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I"ROG RAMM E OF VISITS FOR 1990 

21 s t OctobEr 2.30 p.m. Sunday. Mills Group Get Toge th e r at Polegate Win dm ill 
with talk on the mill and a guided tour, plus tim ~ for social chat. 

24th November 2.30 p.m. Saturday. Annual General i",eeting. 
Friends' Meeting Ho~se, Friars Walk, Lewes. Th e A.G.M. is to be followed by 
e n illustrated talk on "Th e Development of Oast Houses in Kent and Sussex " by 
Gwen J on es who is a c onsid e rable authority on the subject and is the authores s 
of B c ontr ibution in Volume 126 of the Sussex Archaeological Collections, 
1988 entitled "oas thouses in Ewhurst Parish: Evidence for the History of an 
Industry". 

1s t Febr uary 1991 Mills Gr oup A.G.I~. at Friends' r~eeting House, Friars Walk, 
Lewes. Plenty of parking space behind building. Start 8 p.m. Report on 
acti vi t ies , e l ec tion of committe" , talk on mills. All welcome. 

fo r all visits it is IMPORTANT to know how many p eop l p are coming. Please let 
the contact person know of y our intention to attend a t least seven days before 
th e visit. 

f Qgramme Co-ordinator D.H. Cox, 

3 Middle Road,
I ( 
Partridge Green, 
Horsham. 
Tel:- 0403 711137 

Further dates of interest from Geoffrey Mead: 

Wed nesday 7 November at 7 .30 p.m. in Booth Museum, Dyke Road, Brighton, a joint 
meeting of Brighton & Hove Geological SOCiety and Stanmer Preservati on Trust 
when I will give an illus trated t a lk on the 'Building materials of Stanmer 
House 1722-1727'. 

Sa turday 17th Nove~ber 1990 commencing at 2.15 p.m. The Council for Kenti s h 
Archaeology hEv e arranged B half-day conference on The Battle of Britain whic~ 
will be held at Christ Church College, North Holmes Road, Canterbury. 
Tickets price [ 1 available from C.K.A., 5 Harvest Bank Road, West Wic kham, 
Kent BR4 9DL. 



Sat~rday 26th January 1991 there is a University based school on a subject dear 
to our soul - "Sussex Industrial History". This is still in the planning 
stage but the outline is for there to be sessions on (1) the natural background 
of Sussex industry, (2) th e range of industry, historical and conte"porary in 
the county, (3) the various stages of industry Primary, Secondary etc and their 
impac t on Su !: sex. 

More information - cost, times etc - can be had by phoning the Centre for 
Continuing Education at Sussex, on Brighton 678025 or 6780£'0. If enough members 
join the class it wOlllrj tIe lik" a second Members Even ing. 

Tuesday 12th March. Annual joint meeting wit h Ch ic hester Museum Society . 
"Industrial Archaeology in the Chichester Area" giv~ by Dr. Ray Riley who is one 
of our members, at 7.30 p.m. in Chichester District Council offices, East Pallant 
HDuse, downstairs in one of the big committee rooms. 

AREA REPORT 
WESTERN AREA 
Coultershaw Pump 

We have had a gratifying number of visitors this season, and thanks are due to all 
our volunteers who keep the wheels turning and stimulate the visitors' interest. 
In spite of the long dry spells, and in contrast to last year, there has always been 
sufficient water to operate the pump. 

But this is no time to sit back until next season; there is a considerable 
mainten~nce programme tG be carried out - replacement of rot ten timbers on the wheel, 
attentirnl to bearings, moving earth and rubble round the building, painting, improve­
ments to the displays, etc, etc. Any help would be mos t we lcome, on the first and 
third Sundays in the month. In particula r we want to f reshen up the board displays. 
Has anyone a flair for this sort of thing end time to ope re? 

Also we would like to expand our w~tur-p ump ing repertoire, so to speak. Does 
anyone know the whereabouts 
Palmer on Worthing 50562(,. 

of 0 p "J ll Ilydr<:lUlic 
--­

rom? Please contact Michael 

Poyntz Bridge 

Chris Bryan writcs:­

"Thc fin e wCrl thcr heo enQb led e major re-painting operation to be carried out. 
Ex t ens i vu rus t i ng hod s ppea r ed on the longitudinal RSJ's inserted in the centre of 
th e br l dgo . These hove been cleaned back to bare metal and suitably reprimed. 
Th e hendralls heve been similarly treated, and also given a top coat. More trea 
ment is required before the bridge is lowered onto its ball-race. 

Very little is known of the firm C & H Tickell who cast Poyntz Bridge. It was 
set up in 1B10 by ChErles Tickell, with considerable financial help from his mother 
and established in Southampton. The Foundry was advertised for sale by Joseph 
Tickell (administering for Charles and Hugh) in the Hampshire Telegraph of 31 May 
1B2£'. The only other example of Tickell's work so far found is a bollard in 
Arundel." Does anyone know of any further products from the Tickell Foundry? 
If 50, please contact Chris Bryan on Chichester 7B9587. 

MICHAEL PALMER 
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VISIT TO FERNHURST IRON WORKS, AND THE BRICKWORKS NEAR COCKING 

On Wednesday 12 th July 1990, 16 members of the soc iety gathered about 1 mile west 
of the Fernhurst village led by Chris Bryan. 

John Wildman, a supervisor of the Chichester District Archaeology Unit, gave us a 
talk on the site. We saw the excavations that had taken place last year, and the 
furnace pond they revealed. We walked a few yards and looked down on where the 
furnace, and its bellows, and a gun casting pit had been, but we were told that the 
bank retaining the pond had burst through before the war, and had been repaired with 
concrete. 

We were told that there ~as evidence that the furnace had been on that site over 300 
years, and had been improved by the various owners. The workers had lived nearby 
in hovels but the village that we saw was quite some distance away. Nature has now 
taken over this industrial site. 

We then walked along the trackway to the northern end of the furnace pond, and looked 
at the sluice that was still in situ, and wondered how the water must have roared 
over the spillways in wintertime. 

Members took photographs to record the well-cut ashlar stones of the bridge over the 
culvert. 

The site abounded in slag which was used as road metal, as is the case elsewhere in 
Susse~ 

It was almost £'pm as we moved to the nExt venue, a hand-made brickworks near Cocking. 
We were greeted by the manager, who took us on another longish walk to the 'summer 
sheds' where we saw bricks being hand-made, and I was told up to 1,300 a day were 
moulded when in a hurry. 

All those present are grateful to Chris Bryan for organising this interesting visit 
and to our guides at both sites. 

LESLIE MARTIN 

A.I.A. CCNF ERENCE REPORT 

Se veral ~; embers of the Soci e ty attended the Annual Conference of the Association 
for Industrial Archaeology which was held this year at Gui l d f ord. As usual the 
programme was packed full of interesting events. 

Talks on the first evening were devoted to Surrey in general, Francis Haveron on 
i ts I.A. and Peter Brandon on the effect of industry on the landscape. The talk on 
Sa t urday mr r n! ng 0y Morag Barton wa s followed by a v isit to the BrDoklands Museum 
wher e the ~use~ Trust are renovating many of the buildings associated with the 
early days of the Race Track and restoring various aircraft including the Vicker~ 
Wellington which was recovered from Loch Ness. Paul Sowan also spoke most enter­
tainingly on Surrey underground as an introduction for a visit to the Godstone 
hea rthstone mines, which have only recently been properly surveyed and where some 
18 km of workings have been plotted. Gerry Moss also spoke on the Gunpowder 
Industry a s an introduction to the visit to the Chilworth site. 

After the dinner on Saturday evening members contributions included the I.A. of 
Lancaster, St. Pauls Presbyterian Church, West Ferry Road, London, Ravenscar Salum 
Works, Colliery Headframes, Brisbane Tower Mill, Lion Salt Works, The Beddingham 
Lime Kiln (by the writer), a trip on a "Puffer" to Holland and a Sugar Mill on Nevis. 
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Sunoay morning was d evaied to bus iness and to th e Rolt Memorial lect ure which was 
this year giv en by Kenn e th Maj or on th e s ubj ec t of "Wind Machines" . These a re 
normally known as Io,ind pumps and are t he s t ee l s t ruc tures which at one time dot t ed 
t he rural count ryside and are now rapidly d isappea ring . In particular one very 
interesting on e at Cowfold in West Sussex was ment ioned built, by the French firm 
of Bollee - a braced struoture with a spiral sta irca se . 

The visits an Sunday aft e rnoon were to the 17th century treadmill crane in Guildf ord 
and to Painshill Park, an 18th century landscape garden contai n ing many follies 
including a horsepump and an interesting water pump with B J5 foo t diameter single 
rim undershot wheel built to pump water frum I ' , ~ r (J p l o th e lake . Although an 
interesting I . A. relic it is apparently a t otal.y illog ical s olu t i on t o the requir e­
ments and also unnec essary now as the lake will fill Quite satisf act or ily frem g round 
water although it was originally int ended to pump water to the house aa well as the 
lake. 

Other talks and visits were to the Dapdune Wharf on the Wey Navigation, operat ed 
the National Trust and to the Basingstoke Canal, a qui te remarkable co- operation 
between the local authorities, (Surrey and Hampshire County Councils jOintly own rt) 
and the Canal Trust who are clearing out some 32 miles of canal and rebuilding 29 
locks . It is hoped that it will be open next year frGm the River Wey as far as the 
Greywell tunnel. 

We alna visited the Chatley Heath Semaphore Tower, built in 1822, which has just 
been restored by Surrey County Council and is a fascinating remind er of the 
difficulties of communication before the days of wireless . This system enabled 
messages to be transmitted from London to Portsmouth in 15 minutes. 

Another quite bizarre talk was entitled "Woking - the dead centre of England". This 
is not a geographical inexactitude but referred to the London Necropolis which was 
built in 1854 to provide cemetery facilities for London and to which a branch line 
was laid to provide direct access for coffins amd mourners from Waterloo to Brookwood . 
The surplus land purchased by the Necropolis Company was eventually sold to form the 
basis of the modern Woking which also boasted the country's first Crematorium and 
the Royal Naval Ho~pital Prison . 

Other visits throughout the week were made to Suggs Lighting at Crawley, Lowf ield 
Heath Windmill, Gatwick Beehive Terminal, Swallow Tile Works at Cranleigh, the 
Westcott Stationary Engine Museum, Betchworth Chalk Pits, Outwood Windmill and the 
Royal Aerospace Establishment at Farnborough. 

There was too much happening to describe everything but as usual those who attended 
f ound it a worth-while experience and all members are urged to come next year when 
the venue will be Dudley in the Black Country . 

RON MARTIN 

MEDHUR ST S OF LEwES 

Following the article in Newsletter No . 57 a letter has been received fre ,m Mr . L. A.J. 
Medhurst of Hallsham stating that he does not know who the Frank Medhurst who died 
in 1843 and was buried in St . John the Baptist at Southove r was, but Samuel senior's 
mother was Emmy Crouch of Mayfield. Elizabeth could have heen a second wife. He 
also enclosed a Medhurst ' family tree' which is too large to reproduce here, but is 
available to interested parties . Mr. Medhurnt would be glad to hear frDm any Medhurst 
living in Lewes. His address is 3 Carriers Path, Hailsham BN27 lAP . 
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AI RFIE LD PHO TOGRAPHS WANTED 

The following letter a ppea r ed in thE Wc~ t Sussex Gazette de ted 17th J anua ry 1990: 

I am in the process of comp iling a pno t og raphic history of the R.A.F . a I rfield at 
Tangme rl' . fr om its beg inning s in 191 7 to its closure in 197[' . 

All proc eeds fr <l"l t he r es ulti ng b ook (i f any!) will go to the ex isti ng Tangmere 
Mi li ta ry Aviat i on Museum , s i tua t ed on Lhe o ld airfield perimeter . 

Ma y I appea l to you r r eaders for an y ph ot og raphs they mi gh t hav e dep i c ting Tangmere 
duri ng an y stage of its exist enc~ . 1 would then copy th em and nturn th e or i g i nal s 
as promp tly a s possible . If anyon e wo uld like to contact me at th e add res s bel ow 
I w o u~d be very gra teful. 

il l CHARD DYER 
HoIden s Nur s ery, Ship ton Gr e en, Itchenor 
Near Chichester, West Sussex P02 0 7GZ 

RESERVA TION SOCIE TY 

In the Newslette r s of t nc above Soci e t y, articles have a ppeared which ma y be of 
i nt erest to our memb ers: 

pr i l 1990 - Report of Li s ted Buildings Workshop 27.1 . 90 

Jul y 1990 Nutlev uJindmill- p . ­
p.lO Iron furnac es a t Buxted and Maresfield 
p.ll Shops and shopk eeper s in the nineteen th century 

Newsletters EIr e availabl e at 25p each frcom the Secretary of th e SOC iety Anita Long , 
The Must ard Pot, Fairwarp, E. Suss ex TN22 JBT. Uckfield 7591 29 . 

FINANCIAL SUPP OR T 

ThE Society has an obl i ga t ion to r estore and record and it may be t hat s ome membe r s 
ha ve i deas for projec ts tha t des e rve financial support, wher e perhap s pump priming 
c ould l ead to va lua ble result~ . The SOC iety has s ome fun ds ~ vail abl e f or this 

urpos8 , necessa r ily Hm i t en . and the Gen e r a l Secretary wl'u ld be gl"d to hear from 
a ny members who hav~ sugges tions f cr t hei r use . 

I NDUSTRIAL THEOR Y AN D BRIGHTON THE SHAP E OF THINGS TO Cor-lE? 

On e method of classi f y i ng indu s trial development in a given ar ea i s to sort the 
econ crn ic fac tors in t o f our stages to s ee where contrac tion and exp ansion have taken 
p l ac e . Very broadly, t he primary stag e is basic raw materi e l s upply, e.g. f a rming, 
fo r est ry, fish i ng , rl' i n l ng and Qua rl' ying ; the secondar y st ag e i s the t rnnsfor ma tion 
of t hese raw materia l s in t o us abl e produc ts, e . g . sawmil l s , tann er i es, corn mil ls, 
iron f oundr ies . Th~se mat e r ials ma y g o on to a further s ec ondary s tage whe r e mare 
ptocpss i ng or manufac tur e tak e£ p l ac e , e .g. furniture workshops, shoemak ers, 
bakeries , eng i ne ering shops. The t hird or tertiary s t age is the s e rvice sector, 
retai li ng these goods, tran s porting th em or providing ba ck-up services to f i r s t and 
sec ond s tage industri es. Some ana l ys ts r ec ognise a fourth or quaternary stage 
wh ich is one of info rmation proviSion, computing, finance analysis, planning manage­
ment conSUltancy . 

The primary stage is characteristic of less developed countries (LDCs) which provide 
t he raw material essential to production in more technologically advanc ed countries . 
An inc r ease in secondary sector industry means added value and more incom e for that 
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cDuntry and is s een as a requ i r ement of an advancing eC DnDmy. Thus cDttDn prDduci n 
area s m~k i n g th ei r Dwn ga rments are mDl e ad vanced th nn thDse that send that cDttDn 
tD Dther cDuntries fDr prDductiDn Df clDth. 

The incr ea s e in industrial production r equires a wid e ral ,ne of transport, banking 
and s ervice facilities, which add value ~nd prov ide I'in vis ible sector ll services which 
br ing in valuable foreign exchange. Th is growth stimulates yet more sophisticated 
Hi-Tech and computer-based se rvices and is usuall y carri ed on from a few established 
centres such as London, New York, Hong Kong. 

Hew dC!es this all apply tD the eCDnomy of Br i gr ' ? Dur ing the seventeenth century, 
fishing was the town's major employer with pr abJoly one in nine of all emplDyable 
males working the boats with a large num be r Df sp i n-off trades taking up much of H, e 
rest - rope making, fi s h proces sing, boat repa i rs , basket makers. This primary 
stage declined rapidly with natural and social changes and by the early nineteenth 
century , the largest single employer was the Regent IrC'n Foundry in North Road ( then 
NOI·th Lane ) . The arrival of H.e railway stimulated further grDwth, and by the 1 
the railway workshops of the LBSCR had taken t he employment lead, sophisticated 
engineering replacing straight foundry tec hniques. The inter-war period which saw 
the decline of primary and secC'nd~ry indu~tries throughout Britain, saw an increase 
in the light manuf ac tures and tertiary s tage service industry of the South-Ea~t. 
In Brighton the G.P.O. based on the old Regent Foundr y site was the town's major 
employer. War-time expansion of industry saw a r ise in production in the country, 
and the 1940s and 50s with their post war bo om , were echoed in Brighton where Allen 
West, the electrical engineers, moved to the employment le ad . 

Automation and the influence of multi-national cutbacks brDught about a decline in 
Brighton's industry during the 1950s and 70s w~ich was compensated for by 2n increase 
in the tertiary field of retailing, finance and service trades. This period brC'ught 
the University of Sus~ex to Greater Brighton which was the town ' s leading employer 
by the late 1970s. As with all the major employe rs, the allied trades and spin-off 
jobs greatly increased the employment base, the Uni versity itself generated accommod­
ation needs for its 5,000 students a s well as requirements in maintenance, catering 
and technical services. The current situation in the country where credit and 
financial news is ever more required, is that American Express in Edward Street has 
taken on the mantle of leading emp loye r. 

Brig~ton over lOO years thu s mirrors largely the national economic and industrial 
picture, but w~ere does thi s l ead us to in the coming decades ? If social indicator s 
are correct, the boom in lei s ure se r v ices should see a further shift in the moveable 
job 'centre'. Already the major employer world-wide is tDurism and it would seem 
logical for Brighton to build on its internatiDnal reputation and tWD centuries of 
tourism. Can we utilise the resources Df the town to mOve the IDcal economy into 
thi s coming stage? Th e possib le creatiDn of the South Downs National Park wou} 
gi ve the area what many see to be the future in tDurism, i.e. an enormous theme 
incorporating rural scenery with sDphistic ct~d urban facilities close at hand. 
The pa st -in-the-present is a big money spinner e lsewhere, it requires expertise, 
knowledge and organisation. We in S.I.A.S. should clean up! 

GEOFF REY MEAD 
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SUSSEX CANAL TALE S ND. 1 "River pirac y !II 

Sussex W E~kly Advertis e r 14 Apr i l 1823 

"Goods conveyed from London to the western part of Su~s e x by Canal. r-',ess rs Henl ey 
Seward & Co prDpri e tors of the Arund e l, Petworth and Midhurst li ' lhters beg l eave to 
return their si nc ere than ks to th ei r friends and the Publi " in general, fo r the 
encouragem ent they have hitherto exp erienced tD assure them that a strict attentiDn 
shall be paid tD their interest and accDmmodatiDn which they flatter themselves will 
entitle them tD a cDntinuance Df their favDurs and suppDrt. 

The abDve lighter s cDntinue tD lDad at Randall & SDns wharf, Queenhithe ever y Friday 
and GDSS & Sons, Bull Wharf Dn Saturday and l eave Lor.don the same evening, a rriving 
at Guildford on Monday a~d Arundel on Friday following. Take in good s for Arundel, 
Petworth, Midhur s t, Chichester, Bognor, Worthing and all places adjacent. 

All Drders and applications made to Mr Samuel Tibitt, Arundel, clerk to the compan y 
w;ll be immediat e ly a ttend ed to. 

•• B. NDt accountable for loss or damage by Fire or Water or from Ri ver Piracy." 

Arundel February 1823 

The trad e that th e canal generated wa s not ed by the tra veller and radical, William 
Cobbett who rod e down th e Arun valley in August 1823 ­

"Soon af ter quitting Billingshurst I crossed the river Arun which has a 
canal running a long s ide of it. At this there ar e large timber and coal 
yards and kilns for lime . This appears to be a grand receiving and distributin g 
place. " 

The next day Cobbett l ef t his quarters at Petworth and rode south to Donnington 
(Duncton ?) where his journey passed over th e Rother and he noted that:- ..... here 
was another pl ec e of deposit fDr ti mber l ime coals and other thing s ." Cobbett 
th ought that he had "cross ed the Arun arid its canal agai n" but his route seems to 
indicate he was actually at Coultershaw on the Rother. Cobb ett was s e eing the two 
canals at the peak of their activity. The Ri ver Arun was made navigable up to 
Pallingham in 1575 and the Aru n Canal t o Newbr i dge was opened i n 172 7 . ThE Wey-Arun 
Junction Canal from Newbridge to the Wey was opened in 1815 and c losed in 1868 . 
The Midhurst NavigatiDn Dpened in 1794 to link Midhurst and Petworth with the sea; 
it was abandon ed in 1888 . 

G.E.F. MEAD 
References : - SWA 14 April 1823 

WiTliam Cobbett, Rural Rides (1830) Penguin 
Austen, Cox, Upton edition Sussex Industrial Archaeology 

A Field Guide pbl. Philimore 1985 

SU SS EX CANAL TALES No. 2 "An aquatic proceSSion 

Sussex We ekly Advertiser 2 June 1823 

"The opening of the Portsmouth and Arundel Canal took place this da y se'nnight 
agreeabl y to the notice given in our Journal of the last and preceding week. 
A procession was formed of vessels of various descriptions decorated with gay 
streamers and colours which had previously assembled at Ford near th e entrance of 
the Canal; and at about half pest eleven the flotill a began to glide upon its 
bosom, preceded by a boat with a band of mu s ic. 

The Earl of Egremont's pleasure barge in which were his Lordship and a large pa rty 
of friend s , took the lead followed by those of the Mayors of Arundel arid Guildford 
WhD were numerously aCCDmpanied by g entlemen from th e ir respective neighbourhoocs 
and by six oth er barges filled with gay pa rties of ladies and gentlemerl a ttended by 
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""u tileI' band of music, rear wa s brcuq ht up by eig h t barge s lao en with goods of 
various desc ript i ons ( ooe of wh i ch had p r e v iously a rriv ed at Ford from London in 
t ln ee day ,;; ) a ll bound f or Ch i c hes ter; the 101l" lin e55 of the d ay height ened t he 
rich a nd v a ri ed chor us of th e hi g hly c ul t i vated country throug h which the aquat ic 
proc ession passed . At Hun s ton Common a s c hooner of 80 tons burthen and 5 sloops 
jo in ed and s h o r tly afterwards t he who le lL I; ' ent e red H .l · basin of th e Canal at 
Chich ester, amidst the firing of cannon and cheers of an immense body of spectators 
who had as s embl ed to greet th e ir arriv a l. No accident or untoward circumstance of 
any kind occ urr ed to interru pt th e harmony a nd pl easu r e of the day. At 5 o'clock 
upwards of 70 gentlemen, friends and p r om ot e r s of th e unde r taking, s at down to an 
excellent dinner at the E'LJan Inn, ChichestEr, ' :-,"p 1 of Chi ches t er in the chair to 
'" hose pa tron age and ex e rtions the public are p!'..l c ipa lly ind e b ted for this t ruly 
nation a l and long wished for undertaking . 

The following morning the Earl of Eg remont and about 50 gentlemen embark ed in the 
Company's steam vessel at Chichester Harbour a nd after a passage of 5 hours reached 
the Basin at Portsmouth where th ey were receiv ed with the firing of cannon and the 
acclamation of the spectators. 

The arrival of the barge abo ve stated at Ford from London in 3 days has proved the ­ )
practicability of transporting goods from the Metrop olis to Portsmouth in 4, as a 
barge can conveniently nav igate from Ford to Portsmouth (which has been ascertained 
by repeated trials) in one day. 

Goods with the exception of a few articles of especial value will now be conv eyed by 
the Arundel Lighter Co from Randall & Co ' s wha rf, Queenhithe, Upper Thames St, and 
J.W. Halls wharf near the Custom House, Lower Thames St, London, to the Canal 
Company's basin at Chichester, at one shilling and a id per cwt or to their wharf 
at the Half Way House, Ports e a for Is11d per cwt including the e xpenses of shipping 
and landing. And arrangements are making by which goods destined for the Western 
ports in the British Channel and for the Islands of Guernsey and Jersey will be 
received and forwarded by vessels belonging to those places." 

The SIAS Field Guide gives no closing date for the canal but an idea of its ec onomic 
decline can be judged from the Chichester entry in an 1867 volume:- "The port of 
Chichester is at Dell quay about l~ miles from the city; a short canal which joins 
th'e Arunde1 canal as it passes to the south of the city connects it with the sea at 
Chichester harbour. This canal is chiefly used to convey coals, but since the open­
ing of the South Coast railway it has been of much less importance." 

G.E.F. MEAD 

References:- SWA 2 June 1823 p.3 
National Gazetteer of G. Bond Ireland Div III (lB67) p.559 

MANUFACTORIES ••• are miserably deficient - Sussex 1826 and 1989 ) 
The local press always gives a good indication of an area's industrial economy and 
a sinQle issue of a local paper giv es an i nsight of many aspects to current employ­ ) 
ments. One copy of the Brighton Evening Argus had in news items and advert s t he 
following, all of which show Sussex ind ustry in 1989:­

Gatwick airport and accompanying serv ices 
Computer services, microprocessor manufacture 
University research companies 

These show the influence of the so called "hi-tech" industries, the quarternary sector 
of the economy. Tertiary sector industry - s ervices, entertainments, retailing was 
seen in the following:­

Brighton hotels and restaurants 
Banking and finance services 
Office developments 
Entertainment prov ision, restaurants} Cin emas, i ce rin k 
Wide range of shopping facilities i ncluding build ing materials 
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Ttle secondary sec t o r of industry , t ha t of manufac ture and the pr i ma ry sec tor ­
pr ovl sion of raw mat eri als - wer e n on - e :x. i s tent. 

Of c ourSE one is s ue of a pap er, espeCially n P-a r Xma s , mi sses much ; t he- r e was n o 
men t ion of fa rmi ng or qua rryin g, b rick ma k ing a r t i mbe r cutting. but a g ood st <l b a t 
g uess in g t he county ha s ~ na rrow in dus trial mnn uf ac turi ng b2 s e could b~ mad e f rom 
this. 

How d ifferent then, to c ompare tr. i s to it pms in the Suss ex hl eek1y Ad v r, rti s e r of 
182&; with l imited tran 9p ort facilit i es t he I nc a l e~ on omy was much stronger wi th a 
wi de range of manuf act ur p.5 and servic es s upp lyin g the bo om ing coastal tou,ns and th e 
r ural a r eaS not yet depopulated by ur ban growth. 

The :O a sic ex t r ac ti on of .- s w mat erial s ga ve rise to much employment as did the 
t r an sfor ma t i m of s tone c l a y a nd t i mber t o finished articl es. January issues sh ow:­

"J esse Goldsmi t h bri c kmaker and pot ter ..• pottery ware , trunking tiles, 

Ch imney pats , Tilley Brickyard ~o r t hi n g " 


"T~, e ophi lus Poll ard Brewery, Bor,d St. Brighton" (bankrupt') 

"Bes t Banqor sla tes .•. arrived this day ... best Memel timber, Swedish 
PetersbuTgh , American white and yellow deals ... at the yard, Copp era s Gap 

F eb I' ua ry 9 i v es : ­

"Old e s t a blished Crock Kilns, Dicker, Hell ingly - chimn ey pots, undergrc.und 
p i pes, bricks an d trunk ing til es. Wanted at the abo ve kilns three good 
workmen in thE pottery business, v iz. a burner and two spinners who may 
have constant employment if approv ed" 

Similar emphasis on us" of ra O! materials continues through March and April with 
notices containing a wealth of detail on the dissolving partnership of the Hillman 
Brothers Li me works in the Cliffe, Lewes:­

"John Hillman •.• has opened a New Pit called r~alling Pit (which with) his 
Southerham Pit he will have a constant supply of excellent chalk and well 
burnt lime ... hop pole faggots tak en in exchange for lime and coals" 

Brighton's weak manufacturing base in 1989 is eerily foreseen in 1626 where a l eading 
art i cle states in April: ­

"a l ace manufactuary it appears is about to be established in this town, th e r e 
are man y openings of a similar nature within our limits for industry to thriv e 
in. At present in manufactories of almoEt e very kind we are miserably 
deficient" 

An "eligible situated brick kiln" at Worth and "a capital brick business" at Hasting s 
"the earth is very superior and inexhaustible" both show th e widespread nature of 

~ ick manufacture; its importance being s een where a location at Eastbourne not 
only has "good brickearth" but has "an uninterrupted frontage to thE sea of about 
320 ft". This latter would no doubt benefit frc,m a later notice in June where H,e 
Boa rd of Ordnance at Ea s tbourne required:­

"12,000 bri cks, hard burnt, picked, red. ~OO bushels of white lime" 

Spin-off industry was catered for at Hove where:­

"The Brighton Gen eral Gas Light and Coke Co. have constantly on sale a large 
quantity of coke fQI' limeburners, coke merchants and others" 

In July 1 million bricks were on sale at TOddington, Littlehampton in lots of 10,000, 
but as the kiln, mill, pumps, barrows and implements were also for sale it indicates 
that all too familiar businESS threat - bankruptc y ! 

-9­

http:non-e:x.is


The impression frDm the 1826 papers was one of hundreds of very small concerns, 
of ten linked to other businesses, e.g. farming and brickmaking, limeburning and 
goods ha ulag e and all very loc a lly based on raw mate rials and fuel suppliES. 
1826 marked the end of the ancient iron industry ar.d 20 years on would see the 
county linked by railways to the manufacturing Midlands and North and thus the start 
of a continuing decline in basic industry. It was a ytar that marked the end of t~e 

county's most famo us industr y and presaged through t he press a newer service based 
employment, one that is strikingly evident in Sussex 1989 . 

GEOFFREY ME AD 

Referenc es :- Eveni ng Argus 21 December 1989 
Sussex uleekly Advertiser 1826. H,;d d at Brig hton Ref: Library 

TERRA-CoTTA DRAGONS AND WYVERNS 

Terra-cotta "dragons" were very popular at the closing years of the nineteenth 
century used as roof finials. They were probabl y intended to afford some 
protection to the building and its occupants and were frequently placed on the most 
prominent house on the estate. They were made in various places and locally in 
8urgess Hill and Ditchling to standard designs . Mos t of these designs are in fact 
wyverns: that i s a beast with a drag on 's head, wings ana one pair of legs and a long 
forked tail. In addition there were various other beasts, mythical and otherwise, 
many of which were individuall y sculpt ed. 

Betty Driver, one of the members of Stanmer Preservation Society was inspired by a 
talk sr,e hBd Bttended about BUI'gess Hill brickworks, to collect sightings of these 
dragon s . The attached list is mainl y the result of her efforts and I acknowledge 
her help in compiling it. 

I am defining the parameters of the search as terra-cotta beasts, whether mythical 
or otherwise and whether on roofs or on other parts of the building. Your help is 
requested to sea rch for any further example and I would be grateful if you would 
let me know of any you locate. 

RoN MARTIN 

PARI SH ADORE SS MAP REF. DESCRIPTH)''\I 

BARC[lMBE Hillside, High Street, Barcombe Cross TQ 41B 158 4 Wy verns 

BRIGHTON 3/5 and 7/9 Bellevue Gardens TQ 3249 0401 2 G rot esq ues 
136 Dyke Road - Wiston's Nursing Home TQ 303 054 4 Wyverns 
EBst Brighton Park - re-roofed (Ex TQ 339 038 ) 
26 and 29 Ea s t Drive, Queen's Park TQ 3231 0454 2 Wyverns 
8 Harrington Road TQ 3032 0673 Wyvern 
London Road - "Homeleigh" (now in 

Brighton Museum, Church Street ) (Ex TQ 300 080) Wy vern 
59 North Street TQ 3089 0429 Dragon 
261 Preston Drove TQ 303 065 Wyvern 
45 Queen's Park Rise TQ 3246 0476 Wyvern 
52, 56 and 58 Rugby Road TQ 313 060 4 Tuf ted Eag I es 
58 Rugby ROBd TQ 313 060 1 Eagle 
22 Tongdean Lane TQ 2964 0764 Wyvern 

BURGESS HILL (Ex) 23 Church ROEd - now in 
possession of F .W. Avery TQ 315 299 Wyvern 

Grove House, Grov e Road (Gone) 
Nye Road, Keym e r Til e Co Ltd TQ 32 1 192 3 Eag les 
54 St. Georo eo Road TQ 304 192 Wyvern 
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BUXTED Looge to Uldlantl s 
Ghyll - on A26 

HH ll, Heron's 
Tq 4Bl 273 Wyvern 

D1 TC HLI NG (Ex) Beaccn 
Mus eum 

Road - n ow at Ditch l ing 
TQ 325 149 Wyvern 

EAST GH IN STEAD 102 London Road TQ 381 384 Wy vern 

EASTBOURNE 7B, B2 and 86 Victoria 
84 Victoria Drive 

Drive TQ 
TQ 

592 996 
592 996 

3 Eag les' 
Camel's 

head s 
head 

Hurst Arms P.H., 76 Willingd on Road TQ 597 000 2 Wyve rns 

HA ST I1~GS 5 Grosvenor Crescent, 
8 Gr l's ven or Crescent, 

St. 
St. 

Le onards 
Leonards 

TQ 
TQ 

7B9 
789 

089 
089 

Boar 
Grotesque 

HovE 73 
77 

The Drive 
The Drive 

TQ 
TQ 

291 3 0519 
2913 0523 

1 Bat 
2 Dragons 

5 and 9 Sackville Road TQ 283 048 2 Monk eys 

7 and 11 Sackvill e RO ed TQ 283 048 2 Dragons 

56 Wll bury Crescent TQ 2970 0557 Wyvern 

I'IEYI'lER 9 Stanford Avenue, Hassocks TQ 301 156 Wyvern 

LEWES King's Head P.H., 9 Southover High St. TQ 413 097 Wyv e rn 

PLUMPToN "East View ll 
l 

Green 
Station Road, Plumpton 

TQ 363 162 Wyvern 

WADHUR 5T Tid ebrook Hous e, Coggin's Mill Road TQ 609 292 6 Wyvern s 

;,;J VC LSFIELD "Jack of Clubs", Eastern 
Clef House, North Common 

Road 
R02d 

TQ 
TQ 

342 
355 

198 
201 

2 
2 

Wyverns 
Wyverns 

WORTHING &9 and 69A Grand Avenue T Q 132 028 2 Wyverns 

(in addition one wyvern removed to Eagle 

garage of No.69A 
missing) 

69B Grand Avenue 

wit~ one wing Dragon 
1 Sea Horse 
3 Wyverns 

1 Heane Road TQ 138 023 Wyvern 
Sea Horse 

212 Littlehampton 
349 Tarring Road 

Road - Gone ( Ex TQ 1] 0 040) 
Tq 127 032 Wyvern 

IRON AND COAL TRADES REVIEW 19 Jan 1870 

The Corpora tion of the City of Chichester prepare to r eceivE tenders for the supp ly 
~f and erection of the wrought and cast irDn work of the pens for the sheep and pigs 

,d the standing of cattle together with the wrought iron tethering rings for horses 
and cattle r equired for market having an area of about six acres. 
Drawings may be seen and speCifications for form of tender may be had on payment of 
the s um of ten shil lings on a ppl ication to the Council chambers in the Ci ty of 
Chiches ter or in London. 

I came across the adv ertisemEnt when researching a quite d ifferent subject at the 

Ironbridge Library. 

Chichester market is on a prime site near the centre of the city and there are plans 

to build a road across it or build houses an it. 


ToNY VoWARD 
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SUSSEX MILLS GROUP 

\ 
~,..;J , 

Batemans ~atermill High Salvington Windmill 

NATIONAL MILLS DAY IN SU SSEX 

National Mills Day 1990 presented the Sus s ex Mills Group with th e f i r s t ma j or opportun i ty 
both to promote it s a ims and ilctivities, and to publicize the mills of Su s sex . 

The fir s t stage was to produce a comprehensive list of th e mill s t ha t would be open t o 
visitors on the day. We contact led Cl a r e McLaren who kinrJl y supplied detai l s of t hOSE 
mill s n,at had notified SPAB, and then s e t about contacting the r emn ind er . Thi s l i et 
formed th e basis of a pos ter which was c i rcul a t ed a r ound the mil ls and to t he l ocal 
press, radi o and television. 

The most enthu s i a st i c res ponse was from Tlm Humphrey of BBC Radio Sussex who off e r ed to 
p r ev iew National Mi ll s Day in a thre e hour pr og ramme wt'ich w(luld be broadcas t on Sa t urday 
12 May. With the help of our " ~i lls open " poster he undertook to c on tact mi l l owner s 
across the c ount y and to arrange a number of l iv e interviews. 

The Radio-Car would visit two mills whilst a further four mill r epre sen t ati ves would be 
int e r viewed over the telephone. J was in vited to c ome a long t o t tle s t uj i o to t a l k on 
National Mill s Day and to provide backg r ound inf orma ti on on the mil l s f ea t ured . To t h i s 
end I pr epa r ed d e t a iled notes on all of t he s i x t e en mi lls t ha t wer e to De open . 

Th e first mill f ea tured was Park Mi ll at Ba teman ' s , Bun msh . There has been a mill on 
this site since the thirteenth cent ury . The cur ren t build i ng da t es f r o." 1750 . The 
mill st opp ed work in 1903, and was c on 'J ert p.!l t o power a t urb i ne g en er a t ing e l ectr il:l t v 
which was f ed to the house v i a a s ec ond-hand t r ansatl antic t el ephon e c ab l e . Oav i d Fox , 
th e Administrator, ~plained t hat the cl ay sea l of the millpond had been rep a ired 
follo wing th e damage caused b y a f al1 1ng oak t r ee i n the 1987 st orm . They were c urren tl y 
repairin g th e brickwork of the und ers ho t a r c h , this resulted iA the ~ill being t empo r ­
arily out of action. 

The first call for Chris English in the Radio-Ca r wa s to be Pol ega te Towe r r·E U. \' ris 
c on t acted the studio to say t ha t he had arriv ed only to find t he mill d eser t ed . 'h t hen 
transpir ed that the whi te Ill i 11 he was s t and i ng bes i de was in f act Stone Cr os s Mil l a nd 
t hat Pol egate was some three mi l e s away ! On ar r i val a t Polega t e Wi ndmi l l, Chris s pok e 
t o Pa t r i cia Ste vens who said t ha t t hey ", e re holdi ng a "Wi nd mill Fa i r" ov er thE I~e ek encl . 

Thei r l ast fair was in 1964 when t he mi l l was f ormal l y op ened by the Duke of Devonshire. 
I t was hoped that Polegate would be milling s ame time in 1991 . 

Ted Henbury from Ifield Watermi ll c ommented that the waterwheel wa s ~ne of the larges t 
in Sussex , be ing 13ft diamete r and 12ft acr oss . A new 9ft diameter gear wheel wa s un~e r 

con s truction which will be installed next y l n: . Their ~2 in problem was a shortage of 
volunt ee rs on Open Days. Three floors are op en to vi sitors and feature displays an the 
h i stury of the mill and of iron working. 

The new roundhouse at High Salvington Windmill, Worthing had just been completed. 80b 
Potts descri bed to the radio audi enc e how the mill body was balanced on a c entral post 
and c ould be rotated by means of th e tailpole. A number of 'trees were brought down in 
t he 19B7 storm which had improved windflow to th e mill. He said that ther e had been a 
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tr omend ous increa~e i n t n~ numb e r of org anised school vi s its to the mill thi5 year . 
I comment ed t ha t c og s and gea r s wer e i nc l udpd on t h ~ school curri c u lum. 

On a r r i va l a t Wos t Bla tch ing t un Wi ndmill in Ho ,", ' , i tl ~ is r emarked on the magnif ic ent 
vi ews . Peter Hi ll s a id t ha t a l though the height of th r G" ll to the ridge of t he r a of 
wa s 50f1, t il e ml ll was sma ll when compa red to th e 120ft mill at Great Yarm outh. Pe t e r 
exp l ai ned the dif f e r Enc es be t",een post, smock and tower mi ll s and sai d tha t mills, like 
sailing sh ips we r e normally referred to in the female, J? r < Windmill at Clayton being 
the exc ept ion t hat proves the rule. West Blatchington Mill is built over a square flint 
and brick s t one t (h.J e r wh ic ll pre-dates the mill by about 100 years. The sweep s can now 
be turned by Iland , 85 evid enced by the bunting across them. Hopefully in a year's time 
they will be turn ed by wind . Peter reckoned that this would bring Hove to a standstill. 

Mn r v Em e ry, B l i s t ener, r ang in to say that he r grandmother Pat Elliott was born at West 
Bl a t c hing t on r~ \l l. She can r emembe r the mill being used for fire watChing over Hove 
d uri ng t he wa r . I ment i oneD tha t the granary by Ja ck Windmill was used for the con­
s truction of t a i l pl anes and that t hE blackout s remain to this day on Jack IS bin floor. 

l as t i nte r v iew was w; t h Mic ha~ l Palmer at Coultershaw Water Pump. The pump supplied 
.r t o Petwor t h Hous e as the s pring s upp l y was insufficient. The Societ y had acquired 

t he pump i n 1975 and Ilad restored it ove r the course of fi ve years. A wagon shed was 
g i ven to th em by t he Ea rl of March. Thi s was d;smantled, tran s ported to Coultershaw and 
e r ected over U,e pump . The pump itself now powers a fountain and there are a number of 
other pumps on displ a y. 

Finally I wss asked to read out a l.ist of the nine Sus sex windmills and seven Sussex 
wat ermi l l s t ha t were Dpen to the public. 

The re is n o doubt tha t the pr og r amm e was a tremendous s ucces s . All the wind and water­
m11ls t ha t I contac t ed report ed record crowds and increas ed takings, not onl\, on tr, e da y 
itself but on subs equent open days. 

SIMON POTTER 

IFI ELD MI LL ---_. 

The open day s a t I f i e l d Mill hov e been well attended, particularly on June 24th when 
in exc ess of 400 pe opl e pass ed through. This almost certainly was due to inviting 5 
craft per s ons t o exh i b i t their skill s at various poin t s throughout the mill. Wood­
ca r v ing , l ac emaking , wool s pinning, miniature painting and violin making were repres­
ent ed and t he i n t eres t wa s a l mos t over whe lming with the buil d in g virtually bursting at 
the s eams . It i s c e r t a inly worth considering including this t ype of acti v it \' at open 
day s t o broaden t he sc op e of i nterest. 

Dur i ng the pa s t 3 mont hs we ha ve had very welcome s upport f r om t he Reigate Area 
Con s erva t i on Volunt ee r s who a t ten ded on three occa s i ons to ~ l ea r the millrace of reeds 
eJ-~ and r emoved a con s iderab l e amount of mud and s il t f r om t he tunnel and wheelbav · 

wa s a distin c t l y odouro us task and the y were literally up to their ey es in it! 
~e large drop-ended skips were eventually filled and we are extremely grateful for 

all their efforts. 

The 30th September is our last open day of 1990 and we shall then be concentr a ting, 
during the winter, on c CllTlp leting the new spur wheel. 

TED HENBERY 

PROPOSED DEVELOPMENTS AT POLEGATE WINDMILL 

PolegHt D Windmill in Ea s t Sussex consists of an early nineteenth century brick tower 
mill wi th its machinery intact and a recently restored cap and fanstage, a small museum 
of milI a and milling items, a rubble flint malting house and a nineteenth century brick 
engine s hed. The mill c omplex is owned by Eastbourne and Di5trict Preser vation Trust. 

The prop osed development, shown in the pl an, wi ll double the display a rea and add much­
needed t oi let facilitie s . The mill and museum will be radicall y redisplayed and audio­
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visual facilities introduc ed. A new entrance, built with a coursed flint facade, 
will b~ crea ted joining the engine shed and malting house. This will provide an 

$I
enlarged reception and sales area. The whole of the ground floor will be easily 
accessible to the disabled. 

Work, which will be carried out mainl y by volunteers, is ex p ected to be phased Over 
three years, subject to financial constraints and to obtaining the necessary planning 
pErmission. 

JIn the first phase, bEginning this autumn, th e existing museum will be reroofed, a door­ t 
way created from the mUSeum into the malthou6e and the flooring of the mill repaired. 

iH 
,. .,.
i'On each floor a tape commentary will explain features of the mill to visitors. 

Polegate Windmill welcomes volunteers to help wit h t he maintenance work and proposed 
development plans. Contact Lawr ence Stevens on Eastbourne (0323) 34496 /27765 f or 
details. 

Donations and application forms for membership of the Friends of Polegate Windmill should 
be sent to Gladys Huggett, 23 Rotunda Road, Eastbourne (0323) 22400. 

The original drawings are A.l size and are held by the author. 

TIM MARTIN 
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