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PROGRAMME OF VISITS FOR 1990 

13th May Sunday is National Mills Day. If you are not helping at a mill why not 
volunteer to assist at your local mill? 

22nd June Friday 7.00 p.m. Members' Evening at Horsham Town Hall and Museum, 
The Causeway, Horsham. Joint meeting with Horsham Museum Society. 
Assembly in Horsham Town Hall. Talk, Tea & Tour. 
Contact D. Cox 0403 711137. 

11 t h July 2.00 p.m. Wednesday. Visit to Ironworks North Park Furnace. 
Meet at SU 88528B i mile we s t of Fernhurst. Afterwards to Pitsham Brickworks 
off A286 between Midhurst and Cocking SU 878199. 
Contact C. Bryan 0243 7895B7. 

18th August Saturday 2.00 p.m. Visit to Hastings. A Tour led by Barry Funnell. 
Meet at Glyne Gap Shopping Centre Car Park (site of old gasworks) TQ 7650BO. 
Contract J. Blackwell 0273 557674. 

23rd September Saturday 10.30 a.m. All day Mystery Tour of Mills led by Mills 
Group Secretary. Meet at Bartley Watermill just off B2169 Lamberhurst. 
Contract D. Cox 0403 711137. 

21st October 2.30 p.m. Sunday. Mills Group Get Together. See next newsletter 
for subject and details or contact D. Co x 0403 711137. 

24th November 2.30 p.m. Saturday. Annual General Meeting followed by a talk. 
Friends' Meeting House, Friars Walk, Lewes. 

For all visits it is IMPORTANT to know how many people are coming . Please let 
the contact person know of your intention to attend at least seven days before the 
visit. 

Programme Co-ordinator D.H. Cox. 
3 Middle Road, 
Partridge Green, 
Horsham. 
Tel : - 0403 711137 



Geoff Mead has submitted this supp l ementary list of activities that may be of 

interest to members. 


The Centre for Continuing Educa t io n at Susse x University (Brighton 67B025) is 

r unning day-schools on the growth e f Brighton 1700-1900 and the history of Ho ve. 

Bot h a re conducted by Dr Sue Be rry a t t he Lewi s Cohen Urban Studies Centre. The 

BrIgh ton event is on Saturday 26 May e nd the Ho ve one on Saturday 23 June. 


On 30 June I will be taking a day- s chool en the, hysice l background of Sussex land­
cepes , th e raw material of so much or our i ndua t ry ; and on 14 July Dr Grahem 

Moyh cw will be "Exploring Lewes". 

Dr Berry ia leadin g a stroll through Regency Br10hton end Hove on Sunday 20th i1ay 
at 2 .30 and I will be taking a group around t he Level Dnd London Road areas of 
Brighton on Sunday 17th June aga i n at 2.30. Bo t h QVln t. are pa rt of the Loca l 
History Group programme of the Brighton and Hove Ar oheDoloolcal Soci ety and details 
can be had by phoning Douglas Betchley on Brighton 556392 . 

No pea ce for the wicked •.• as 8 member or t he Hio t orl cel Auaociotian 1 will be 
taki ng III we lk ot 7 . 15 p . m. on TuudD y Stll JUnQ t hrough "North Laino: Brigh t on ' s ol d 
Indultr1Dl tluartu' · . AI! 1 Im "Ovlr aVDU.bill on tlla phon<1 rein tell you we BrEl 

ILlng auta1d. thl Midland aDn!. an Lh. cornllr or 80nd St . IInd Nor t h st. Br igh ton. 

IhQ W~r~l"g ~.L . A . 18 orrDngi ng D course on "Sussex Industrial Archaeology" on 
WDdna8dD y ortDrnao"u e t 2 . 30 Fr om 2nd May to 6 th June at the Adult Education Cen tre , 
Uni on Pl ace, Worthing at a cost of £13 for 6 meetings . Tutor: Geoff Mead. 

I hope to see S.I.A.S. members at all these cross-soci e ty gatherings ! 

GEOFFREv MEAD 

BIRTH ANNOUNCEMENT 

and tUlle Group Sec retary) and Lynn Ca" a charmi ng 
'a Day gth February 1990 by cOll r t l'lV Or t heir 

" y er ~s know Elizabeth rOr hiT work beh i nd 
U ..nt tea end cakes. Connll LuJ aUonw and best 

AREA SECRETARIES' REPORTS 

WESTERN AREA 

Coultershaw Pump 


Basic m~ ln t" n;.J nro 11 (1 "lnar r ep ai rs ha VEl been donr· l.o " Lh pump and wheel, which 

we hope u! tll .... rrv 1.1 luough the coming season. 


hold on 9 Janua ry wi th Mr liurloJY , Itf the National Rivera 
arr from Southern Water), ID dID~'''' .1l1J new side-weir. The 

l r i s 6 inches lower tha n LII I! ,do ,UJ. of the old weir (which 
~ 1,.11 nlld Q small notch ) . Mr Hurley I,,, . "lll~O lhllt if we find it necessary 

laD LhD alII level. 

Il"d I gOO d turn-out in lovely weo t h,." Otklng party on 18th Murch. 
AlII. mQuJ. t t he whole place looks ahip ~.h "I' ·.,,1".. on Is t Apri 1. So thank 
you , 011 you volunteer and press-ganged nDI 

NOR THE RN AREA 

At Ifield Mill the layout o r th~ n Ir • • 1 hB S been drawn fu l l a1 (9 ft dial 
and the tooth pitch verified. IH.. tl It>!!tinn. ore now to final o t ~ " a no Il r adial 
a rm circular s aw has been acqu l r~~ and odified and uo~a Gene ra tehl~ will be m to the 

taper ed mortice s for the 136 teeth. We s hall fabricate the complete wheel on the 
top fl oo r during the year and th en di smantle and rea ss emble it in its working 
position on the ground floor. We will not know if all our efforts have been 
successful until then, so watch this space! 

The Crawley Museum Society are in process of acquiring additional premises at 
Gof fs Park House on the outskirts of the town and later in the year some exhibits 
may be mov e d from the mill to the new premises. It is likely that Ifield Mill will 
become the focu s of e xhibits on milling and rural activities and crafts. Open days 
a t Ifi e l d will be May 13th ( National Mills Open Da y) , May 27 th and the last Sunday 
of each month until September 23rd ( incl), 2.30 p.m. till 5 .00 p.m. 

The Lowfield Hea th windmill res t oration has progressed steadily Bnd full credit 
is ~ue to the small band of volunteers orga nised by Peter James. It is hoped to 
have one pair of new sweeps in po s iti on by the 10th April ' 90 when the project will 
be grac ed by the presence of H.R.H. Princess Ale xa ndra at a n official 'topp ing out' 

ceremony. TED HENBER Y 

~oUR OF BRI GHT ON ' S NORTH LAINE 

On Sunda y 18th Februar y Ge of f Mead conducted a party around Brighton's North 
Laine unde r the aus pi ces of H,e East Susse x County Council. i h is was one of a 
seri es of walks from which th e proceeds of donations by par t icipants a r e gi ven to 
s elec t e d charitable organisbt i"ns , and the proceeds of thia one being a lloca ted to 
ou r Society. We apologise for not publicising this walk in our previ ous Newsl etter 
No. 55 , but ESCC di d not fi x the da te wi t h Ge off until after our publicati on date . 
Fortunately Ge off was lnt e rvi ewed on Ra dio Sus s ex a few da ys beforeha nd a nd t hi s 
~chi eved excell e nt publicity demons t rat ed by the fact that there were 90 pa rt i c ipants 
resulting in a co l lection of £85.91 which has been pass e d to our treasurer. Well 
done Geoff! It wa s a lovely morning with, unusually, hardly a brea th of wino , so 
we we r e ab le to hear all that Geof f ha d to say and as his knowledge of Brigh ton i s 
encyc l op edic, that was qu i t e a l ot. Geoff explaine d that the "Laines " of Brighton 
are di ffe rent from the famous "Lanes". The word "la i ne" is derived f rom an old 
word meaning l'field'l. 

Old Brighton town was bounded by Eas t s treet, West street, North street , and to 
the sou th b y the sea. As the town became more popular in the eighteenth centur y , 
influenced largely by the v i s its of the Prince of Wales , ( later George IV), the 
"quality" wished to live centrally pushing up property prices (what's new?) th e reby 
squeezing the small busines s es to the northward o f North stree t whi ch was farmland 
or Illaines ll • 

This was happ e ning before the advent of the railway, when the town's visitors came 
by coach t o the va rious hotels such as the Clarence in North street (se e Geoff's 
article in News l e tter No. 64 October 1989 ). After a long journey over indifferent 
roads, apart from the needs of the human trave llers, the equine one s required fodder 
f r om the local farms and stabling clo s e to the hotels, and the coache s and harnesses 

.e ded repair. The r e fore the North Laine became the home of many small industries: 
_oachbuilders , wheelwrights, harnessmakers, f oundries, and va r ious metal works. The 
human travellers requi r ed chairs and tables at which to eat, and beds to sl ee p in, 
hence carpenters and cab i net makers al s o became part of the community. The humans 
also needed food and drink so there were bakeries , butcheries , bacon curers, dairies 
(particularly associated with the farms), and b r eweries. A number of the public 
houses in the area s till have names which bear witness to thes e a ctiviti es . 

If the for egoin g ha s whetted your appetite as to what the North Laine i s today, 
please re-rea d Geoff's article "Brighton's North Laine - continuity or change?" in 
Newsletter No. 63 July 19B9. 

It was a fascina ting and absorbing morning. Many thanks to Geoff for giving his 
time and imparting to us in two and a half hours what he has learned from a number of 
years of de t a iled study and research, and for the magnificent financial reward for 
the Society. 

GoRDoN THDMERSON 
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SOUTH EAST REGION INDUSTRIAL ARCHAEOLOGY CONFERENCE 

This year's conference was hosted by Medway I.A. Society at the Royal School of 
Military Engineering, with the theme "War and Peace - Military Engineering in the 
19th century". 

In his address of welcome the chairman Jim Preston of MI AS pointed out that the 
Royal Engineers had been part of the town for about 200 yea rs, and ma de a contribution 
to the re-building of Chatham dockyard 1850-80. 

The first lecture wa s by R.J.M. Sutherland on "Ship Sheds". Be tween 181 4 a nd 
1855 a l mos t a ll ship-building slips and docks in the naval dockya r ds were covered with 
wi de 5p an roofs in an effort to prevent wet and dry rot which affected vessels under 
construction as t hey were on the slips for about e ight years. These wide apa n r oofs 
were later copied by the rail wa y compa nies for their l arger s t atio ns. 

This was followed by Bri ga die r J .R.E . Ha milton-Baillie who s pok e f or well over an 
hour wi thout notes on "Conc r e t e and the Roya l Eng i neers". He tu r ned an apparent l y 
dull s ubject into a most interesting one. Of local interest was his knowledge of 
the Newhaven fort built in IB66. 

A propaganda silent film made in 1917 of Woolwich Arsenal wa B s hown and comment 
upon by Wesley Harry the Offici al His t orian of t he Arsenal. Just aB we l l i t was 
silent film as the machinery nois e would hava beQn a l moat unbearable, an d e lot of 
the moving parts unguardec , al l quitQ illegal t oday . 

The noxt 1tam wae D t a lk by Colgnwl G. Nap10r o n "Royel Enginee r Architects" . 
The mo jor domaot'c elructu re ro r which thly were r aep gns1 ble waB t he Royal Al be r t 
Ho l l , a nd their kug,cy includeD mony ggvernmqnt bull dl ngo i n th is coun t r y a no through ­
ou t the 010 Empire. 

Ron Crowdy th~n s poke of the achievements of Louis 8re nnan a ninetee nth cen t ury 
inventor who was res ponsible for inventing a torpedo cont rolled b y wire ata t ioned e t 
strategic points in estuaries and harbours. Ron produced B modol of t he torpedo 
found recently in a local dustbin and fortunately rescued. Brennan was als o involved 
in gyroscoplcally stabiliaed monorail systems, and an early he11copter. 

The day concluded by an interesting and amusing talk by Kalth Catchpol e on th e 
Longmoor Military Railway. Many slides were shown of the IGtly daya 1n this century 
including a series of postcards starting with one in which e Pri vete Da y appeared 
and concludlno with one showing Lt.Col. Day with intarmadlu t . ones ahowing him in 
mn~ t of the r~nk9 between. 

V 1 a 1 t~ to military and naval establishme nt o 1n tha are. were made on the Sunday. 

A very interesting SERIAC and our thanks In dui to MI dwa y I.A.S. for the excellent 
organisation. 

LESLI E MARTIN 

CAST IRON DEADBOARDS 

Most people have seen wood~ n In Churchya rds. These consist of a post 
each end of the grave, with I n them bea ring the details of the deceased 
written on it. They are ll ld Be dboa rds or Leapingboards for a very 
obvious visual reao on, an u.a" ..hllre stone was too expensive or unsuit ­
able, but had th~ groat d thlt timbe r rots and their life does not usually 
exceed half a c~ntu rv. 

To find the m made 1~ cal irQn 1. mol L un uQ ua l and Sussex possesse s 15 of them, a l l 
of which Dre 1n Lcw Ihl Dnly Qther t hree we have found are in Be rkshire and 
Oxford£h 1 r 

in 
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Samuel who was born in 1799 , bega n work as a millwright when he was about 20 and 
in 1850 at the age o f 50 to ok over the millwright business o f Hu bba r d's which was 
based at Cliffe in Lewes, after Edward Hubbard died following an accident at Hodson's 
Windmill. 

Samuel was a great believer in the use of cast iron in the mill machinery, using it 
to replace many of the shafts and ge a rs for which timber had always previously been 
used. Most of these were cast at the Phoeni x Iron Works in Lewes which was owned 
by his friend John Every. His belief in cast iron obviously ex tended beyond life 
as he had the family deadboards made of the same material. They came in two sizes, 
45 and 70 inches long, and it was intended from the start that no one would use them 
to rest upon, because there are spikes all along the top. 

The letters on the memorials are interesting because they are all from the same 
patterns, so one can certainly assume they were made at the same foundry, and it seems 
fairly safe to assume that this was the Phoeni x Foundry. As they are all so similar 
it could be that they were cast over a much shorter period, long after some of the 
occupants of the graves had died. 

Seven of his ten children had died before they were four years old, and their dead­
~oards are easily spotted because they are the shorter ones. All of the children 

ied before Samuel and his wife, and it could have been then that most of the memorials 
were cast, but this is only supposition. 

B03z who took over the millwrighting business when his fathe r retired was aged 35 
when he departed leaving a widow and four daughters. 

ME DHURST FAMILV GRAVES 
Elizabeth 17 May IB35 75 yrs wife of William of Medhurst 

8eddington (mother of Samuel senr) 
Samuel 14 Jun IB28 9m 
Philadelphia 12 Apr 1831 4m daughter 
Ma rga ret 2 Mar IB34 10m daughter 
Benjamin 22 Feb IB3B 6m son 
Naomi 26 Jan IB39 3y Bm daughter 
Reuben May IB40 Bm son 
Frank Apr 1846 IBm son 
Ruth 7 Dec IB63 22 daughter 
80az 28 Feb IB7B 36 son Millwright (widow and 4 daughters) 
Mark 6 Jul IB81 38 son 
Samuel 30 Sep 18B7 BB Mill.n ight 
Philadelphia 3 May IBB4 79 wife of Samuel 

The other three cast iron deadboards are in St. John the Baptist churchyard at South­
over, Lewes, one of which is to Frank Medhurat who died in IB43. Was he a brother 
of Samuel? The other two are for Reuben Ashly IB44 and George Kemp IB50. As with 
all research, one is left with more queries at the end than at the start and if 
anyone can offer any further information we should be delighted to receive it. 

'y we offer our thanks to John Haslefoot, John Upton and H. T. Dawes who have helped 

by providing much of the information 50 far. 


TONV & MARV VOWAR D 


EVEN MORE ON GALLETING 

The article in the Oct. B9 Newsletter prompted me to consult a volume recently 
acquired, entitled "Dictionary of Archaic Words", which was reprinted in 19B9 by 
Bracken Books. It was originally compiled in IB50 by James Orchard Halliwell and 
contains over 50,000 words gleaned from many sources and dialects countrywide and 
going back to the fourteenth century. Galleting does not appear but two other varia­
tions do! We have - "GARRETTED" - having small splinters of stone inserted in the 
joints of masonry of flintwork (Britton p.263), and "GILLETING" - wedging the inter­
stices of ashlar work with small flint. Perhaps these were the earlier spellings 
and. "GALLETING" a more recent derivation? I am sorry to have created more confusion 
and meanwhile I will return to my volume from "AAC" (an oak) to "2WODDER" (drowsy, 
dull) ! E.W. HENBERY 
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M~D IEVAL POST-MILL POST 

Thanks to the generosity of BP Ch emica ls International, long-term restoration work 
is we ll und erway st Polegate Windmill Milling Museum, near Eastbourne, where pa r t 
of the foot of an early pos t-mill is being conserved. The lower portion-of the 
woode n s upporting post of a post-mill, upon which the body of a post-mill turns, was 
uncovered by workmen at Polegate i n June 1987. Archaeol og i cal excavation of the wa t er­
logged site, under the directi on of Lawrence Stev e ns, reveale d t he remains of yet 
another and later post-mill, the dating of whi ch Buggested a med ieval date for the 
ea rlier s urvi vi ng part of the post. 

This Bncient post, which may be unique , wa s donated t o Po l e ga t e Mil l by Mr. A.J . 
Hassell, t he deve lo pe r of the site, wh o a r range d the del i ver y o f the near ha l f - ton 
post to th e mill. Once at the mill , the wood was tra ns f e rre d to B tank of wa ter so 
th a t it would not dry o u t. The ta nk , meas ur i ng 1 .8B x 0.73 x O.BBm high , was 
const ructed f r om ol d pa l l e ts and l i ned with p l ast i c s heeti ng with old carpet f o r ming 
a cushion between the plastic l I ning and t he WOOd e n box . Once safe l y immersed in 
water, attention t ur ned to the l ong-t e rm cons e rvati on o f t he wood and i n t h i s ma t ter 
the museum has been advised by Ja cqui Watson of the Ancient Monument s Labora t ory , who 
recommended the method of conservation adopted. 

It was decided to t r ea t the wood wi th a s olu t i on o f Breox PRG. 550. Idea l ly in 
heated environment a 50% to 70% s oluti on woul d be aimed fa r , bu t in t he unhea t e d 
conditions of Polegate Windmill, it wa s rel t t hat a 50% to 60% sol utio n wa s a more 
realistic target. A s ui tab l e s ourCE o f PEG.550 wa s sough t , a nd BP Chemi cs ls I nte r­
national ge ne r ouoly donated a n adequate qUllnLi t y t o compl e t e t he cons e rva t ion p r ogramme. 

Th e semi -sol i d g l yco l ia disso lv ed 1n warm wate r and i n t ro duced to the tank where 
an e l ec t r ic powered f luid pump , connected to B p i pe r unning i nto the ce nt r e of the 
woed , la use d to circulate the introduced glycol. The glyc ol i s being introduced 
during the warmer months in ten equal increments over a two year period a nd the 
conservation programme which began in June 1989 is expected t o be completed in June 1991. 

LAWREN CE 5lEVENS 

AMBERLEY CHALK PITS MUSEUM - WINTER REPORT 

Steady progress has been made with a ve ry ambiti ous winter work programme. The main 
objects have been to cons olidate proje cts alrea dy i n hand whilst maintaining already 
existing exhibitis. 

M~jor moves have been ma de to give much needed additional space to Alan Morris in our 
Printshop. This has involved transferring the Hurst Green Foundry collecti on to 
our main store. Our machine shop, under the auspices of Hugh F~rmer and Ke n Hobden, 
is in the long-term process of extending 1nto the former general workshop. The massive 
Archdale radial drill a nd the late-nineteenth century planing machine are both now in 
place awaiting installation of framework for lineshafting. 

John Land and Gordon Thomerson have continued with their millwrighting proj ect to 
reconstruct the lime grinding installation beside No. 1 kiln. 

The twelve-sided oil mill building from Penfold's old s ite at Arunde l has now been re­
built at Amberley by Wimpey Housing. Research is now in hand into the businesses 
of Penfolds, Carter Brother s and Albert Oakley for 8 display on those a nd other local 
country works. Any suitable archive photographs for loan and copying would be much 
appreciated. The Country Works Display will open later in the season. 

Re-erection of the former Spooner and Gordon, Horsham Wheelwright's shop grows neare r 
with a planning application currently awaiting approval. A display on the firm 
itself and the recons truction project will be open in the new season, and visitors 
will see many of the wheelwrighting artefacts in course of conservation. Any offers 
of specialised wheelwright's equipment would be most welcome , although we are well 
stock ed with general carpentry tools. 

-6­

A behind-th e-scenes pr oject which is expanding very well is that of o ral history. 
Du, volunteer Len Smith has well and truly got the bit between his teeth and has 
made weekly v isit s to former Pepper employees. These fascinating recoruings are 
helping to produce a sound picture of wor ki ng life st Amberley Chal k Pit s . Len 
is also making a start on the Penfold story, following the recording of a recent 
talk on the firm by Frank Penfold. 

Volunteers are 8S a lways very welcom e for almost every aspect of running the museum 
and a telephone c a ll to the Museum office 0798 831370 would give further details. 

MIKE WALL 
Curator 

NEWHAVEN WAREHOUSES 1825 

Port of Newhaven , Sussex . Important and valuabl e propert y f or in vestment. 

To besold by auction at the Auction Mart , London, on Friday 8th Decemb er 1825 
at 12 O'clock. 

A hig hl y valuable leasehold estate most advantageously situated at the port of 
,wh aven in the County of Sussex and a situation of great importance to the Shipping 

_rlterest being the neare s t Seaport to the capi tals of England and France. The harbour 
is 23 feet deep at high water capable of recei v ing vessels of 300 tons burthen; 
it is now consid e red superior to any port between the Thames and Portsmouth. 

The property comprises a spacious and substantial Bonded Wareh ouse of 3 floors, 
52ft x 40ft; and 37'7" high, admirabl y calculated for storing dr y gocds and capital 
arched vaults, capable of receiving 250 pipes of wine - with a commodious waterway 
and every facilit y for landing and loading goods - large yard , about an acre in 
extent; and two handsome and convenient Dwelling Houses adjoining each containing 
one attic and 5 other apartments, cellaring, a r ange of dry sheds and elev en 
cottages for wor kmen. 

The property is held on lease from Lord Sheffield for the residue of a term of 50 
years from the 1st of May 1805 at a ground rent of £20. 

The SIAS Field Guide comments an Newhaven:- "Adjoining the (Bridge) hotel is the 
only surviving war ehouse of the pre-railway waterfront. It is a two storey yellow 
brick building under a low hipped roof of slate. It probably dat~s from the 1820's 
and was formerly part of a brew ery." Although ha vi ng t wo rather than three roof s 
these buildings may be part of the same complex, and it ~ ould be interes ting to hear 
from any members who have an interest in th e Harbour. 

References:- Sus sex Weekly Advertiser Sussex Industrial Archaeology: 
20 Feb 1826 p. 2 AField Guide 

Au s t en, Cox & Up t on, (1985) p. 80 

G.E.F. MEAD 

' ITERESTING FIND NEAR PYECoMB E 

Remnants of what was very probably an old single-deck horse tram from the turn of 
the century have been found on private ground not far from the village of Pyec ombe, 
north of Brighton. 

Identifiable by its yellow roof and curved metal s up po rt s fore and aft plus its 
red wood work, the 'tram' is in a very poor condition. The vehicle has collapsed 
on itself although the roof , the base and a side can be clearl y determined. The 
wheels had long since gone. 

Previ ously it had been used as a 'holiday home' by a family of Brighton solicitors 
and it came to light once again following the clearance of br amb les and nettle s in 
the area. 

The car was probably on e of three double-deck car s ordered a round 1900 by the 
Br ight on & Shoreham Tramways Company which ran a service along the frunt from Shore ham 
to the Ho ve boundary at We s tbourne Villas, Hove. The tramc a r s never reached 
Brighton si nce Hove had al ways resisted tramcars coming into its territory. 
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By 1908 the Br i g ll ton e Sho n ,ham Tramway suffered bad ly from mot or bus cltllpe t ition 
and at least on e of the three cars wa s cut down to siny l e d eck f or economy. On 
June 6th 1913 the last car ran and the vehicles were sold of f for various uses. 

Only one other Brighton tram has survived, electric car no 53 located on B farm 
near Steyning awaiting p oss i ble r estoration. Much would need t D be done to restore 
the horse tram to anything like its original appearance. 

LESLIE OPPITZ 

THE BLUE FLINT 

In The Sussex County Magazine Vol. 29 No. 8 the follDwing r epor t wa s published in 
August 1955:­

When George ~1ill s , n ow ag ed seventy-two, f inishes col lecting bl ue f lin ts a t Rye 
Harbour for the Staf ford sh i r e pott e ries , wha t will happen t o th is ol d and on c e 
important industry? Fi Fty years ago it was 8 flouri s hing business , with thirty to 
forty men from the little village of Rye Harbour, alone, spend i ng all the win ter 
collecting the ston e trav elling along the c oa s t fr om Dung en ess t o Pe tt. For the 
flint they were paid 3s. 8 ton , and boat s trans port ed it t o the Staffo r dsh i re 
potteries, wherp- it is used in the gl azing pr oc ess. 

Now Mr. Mills is the only one left, enjoying the sole monopoly of his very lan =-. 
trade. In the coldest weather George walks the two mil es fr Cl1l his h(J!le to the on ly j 
point on the beach where th e flin t Is now found, should ers his y oke wi th the tw o 
buckets attached, Bnd laboriously sort s out the flint f r om the thousands of ath er )
stones on the beach. 

But if anyone is thinking of a nice qui et job when Geo rg e gives up, he does not 
recommend collecting blue flint (at 255. a yard) - it's 8 back breaking job in heat 
or an icy cold wind - and anyway you have to have a special licence. 

The report almost certainly marks the end of a hidden Suss ex ind ustry. By its 
very nature the study of Industrial Arch ae ology s eem s to g r a vi tate to t angib l e i t ems 
- windmills, locks, factories - yet much employment and indus try was conc erned wi th 
materials and products that do not lend themselves to preserv ation or recording . 

Sussex was, and still is, a supplier of raw materials to county, nat ional or 
international manufacturers and the extraction, prepara t ion and transport of th es e 
gave employment to many; George Mills above bring s us in touc h with one s uch t rade. 
The Sussex Weekly Advertiser in November 1826 lists among the sail i ng9 from Newhaven, 
the ships "Active!! and "Dove u , captains Davls and Bar row, bound for Runcorn with 
boulder flints. George Mills' predecessors 'crop' was likewise bound for Stafford­
shire via the Mersey where Runcorn gave access to the Mi dland s canal ,. ystem. Earlier 
in 1823 the Sussex Weekly Advertiser had stated of Newhaven that "the~ 2 has been 
exported frOOl the port ••• upwa rds of ~, OOO tons of boulcJ " ,'s flints for the use of the 
potteries in Staffordshire. Newhaven s hips a larger quantity it is suppos ed than any 
other Port in the Kingdom, the article being more abundant and of superior quality 
to that of any other Port." 

Almos t 50 years later the census return for Port s l ade shows James and George [I 
born in Seaford, listed as "collectors of boulders fr om seashore for glass making 
In 1871 they were living at Crown Cottages right on the canal s ide at Copperas Gap 
opposite the vast shingle bank facing Portslade and Southwick. 

Short of finding George r~ills's yoke and buckets there would be little industrial 
plant to record or preserve yet this trade was as distinctly a Sussex industry as 
lime or iron production. 

As a postscript to this it is noteworthy that George mentions the cold weather. 
The Newhaven sailings in November could possibly mean that the effect of the autumn 
gales in sorting the pebbles was important. It is one of the rigours of industrial 
life that we in the thermal-vested, central heated late twentieth century can all 
too easily forget. 

GEOFFREY MEAD 
References:- Sussex Weekly Advertiser 7 July lB23 p3, 6 November 1826 p3 

Sussex Country Magazine August 1955 p356 
Census return Portslade RG10.1093 lB71 

lING CA S180URNE 

A small private museum of "The Working Horse" in the northern part of Ess ex has 
acquired two horse drawn furni t ure vans which were owned by Hudson' s whose bu s iness 
operatcj close to Victori a s tat ion in London, and from premises close to both 
Bri ght on and Eastbourne stat ions. The two vans were rescu ed afte r a cheq ue r ed 
hi s tory from Bromley in Kent and were therefore presumed to h ~ve been working out 
of th e Victoria depot. However it is believed that they were probably built in 
Brighton. If anyone has any information regarding the V3ns or of Hudson's business 
in Brighton or Eastbourne will they kindly contact me. My addr ~ss and telephon e 
numb Er a ppear on the back page of this Newsletter. 

GOR DON THOMERSON 
PHO TOGRAPH IC ARCHIVES 

The Commi t tee wishes to enc ourage memb e rs to take more phot ographs for SIAS archives. 
ThE! gui dE! li ne s were laid down in N",,,sle tter No. 55 July 19B7 and f or conveni enc e ar e 
r epea t ed be low:-

Th e Commi ttee has been concerned for some time that there has been no direction about 
the t ak ing of photographs f or record and archive purposes . It is felt nac e s s ary to 
~ y down s ome g uide lin es about this and to make certain conditions fo r a trial 

r i Od and subject to sufficient fin ance be ing available. 

Pnot ographs, normally black and white prints, may be taken with the prior authori sa­
tion of a Committee Memb er end th e c os t of the film and processing (or pro r ata if 
on l y part of the film is on I . A. su bj ects ) may be recove red from th e Soc iety, on 
pr oduction of rec eipts for the expenditure. One copy of ·-each print of an LA. 
s ubj act will be s upplied f r ee of c ha rge, if requested by the member and if printed at 
th e s ame time 8S the dev eloping . 

All ma te rial s hall become the abs olute property of the Soci e ty in wh om all copyright, 
ri ghts of r e pr oduction e t c. shall be vested. The Society may, wh er e it considers 
it appropri a te, acknowledg e authorship in any pUblication in which dep osi ted photo­
graphs are used . The Society will not unrea s onably withhold the s upp l y of additional 
r epr i nts from the deposited meter-ial for oersonal use or fo r emp l oyment in any 
publ i cation which may be undertaken subject to the memb er being r esponsible for any 
exp enses in reproduction. 

Paym en t for ph otography will only be made conditional on negatives and prints being 
deposited with the Society and on signing a receipt incorporat i ng t he a bove conditions. 

R.G. MARTIN 

UPFIELDS OF HASTINGS 

One of our out-of-county Memb ers, Dorothy Shrimpton, has written asking fDr information 
about the firm Upfi elds and Sons of High Street, Hastings wh ich was Dwned by her 
father Henry Bertram Blackman who succeeded his father Alfred. Upfields were involved 
with work at Batemans and many other sites and it is possible they were employed at 
the Brede Pumping Station. Th e firm sub s equently went into liquidation under Mr. 

rr-Taylor who acquired the company from Mr. Blackman and most of the papers were 
jt. Mr. Henry Blackman was apprenticed at Tangyes in Birmingham and maintained 

an account with them after he took over the firm. There were two Tangye engines 
installed at Brede, one of which is still in situ and will be seen at our visit 
in April. 

Mrs. Shrimpton would like to know if any Members have any information about Upfields 
and whether they installed any engines at Brede. 

R.G. MARTIN 
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bOOK REVI EwS 

Peter H. Chaplin, Wat e rway Conservation (1989 Whittet Books, pp % £9.95) 

For those concerned in the repair and maintenance of navigable waterways this 
book has a message. It is this, that maintenance must be carried out not only to 
a high standard but also with sensitivity. Thi s must take into account aesethic 
and environmental considerations. In ke eping wi t h the spirit of the age this is a 
"green" book. The advice that Mr Chaplin offers i s based on an experience over 
many decades in a family firm involved in waterway maint enance. 

A preliminary chapter covers the history of inland nav i gation but thereafter 
practical considerations pr evail. There is advice on the avoidance of the erosion 
of banks and the way to effectively repair such damage when it occurs. The quality 
of water, the maintenance of towpaths, wildlife ha b itat and even environmentally 
friendly types of vessels are other subj ects cover ed. In a chapter on waterway 
structures, the efforts of the SIAS at Coultershaw are acknowledged and praised. 
The book ends with a short bibliography and a li s t of addresses of firms able to supply 
wild flower seeds, wildfowl, suitabl e t rees , a quatic plants and even luicker furni t<- ~ . 

A valuable addition to the bookshelf of uny reader wha wants practical advice ml 
sympathic waterway restoration or conservat ion. 

Available from booksellers or direct from Biblios, Glenside Industrial Est a te, 
Partridge Green, Hnrsham, Sussex £10.95 includ ing post & pack ing. 

BR IAN AUSTEN 

Rachel Lickiss, Gillian Innes and Denise Francis, Out and About : Places to visit 
around Brighton Hove & Lewes 
Published by Lewis Cohen Urban Studies Centre, Brighton 1989 pp 59 £3 .00 

This is a fine book that is of use to residents or v isitors to the area, covering 
as it does a wide range of tourist attractions it is pa rticularly of interest to th ose 
who hav e children to accommodate, those without th e ir own tra nsport and those who 
have some sort of mobility problem. Symbols on all the sections indicate which are 
suitable for wheelchairs or prams and information is gi ven on provision of public 
transport. 

Nineteen spots are listed including Lewes , Seaford Head and Dev ils Dyke amongst its 
more well known places , but also includ i ng the less well known Washbrook s Farm Centre 
or Wilderness Wood. Much detail is given on walk s around the centres with notes 
of refreshment, transport and toilet facilities. 

Whilst members will know plenty about Jack and J i ll mills they may find that l ess 
well known spots such as Abbots Wood n ear Hailsham, will yield n ew pleasures. As 
the guide says,this is a working wood where both fencing wood and pulp wood is 
produced. Plenty of natural history is included but the geD1raphy i s a little sh~KY ! 

Glaciers mentioned in respect of Seaford Head IS dry valleys, did not reach Sussex ••• 
and are not frozen ri vers! 

All in a ll a ve ry useful guide to have in kn ap sack or car poc k et and even to an 
informed"local' an informative booklet. 

GEoFFREY ~IEAD 
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rULLEf15 EARTli 

"A valuabl e copyhold investment , Nut f i e ld, Su rrey. Messuage, farm, cott ag e and 
Fullers Ea r th pits, 1 9 miles f rom Lond on •••• extensive and very valuable Fullers 
Etl r th pits supplying 8 large connection which ,a e let for 10 yea r s from 25th 
Ma rch 1822 at a yearly rent of £50. ThE infinite quantity of Full ers Ear t h which 
it is suppos ed the property will pr od uce make s it trul y valua ble." Su ssex Week ly 
Advertiser 19 June 1826. 

Fullers Ear th ia a depos i t in the Sandgate Bed s of th e Lower Greensand; it is rich 
i n t he minera l mon t mori llonit e and dist i ng uishable f rom t he sur round i ng sandst one 
bV i ts l ack of quartz . I t s ab illt~ to abs orb oil g r ea se and colour ing met ter ha s 
made it va l ued , c; e rta inly s ince Roman t i mes in t he U. K. Th E! geologis t Topley no t ed 
in 1875 that there were ••• "r ed, wh i te , bl ue and ye ll ow "qua l i ti es" the manufactu rers 
of fi ne c loth make us e of t he blue onlv • •• t he yel low ea r t h has a muc h wider d is t r i b­
ution , being emp l oyed in the II'anu f acture of every f abr i c of c oarse ...ool en goods . " 
In th e pas t a i mi l a r dep osits, bu t n ot true Full er s Ear t h, were excavated f r om t he 
Wad hurs t and Atherf leld Clays. The f iel d-names ful l ing Fi e l d i n Ful k i ng and Ful ling 
MU l Fi eld in Plurnpt on i ndi cate tha t sma ll local i Sed d ep os its were used outside of 

, main depos its ; theS E are to be foun d i n t he Sandga te Bed s s rc i n Maid s tone , 
enoaks , Red hi ll, Nutf iel d and Pet...ort h. The Nationa l Gazett eer notes th e par ish 

of Til ling ton near Petwor th 9S be ing n ••• pr oduc tive of Fuller s Ea r th and good bui ld­
i ng ston e " . 

At present i t is used in e var iet y of forms in modern industry; as scdium monmorillon­
ite or Ben ton ite it i s used as a bond i ng ag ent in foundry mo uld ing sands end as a 
a usp ensi on ag ent in oil well drilling mud s. As acid-activated Full ers Ea rth it becomes 
a g lyc e ride us ed in oil refining. 

Ref erences : - Sussex Weekly Adverti ser 19 June 1826 p2 
1975 British Regional Geology: Wealden District. Gallois & Edmunds p16 
Geology of the country aro~nd Brighton and worthing 1988 p36 
Proc.Geol.Assoc. v86 part 4. Geology of the Weald 1975 p465 p567 

("Commemoration of W. Topley") 
National Gazetteer of G.B. & Ireland. Div XI 1867 p660 

GEoFFREY MEAD 

RICKETY AND BEGRIMED - THE CHANNEL FERRIES 1826 

Sussex Week ly Advertiser 24 April 1826 page 3 

"Brighth e l ms tone Steam packets to reopen the intercourse between this port and 
that of Dieppe are now much wanted - it is to be regretted that among th e divers 
spec ula tion s which at times have been entered into here, are that a packet company 
'~ ~ not been established among the inhabitants, as the pecuniary advantages of it 

2r good management could not fail to be considerable. We should then have safe 
~ " a boats with good and elegant accommodation on board - instead of the rickety and 
begrimed with pitch and tar vessels that at times have been anything but creditable 
to the station. 

A long list of inconveniences and of irritating petty experiences to passengers in 
the multiplied embarks and debarks against which so many and just complaints have 
been made would also stand a fair chance of being reformed altogether". 

G.E.F. ME AD 
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SUSSEX HILLS GROUP 

Batemans Watermill High Salvington Windmill 

The first Annual Meeting of the Mills Group was held on Friday 12th January 1990 
Uckfield. There was a good atte~dance for a winter's night with about 28 peopl 
braving the elements. The Secretary gave a brief summary of what had happened 
since the inaugural meeting. 

The aims of the group were reaffirmed 85:­

(a) 	to promote the preservation and restoration of mills and related objects 
of historical or technical importance, 

(b) 	to record the physical remains of mills and their related activities in 
the counties of East Sussex and West Sussex, 

(c) 	to study and preserve documentary and other types of records relating to 
the milling history of East and West Sussex, 

(d) to publish the ~esults of such recording and study, 
(e) to provide a forum for related societies, 
(f) 	to promote educational involvement with related projects before, during 

and after restoration. 

The following were elected to serve on the committee. Really no surprises but we are 
no longer a steering committee and hope to provide a reason for the formation of a 
mills group. But we need ideas and support from members. We really do need an 
editor as it would take some of the load from me. 

Chairman 
F .W. Gregory, "Maldon", Maldon Road, Brighton, 

East Sussex BNl 5BE 0273 505754 


Secretary 
D.H. Cox, 3 Middle Road, Partridge Green, Horsham, 

West Sussex RH13 8JA 0403 711137 


Commi ttee 
P.J. Hill, 97 Holmes Avenue, Hove 

East Sussex BN3 7LE 0273 776017 


J. Muddle, Upper Mill, Plumpton Lane, Plumpton, 

Lewes, East Sussex BN7 3AH 0273 890418 


P. Pearce, 24 Angus Road, Goring by Sea, Worthing, 

West Sussex BN12 4BL 0903 41169 


B. Pike, Stream Cottage, Cogg1 11 s Mill, r1ayf i e l d , 

East Sussex TN20 6UP 0435 873367 


S. Potter, Clayton Holt Lod ge, Clayton, Has s ocks, 

West Sussex BN6 9PL 0791 83297 
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With no volunteer for the position of editor for the mills group her E g oes aga in 

with yours truly having another go at putting together some news etc. 


I managed to get our Chairman to sit down the other day for a few minutes and give 

me a round-up of the latest position of several mills. 


King's Mill, Shipley. 

Work by Hole snd Son to renew several cant posts before the cap can be craned back 

into position is progressing slowly. At present the mill is not suita bl e for ac cc s s 

by t he public. However it is hop ed that this will be possible by mid-summer and 

that milling will then soon be resumed. 


Old l and Windmi ll. 

Work by e sma ll band of p eop l e i s continu i ng sl owly to prev Efl t this mill fr om g e tti ng 

i nto fu rt her deca y . A n ew t rest l e and crown tree is in pl ac e and work contin ue !> 

for th e i nser t i on of new s i d e g i r t s . Pa t ch ing up of the wea th er boarding is ongoi ng 

in order t o keep ou t the "'E8 ther. Mor e vol untee.rs are urgently needed. 


Wes t Blatching t on Wi ndmill. 

Th e Fri Ends of th E Mi ll have set i n p l a c ~ a man ual hoi s t in the g r anar y barn . This 

1 gi ven by a f armer at Stone Cr os s. The aa ils dragged rounlJ in the J anuary 5th 
~rm but the mill was stopped and chocked by Friends. Luckily no damag e was done. 

Patc ham Windmill. 

The sa i l s br oke l oos e in the January ga l es d ue to the b rak e linkag e sn apping. Work 

i s i n hand by the Engin ee r ium t o repair th i s . 


Wind pump at Si ng l eton. 

Aga i n t he Janu ary storms caused damage by mak ing the wind pump rev olve mad ly and 

ma s h t he g E'ars. 


High Salvi ngtan Wi ndmill. 

Work i s pr ogres sing in rebuilding the roun d house to the or iginal f orm. Thi s is 

be i ng org ani s ed by Worthing District Council. 


Dean's Watermill, Lindfield. 

Southern Wat er Authority or is it the National Rivers (?) have now agreed to repair 

the sluice which hopefully will enable the mill to work again. 


Lowfield Windmill. 

(Report from Ted Henbery appears in North Sussex Area Sec r etary's report). 


I have received two letters. One from Brian Pike on his attendance at a SPAB 

meeting on listed buildings and the other letter from Mr Hawk sley updating 

information in previous newsletters. 


Report of Listed Buildings workshop held on 27 January 1990 


I attended the above meeting organised by the Wind and Watermill Section of 
S.P.A.B. 

It started with a talk given by Phillip Vennings, SPAB Secretary, dealing with 
the history of conservation and the planning system. SPAB was formed in 1877 and 
was responsible for the first conservation act in 1883, The ~hedule Ancient 
Buildings Act. This protected the larger sites such as castles, earthworks etc. 
Recently one or two windmills have been added such as Saxted. This Act has strong 
powers administered by English Heritage but under that Act it is not required that 
the SPAB be informed of any proposed alterations. More recently buildings have 
been Listed. There are three main lists Grade I, Grade 2 with Stars and Grade 2 
in reducing standard of protection. Grade 1 protects about 2% of the listing and 
is concerned with unique buildings of national importance. Saxted Mill is a 
Grade 2 listed building. 
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lJnder Circular 8/87 Local District Councils are obliged to notify five national 
amenity societies(SPAB, Georgian Group, Victorian Society, Ancient f',onuments 
Society and the Council for British Archaeology) of all applications for DEMOLITION 
but not ALTERATION. There is s om e ambiguity over whether demolition means total 
demolition only or includes partial demolition. The SPAB believe that they should 
be notified of partial as well total demoli tion. 50Cl~ 10::"1 councils do, some 
do not. So therefore, it is up to small socieites like ou r s to ke ep SPAB informed. 

The above was followed by a discussiGn led by Roy Gr egcry of the Wind and 
Watermill Section dealing with planning committees. There are abou t 300 local 
planning authorities in England and Wa les but one must always remember that t he 
m2mbers and officers are people. We must also note that th e counci l s, when mak ing 
th e ir decisions, must take into account the Government's 'vi e ws . Th e s e IlJ ere mos t 
rec ently outlined in Circular 8/B7. Th er ef ore , any decision mad e n ot in linE with 
this Circular will be lost on appeal to the Department of the Environ ment. 

Objections to a planning propos al must be for planning r ea sons and not just t ha t 
we object. Individual letters mus t be s en t not dupli cates , which would be di s ­
counted, or worse, antagonise the c ommit t ee. Planning committees consist of a b 
18 members, approximately a third of th e fu ll council but five members can in 51 
that the decision is taken by th e full co unci l. Als Cl d ecisiQll ca n be devolved t o 
non elected officers of the counci l. Decisions s hould no t bp. devol ved to en 
small sub-cunmittee mak i ng a 5 i t~ v l s It, wh ic h could be press ur is ed by applicant 
or pressure groups. Loc a l s oci e t i es s hCluld t r y to obtai n th e support of the loca l 
councillor but bear in mind that he or s he mus t be an the p l a nni ng oomm i ttee . 
The Planning Officer will make a site v i8 it s o end ea vour to get a l etter to him or 
her before the visit so that the points to look at e r e kn own. 

Agendas are sent to committee members three days bef ore the pl an ni ng meeting and 
should include objectors' letters. These can be inspected. The ref ore , vis it end 
inspect their accuracy. Your lettEr should not be more than a singl e A4 sheet and 
the facts must be correct, as letters may be used later at e planning 2ppeal. 

DD not treat the council members as idiots and do not go "over the top". 

Ken Majors next dealt with the procedure after planning approval. P :rmission to 
demolish a listed building cannot proceed for one month, to allow the Depar~~pnt of 
the Environment to over-rule. 

Martin Watts, Mills Group, made the point that Mills groups should introduce them­
selves to local planning authorit ies , c ul t i vat e pe rson a l c ontacts, in vite c ounc il 
members to be honorary members or to "t t end mee t ings. I'Eep councils infor med of 
mill happenings. 

The meeting was very informative, wi t h much useful discussion. It all owed the 
SPAB to have our views and us to see their problems, al ao that people fr om ott'le 
parts of country have the s ame prob l ems. Further workshops wi ll be he l d . 

8RIA N PIKE 
Sus s ex Mills Group 

ID Albion Road, Tunbridge Wells, Kent 

Mr. Gregory has asked me to su ppl ement the l i s t of pumpin g wat ermills in SIH 19, 
and I wish to add comments about windmi lls in t hat and in News lett e r 62. -- ­

The list of pumping wa termills is def ec tive, particularly as to their presen t 
condition, which I give from the latest information (som2times old) possessed by 
myself and Frank Gregory. 
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Westbourne Mill (had pumps) is SU 758079 - house. 

Westbourne pumping mill SU 759080 - long gone. 

Harting, Hurst Mill - unchanged. 


Cocking. I was told of a vanished pumping mill, evidently at the foundry 

site SU 883185. 


Heyshott SU 889194 - gone. 


Duncton Mill has machinery, but pump gone. 


Burton Park SU 966171 On 8udgen's Sussex map of 1724. Evidently in Burton 

parish. 


Bury. On sHe of co11'n mill Tq 007150, of small size (per F .W. Gregory). 


Pe twCl rth upper pumping wheel. Wheel there without machinery. Is miniature 

(S ft x 1 ft 2 with 1 ft fa ll) . 


6 11l ingshurst canal-pumping mill Tq 058246 - gone. 


. ut bourne near Pulborough Tq 07 8183 - gone. 


Shipley. Wheel rim gone. 


Nuth~rs t , Birchen B~id~e Mill. Simmons's accounts (the main one from my own 
v i s it ) mention no pu~ p, and it was latterly used for electricity only. Long 
d emolished. 


Warnham rUll - restored. 


Lower Seed i ng - unchanged, except that the building is in a state of collapse. 

Dated 1926. 


Hickstead Tq 26819B - gone (per FoW. Gregory) 


Isfield - demolished, hear. 


Hellingly - unchanged. 


Withyham - unchanged. 


Bungehurst is Mayfield Tq 600243. Demolished 1976. 


Hayfield electricity and pumping mill Tq 586244. Replaced by turbine for 

electricity and hydraulic ram. 


Ashburnham - wheel there, but no machinery. 


Ninfield pumping wheel - machinery there, but wheel gone. 


H. S.R. HAWKSLEY 
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