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AREA SECRETARIES' REPORTS 

WESTERN AREA 

Coultershaw Pump 

The continuing lack of water to drive the pump meant having to cease charging an 
entrance fee and instead rely on a "Donation Box". Owing however to the enthusiasm and 
persuasiveness of the stewards this has turned out to be no bad thing, as our consequent 
"voluntary" takings appear to have exceeded what we would have got in entrance fees! 
Food for thought? 

On 20th August there was just enough water for intermittent operation. But it was 
quite clear that the redesigned weir is taking considerably more water than before, with a 
resultant drop in level at the wheel. We shall be taking the matter up with Southern 
Water Authority. 

By arrangement with the Weald and Downland ,\.o\useum a party of some 40 German 
"Vernacular Architects" visited the Pump on 6 September. With a combination of what 
water was available and not a little muscular effort from one of our younger members 
(relatively speaking) the wheel was turned at a spanking pace to the obvious delight and 
wonderment of our visitors. We can now safely claim to have acquired a European 
r£,putation as well as having done our finances a good turn. 

Michael Palmer is on holiday in Australia for 2 months until 20 October' 

TONY BAXTER 

NornHERN AREA 

The open days at Ifield Mill have been well attended and our thanks arc due to the 
ded,cated handful of helpers who have been on hand regularly to guide the visitors and 
);(' nerully oversee the safe running of the machinery. Our last open day was September 
2/nh but we would be most grateful for "clditional help next year. 

We were fortunate to acquire, at no cost, suitable timber for the OlJter rim of the 
new enlarged spur gear. This kls been rough cut, on our trusty b,mdsaw, ancl will flJrther 
",,,,,)I) during the autumn and winter . 

The exterior of the mill was completely repainted during the summer by Crawley 
Ilnrollgh COllncil and is prob"bly in better condition than ~It any time since its IIeYcl"y in 
11,,' II,net('cnth century. 

' U ......... -... ,Ir I-I ....... th \Voct "u::c.:,..'I' 
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Re-Nection of Lowficld Hl'ath Windmill has progressed well with the buck 
framework sitting proudly on the II,ainpost. The windshaft is in position and the roof 
section should be lifted into pl.:.ce be fore the winter. All the new weatherboarding has 
been pre-painted and the next urgent task will be to attach this to the mill body before 
the weather Changes. Peter Jame:s will welcome any ass istance and can be contac ted a t 
his new address: 141 Downlilnd Drive, Southgate West, Crawley, RHII 8SL (Tel : 0293 
540705). Your help is vital! 

E.W. HENBERY 

MEMBERS EVENING 15th July 1989 

On a warm summer's evening some 30 members gathered at the British 
Engineerium, Hove. Our member, Trcvor Povey, first showed slides tracing the history of 
water supplies in the Brighton area giving details of local pumping stations. We were thcn 
shown round the old Goldstolle Pumping Station and were able to admire: the be:autifully 
restored Victorian engine, silent but f ull o f interest. A visit to the boiler room cOlllplet C'd 
a vcry informative tour. 

Alter a break for refreshments Geoff Mead showed his slides of the "Copperas Ca 
- a once busy industrial area beside the h.:.rbour in Portslade. By contrasting preseo' 
developments with former uses, the changes that have takcn plilce wcre skilfully 
demonstrated. 

The evening was niccly rounded off by Chris Bryan who showcd his slides trac ing 
thc repair and renovation of I'oyntz Bridge. 

Many thanks to all who helped to make the evening a success with a spec ial thank
you t o Penny Admiral of the Engincerium. 

PETER HOL THAM 

A.I.A. CONf"ERENCE AT HUDDERSFIELD - September 1989 

The A.I.A. Annual Conference was held this year in Huddersfield and the theme of 
the Conference was West Yorkshire, an area whose industr y was based primarily on 
textiles. Fulling mills were first established in the twelfth century and by the 
seventeenth century woollen production was dominated by small scale wool merchant s 
forming a link between the clothier and the weavers who were mainly home based. C lo th 
halls were established to handle the market. From the end of the 18th century the 
industry became more mechanised and processing machinery such as Hargreave's "Jenny" 
and Crompton's "Mule" were introduced and numerous large mills were built throughout 
the area. 

Other natural resources that were exploited were coal, iron, clay for brickmaking 
and stone for building and for roofing. To provide good communications in the area and 
to conncct across the Pennines and to the rest of the country there was initially a system 
of turnpikc roads, then canals and later the railways. Heavy engineering also became 
establishcd in the area. 

During thl' cour~e of thl' ConfNl'ncl' Wl' h.1(1 the opportunity of visiting numerou( 
sites including thl' following: 

Hey Royds c olliery - a dnft nllnl' l'lIIplnying 122 Im'n. A very interesting 
experience to sce the insidc of a working m"'I'. 

Thwaite MillS, Hunslet - a water driven mill fonncrly cng.lgl'd '" grinding flint and 
china stone and producing whiting for oilcloth, putty, paint dnd now b(',ng made into a 
fascinating museum 

Middleton Railway near Leeds - the first preservcd st'lIld.lrd g.llIge railway, beating 
the Bluebell Railway by a few months - and origll1.1l1y bull 1 III 1755 and served by 
Blenkinsop's racked locomotives in 1812. 

Heath House Mill at Golcar - a working Il'xlIll' 111111 whcre we were able to see all 
the processes including "Jennies" still in use. 

A walk over the moors by Standage wht'rc rl'm.lln~ of the old turnpikes, winding 
h.,uses for constructing me various raIlway and c .Jni .1 tunnels which passed under the 
Pennines at this point. It was very wet! 
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[lritannia Quarry at Morley - a wor king sa ndstone quarry producmg some 500 tons of 
stone per week in " modern works wher e stone's sawn w i th frume saws and cu t t o form 
walling blocks and al so dressed by masons. 

Cdna l si t es were v l" t cd on va ri ou> oc( .Jsi ons Inc luding the cas t i ron aqueduc t u t 
Stanley Ferry ( 1836-9) on t il(' C" ldc r co ll u teral cana l and the l\ ingley Five - a stair case of 
5 loc ks on the Leeds and L iver pool Ca na l. 

Holmf ,rth - 01 "Las t of the Summer Wine" fam e was also v is ited . 

Sa l laire - the mil l an mill town built by Si r Titus Sal t between 1851 and 1872 ' s 
one of the best examp les 0 a pl~ nned industri al town ,,·ith some magn ifi cen t public 
bui ldings and workers' houses. 

S,-v<.:ral industri al museums inc luding !}r ad for d Industria l Museum, the Co lne Va ll ey 
Museum, loc ated in t wo weavers' houses , the Ar m ley Mil ls Museum in L eeds and the 

a lderda le Industria l Museum III Hali fax . A l l wer e exce llent with many working exhibits. 

Nor manton Bri c kworks with 19th centu r y brick pressing maChinery and coalfi r ccl 
Hoffman kilns. 

The Piece Hall in Halifax, an 18th century woollen t r ading mar ket in t he centr e 0 1 
t he cory reopened lor pub l ic use in 1976 alter t hreat s of demo l i t ion. 

A t Washpi t s Mi ll in Holmfirth we vis ited a wor ki ng Po llit t and Wig,dl st eam eng ine 
buil t in 1909 and is st i l l kept in steam to power t he stand-by elec t ric i ty supply. 

A ltoget her we Visored some 30 differen t sites and t here were 12 lectures all on 
re lated su bjects. A most fu lf i lli ng weeI-:. 

R.C. MAR TIN 

VI SITOR S TO CO UL TERSHA W MILL 

Way back before Mike Pa lmer swanned o ff to t he o t her side of th is sma ll wor ld, he 
ar r anged for a sma ll part y of 'wor kers' t o be at the Mill on 6th September, by 1I am t o 
-ensure the wa t er was leve l enough, and perhaps i f lucky , enough to turn the wheel and 
have the foun tain playing on to the grass outside, which is "our sort of call bi r d f or 
cust omers" on the Sundays we are manning the Mill and open lor trade. 

Yes, we did know they were f r om Ger many. Yes, the Hon. Treasurer knew t hey 
would part with cash lor books etc, and wou ld i t be a case 01 chargi ng t he 40p fee, or a 
bulk one , or as we have been doing, pu t ou t a box for dona t ions? How wou ld we dea l w i t h 
these nice people who hard ly spoke Eng lish? ' 

The leader for the day at Coultershaw would be Tony Baxt er, as he was br inging the 
'floa t for the till'. That is how you ar e leader you know. Steve Boakes wou ld pu t th e 
boards in overnigh t to ra ise the level of the wat er enough to turn th e whee l. 

It was a bright sunny day on that Wednesday and, true to plan , the coach arr ived 
and nearly a ll spoke English ver y well : they had an interpret er just in case . The whee l 
had t o be turned by hand, not enough wat er t o move the wheel on it s own, by Steve and 
other s prese nt. The Hon. Tr easurer was at the till raking in t he 'd ibbs' for the soc ie t y 
f unds, and by I pm t hey had gone and we r eti red to the Honey Jar &. Badger pub near by, 
to t ell our se lves how good it all went . 

On Monday 18th September a t around II am, I answered the phone to hear a vo ice 
ask ing, " Are you avai lable on Wednesday? Do you know who else we can ask to open t he 
Mi ll ? We have 40 vis i tors arriv ing 12 noon or t he rea bouts. Ron Marti n has been on to me 
t o say , the Secr eta r y of a mob , to whic h the lat e A l lan Al lnul1 belonged, was checking to 
see if we knew of the visi t." 

I sa id that they had come nearl y t wo weeks ago. He said this is a dif ferent lo t; 
they ar e a ll Eng lish and the ma jor it y loca ls; t ha t 40 would arrive in thei r cars in one go ; 
t ha t he and I would be the only ones availab le t o do t he job of taking them around, and he 
coll ec ting the d ibbs too on sa les - or r ely on t he ir generosit y, and lob over a largish sum 
instead o f a f ee? 

Would there be enough wa ter to turn t he wheel? I kne w we had just enough the 
previous day , the last open day . The fountain played: we had a good turn ou t o f the 
paying publ ic: again St eve Boakes proved a winner: he again slipped the boards in place 
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the previous night, ensuring we should have enough Water. 

Where were we going to put at least 25 to 30 cars? They would block up the track 
that leads to the house and the builders yard. Would we be putting up signs? A map 
reference is all very well to find us, even though we would have the door open and 
"fountain playing away" and smiling staff to greet them. 

On the great day Mr' Dibbs, with a llO float, and I arrived to find Steve Boakes 
inspecting the water level. The pr eparations for work inr, the wheel went ahead. Water 
might be the pr oblem. Some nosey parker' had lifted the board on the fish ladder side 
clear. We had just settled into the routine of a start, when Mr "Zoom" Martin appeared 
to come and help us and, almost on the stroke of the start, Chris came along. 

Again, not knowin g who would be the Secretary o f the party coming posed a 
problem. Would thcy desc<?nd upon us in one big surge, puzz led the Mr "Dibbs" sitting at 
the till, fingering the Coultershaw Guide Books at 30p a throw? Among~t 40 was it? 
Would we charge 40p, or ~\)k for a generous donation from each one? 

Our luck was in. They dri f ted in in "",,11 numbers and, by the starti ng time, the 
ht'avy wheel was being thrown ar 0und to rlldke the fountain spurt, the various display 
matters were explained, mem bers stood in the right places answering the questions ask ed 
the cash chinked into the till as thi s and that was purchased. Everyone moved around in 
an orderly manner as did the German visitors fourteen days pr eviously. The sun shone 
very well on both days for us, and we know what it is like to I1dve 20 people in the two 
floors of the building when it' s wet. 

Soon it was departure time and se veral of the wear y mill men scuttl ed down to 
Poynt", Bri dge to gi ve a spe ll t here , as thi s was on the itinerary of the day out. I never 
found out who they wer " . All an A llnutt would ha ve been very pl C:dsed I am sure, as he 
loo ked down on our efforts. Su rprIsing w as the fact that a number o f the visitors had not 
been told of his death and were looking forward to seeing him. 

'Wc soon had the operations closed down, and we made our wa y to our homes, Mr 
Dibbs weighed down by moneys coll ec ted again. He i s very plcOJsed, and the mill account 
is in the black once more. To be hones t, in four days open, twO official and twO visitors' 
parties, ove r ll20 was taken for the society funds - not bad r Again I am sure Mike 
Palmer will be pleased, as West Susse x Secretary, and also those men who restored the 
mill and water pump to work ing order in the far off days. 

I must add here that there was no water to turn the wheel from the first Sunday in 
June till the first Sunday in September and that, despite this, apart from two days, we 
took cash for the fund s in donations. I doubt that we shall have another summer like this 
last one. 

LESLlE MARTIN 

THE CLARENCE HOTE L, BRIGHTON 

Brighton Re fer ence Library hdS u Xer ox copy of an anonymous type script, undated, 
containing note, on the above hot el. It reposes in t he Sussex Pamphlets Box 24, documen 
22, and is packed with information on an important building in [,righton's commerci a 
history. From this document comes the follOWing information - "erected in J785 by 
Ric hard Lennon Whichelo wh05e f amily had a brewery in Middle Street, it was known as 
the New Inn and at that time was the largest building in the town. This may be described 
as truly the first attempt to produce the modern hotel. The apartments were on a large 
scale to meet the increase of notable visitors to Brighthelmston. It also served as a 
commercial hotel with a coffee room and a tavern attached. The accommodation 
contained a billiards room, ten sitting room~ 26 bedrooms, two kitchens toge ther with 
stables for fifty horses and two yards for the six coaches that ran from the Hotel to 
London. Over the third floor windows in large letters on the front "Lodg ings and 
Apartments for Gentlemen and families" appeared. 

Messrs Scott and Owden wer e the first recorded proprietor5. Somet lrne previous to 
1800 Mr W.H. Henwood succeeded them. 

Coaches ran from Brighton to London as he was the leading pu r[rier' IF\ the firm of London 
coach proprietors viz., Henwood, Crosweller, CuddinglOn, Pockney, !-larding and Co. and an 
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ext ensive range of stablrng extended to tl1e Lanes. A ,-""ch Journey to London aver::Jgc'd 
between nine and e lev en I~ours, fare 23/ - "l side and 13/- outside'. 

The rent of the prem ises in IS(,S wa s 600 guinea, per ann um. In 133 0 Mr Gro ve, 
became' the proprietor and probably out of complllllerll to Will iarn IV (who was formerly 
Duke of Clar ence) changed the name of the House to the C larence Hotel and it was also 
known as "Groves Famrl y Hotel". 

Th e' Br igh t on Railwa y to London opened in 1839 [src] and as the (o;;ching days wer e on the 
wane t he fort unes of the liotel decl ined for a time. In tile sixt ies I,i r Thom;}s Rose 
became the propr ie tor who ga ve spec ial allention to in c rease the c()rn mer ("ial travel le r , 
si de o f hl ~ business a" ,i it S0Cln bcr ame the ica(j ing hot d for c: om meru als. Mr Rose 
ret i r ed In I S77 and th e' Hotel p3 sse d t o I'I ~ !,on , Thom'Js Rose junior, who ret ired in 1907 
and \Va~ ! ollowed by Jame, Cow<,y." 

A dding to thI S len , Pikes Di r ec torv ior 1937-3 g i vc-~ ] Jck S. HJnbury ~s mandger, 
dnd t Jr e A A !-Iole l H.:lr1dbook 1939-40 fl O t E' ~ the- pr lc," as 8/-0 p<:r sr ngk rOClrn " rid ba th or 
PE' n ~ i o rr L4. I0.0 pc-r wee k. 

f)ur ing t he 19705 the Claren( e dosed and lC'ars were tha t yet anoth (>r pr ece of 
llrl gh t tlll 's histor\' would be demoli shf' d, but rl WdS ,, '-quir ed by the C rti 7el1s Regency 
Build ing Sod(>ty whi.'. r enova t ed the build ing -lnd ~ c> p t it \ prom rnent facilde . A GUi de to 
[he [)uJl di ng' o f L~r igh,ofl 1937 , descri bed The f ronl ele vat ion as h,IVlnp, a c li'lssica l se ver ll y 
being the bes t sur vIving budding of i ts per iod in t he ,treel. 

The u~e o f t he build ing as a buil d ing socI e ty O tl lC '~ i, compall hle with the sh ift in 
f\nght on's econom y toward, an Innca"ing lin':irl,e ~ l' r vin; sect or aw.Jy fr om rt s o lder r ole 
a~ a manufac tur ing 3nd touri sm town. Wil l l A in the fut ure be r-ecord illg the chang ing 
face 01 off ice de ve lopnle nt r 

GI,OFI- REY M EA D 

THE ·.NEW INN (now THE CLARENCE HOTEL)-181R 

ENVIRONMENT A L CONCERN - 18461 

"To the Commi ssi oners of Brighton 

Gentlemen 

We the undersigned inhabitants o f Brighton beg leave to Inform you that a certain 
kiln for the burning of bricks has been set up in the parish of Brtghton on the South 
side of the road leading from the London Road to wards the Horse barracks in whi c h 
brIcks or tiles have been and are now continuall y burnt the smoke and effluvium of 
which kiln is a great annoyance and injurious to us, destroys the comfort of our 
respec tive habitations and is a public nui sance; wc therefore respectfully request 
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you w ill adopt such measur es as will cause the nuisance to be abated as soon as 
possible 

Dat ed thi s day of Sep tember 1846. 

The Misses Lempr iere Mrs Grant 
Mrs McCarty A. Trangmar 
Miss Harris Mrs Francis 
G. Lean Mrs Burstow 

Mr s J. Smith Mr M .A. Whichelo" 


Molly Beswi ck sent me thi s piece that she came across in East Sussex Record 

Office (ESRO. A2 791. part). Some detective work with census returns and dir ecto ri es 

allows thi s wonderful document to be fl eshed out. Fo rthor p's Direc tor y for 1848 shows 

Mrs Elizabeth Lempriere at 25 Bruns wick Place North , Mrs Smith at number 12. This 

address is no longer used, bei ng part of Ditchling Road opposite the Le vel : the Brunswick 

Arms pub carries on the name. The kiln un traceable in the 184 1 and 185 1 census ilppea r s 

to be in th e pr esent Viaduc t Road eas t o f Pr es t on Cir CUS and upwind of the Misses 

Lempriere l Al though not in an obvious bri ckm ak ing loca ti on, the soil being Coombc 

Deposits over Upper Chalk, o ther br ick rnak ing sit es eX ist ed in the vicini t y. The Bri !)h t ~ 


Guardi an carried in its editi on of 1..,\3 )' 18th 1840 an advert i or 'capital brlckrnak l 
 .(
utensils' a t New England, Brighton. Thi S suggest s a loca tion In New England hill to t l1(: 

west of Preston C ircus but may be a gpner al t erm fo r the ar ea prior to tl, e use of the 

Ter m Pr eston Ci r c us. To the eas t o f t he Level a t 5 Richmond TerTace, t he Br ighton Ra te 
 I{ 
Book 12 April, 1824 l ist s a br i ck yard owned by /,mon Wilds Seniur' , the ce lebr ated 

archi t ec t and developer. 


By 18'IG the built - up ar ea of Br igl ,lol1 was push ing ri ght up to the parish boundary 
on the wes t, and here on the north where t he Pres ton Landowners, the Stan fords, resis ted 
r esidential and industrial development ill t he ir esta te. Th is cons t riction on development t o 
t he north o f the town was in p::lrt instr umental ill tl1e develop ment o f Hove t o the wes t a, 
a resldenti ,, 1 ar eil . Vi sitors to the to wn should make a visit t o the dred around the Le vel 
where some well restored terr aces give some idea of the former residential glories 
enjoyed by the Misses L emprie l·e. 

GEOFFR EY MEAD 

G ALLETI NG 

One of our members, Bernard Johnson, wri tes: 

"I n the rece nt S.l.A.S. Newsletter No.63 describing the visit earli er is a re ference to 
"gall eting". The late Ted O'Shea was most helpful to me when co ll ecting informati on on 
flint buildings and sent me a copy of his memo, wh ich in turn I have copied and enc lose 
for you if required. It is interesting to note that the Oxford Dic t ionar y does not record 
'galleting ' but does note 'garetting' as chips o f st one inserted In mortar. The third 
alternative used is 'garnetting ' . This is possibly an illusion t o flint's exposed surfaces 
being referred to as 'Sussex Di amonds'." 

Ted O'Shea's memo is publ ished below with the kind permiSSion of his w idow, Ruth 

IN Q UEST OF THE GALLET 
E.W.O' Shea 

I was pleased t o see that my comments on galleting in the Februa ry, 1982 (No.60) 
Newsletter i nduced a repl y fr om John Houghton and I am on l y sorr y th at I have been so 
l ong in replYing. For those who mi ssed Our report on the meeting on "The Fabri c o f 
Lewes Buildings" I expressed the view that the term "galle ting" should be confined to the 
insertion of con trasting stones into the joints o f masonry wal ls. In referring to his slides 
of Falmer, John seems to ha ve gOt a bit confu sed as he did not sho w any slides o f Falmer, 
or any other flint buildings, but w ith the amount of lec turing tha t he does, that is quite
under standable. 

As John quoted Alec C lifton- Taylor 's "Pattern of Eng lish Building" as his authority, 
asked Alec if he could quote his source that pr ompted hi s vi e w that the purpose was one 

of strength rather thafl decoration. In his later book, writt en in conj unc tion with Rona ld 

Brunskill, English Brickwork (Ward L ock , Ltd, I ~77) gallcting is descr ibed as "the use o f 
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pebbles or chips of stone pushed int o mortar jo int s f or decoration but 
strengthening". 

As is usual with Alec, I received an immediate and courteous reply, in wh ich he 
gave his source ,-,s Sir Owen Moorhead's Windsor Ca stl e (Phaedon Press 1957) pp24 - 25, 
which so far I have been unable to acqu ir e, in which he says, (and I m~ke no apology for 
quoting in lengt h): 

"Gal let s are chi ps of stone that fly fr om the mason's chisel or sli vers of flint 
produced in flint knapplng" and goes on to explain that ga lkt ing has a structural 
va lue wel l beyond wha t you (LW.O'S) sugges t - "reduci ll t; the erc"ion o f the 
mortar". Gall ets wer e used to st eady on their beds the une ven stones, wh ic h any 
way were not amenable to mortar, si nce they lacked suction. The stones were 
conseq uentl y chocked up with gallets. 

It i s qUi t e true that a lot 0/ gallet ing, e.g . wi th Ir ons tone pe l le t s in S.W. Surr ey, 
N. W. :) \.I , ,,·x and filst Ken t, also in N. \V. Nor folk, IS purel), orname ntC1 l , but thi s 
must have come cdter "' ..! r ds. Flints, be ing amorpho us, require a gr <>a t deal of 
mortar; her e ga l lets arp useful in reduci l1g the quant i t), o f mon..! 1 r equired. The 
most asto" J> hmg eXdnlp le i ll Eng land, whi, h I did no t know ;lbout wh"n I wr ote "The 
P;l tt ern", is 40 , North Str ee t, C hlches t cr, bu t th;J t City h.:ls :,<:, v('r iJI other c- xil rn pk , 
l1eil l ly as elaborate. I 2Inl qui te sure t hat it IS correct t o describe Ihe ,l ivers o f 
t li n t used in th is way as g3 1Ie ts." 

I wou ld suggest thdl thi s bri ngs US t o ct "chICken-or -egg" probkm. l I S t ill: c-arl"' st 
ex amples appear t o be flin t , WiT h ll in t: sil ver s and not cont r,,:,ll ng stones or g3 lkt , (i rom 
t he FI enc. h "ga le t" a pebble), i t seem s most unl ike l y tha t the t er ll l wou ld be used for thc 
flt rlt exam ple s, and tends to COn fIr m my vi " w tha t t ilc corr ect U, C: u f t i le- ", ord ", a,· t he 
int roduc tiOn of con t r ct sting pell e t ' for decoration unci Ihe pac ki ng ,lnd wedging wl lh fl int 
as a later corruption of the wor d. 

The ea rl iest building that I have ColliC across With irons tone chips is th e tower o f 
Woolbed lng Chur ch, dat ing from 1727 , where the galle ting IS d isti nc t ly pure decor n ti on. 
G ilbert White, in his Naw rn l Histor y of Selbourne, writing in 1768, refer s to the 
embelil shmcI11 o f walls by Inscrt ing small mason's chips into the wet mortar which has 
occasioned str Jnger s to ask "whet her we fasten our wa lls t oge ther with t enperln y nail s" . 
He nowher e refers t o it as ga lle ting, but i n quoting thi s story in Ili s Lile in :J Sussex 
Wind m ill Edward A. Mdrtin (Alien & Donald son, 1920) refers t o it as gdrnel1ing, and a lso 
says tha t many of the walls around Windsor Cas tle ha ve bcen treated in thi s way. 
Garneting and garreting are t wo later corruptions whic h have no relation to th e sour ce of 
the word. 

Thi s whole subjec t brought back t o my mind t he pen od of time when I worked in 
and around Norwich in the early 50s, where th ere are such excI' ,lent examples of 
flint work. Taking advantage o f British Rail'S !.3 go anywhere ticket (a device they 
introduced for reducing their plastic cheese sa nd wich moun tain ) I went in sea rch of the 
ga ll e t. My firs t call was at the Brid ewe ll Museum, where they have a very good 
exh ibiti on of building crafts. Not only did I have a stimulating diSCUSSion wit h Michael 
Day, th e assist ant c urator, but he took time of f to show me the town's bes t exam ples. 
The Guildhall is superb, with clusters o f fine flints wedged into ti ght patterns like rose 
petals filling the voids between the knapped and coursed flints. I was here observed 
photographing the work by Geoffrey Lane, the Conse rvation Office r for the Ci t y of 
Norwich, when we were able to briefly exchange notes on the flintwork of our re spec ti ve 
towns, but time was not available for us to go Into the subjec t as deep ly as we would 
have liked. 

I agree with John Hough t on tha t the Victorian example of ga lleting at Hammon d's is 
far from attrac ti ve, and the insertions seem t o serve no other purpose than to break up 
the areas of mortar brought abou t by the use of the ver y l arge flints, but it is perhaps no 
more ugly than the " snail trailing" on the adjacent walls, which in fact increases the 
volu me o f the exposed mortar. Fortuna tel y "run lime" putty does not generate so much 
heat as modern cement mortar so th at the shrinkage cracks do no t occur to a v isib le 
extent. 
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Galleting lS stdl used in the til ing tr dde for descrlbing the fdling with sma ll pieces 
of tile to the open ends of ridge !lIes ilnd tile ho l lows at the intersecion of pan tlies w it h 
the ridges and hips. 

I would welcome any comments on the subject of galleting Llnd of examples known 
to reader s. 

LITERAR Y IN DUSTRIA L ARC HAEOLOGY - parr two 

Newslett er No.63 July 1989, cont ai,,,':ci sni ppetS of lA interest from works tha t were 
not overtly industrial in cha racter e.g. Art hur Young's I\grJCul ,ur e ... of Susse x. For thi S 
article I would like 1.0 brin g me [nbers allenrion to bi t s of novels t l'Zlt r e ly on industri dl 
material for stylist ic or background effec t. . 

[loth of the~C' dea l with the area i llllTled[ J tc ly ;)cil<J ccnt to Bri gh ton St 3t i on and ho\\ 
the rail way affeCls the lives of i t s human nelghbour·s. Pa tr ick l-i am i Jt on's West Pier f i r ~t 

publ ished in 1951 dealt with tl,e to wn in the 1920" .wc] th ," extr ac t is a direct COn tr:JS1 
With t he joy f ul day- t rippers idea ol Bri ghton .<;t <lt i on anrl t he l own it ~e l f. The novel rl ealo 
with the , uprcme cad , bound<-r , sc hem t: r and total ly amor a l char ac ter Ralph Ernes t Go rse, 
and hi s pur suit of the innocent heau ty Esther Oownes - more panicular Iy her meagre l dt: 
savings. 

"The love ly Esther lived in cond i tions of gra ve squd lor in Over St r C::l"t , nea r Brtghton 
Sta tion, and no one who lived in thi s st r ee t ilt l ha1 t ime li ved ol hcrw l~e •. . hcr father was 
a porter at Brighton Station, hr r m01 hcr an ex-seamstress ... Over Stree t, th en, was 
slum and Mr and Mrs Dowlies were no t happy p(!opk ... thIS ... me lancho l y was almo q 
cert ainl y parti a ll y a tt r ibu table m"rel~ tu n"arness •• • t o Brigtnon St 01 10n . 

LarS" s t illlon ~ ( t~rmrn i especidlJy) ar e a t ni ght evil th ings. To the lis tener in bed 
t hey seem 10 b~ mak ing sem [- heiJ ish suggest ions : t hey cast forrh an aur a of wi c kedness 
which extends as f ar as a quarter o f a mile 3"ay from l he [rt sel vcs, if not f urther. I t is 
dif f i cul t 10 discern in what t his wickedness o f large sta l ions consists. Concei vab ly i t i s 
because the y convey to the sleepless mind, all t he parn , futility and f oll y 01 t rave l , of 
coming and going - the horribl e inevitability, like Iha t of birth and dcath. 01 arri val and 
departure. 

They are boisterous and disquietillg thi ngs during the day a~ we ll, and they can 
never be quite aT ease in the ir sou l ~ who dwell nea r one. 

Bri ght on Station was. as usual, the distr ess ing aUd [ble bac kgr ound to Esthe r's 
thought : and she had much t o t h ink about." 

O ther extrac ts w ith in the novel illustrate t he r olt: 01 o t her parts of the town that 
oul d inl <:rest members particularl y the eponymous West Pier . bUI also life in the HOle l 

MeTropol e and the J920s rural economy of countr y pub~ and reashops[ 

Brighton Roc k by Graham Greene is fa r ben er known, but Greene referred to West 
Pier as:

"The best nove l wr Itten olbout t:>ri ghton" 
However Brighton Rock con tains a wenllh o f detai l on th e lown in the mid 1930s and was 
the novelist' s idea of the working c l o;l s~ I OWI') tha t was reviewed in Backyard Brighton 
(Newsletter NO.63). Greene ob~e r v ed much background detail in the tourist Irade, the 
urban sq ualor and subur ban spra w l, her e however I want to concentrate on Pinkie's visit to 
his lawyer : 

"Mr Prewitt's hOLlse was in a Slre" t parallel to the railway beyond the terminus: it 
wa s shaken by shun t ing engines; t l1e soo t se ttled continuously on the glass and the brass 
plate. (Inside the housc ) a t rll in ~hunted and the empty boxes quivered on the shelves ... a 
train hooted and a smo t'her 01 smoke fe11 into the street ... the house shook as a heavy 
engine pul1ed out .. . (Mr Prew i tt) vibr at ed with the engi nes on his chair .•. the empt y files 
and the vibrati on o f l ocomo tiv,,~ 
great drama." 

Both of th ese pi eces bring 
we can all too easi ly f()rgc t. We 

and sight of hot oi l, ~ team and 

on the line, they were the important landscape of his 

t o our attention those componen ts of industrial histor y 
all enthuse at Bluebell Line 'steamings' about the smeJI 

smoke but f orget so rapidl y the smuts and noise that 
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accompany this (J speak as onc born 10 yardS from Lovers Walk Sidings shun ting y3rds, 
which for all ils boyhood glories led to many par enta l oaths at the 's[d[ngs'.) 

Th e author Pe ter Tinniswood gi ves one of his characters - Carter f3randon - ;) line 
that all Industrial Archaeologis t s shou ld bear in mind. Th(" Branulll1s ar e vis iting Crich 
Tr amways Museum, Derbyshire when Cart er is asked:

Q. "Wh y have you brought us here?" 
A . "We can wa llow in the pas I and not have to put up wit h all it s inconveniences." 

GEOFFREY MEAD 

Re fer ences :
Patri ck Hamilton, ThE' Wesl Pier 11>5 1 (1986 Penguin) page 71-76 
Graha m Greenc, Brighton Rock 1938 (1970 Pengu in) page 209-213 
Peter Tinnlswood, The L[ stener magaz ine 3.8.1 98 9 page 17. 

LlTERARY INDUSTRIAL /IRCfI /\ EOLOGY 

The sugg(·st ion in t he Ju ly new, le lter that members could COllie lIJl with "Hi dden lA 
Sources" along the lines of those quot ed on pa!;c 7 by Geoifre y Mead has prompted me to 
submit the fOllowing. (As a lover of llleratur", especia lly poetr y, as w ell a> lA it brings 
together my t wo "passions" in one place l) 

Fir stly, a poem by D.H. La wrence, which I came across some year s ago - it was 
quoted in a pamphlet about s;)ving the warehouse at Steyning and n,;) y only be one verse 
from it, rather than the complete poem: 

Things men have n lade w ith wake ned hands, 
and put sof t lif,-. int o 
are awake through years with tra n ~t e rred touch , 
and go on glowing 
for long years. 
And fo r this reason, some old thmgs are lovely 
warm still with the lite of for go tten men who made th em . 

Second ly, there are many sources in Margaret Drabble's book A Writer 's Brit ain 
(Thames and Hudson, 1984) in th ,.. chapter entitled "The Industrial Scene". Ther e are far 
tOO many refer ences to be quoted here but members might like to keep a look ou t for it 
in bookshops or in their local library - or I have a copy I am w illing to lend[ 

DIAN A DUROEN 

AM BERL EY C HALK PITS MUSEUM 

As the 1989 season draws to a close, many of the Museum 's project s move nearer t o 
completion. The hard work of the volunteers and staff is re!lected in th e wide range of 
new di sp la ys and buil dings sprouting all over the site. 

The Penfold's A rundel Hor se G in 

The mu lti wal1ed brick gin is now com pleted up to roof joi st level and, by th e time 
that you read this, the roof wil1 be in place making the building water and weather tight 
for the winter. 

Financed by Wimpey Homes, the work is being carried out by La van t Cons tructi on 
of Ch iches ter t o a particularly detai led standard using, wherever possi ble, tradit ional 
t echniques and materials. 

1990 should see the building completed and the display open to tl,e public. 

Kiln One Grinding Gear 

John Land and his team of volunteers have moved skilfull y t owa rds the fin ished 
display and, with welcome help (both physical and advisory) from many Society member s, 
the grinding stones and mechanism ar e now in place wi th new hoppers being cons tructed 
as close as possible t o the original design. 

Seeboard's Milne Cc llec tion of Electrical Technology 

With the imminent arrival of the Milne Co llection at Amberley, the 1950's concrete 
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lo~d in g ramp has bee n demolished (no me~ n feat!) and the sit e cleared for the erec t ion o f 
a mo der n Valhal l buil ding . The buildin g w ill, J l t hough modern and possibly seem ing ly Ou t 
of place in a Museum whICh pr ides it se l l in iL, t radition al structures, become an impon an t 
arti fac t in the Co llect ion de:,nons tr at,ng the ',(d te of the art ' o f industr, al buil dings in th e 
1990s. 

The Seeboar d Col lec ti on is being packed fo r stor age follow ing the distribu t ion o f 
some dupli ca te it em s to o ther museums. 

To si ngle ou t these a~pec l s of t he Mus"ufIl's wor k does no t do jus t i c(' t o the new 
Bus Garage, the Clay-pipe Maker 's Workshop, twO new sit e work shops and, larges t o f a ll , 
the st eam and sta tJO nary eng ine powered Timber Yard . 

1990 l ooks like be ing a busy and in te resll ng year at A mber ley and we look for ward 
to conti nued r e lati onship with t he SOC iet y and it s rne,nbers. 

T0M DOIG - Di r ec 10r 

FIND M E A PUB ' 

In the cour se of cont inui ng resedrch ,nto the ~l!5 5 eX br,ck Indus tr y J have bel'l' 
ass isllng Mo ll y Besw ick with r esear ch of the br ick t r ade in the Br igh ton area; howevN I 
have come across one ref erence tha t I cannot t r"ce iJl1d wo uld l ike some assist ance w ith. 

The 185 1 ce nsus for Rr ighton gi ves an entr y for Old Dyke Road, The Jolly Hun tsma n 
Inn , Willi am Nic holson aged 44 br ick maker born in Horsham, hi , wife Mar y 39 came f r om 
Littlehampton and two c hil dren born in Brigh ton and Southwick. The$<: were a ll 
br ick making areas , suggC'sting t hat he was iJn it inerant worker as wer e many 
bri ck worke r s. 

I have not been able to trace t he location o f the Jolly Huntsman , but member s may 
know of it or even have come across Wdl,am a t other locations. Any hel p would be 
gratefull y rece ived and acknowl edged. 

GEOFFREY ME.AD 

OBIT UA R Y - c.J. POTTE N 

A lthough Char li e (or Johnni e as many of hi s f r i ends k ne w hi m) jo in ed our Soci e ty 
onl y about thr ee year s ago, he was an ac t ive member. When the Sussex Mi ll s Group was 
formed late las t year he beca me a com m,ttee member and o f fered hi s ser vices as editor 
o f the Mill s Group sec ti on o f the Newsletter , a se r v ice whic h r egrettabl y he never 
fulfilled due to his long i llness. Ano ther positi on for which he had vo lunteered and was 
unable to take up wa s Hon. Sec reta r y to t he Fr iends of West Blatch ington Wmdmill. 

Hi s main I.A. inter es t was in w indm ills and t he assistance he gave in restoring J i ll 
Wi ndm ill at Clayton where he was a gu ide , and in mainta ining West Blatchington Wi ndmill 
was greatly appreciated. 

C harlie's other inter es t s wer e in family hi st ory, and al so t he book ("7 x X x 90" 
reviewed in Newslett er No. 53 Januar y 198 7) in wh iel l he wrote (a nd publ ished himsel f) of 
his wa rtime exper iences in a St ir li ng bomber and his lif e w i t h t he Fre nch resistance in 
Nor mandy after ha ving been sho t down Short l y be f ore D-da y. This book was reviewed in 
the Guar d ian a few weeks bclor t: his death and ha s resulted in a surge of orders, but 
unfortuna tel y Charli e was not aware o f his belated success. 

C har li e w ill be sadly mis5cd by the var ious soc ie ti es to whic h he dedicated hi s 
ene rgy . We o f f er our si ncer e condOlences to hi s w idow, Josie, her se lf a mill er 's daughter, 
and 10 the i r famil y . 

GORDON THOMERSON 

THE LIM E INDUSTR Y IN T HE DUDW ELL VALLEY, BU RW AS H 

The Dudwell Valley south o f Burwash was an import ant li me burning area fr om the 
mid-eighteenth until the earl y twentieth century. At this pe ri od it was par t of the 
esta tes of the Earls of Ash burnham. The pre sent owne r o f the land is inte rested in 
invest igat ing hi s estat e and wou ld li ke help from the Societ y to undertake: 
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I. 	 An historical investigation of the land use and ollmership. 
2. 	 A survey of the lime kilns on the estate of which there were at I('a't four, all 

of which had di ~appeared by 1909. 

Dr Done has already carried out some research in connection with this area but 
would like further assistance in carrying out sur vey work. He is looking particularly for 
advice from any member with spec ial expertise on lime kiln construction and operation. 
Interested members who may be able to offer help are asked to contact Ron Martin, the 
General Secretary or Dr Done direct on Haywards Heath 455902. 

WEST SUSSEX RECORD OfFICE 

West Sussex Record Office is still in the process of moving to new premises, but 
has opened the Search Room at the new office for the use of modern copies of parish 
registers and microfilms only. The Search Room is open Monday - friday, 9.30 - 12.30, 
1.30 - 4.30. No original documents are ava ilable for consultation, as the doc ument 
collections are still being cleaned, re-boxed, and stored in their 11('W locations. 

The Record Office will close again on 30 October, for two weeks, to enable final 
r('parations to be made for the resumption of full service on 13 Novemb('r. 

A number of Open Days will be held in October , to allow members of the public to 
inspect the new Record Office. Details of these will be c irculated to local societies, and 
will be advertised in the press. 

The telephone no. of the new Record Office is Chichester 5339 11, and the addrl'ss 
is West Sussex Record Office, County Itall, Chichester, West Sussex, 1'019 IRN. 

SUSSEX MILLS GROUP 

The Committee have agreed that the group will operate und('r the above title and 
will use the constitution of the SIAS as its rules and guidelines with the aims of the group 
as stated in the last newsletter. This will be put to a formal meeting to be held later 
this year (sce below). 

With the sad loss of Charlie Potten we are desperately seeking a replacement for 
the committee, someone who will take on the sub-editor for the group. We are also 
looking for someone with a bit of spare time and preferably no ties to a particular mill . 
The group was formed to carry out the aims of the group. We need someone who is 
prepared to devote some time to a bit of organi si ng . One volunteer is worth ten pressed 
men although it should be persons nowadays for ....e would welcome a lady on our 
committee. 

However that is up to you for the steering committee is shortly to be disbanded and 
a formal c ommittee elected. So come along to the meeting and express your views. 

The last meeting on 20th August was not very well supported but perhaps there 
were reasons. Please let us know. 

( Annual Meeting of Sussex Mills Group 

To be held on Fri. 12 Jan. 1990 Starting at 8 p.m. In Bridge Cottage, Uckfield, (by level 

Agenda crossing) 
!. Report on the position of the Group. 
2. Election of the Committee. 
3. Future Acti vities 
4. Any other business. 

This will be followed by a talk on mills by Frank Gregory 

Sorry about this short note but it does highlight the desperate need for an editor. 

The Committee of the Sussex Mills Group is:

Chairman 
F.W. Gregory, "MaIdon", Maldon Road, Brighton, BN1 5BE 0273 505754 

Secretary 

D.H. 	Cox, 3 Middle Road, Partridge Green, Horsham, West Sussex, RH13 8JA 

0403 711137 
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