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LONGLEY, P. "Lackenhurst", fircoks Green, HORSHAM, West Sussex sussux Mills Group news
RHL3 73E Coolham 741208 :
PROGRAMME OF VISITS FOR 1991
OFFICERS Sunday 21 April 10.30 am Walk round Brighton led by G.E.F. Mead. Meet in front
Proitasnt A.J. Haselfoot of W.H. Smith's k%osk }n Brighton Station concourse.
Chairman Air Marshal S5ir Frederick Sowrey, Home Farm, Herons Ghyll, Uckfield Contact 8.6, Mariin (0273 303805
Vipe Chairman  J.5.F. Blackwell, 21 Hythe Rd, Brighton BNl 6JR (0273) 557674 Sunday 12 May National Mills Day. Contact D.H. Cox (0403 711137)
General Ssc: R.G. Martin, 42 Falmer Ave, Saltdean, Brighton BN2 8FG 1 A :
{0273) 303805 Sunday 16 June 10 am Visit to London using own transport. Meet at Rotherhithe
Treasurer & J.M.H. Bevan, 12 Charmandean Rd, Worthing 8N1& 9L8 T?ne Skation in Brynel Apans PTDDEU;E S e
Monle abin Gan: (18a3) 35421 V}Sits? Brunel Engine House, Rucherh;?he, South Ougks.
Editor 8. Austen, 1 Mercedes Cottages, St.John's Rd, Haywards Heath Tide Mills at ?rnmley—py-Bom, gy ﬁ111§.Pum01ng ideasic
AHLE GEH (D44b) 413845 and Huguenot Silk Weaving Area at Sp1talflelds. _Enncaet
Archivist P.J. Holtham, 12 5t. Helen's Crescent, Hove BN3 BEP fwils | MELEDNT SHETD JRI0US X dnmlalll ovqeubue-SARTlng Rl
(0273) 413790 il
Publicity G.E-F. Mead, 17 Hollinmgbury Park Avenue, Brighton BNl 7JG Seturday 20 July 6.30 pm Members' Meeting at Steyninn. Meet at Steyning Museum,
(D273) 5015390 Vicarage Lane, Steyning (TQ17%2112). Visit to the museum's
Mills Group: new building, followed by video of Blaber's Foundry,
Chairman 8. Pike, Stream Cottage, Coggins Mill, Mayfield, East Sussex grighton. Contact Diana Durden (0903 813603)
TNZG 6UP (D435) 873367 , . %
Secretary D.H. Cox, 3 Middle Rosd, Partridge Green, Horsham RH13 B8JA S SOr dey =071 Aupust UL MRt oagmtesy liamy | S0 RS Modns BLELs SROTISER
(0LO3) 711137 (T0218137). Contact D.H. Cox (0403 711137)
Committee F. Gregory, P. Hill, J. Muddle, P. Pearce, S. Patter, T. Martin Sunday 22 September 2 pm Visit to Hastings led by Steve Peak. Meet at the big
anchoer adjacent to the Fisherman's Museum, Rock-a-Nore
Area Secretaries Road. Car park is at end of road at TQ828094. Numbers
Eastern Area - ’ restricted to 30. Contact J.S.F. Blackwell (0273
Western Area f.M. Palmer, 11 Arlington Clese, Goring by Ses, worthing BN12 &ST 557674)
(0903) 505626 .
Central Area J.S5.F. Blackwell, 21 Hythe Road, Brighton BN1 6JR (0273) 557674 Sunday 6 October Mills Group Meeting. For detasils see later Newsletter.
Northern Area  E£.W. Henbery, 10 Mole Close, Langley Green, Crawley (0293) 23481 Saturday 19 October 2.30 pm Visit to Brighton Railway Museum, off Highcroft Villas

(TQ302060), followed by talk on the L.B.S.C.R. to com-
memorate the 150th Anniversary of the opening of the
London to Brighton railway line. Contact R.G. Martin
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z.?.?iagury. £.l.Henbery, P.J.Holtham, G.E.F.Mead, R.M.Palmer, G.G.Thomerson, (0273 303805)
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6.5. Thomerson, 42 Gander dill, Haywards Heath, West Sussex RH1S 1RD (0LLL) 450722 (Tq418100), followed by a talk
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1f you come by car on the M23, take the Junction 9 Exit and follow the signs ta the
North Terminal. If you come on the A23, take the Gatwick turn-off and follow the
signs to the North Terminmal. Car parking will he availaple hath in the terminal
agjoining the hotel and in the larger multi-storey which is connected to the hotel.
The car parks are not free, but there will be a 25% reduction for SIAS members and
their friends.

Our friends in the Croydon Airpart Society now have membership in excess of 500 but
membership is open again and details can be obtained from Mike Marsnall at 16 Warnham
Court Foad, Carshaltaon SM5 3LZ.

BRITAIN'S WORLD WAR TwO DEFENCES

& symposium on the remaining physical evidence af this country's anti-invasion
preparations is5 to be held at Surrey University on 2 November 1991.

‘tress Study Group, the United Kingdom Fortifications Club and the Kent Oefence
.search Group. Topics to be covered inmclude the history, construction and armament
of these defences which incorporate the defence lines which crossed the countryside with
ditches and other obstscles, especially the ubiquitous pillboxes, and a varisty of
other works.

‘:if is to be hosted by the Surrey Industrial History Group assisted by members of the

These will be followed by presentations of survey results on one of the most imporiant
of these defensive lines, and another on progress so far an the Surrey survey. The
finel speaker will oputline the need for a naticnal survey of these disappearing historic
monumerits, and suggest a standard format for such an undertaking.

The symposium will be opened with a presentation by Henry Wills, the asuthor of
Pillboxes : 8 study of U.K. defences 1940 opn what started his interest in the subject
and ultimately led toc the first widely published authoritative account of this important
period of our nistory. Other speakers will include Terry Gander on ardnance and Brig.
J.R.E. Hamiiton-Baillie on constructiaon.

The cost of the symposium will be £6.00 per person (excluding lunch) and further details
may be obtained from the address below an receipt of a s2lf addressed envelope. It is
also planned that a field trip will take place on the following day to 1lpcal sites of
interest, although this will not be a formal part of the symposium and individuals
should make their own arrangements for overnight accommodation.

Flease contact Gordon Knowles, SIKG, 7 Sguirrels Green, Great Bookham, Leatherhead,
Surrey K723 3LE, Telephone 0372-458396, for further infarmation and an spplicztion form.

( IL PASHLEY - PIONEER AVIATOR

There is to be a special exhibition at the Marlipins Museum in Shorenham from 1 May to
commemorate the centenary of the birth of the pioneer aviator Cecil Lawrence Pashley
of Shoreham. The exhibition will cover the early history of Shorebem asrodrome, the
develppment of Flying and especially the career of Pashley.

The exhibition is being arranged by the Sussex Archaeology Society and the Shareham
Society. Mis Sylvia Adams who is working on 2 blography of Pashley will be supplying
most of the material.

In addition to the exhibition there is to be a special Pashley Commemoration "fly-in"
of light aircraft to Shoreham on Bunday 12 May aorganised by the Popular Flying
Assotciation.



http:Gravesl!.nd

THE ALLEN WEST SHORT-CIRCUIT TESTING STATION

Late 1990 saw the final demise of the Allen West Short-Circuit Testing and FProving
Station at Moulescoombe Way, Brighton. Commissioning atarted during the Allen Uest
Golden Jubilee year (1960), the highly complex test and measurement equipment being
desigrned for investigations into arc control snd electromegnetic force aspects of
motor control and switchgear.

Carrying out this commissioning and running the station was the responsibility of the
writer until his retirement in 1987 when a highly organised arrangement capable of
independent national certification existed. This had brought the staticn under the
auspices of the Association of Short-Circuit Testing Authorities as proobably the best
of its type in the country. However things did not last and by 1988 all was Tinished.

The plant and incoming capling was by control gear standards massive. The main test
supply was from a 27MVA 3.3kV salient pole motor generator connected together with an
exciter set to the local Seeboard. These machines were in the basement of the No 5

Building of Allen lWest, together with three 2MVA transformers and two 4500 amp merc \
arc rectifiers.

The ground floor and testing area contained a strongly reinforced test cell capable of
withstanding tests on busbars, fuses, contacts etc up tn 20,000 amps. Adjacent was a
large reinforced electrical reactor and inductor load area. All were protecteo hy a

complex CO, fire control system. fuxiliary apparatus included smaller machines and a
nishly organised calibration laborztory.

The firm of Allen lWest has under-one many changes since its inception in 1910 but is
probably most remembered for its uork es = radar/HFDF producer from 1839 to 1945 and
later for the 13 years as a suosidiary of the General Electric Company of America.

¥.A. GOODCHILD

BRIGHTON 150

This year marks the 150th anniversary of the opening of the London-Brighton Railway

and one hopes that "Network Southezst" as well as this Society will mark it appropriately.
A century and a half ago the event wss swaited with keen anticipation and a loc-! prper
the Brighton Gazette, had its reparter out and sbout and from this source the following
chronicle is extracted.

The hranch from 8righton to Shoreham was “ppened" in August 1840 but as the following
notice, still being advertised in the Gazette at the beginning of 1841 shows, the roal
traffic from Kingston Wharf was not yet cperative:-

C

"the Company convey goods and merchandize from Shoreham and Kingston Wharf
to 8righton, arrangements are being made for carrying Coals on the Line
and will be announced to the Public when cempleted. The Luggage train
will commence running from Brighton at six o'clock in the morning and run
between Hrighton and Kingston at intervals of about every two hours until
fous o'clock in the afternmcon. Goods and packages intended to be carried
between Brighton and Shoreham will be sent by the Passenger Trains."

Kingsten Wharf Shoreham
August 25th 1340

The year 1841 started with two fatal accidents, the first on New Year's Day when a works
train passing through Faolly Hill tunnel just south of Haywards Heath Station brought
down the roof, suffocating three men. It appears from the inguest details, attended

of course by the local reparter, that the bore was small, or the s:aging For brick
lining was in place;

and engines had to lower their fumnnels by means of a “rack and
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seen ascending and descending a plank pla
is true by means bf

d on the slope supparted it

a rope attached from their barrows but still in such

a precaripgus manner a5 to excite in the beholder a shuddering apprehension
for their safaty. 4

11 this is to be avolided by a3 simple contrivance which

alsp facilitates the removal af the earth. A triangular stage with the
upper bed horizontal and large enough fo take three or four bDarrows and a
second side in the same angle as the slope is drawn up the inclined plane
by means of horse power, at the same time :nond atage is descending with

the empty barrows.'
(To be continued)
JOHN BLACKMELL

EXPERIMENTAL PNEUMATIC RAILWAY

In the 1860's Sir Thomas Rammel, a famous Victorian engineer, made experiments with a
pneumatic railway carriage driven and sucked through a tunnel by air pressure from a
huge fan. The cancept of a pneumatic railway on this principle was proved by his
experiments, but bankruptcy of his sponsor prevented Rammel from completing his drs(

of a commercial underground railway free from smoke, noise and other hazards. -
The project at Crystal Palace was subsequently lost sight of, and defied searches by

rallway enthusiasts and the Greater London Council, until it was rediscovered recently

by Marquis du St Empire, & German born archascloglist whose main interests were in old
flint mines, early industrial chalk guarries, and subterranean brick structures.

There were no plans for him to work from, as same were destroyed in the ystal Palace
fire of 1936, and the rest 2s a result of wartime bombing.

The Marguis was 2ided by the dry summer of 1989 which left the grass above the damp
tunnel greener than the scorched grass around it. This enabled him to see the route

of the tunnel. This route was confirmed by asrial and ground photagraphs together with

old newspaper reports. The team began excavations sbout 45 metres from the Sydenham

upper station and excavated through nearly 2 metres of heavy waterlogged clay. All they

found was the ms=talled and brick base and two or three courses of the brick wall.
Almost the entire brick superstructure of the tunnel had oeen removed long ago. The
brickwork had been of a very high guality.

Trackbed sleepers were of pine and laid longitudinally. They were probably arranged
that way to fit tightly intoc the tunnel floor and minimise lateral movement. Thase
discovered by the excavations fitted snugly together and zppeared to b2 the work of 3z
master carpenter. One fragment of materizl found may have been part of the vacuum
seal between the carriage and the wall af the tunnel. These leather sezls had to be
greased regularly to remain supple and were often devoured by rats.

Several facts have been established by these investigations. The tunnel was built Ry
cut and cover methods and the track was af standarc gauge. There were drainage
problems from the start, as a drainage pipe had been leid slang the track between U
rails. It was thought that the carrizoe may be found in the bricked up tunnel, but
this proved not to bes the case. It is now believed that the power source was hired
and that the carriage was sold for scrap.
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BRIGHTON ON THE ESCALATOR - WH

H WAY FOR IA?

Dr Tony Fieldi nf the University of Sussex pave an interesting papsr to the
Geographical Association in Hove in January (this was a summary of the paper he
deliuv d at the Institute of British Geographers in Sheffield, where his research

in migration won nim a headline in The Independent).

Dr Fielding has been looking at population movements within and into England and Uales,

his findings - grestly condensed - were that the South East Region (Greater London and
its peripheral counties) is more than ever ths destinmation of "service" class personnel
(managers, professionals etc). He defines the area as being an ‘Escalator Region',

that is one thet aspiring migrants have to be in to further their prospects and careers.
These migrants are predaminantly white, male, highly educited, young, property owning
and on the way-up.

The draw of London brings in migrants to the area from England and Wales, the rest of
the British Isles, Eurcpe and the Commanweal th; this pressure on jiohs, housing, roads,

se contzined in the City, spills over into areas such as Spitalfields; housing, unable
cope with the boom in demand far smart neighbourhoods, 'gentrifies' former industrial
zones eg Docklands and Southwark.

(z“"vi:es etc is being felt keenly in the region. Office development in Landon not able

Towns within the region with existing commercial facilities find their Central Business
Districts (C.8.D.) rapidly developing, spilling out into their surrounding areas, which
undergn same startling changes. These Zones In Transition (Z.I.T.) often contain much
of = town's slder, thereby historic, industry.

The rapid growth in ecredit, especislly in the South East has =°zn a compatible rise in
finance and commerce based companies eg Sun Alliance in Horsham. largzr centres such

33 Brighton have seen their Z.I.T. change even faster, with a rap..: ercsion anc collapsu
of manufacturing leading to wholeszle clearances and subsenuent office developmunt.
Hrignton nas developsd as a rs=gional commercial centre with American Express, T58, Lloyds
International, Trustcard - toc name only the largest - 2all locating in the former
industris: belt constituting the Z.I.T.

The continuin: Znminance of London as the powerhouse of the Escalator Region in a wide
ronce of services ensures a similar 'spillover' growth in Hrighton; huge office complexes
rising around the station with planned developments poised nearby on the old Hudsans
Depository in Station Street, in an old bonded store site in Frederick Place and the old
Unigate Depot in North Gardens. These are all in the old industrial heartland of the
North Laine, rapidly succumbing to a pincer attack of commercisl property high rises and
expensive designer fashion shops.

I am not decrying this urban change - as an urban social geographer I am fascinated by
* mechanics of change - but I am concerned by the wholesale obliteration of our
istrial heritage. I am certain it is even worse in areas of the country where
ilidustry was formerly dominant (the BBC Radio Four News on 27 Jan 91 stated that only
four coal mines were left in 5. Wales) but in Brighton where the industry was widespread
and small scale the change is less reported.

Members should be aware of these changes and ensure that any historic industrial remains
of any sort and any age are recorded for posterity. The Hon. Sec. can supply the forms
required. Please ensure you protect your area's historical heritage for forthcoming
researchers and for the benefit of members yet to come.

8righton «#uy be in the k..z:lator Region but many industrial sties have diszappeared down
the 1ift shaft!

GEDFFREY MEAD



THE BLUE FLINT - A POSTSCRIFT

In SIAS Newsletter 66 (April 1990) I wrote a piece on the collection of blue flint

from Rye Harbour and Newhaven, and as this material ended up in glaze for the Stoke
potteries the article resulted in an interesting letter from Major Goulden of Horam
Manor Farm, E. Sussex.

"The flint business was active at Newhaven up to  'Il. It was a common sight to see two
to four men with baskets collecting the flint on the beach at the back of the breakwater.
There was a light railway running along the back cf the Seach under the cliffs and the
men tipped their baskets into the hopper trucks which were then pushed zlong to the con-
crete area adjacent to the standard railway sidings from which the railway branched off
up the breakwater. There were one or two bays made frem old sleepers where the flints
were collected. It was not continuous work, they would be there for days or weeks,

then vanish.

My mother told me that they were used in making the finest bome china but did not teli
me where they went.

e often played there, and sometimes after dark would smuse ourselves by throwing sg. .5
on the beach to create a minor firework cisplay as they bounced along and threw up sparks.

All the stones there are flint, but the only ones collected were the blue-grey ones,
generally round or oval. I earnt my pocket munsy by “combing” on that beach, but never
tried stone-picking, the round baskets were too heavy.”

At a recent industrial archaeology day school I was informed that a museum in Etruria,
Stoke-on-Trent has information on the use of the flint when it arrives at its destination.
I will be contacting them for further help in this research.

GEOFFREY MEAD

NEWS FROM AMBERLEY CHALK PITS MUSEUM

mith'just a few weeks to go before opening for the new season on 20 March, our Winter
woTk programme is reaching its climax. Our efforts have teen spurred on by the neus
that the Museum's bus depot and village garage projects have been placed second in the
1991 Scania Transport Trust Award scheme. These prestigious awards are to recognise

and encourage the preservation of transport in this country, and we are delighted to have
found ourselves so well placed.

A new exhibition is now in place in the Arundel gin building, outlining the history of
the building itself, along with that of Penfolds of Arundel, from whose Tertington
Ironworks site the building came. Other local companies are also featured, including
Carter Brothers of Billingshurst, and Oakley's Foundry at Hurst Green. (

Other new developments are a small preliminary exhibition in the information centre
building in our car park. This focuses on the nearby river, railway station and turn-
pike road, which in earlier years made such great contributions to the success of the
site as a chalk guarry and lime works.

The lobby area leading to the audio-visual room will shortly be housing a small
exhibition on chalk guarrying, lime-burning, and the Pepper family, giving visitors a
better understanding of our site, and the work that used to be carried out here.

Our engineering machine shop has been greatly pxtended and rearranged so as to allow
better viewing of the lathes and other machine tools, which will be demonstrated as
frequently as possible. We have @lso agreatly imoroved the captioning of each item, and
added a series of display panels, outlininn the history of machine tools and their use.

-8-
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J |

Behind thas scenss much work has been going on with the conservation and documentation
of exhibits, slong with tne development of policy documents acceptable to the Museums
and Galleries [ommission for the purposes of museum registration, the forms for which
are now with us.

We now have a full supply of our leaflets and posters for the 1991 seasaon. This year
more than ever we need to publicise the Museum as widely as possible. If there is
anywhere at all where you could get one of our posters put up or our leaflets displayed:
at work, in local shops, at your garage etc., then please either call in to the Museum
office, write or ring, and we will get them toc you. Please contact Amberley Chalk
Pits Museum, Houghton Bridge, Amberley, Arundel, West Sussex BN18 SLT, telephone Bury
(0798) 831370. Thank you.

HOWARD STENNING
DEPUTY DIRECTOR

STREET CHANGES - A BRIGHTON EXAMPLE

m often struck by the way the character of areas changes particularly those areas
st formerly contained small industrial premises. Looking through some old directories
1 was surprised how much industrial activity took place in the 0ld Town area of Brighton
and how that area is now almost devoid of such activity.

Pikes Directory 1926 is the oldest one I have and that shows for Little £ast Street a wide
range of trades:-

1 Cutler & Co factory (lacdies hair requisites - I believe!)
2,3 T. Herbert - bootmaker
6 H. Andrews - rope dz2aler

8 "Star and Garter" stock roaoms

13 Hawksley Manufacturing Co - New Industiries Ltd (no idea of trade)
15 Deans, Martin & Wiles - trade photocgraphers

19,20 Mrs Cheeseman - oyster stores

21 Miss Taylor - dressmaker

22 G. Comber - engraver and illuminator

24 T. Rolls - wholesale fruiterer

By 1938 Pikes was listing the following:-

23 J. Beale - dining rooms

4 T.C. Herbert - toolmaker
G. Comber - engraver
=] H. Andrews - rope dealer
8 "Star & Garter" stock rooms

12 20 Diamcnd £dge - wholesale hairdressers sundriesmen, electrical
engineers, general grinding

However post-war Little East Street was still in decline and in Kelly's 1951:-

1 E. Hodgkinson - decorator
2,3 A. Allen - dining rooms
4 G. Comber - engraver
T. Herbert - toolmaker
8 I. Hoffman - wholesale gown manufacturers (Star & Garter now listed as Kings Road)

The last directory I have is 1969 - the change into service industry is complete as
Kelly's Directory shows

64 Sandwich 8Sar
2,3 Choys Chinese Restaurant



l Reason & Tickle - estate agents

& Carter - tailaor

8 Pavilion Antigues

By this date demolition of the west side of the strest had taken place and it was @
temporary car park, eventually in the mid 1980's the big hotel camplex and new council
offices were built on this side. The =ast side bsirn now

L Chinese Herbtslist and grocer

2,3 Choys Chinese Restaurant

L Fletchers - business transfer agents

6 Blues Brothers restaurant

8 Spanish Tapas restaurant

can be very revealing,
nd bringing ta our

This street by street analysis of industrizsl asctivity changs
reflecting as it does a broader local and pational picture
researches a sobering thought, that much change takes place unrecorded. This 1is

particularly so in the period after 1974 when Kelly's Directories ce , and a much
more difficult period is encountered using Yellow Pages and Thompson's DiTEELDTiES(

A

1 have chosen a tiny street in the heart of Brighton's tourist zome, but I would be
interested in seeing examples from other members own town - or village -

areas.

GEOFFREY MEAD

BRICK 'FROG MARKS'

Twelve months ago I put out what I said wzs my last appeal for informaticn in
connection with the forthcoming book Brickmaking in Susssx and so I apolocise for
returning to the subject of bricks yet again.

It has been deciced to include an appendix dealing with the 'frog marks' used by Sussex
brickmakers and I feel sure that members will be able to add to the list of the anes
alfeady known. The 'frog' is, of course, the indentation in the top of a brick,
formed when it is moulded. It appears in both hand- and machine-moulded bricks and
often bears no inscription. However, in the latter part of the 19th century, the
practice grew up of incorporating either the initials or the full name of the manu-
facturer.

The collection aof bricks at the Chalk Pits Museum, Amberley includes the following
Sussex marks: SUSSEX BRICK CO LTD, SUSSEX BRICK & ESTATES CO LTD, SOUTHWATER,
WARNHAM R B8, WEALDEN, KEYMER, BUTT, ROWFANT, LION and TROJAN. Other bricks in the
collection are marked only with initials, some of which have been tentatively
identified, for example: W A as W. Allfrey & Sons, who had works at Hurstpierpoin
Pulborough and Partridge Green in the 1930s. (}

I myself have examples, photographs or drawings of bricks marked: DICKER, LUNSFORD
BEXHILL, SUMNER JUNR CRAWLEY, H W H {(probably H. Hammond of Wappingthorn, Steyning)
WM (wWilliam Message) and ASHDOWN P . P S 8 - (Redland, 8exhillj.

I have also been told the wWilmingtan Srick Co. used a rzpresentation of the
.
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L. Report by the Chalrman
Frank Gregeory reportea that he thought that the group had got off to a good start
and thanked all the committee for their efforts and work. He thanked all for their
support but did not feel that he wanted to contipue as Chairman.
5. Electign of Chairman
Grian Plke was proposed z2s Chairman by Frank CGregory. This was carried unanimously.
Hrian Pike then took the chair and thanked all for electing-him. He then thanked
Frank Gregory for his two years Chairmanship of the Sussex Mills Group and getting the
group off to a good start.
6. Election of Secretary
D.H. Cox was proposed by R. Jones and seconded by R. Martin.
unanipously.
7. Election of the Committee
The followling were proposed by T. Yoward ano seconded by R. Martin:-

P. Hill J. Muddle T. Martin P. Pearce

5. Potter F. Gregary
This was carried unanimpusly.
8. Election of Editor
‘here being no proposals this position was left to the committee to fill.
4. PAny Other Business
P. Hill reported on the tea towel positian. Now that we had permission to use a
drawing that was on the Tourist Board leaflet he was going ahead, and showed proposed
layout.
D. Cox reported that the leaflet was about to be printed and should be available early
March 1991.
B. Pike reported on his latest COGS meeting.
P. Pearce reported on the problems that High Salvington Windmill were having with a

house next to the mill proposing to build an extension that would ochstruct their
wind.

This was carried

Discussion tnok place on Cross-in-Hand Windmill and Herstmonceux Windmill. Frank
Gregory alen reportea on Patcham Windmill being struck by lightning.

The meeting closed at B.45.

After coffee the "Chandler Slides of Mills" were shown and discussed.
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Now for the rest of the news.

High Salvington Windmill

As reported at their annual meeting the owner of the adjacent property wants permission
to build a first floor extension to provide an extrz bedroom, two bathrogms and toilets.
This property is on the south west side of the windmill ie the side that is sxpected
to provide the mast wind to operate the mill. Peter Pearce of High Salvington Mill
Trust and one of our committee, has discovered a report by a Dutch expert in wind
turbulence wround windmills. After sterling work in translating the report uwe
understand that there could be problems if the extension goes ahead. we look foruwaerd
o0 seeing the outcome of this important matter and to an article by Peter on this
report.

Nutley Windmill

This is a resume of the report by our Chairman in the Uckfield & District Preservation

Soci=sty Newsletter for January 1991. Last year was successful with a good
attendance of visitors during the summer. Storm damage has been repzired and canvas
has been hung on the new common sweeps. The shutters to the other two sweeps have
mostly heen fitted and repainted (there are tays for S4 shutters but only 30 have
been Fitted to date). There was hope that they would be akle to grind some wheat
durinpg the latter part of last year but the wind did not coincide with the opening
days. This year work will start on the mill barn to make it suitable for use by all
and the mill should be treated on the gutside with preservative. The trees and
hedges surrounding the mill also need some zttention.
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Ffund ralsing continues to provide faor a new tail pole which requires to be extended
due ta the increase in weight forward of the centre post csused by repair work over
the years. Any help would be appreciated.

Herstmonceux Windmill on Windmill Hill

The new owner of this mill is Wingmill Hill Tennis Resort and the owner has plsns to
get the mill back intn working arder and to uss the basement as a tea room cum spuvenir
shop. This will cost a mers £250,000 and plar. =re on ice until the present econamic
climate improves. Meanwhile the Sussex Mills Group hopes that at least some money
will be spent to keep the mill wpright. It is in a very dangerous condition.

Lowfield Heath Windmill

The newsletter received from Jean Shelley indicates that work is progressing with the
raundhouse roof using two ocak trees that fell in the Great Storm. Work is also in
hand on the ironwork for the tailpole tie and the talthur. They are looking fer
some oak stringers for the new steps. Thesez need to be 26 feet long. Offers to
Jean please.

Martin Brunnarius has sent me the following: Q'

Mill Nates. Croft Road Smock Mill, Hastings.

Further to the letter from MR R. Hawksley in newsletter no 69 page 1lb.

He rightly states that nothing remains of the post mills at Northiam end generously
acknowledges my complete 1ist in The Windmills of Sussex. Sadly five of those listed
have been variously removed, blown down or demolished since 1979. One of these
incidentally, was the pumping mill at Glynde. This will no doubt constitute another
amendment to Mr Hawkslsy's previous amendments!

T: remains of Croft Road Smock Mill in Hastings is far from being unrecagnised.

A fyull seccount 1s given of the remaining foundations and the mill itself from the
millurlight's dgraft agreement dateg 20 April 1799, Cornelius Wetherall of Roberts-
aridge was responsibie for tne work. Somz years later this wes taken down anc
re-arectss 3t Silvernill in Hastings where she worked until 1862.

Upfieics, wne .ocal millwright, mentioned a2t some length in recent newsletters, then
rebuilt her in @ most up to date manner. Sadly the mill burned down in 1867. The
miller, Mr Draper once agzin employed Upfields, this time to build a new large modern
smock mill at the Silverhill site. As many will know, this stood for 99 years sefaore,
regretfully, being demollshed in 196&.

Further: I gather that Cornelius Wetherall later became bankrupt. Has any member
come across any information on this or his family? (Informastion tp Martin please)

T. Martin has sent me this.

Patcham Windmill

You may have read about Patcham Mill and the storm damage last winter. Well, this
mill has suffered the wrath of the elements once again.

This time the lightning caused extensive damapge to the cap frame and sweeps (sa 2
striking in the early hours of Sunday 9 Decemher 1990 and destroying all the electrirca!
wiring in the building as we!l as setting the gas mains alight.

One sweep and stock were shredded into small pieces which were spresd out from the
mill over a 600 yard radius. The damaged wood had the consistency of cocaonut matting
with angular fractures in all directions. (One galvanised coach bolt found near the
scene had the nut and washer fused on to it by the melting of the zinc costino.

The remains of the sweeps and stocks were removed an the following Thursday with the
aid of a large all-terrain crane, so making the mill site safe.

The least visual but more serious damage occurred to the cap frame. It appears that
the frame lifted into the air with the force of the ligntning and came to rest with

a jolt causing two of the structural tie rods tec shear and the longitwdinal splitting
af the framing members at the neck bearing end (pole)end of the cap frame.
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