda Jming 
whI ch was the f,rsl town in the country to have electric street lighting. 

\lie then moved to "'Ibur), Mill and to the upper and lower Post!ord MIlls. These 
mills "ere purchased by the Botting fami ly in 1909 and we were fort unate In that Charles 
Borting, the grandson of the founder gave us a ta lk. Gunpowder was made in this area in 
the SIx teenth c('ntury and contin ued unti I the Twentieth century when demand dropped and 
produc ti on ceased. 

We were then inlrodlKed [0 Bill Kindred, the miller of long standing. He told us 
that the POl>tl ord Mill was equipped as a 41 sack mill , but had run for some years a s a 2; 
sack mil l unti I regraded as a 4 sack mill. A sack weighed 280 pounds. We were shown 
the var ious stage!> 01 milling flour, working our way from the third fl oor downwards. All 
the machinery, ma inly wooden, was made In the 1 850~ and is bell ur iven. The s i lk and 
metal screens were exposed so that we wl:'re abJ(· to see ho .... t he flour was moved at each 
stage of t ~,e mllli ng by be lt operated conveyors in wooden trunking both vert ic a l and 
horizonta l. The various p rocesse ~ were made ver y clear to us by Bill Kindred who a lso 
gave some lips on baking. The quantiti'es of [Jour dust around the mill must have madt· i t 
a rather unpleasant environment in which to work. 

After lunch we vis ited the gunpowder mills at Chilwort h \~ e walked the track 01 
the tramway which transported gunpowder to the railway Sidings from v"hence It wa~ 
despatched to customers. Before the advent of ra il ways, transport was by mean~ of water 
to the Thames. Alan Crocker sai d that the mill grew its own t imber for charcoal and 
that saltpetre and su lphur were impor ted. At one time smoke frOM a warship 's broadside 
was so black it obscured the view of the target, but a German company Invented iI 

gunpowder which gave off brown smoke. This was more acceptable t o t he naval 
authorities. There were 1 5~ bUi ldings on the Chilwort h site a t the end o f the 19 14- 18 
war. These were surrounded by corrugated Iron drums fi lled with sand to minim ise the 
effect of an explOSIon wh ich happened on average abou t t WIce a year. After the w,,-r the 
gunpowder companies amalgamated to form Nobel Industr ies which later became part of 
le l who decided to move the manufacture of gunpowder t o nor th west England, and the 
C hil worth plant was therefore closed. Some oi the bui ldings on the site have now been 
converted to smart dwelli ngs. 

Our last ca ll was to the Westcott Stationary Engine Muse um whNc very we lcome 
tea a nd biscuits were laid on. There were eight een machines on show, some ill the operl 
and some under cover , da ti ng t rom 1889 t o 1950 With such fa m il iar names as Lis t e r , 
Pe t t e r , Cr oss le y, Prl estman, Tangye, Blac kst ane, and Ruston a nd Hornsby, plus Iwo I had 
not pre vious ly heard o f: PeJapone, a nd <;o utl1 well (frorr , USA). Two of th(' e ng ine s we re 
t hu mping away. 
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We should all like to thank Alan Crocker very much indeed for giving hi s time and 
energy to making this such an enjoyable visit. Our t hanks also to SIHG and others for 
their contributions. 

LESL1E MARTIN 

BREWH URST WATER MILL - WORK ING PAR T Y Satur day 29th October 

Some fifteen members presented themse lves a t Br ewhurst Mi l l , L oxwood armed w i th 
all manner of implements to do a general clear up in g lorious sunsh ine. Befor e st arting 
work Jona thJ.n M inns, Director of the British Engineer ium at Hove, gave uS a r un -down on 
the history and the working of the mill, as he had prepared a r eport 011 the Jeasibi 1nl' 01 
reta ining it as a mill rather than have it developed as l iv ing accommodaT IOn. 

The earliest document relating to the mill is dated 1554 a lthough ther e IS str ong 
evidence that it was in operation long before that date. Abou t 1890 a f ire des t royed t he 
top two floors of the mill, and by 1900 silti ng had bec ome a ser IOus problem. Extensi ve 
refurbi shment then took place over the years unTi I 192 8 when a BlackSlone 01 I engine was 
installed. The mill cont inued production until 196 8 whe n c ommer c ia l corn grinding ceased. 
Occasional millings were made for domest ic purposes unt il 1981. 

We set to work in small team s, some clear ing the internal whee l pit area and lower 
ground floor of flotsam which in t imes of flood is fo rced in t o the buildi ng by exce~s i ve 

river water, some doing general cl ear ing up on the gr ound and upper I l oors, some sweepi ng 
up the multitudinous pigeon droppings, and othe r s Iill ing holes in the st r ucture to prevent 
furth er residence by t he pigeons. 

At 12.30 p.m. we were all invited t o JOIn Mrs R i ley-Sm lth, the owner, for a 
magnif icent se lection of pre-prandial r efreshmen t i n he r f ascinatmg cottage. The cottage 
i s fasc inating not only in its history but a lso in the contents which Mr s Ri ley- Sm i th has 
displayed in every c onceivable nook and cranny, f r om paintings to pe wter pots, and even 
an early brass fireman's helmet. The c ottage, a lthough main ly Tudor, is believed to st and 
on Norman foundations. 

It seemed rather an anti-climax to eat our picnic lunches perched here and there 
around the mill, after which we continued with our various tasks. 

Those members who do not attend such working parties miss a lot of enjoyment. A 
number of task s are physically hard and usually dirty, but there are also many lighter , 
cleaner jobs which can be found and are equally necessary for those less able or less 
inclined to tackle the harder ones. All those who turned up at Brewhurst Mill considered 
that this was a splendid day out and that the "before" and "after" state of the mill was 
reward in itself, and all are very grateful to Mrs Riley-Smith for her generous hospitality. 

GORDeN THO/\'lERSON 

SUSSEX MILLS GROUP (Newsletter No.60 p.9) 

An inaugural meeting was held on 13th December in the British Engineerium at Hove 
by kind permission of the Di rec tor, Jonathan Minns. There was an encouraging attendance 
of about 50 with 16 mills being represent ed, and a lively discussion ensued. 

Frank Gregory agreed to undertake the chairmanship for ,he initial period of getting 
the Group under way. Don Cox was elected Hon. Secretary with committee members as 
follows: 

P. Hill, J. Minns, J. Muddle, P. Pearce, B. Pike, C . Potten, S. Potter. 

Any member of SIAS may attend meetings without any further formalit y. An yone 
else interested in joining the Group would be asked first to join SIAS at the current annual 
subscription rate of £5 and would then be entitled to all the benefits of SIAS plus the 
Mills Group. Both wind and water mill enthusiasts and those interested in both are 
welcome. Application should be made to the Hon. Membership Secretary: J.M.H. Bevan, 
12 Charmandean Road, Worthing, BN 14 9LB, 0903 35421. 

THE BRICK STUDY GROUP - Help wanted 

The gazetteer of brickmaking sites in East and West Sussex is now almost complete 
(see Annual Report) and I should be glad of the help of any member willing to examine 
the entries for the area with which he or she is familiar. 
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This wlil involve any or all of the following: 

1. Checking the grid reference for each site against the description of the location. 
(Mistakes have been made with grid relerenccs IfI the p,-" t and we want to keep errors t o 
the mini mum thiS time. Once anything inconect is prinv~d , it is very difficu l t to set the 
record str:Jight.) 

2. Checki ng the present condition of the sites. In urban ..reas the se will almost always 
have been redeveloped, a lthough a large enough br ick pi t ma y have been turned i nto a 
r ecreat ion grotmd . Ha we " c r , in r ur al ar eas there ma) ST i l l be some physi c a l remains e.g. 
a pond, a levelled ar ea fo r the hack s (dr ying gr ound) anrl either a SCa tt er of br ick and ti lc 
deur is or bn cks embedded in a bank wher e the k iln \Vas sit ua ted. Al so some ' Brickvar d 
Cotfages ' rna y have r e t ained thei r old name,. 

3. In t he case o f sites which have only gone out of use in the present century, talk ing 
to any of t he older inhab It ants w ho may r eco l lect t he eXJstence of a br ickyard and 
glean ing somf' II110rma t ion from t hem . 

Wil l vo lun t eers please cont ac t : Mrs M. Besw ick, Turner$ House, Turners Green, 
Heathf ieJd, East Sussex TN2 1 9RB. 

JEW ENGL AND RD RAILWA Y BRIDGES, BR IGHTON TQ 308053 to TQ 309053 

Ncw England road is crossed by t he London t o Br igh t on r ailway about 300 yards 
north of Br ighton Stat IOn. The loc omotive and carnage wor ks were originall y on the soum 
si de of the r oad, east of t he r unning li nes. Thus more ~pans over New England road wer e 
needed as t he st ati on and t he works were ex t ended. A ll exc ep t one extension were to the 
west of the f Jr st bridge over t he road, and even t ua lly as the extens ions spread westwar ds, 
both Ne w England road and Old Shoreham r oad were cr ossc d where the y di verge. 

The fir st br idge bui l t f or the opening of the line in 184 1 was a handsome yellow 
brick str ucture havi ng a 22 fr. span semi-circular arch over the road and pedestrian arches 
on either side. The overall length between abutments was 56 ft. and the width 32 ft. for 
t hree tracks. The sty le <\I1d stone details show the work of Davic.i Mocatta, the company's 
arch itect. Construction was by Hale and Wythes whose contract included the line from 
Patcham tunnel to Brighton station. A few years later a small extension westwards was 
made using a cast iron girder with a span of 59 ft. 6 in. 

In 18 54 an extension of three tracks was added by the use of four 5 ft. 7 in. deep 
Warren trusses. To accommodate the road widening westwards approaching the road 
junction, the north abutment was splayed to increase the span lengths westwards from 62 
ft. 9 in. to 67 ft. The top (compression) chords of the Warren trusses were cast iron, the 
bottom (tension) chords were wrought iron, and the cruciform section diagonals were cast 
iron. This extension enabled the running lines to be slewed westwards to make room for 
rail access to the locomo tive and carriage works from the north. 

By 1860 the locomotive works were being extended and to provide space a new 
carr iage an d waggon works was under construction on the west side of the running lines. 
qail access from the north was needed about 100 ft. west of the Warre;) truss bridge. 
: he new br idge had to span both Old Shoreham road and New England road and also to 
accomm oda te a fanning out of the tracks southwards. A row of ten 2 ft. dia. cast iron 
columns , paralle l with the south abutment, divided the bridge into two spans, the south 
over New England road being 43 ft. and the north spans over Old Shoreham road 
increasing westward from 25 ft. to 43 ft. The splay of the tracks widened the bridge 
from 58 ft. at the north abutment to 69 ft. 6 in. at the south abutment. Wrought iron 
plate girders were used. 

In 1864 the cast iron diagonals of the Warren trusses were strengthened by the 
addition of pairs of wrought iron flats pinned through the joints. Both top and bottom 
chords were also strengthened by r ivetting on wrought iron flats. 

By 1870 it became necessary to fill in the 100 ft. gap between the Warren truss 
bridge and the two span extension. This was done w ith wrought iron plate girders. 

(llJn May 1891 a cas t iron bridge over Portland Road near Norwood junction 
collapsed, fortunately only causing a (2)derailment. Within three months a contract was 
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placed for the replacement of the Warren trusses by a mild steel plak ); irder bridge. A 
sur vey of all cast iron bridges revealed that sor:,e 80 were in need uf replacement or 
strengthening. 

Brighton goods yard was also south of New Eng land r oad, on the east side of the 
station, and at a lo wer leve l. Originally its onl y ra i l access was from t he Shoreharn l ine 
and involved d tunne l through the chalk f ill under t he 51", ti on. The ext ra shunt ing of 
goods trains from t he main l ine led to the constr uc tion o f a direct approac h line across 
N ew England road 80 yds. east of the origi nal bri ck bri dge. An e legant cast iron arch 
bri dge was erected in 1852. It had four cas t i r on ar ch ribs each cas t in 3 sect ions wi t h 
integral verti ca l spandrel members and deck edge. L ater , stren g1 heni ng under the tracks 
w as done by t he in sert ion of three mild stee l plate g irder s. The cast Ir on wor k was by 
the Regent Foundry Brighton. 

A l l the br idges ar e st il l in p lace, 
disused . 

J. 	 L.LC. Rolt, l<ed for Danger , ( 1966), 
2. 	 V. M itcheJ I and K. Sm ith, Three 

(M idhurst , 1987) Photograph No. 1 I 

- ngineers to the L B &. SCR 

J. V. Rast ri ck 1837- 1846 
R. Jacomb-Hood 184 6- 1860 
F.D. Banister 1860- 1895 

AMBER L EY C HALK PITS MUSEUM 

bu t the br Ick ar ch and the cast iron arch are no w 

105 
Br idges to Br ighton, Southern ma in hne a lbums, 

.. 

Our mammoth w inter work programme is well under way, so {<lr lJnimpeded by 
adver se weat her. Staff and vo lunteers an: beavermg away In all parts of the site. 

John Land and the Ranger teams have installed the new wooden frame for the Jime­
grinding mill. Mat t Cooper, Gordon Thomerson and lan Powell have tiled the roof of the 
ex-Cowfold hori zonta l racksaw shed, and w ill shor t l y begJn t he new shed for the Aqualate 
H all circular racksa w. Our t imber yard will have a far more authentiC appearance i or 
next season and promises to be one ot our most pleasing set t ings t o date. 

Gerry Nutbeem 's Wednesday volunteer t eam cont inue to make tremendous progress 
wi th the Vi llage Garage which is due to open in May 1989. 

Behind t he scenes are the sta lwart team of Ida Darlington, Harry and DorroIJ 
P iggott who are catalogujng our ar ch i ve photographs, whi 1st Southampton Univer si ty I.A. 
Gr oup C hairman, Tony Yoward, who is also o ne 01 our keen members, makes regular 
f ortnightly tr ips "acros~ t he border" t o sort our slide collecti on. 

A new audio- visual show is i n preparation and w i ll Ieature a glance back at the 
working Jile 01 the region. A great number of the photographs are trom the Garland 
C ollection at West Sussex Record Office. 

There is sti ll much to do before t he museum re-opens in March, and as ever, new 
vo lunteers are al ways wel come. Please call rhe Museum Office (0798 831370) for further 
information on our work pr ogramme. 

MIKE WALL - Curator 

TWO SUSSEX HARBOURS IN THE EIGHTEENTH CENl URY 

During some recent research In the m icrof i lms o f Br ighton Reference library, ( have 
f ound some r ef er ences which I hope will interest member s. 

Sussex Weekly Adver ti ser Monday 17 November 176 

"Lewes - extract of a letter f r om a person at Shore ham to hiS fr iend in t hi s town - I 
here send you the agreeable news of my being t his moment r et urned fr om the New 
Harbour, where I had the pleasure of seei ng the f irst foundation pile f or t he West Pier 
drove. A great number of spec t ators fr om t he town and p laces ad jacent wer e pr esent; a 
very pleasing countenance to be seen in all faces. There was plent y of wine, punch etc. 
and success to the New Harbour etc...... as drunk by everybody. They were upwards of an 
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hour and an half driving the said pile, which was not above 16 or 17 feet long. The 
foundation seems very hard and sound; and 'tis the opinion of everybody it may be made 
very secure good work, notwithstanding the many reports that have of late prevailed that 
our Harbour would never by compleated. I can assure you that it is now pushing on with 
vigour. 

Yours etc . 
2 o'clock. Shore ham Wednesday 12 Nov. 1760" 

This entrance was nece ssary due t o the shingle of Shoreham Beach drifting 
eastwards, creating a barrier that diverted the Adur mouth as far east as the present King 
Alfred swimming pool; by opening the entrance opposit e Kingston Buci it was hoped to 
incrc, se the Adur flow and ease the silting of the river west to New Shoreham. Within 15 
years shingle began to drift across this new exit and by 1815 the exit was 2 Km east of 
Kingston, and access was again difficult to the port. By 1818 the Kingston exit was 
re-opened and, with the protection of groynes and breakwater s remains the exit at the 
present day. In the 1850s the former ch:lnnel of the Adur east of Kingston was con­
vert ed into a ca nalised harbour basin C O l. tr o lled by lock gates. This is now the major 
c ommercial and industrial area of the port . 

A useful addition to Sussex port studie s is found in a later Sussex Weekl y .I\dverti ser 
of 4 May, t 761 which contained the following announcement:­

"Notice is hereby given by order of the Commissioners and Trustees of Newhaven 
Harbour, that a new groin or pier is intended to be erected within the said harbour to 
divert the course of the water running from the lower end of Sleepers Hole towards the 
Old Dam. And any carpen tprs or other person s that are disposed to undertake the said 
work or find materials for the same may receive further information by applying to the 
said Commissioners and Trustees at Newhaven aforesaid on Thursday next at eight of the 
clock in the morning. 

William Mitchell Clerk to the said Commissioners" 

The mouth of the Ouse was similarly deflected by the growth of a shingle spit, and 
the present western exit is entirely artificial; various attempts were made to improve 
access t o the Ouse, starting with a 'new haven' being made at Meeching in 1593. By 1698 
Admiralty charts showed the mouth at a point 1 Km east of Tide Mills, and problems of 
drainage and navigation promoted the excavation of a new western exit in 1731 with 
additions to breakwaters in 1791, t 847 and 1890. 

References:­
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GEOFFREY MEi\ D 

BRIGHTON &. HOVE GAZETTE YEARBOOK 1947-8 

In Newsletter No.58 I outlined some items of interest from a small booklet on 
Sussex Industry 1947. Since then I have c ome across a copy of the Gazette yearbook for 
t he same year and thought some pieces from thi s would revive memories and renew 
acquaintance with forgott en businesses 2.nd traders. Inflation being what it is, it now 
costs £2.50 to purchase a 1/- (5p) 246 page book! 

The Alliance Building Society was offering 2~% investments, tax paid l - a good start; 
and the Brighton Co-op with 68,000 members had an annual trade of over £2M: the 
accompanying illustration shows the arcade front of the main London Road store now long 
gone and replaced with a feature less plate glass frontage. 

Richard Dimbleby was visiting the Railway workshops in August 1947 for BBC "Down 
your way" and is seen interviewing some workmen and a driver in front of the Tank 
Engine 'Boxhill' (A picture of this loco appeared in the Brighton Herald archive l.A. index 
I compiled in Newsletter No.59). 

. South wick Power Station had it s first pile driven in Nov. '47 by the Mayor of 
BrIghton. A picture shows the building site but no civic dignatories, only five workmen 
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and two c ranes. An article alongside noted­

"opponents of the Government' s nationalisation plan for the industry unsuccessfully 
objected to this and other plans for expenditure on local plant". 

Volks railway was planned to re-open­

"the lines and stations suffered extensively during the war but repair work is well in 
hand and the railway will be re-opened as soon as possible". 

A fine black and white dr awing of the Citizens Building Socie ty in Marlborough 
Place promised 4% mortgages. This building in 'G eorg ian Civic' was a purpose built 
finance office opened in 1934 when mortgages in the UK were run ning at record levels 
with the house building boom around Brighton fuelling the building of this and the 
A lliance's North St. building a yea r later . 

The Borough Treasurer' s financia l survey prov ide d a range of st atistics. The 
Electricity Undertaking made a surp lu~ of ove r £2 5,000 in 194 7 with a n output of .50 2 
m illion units, 40% of which was di~tr ibut ed locally . The Passenger Transport Under tak ing 
ac tually made a £ 14,223 surplus carrymg 34 million passengers - t he ave rage fare was 
L 63d (IP). Hove 's f inanc ia l su r vey showed its Electr icit y Undertaking had a n output of 
37,449,170 units with 19,609 consumers. 

A continuity lin k wit ll t hat year Is the s mall quarter page advert for Wi lmshurst 
Br os. of Glouce ste r Road and Elder SI. - " fo r ropes pulley we bs and tw ine, sashcords , 
b l indcords, threads and line bli nds and other canvas goods tarpalJl lIlS, lor ry t il ts and hoods 
'A shade be tte r'''. Wi lmshurst 's now occupy one of t he f la tted factones built in the 19605 
Of) th e bulldozed sit e of Elder Sr. 

The manager of Brighton Area Employment Exchange, Mr C. Thorne, had compile d 11 

chapt e r on Tra de a nd IndUSTry which listed the ma jor indust ri es as dist r ibu ti on, buildIng, 
hotel and cate ring, r ai lway ser vices, tra nsport , genera l engineeri ng, elec t r ical e ngineer ing, 
na tional and local governmen t ser vices, utilit ies. Disc ussing the f ut ure trend in industry, 
Mr Thorne thought there would be a contrac ti on in building and civil engi neer ing but that 
the construction of the new power s ta ti on a t South wic k invol ved an est ima te d 1,000 
workers in its construction. A ma jor problem was t he seasona lity of t he town's 
e mployment structure based on th e i ourist tra de . It was though t t hat the new fac tories 
planned for the Carden Avenue Estat e would reduce winter unemploym e nt leve ls though 
owing to the dolla r crisis it would be diff icult to ma ke a re liable forecast of indus trial 
trends. 

GEO FF REY MEAD 

NOT WORTH A CANDL E? Some aspects o f t he Susse x t allow trade 

As late as 1938 candles were st ill be ing manufactured in Brighton in Evershed's 
Eastern Road manufactory. The closur e of this plant saw the end of an i n du~try that was 
an essential feature of everyday life until t he widespread use o f gas and e lectric it y saw 
its demise. 

Candles, as we know them today, d~te only f rom abOUT 1840. Prior to thi s they 
were made f rom r ushes brought from the Somerset levels at G lastonbury or fh~( 
Huntingdon Fens, being deli ve re d in t ime 10r t he winte r 'candle boom' alte r the June rush 
harvest. These r ushes were dipped in a vat o f hot ta llow, (r endered internal fa ! fr om 
shee p or catt le), seve ra l t imes over a period, un til t he requi red th ickness was attained: 
rushes a nd mutton fa t made lor incredi bly smoke y a nd s melly lighting systems! 

From 18 36 candles began to be made from t he fatt y acids of palm oil and in 1840 
Prices of Bat tersea manufactured the fi rs t composite candle fr om coconut stear in and 
stearic acid whi ch with a pla ited c otton wick d id a way with t he necessity of snuffing: it 
g a ve a hard a nd bri llian t light as compare d to t he dip. This use of importe d vegetable 
oils indicated the effect an inc reasing Empire had on changing ra w mater ial sources, and 
rising affluence in the home market saw Prices employing 500 people at their Vauxhall 
and Battersea works. 

Locally the production of dips probably continued for a deal longer than in the 
metropolis. If we take the number of t a llow chandlers in the county to be an indication 
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then this is probably true, though many of these also supplied the burgeoning soap 
industry. Cobby's Directory of 1799 shows tallow chandlers clustered around the market 
area of Brighton's Old Town in Nile Street and Brighton Place. 

The rapid expansion of Brighton pushed the 'noxious trade' of tallow preparation out 
into the farmlands of North and Hilly Laines with premises around Church St. and Edward 
St. located downwind of the smarter residential areas! In 1827 a bankruptcy notice for 
Christopher Elllott contained this information:- "upon the premises, Spring Gardens, the 
plant of a tallow chandler, including all the excellent implements of trade, dippin g moulds, 
long and short mould frames, blocks, rods, reels, scales, press , dipping machines, copper s , 
pan, cases and other necessaries also four casks of Russia tallow and two carts". Candle 
making stayed on this site north of Church St. for many years, entries apprearing for 
Jonatha n Lynn in 181;5 a nd 1854 and for the Brighton branch of the Lewes firm of J. 
Broad in 1902. 

The 1851 Brigl,ton census, though only listing residences and not manufactories, had 
a mGste.r t;) lIow chGndler with two apprentices - his sons - at Redcross St. off Trufa lgar 
St. and al so one other at Meeting House Lane in the Old Town. By 1899 the use of 
imported materials showed how a coastal location or a railway site was important, with 
the industry listed at Bri gh ton, Lewes and Hastings. Undoubtedly other locations c ould be 
di scovered but trade dir ectories arc notorious for naming only major producers. 

The larges t firm producing in Sussex was that of Evershed's whose joint operation in 
ca ndles a nd soap enabled th em to rea p the benefits of compatible industries. Bones, 
vegetable oi ls and acids we re imported through Shoreham Harbour where the ma in soa p 
manufa ctory was loca t ed a t Kings t on by Sea. Rail connections adjacent to the works ga ve 
access to local ma rke t s a long the south coast and raw materials could be sent to the 
candle works in East e rn Road, Brighton via the Kemp Town branch rallway. 

The Eversheds were a Billingshurst family which had branches all over Sussex at 
Horsha m, Arundel , Lewes, Seiiford , Newhaven and Brighton, all involved in soap, candle 
and coal ca rr ying trades to some degree . Tallow was be ing rendered at Seaford in 1775, 
but by 1837 John Evershed had moved fr om there to Brighton. Evershed's soap and c andle 
buslf1esse s were described in detail in a series of artic le s on Sussex Indl1str ies published in 
the eil rly years o f th is ce ntury in the Susse x Da il y News (see Newsletter No.54). From 
these it see ms the cand le production used para ff in oi l imported from USA but still had 
onc machine making rush dips in 1903. Moulde d candles were sent out in 8s or 12s that is 
8 to the pound in 361b boxes or 12 to the pound in 241b box es. Ret a il grocers were 
advi sed in a grocer's handbook of 1930 Ihat "- heat will spoil the shape and much handling 
the fr esh dean appearance". Night light s, acc ording to the handbook were so ld in two 
forms "- odd hours 5, 7, 9 are made witnout the paper C2se a~d a small gla ss is supplied 
in whic h to burn them. The even hours 6, 8 and 10 or 'Childs Night-lights' have a paper 
case and are burnt in a sa ucer with a little water surrounding them. 'Pyramid 
Night-light s' ar e a spec ial va r iety made by Clark's and are used to give light and also to 
keep hot the infant's food during the night". 

Candle making at Brighton was ended in 1938 though soap continued at Kingston by 
Sea until 1954. Evershed's gradually moved into dry goods and groceries and now form 
part of the Spar grocery chain. Candles are now made almost exclusively by Prices at 
Battersea though specialist beeswax candles for religious services are made elsewhere. 

The production of candles in the local area ceased with the rapid contraction of the 
market, and its consolidation in the capital with its major shipping and Empire trade links: 
thus ended the production of one of domestic life's basic requirements in Sussex. 
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