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MITCHELL, A. J. "Green Braes", Pottery Lane, 8 rade, RVE , 
East Sussex TN31 6WB 04 24-88252 5 CHI Ef CONTENTS 

I~ITCHELL, Hrs O.R.J . " Green Braes", Pottery Lane , Brede, RVE, Bri ghton 150 
East Sussex IN31 6WB 0424-882525 Experimental pneumatic railway

VANN, Mis s ,J.M. 5 Tilgate Drive, BEXHILL-ON- SEA, Ea~t Sussex P"\gh ton on th e escalator 
TN39 JUH 042-43-4033 Blue Flint - a postscript 

~".,ieet changes - a Brighton example
Change of Telephone Number Bri ck fr og Ma rks 

Sussex Mtlls Group newsLONGLEV , P . "Lackenhurst ". 8rooks Green, HORSHI111 , Wes t Sussex 
flH13 7'::L Coolham 741208 

"'lOGRAMME OF VISITS FOR 1991 
OffICE RS ~:LJnd a 11 ' I Hp ;["1. .L 10.30 am Walk round Bri9hton led by G.E.F. Mead. Meet in frOnt 
·PresI dent A.J . Haselfoot of W. H. Smith' s kiosk in Br ighton Station concourse . 

Contac t R.G. Martin (02?3 303805 ) Chairma n Air Marshal Sir rrederick So .. rey, Home Farm, Herons Ghyll, Uckfield 
Vi ce C~'ai rma n J . S. F. . Blackwell, 21 Hvthe Rd , Brighto n BNl &JR (0273) 557674 Sunday 12 May National Mills Day. Contact D.H. Cox (0403 711137)
(ieneral Sec: R.G. Marti n, 42 Falme.r .Qve , Saltdean, Brighton BN2 8FG 

Su nday "16 June 10 am 	 Visi t to London usi ng awn tra nsport. Meet at Ro therhi the(027) 303805 
Tre asu rer & J.~l.H. Bevan, 12 Chal'mande an Rd, IJorthlng BNI4 9Ls Tube St a tion in Br unel Road . Probable sltee to be 
Memcershio Sec: (IJ'la3 ) 35~21 visited Brunel En gi ne House, Rotherhi the , South Docks, 
EdItor B. Austen, 1 r"lercedes Cottages, St.John's lld, Haywards Hea th Tide Mills at Bromley-by-Sow. Abbe y Mi l ls Pumpi ng Stati on 

and Hu gueno t Silk weaving Area at Sp ita lfi elds . ContactRH15 4EH (04~4) 413845 
ilrctl1\lis t 	 FI.G . Marti n (0273 303805 ) who will organise shar ing ofP.J. Holttlam , 12 st. Helen's Crescent, HClve BN) 8EP 

transpo rt .0:1(73) 41.1790 
Publi ci t y G. LF . Mea d, 17 Holl ingbur y Park Ave nue, 8ri9hton BNl 7JG IlluI'lla y 20 July 6,30 pm Members' Meeting at Steyn ing. Meet at Steyn ing Museum , 

(0273) 501590 Vicarage Lane, Steyning (T0179 112) . Vis i~ to the museum ' s 
M111s Group: new building, followed by video o f Blaber's Foundry,


Ctlairman 8. Pike, Stream Co ttage, .coggins Mill , Mayfield, East Sussex 
 Brigh t on. Contact Diana DUIden (0903 813603) 

TN2U 5UP (0435) 873357 


Secretary D.n. Cox, 3 i1iddle Road, Far l ridge Green, Horsham RH13 8JII 
 : ~ turday 17 August 11 am 	 Mills Mystery Tour. Meet at Woods Mi ll, Henfield 
(TQ218137). Contact D.H. Cox (0~ 03 711137) 


Commi ttee F. Gre gD ry, P. Hill, J. M4ddle, P. Pearce, S. PottE'r, T. M.lrtin 

(0403) 711137 

~nday 22 September 2 pm 	 Visit to Hastings led by Steve Peak. Mee t at the big 
anchor adjacent to the Fisherman's Museum, Rock-a-Nore 

Area SecretBxi es Road. Car park is at end of road at TQ828094. Numoers 
"Easte rn Area ­ restricted to 30. Contact J.S.F. Blackwell (0273
Western Area A.M. Palme f , 11 	 Arlington Close, Goring by See , Worthin~ 8N12 4Sr \ 557674)

(090) 50552G 
Central Area J . S. F. Black~ell, 21 Hythe Hoad, Rrighton BNl 6JR (0273) 557674 ~und~ y 5 October Mills Group Meeting. Far de tails see later Newsletter. 
Northern Area E.W. Henoery, 10 Mole Close, Lanqlev Green, Crawley (0293) 23481 S~turda v 19 October 2.30 pm 	 Visit to Brighton Railway Museum, off Hi ghcro ft Villas 

(TQ302060), followed by talk on the L.B.S. C.R. to com­
COI'IMI TTEE MEMBERS memorate the 150th Anniversary of the opening of the
B. Austen, 8r lg . A . E . aa~ter, Mrs.P.M. 6racher, C.ilryan, D.H.Co~, Mrs. D.Durden. London to Brighton railway line. Contact R.G. Martin 
F .~. Gregarv . E.W. Henbery, P.J.HolthHn, G.E.F.Mead, R.M. Palme r, G. G. Thomerson, (0273 303805)
l~ . f . HQhe . 

Copy for the Newsletter should be sent to: 53tur d~y 23 November 2.3Q pm A.G.M. at Friends Meeting House, Friars Walk, Lewes 

5 . G. "fhomerson, 42 Gander rii11, 	 HaYtOards Heath, "Wst Sussex RH15 lRD (0444) 450722 (TQ418100), followed by a talk 

r Or all visits it is !~?ORTANT that the contact person knows haw many peoole are coming,
Copy fo r :OH 11s G!"DUO section 3houl'J he -sen i. to O. h . Co.x wnose ad dress is ~bove. , U please 12 t him kn~w at least 	7 days before the visit of your int~ntion t~ Jtten~. 

L>ITEST :JJjTt: rOR COpy "OR .:lULl \[)rS,.£HER 15 lOth ':;uf.JE 159'. 
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Otn e r dotes of intBres t to our memoers 3re: -

Sa turde V l1 r-laV 10.30 am 	 "Rural Trade,. In Sussex ". Tu tor : Molly Beswi!:k. 
8eacon School Adul t Edu cat lon Office , East Beeches 
Road, Crowborough . Detai l s from Uni versity of Sussex 
Centre f OT Continui ng Education 0273-678025 . 

Sunday 12 May 2.30 pm 	 The Brunswick are~. Q walk l ed by Dr. Sue Berry. 
Meet et Hempton ~ :, ..ce Pos t Offi ce, 142 Western Road, 
Bri gh ton. 

Sunday 20 June 2.30 pm 	 The Copperas Gap. A walk led by Geof f Mead. Meet 
at traffic lights at south end of Church Road, Por ts­
lade (last two items - local history 9rouP ). 

Sa turda y 1 June 10.00 em - 5.00 pm CCE/SAS Day School, University of Sussex. 
"Bricks and tiles in Susss x from Roman times t o present 
day". Tutor: Molly Beswick. 
Dp.tllils from Centre for Continuing E.ducation 027j, 
678025. \ , 

AlA Annuel Conference 

The above conference wil l be held at the 81ack Coun~y Museum Dudley from 13-1 5 
September ",ith a programme of vl sits to local places of lA interest from 9-13 September. 
Accommoda tion ~il l be at the Wolv e rhampton Polytechnic campus. Appl icat ion forms a re 
availeble from Ron Martin our General Honora ry Secretary and must be r eceive[J by the 
organisers by 19 April to Qusl1fy for the £5 re[Jueticrn concession to "'embers of 
affilIated societ1es. 

11ARCE l DESOUTTER. VISrO NIlRV Ut GATWICK 

Many SIAS members will ",ant to attend the CroyU(7n AirDo:' t :ociet y ls seccrnd meetin'l at 
the Gatwick Sterlinq Hotel en fuesClay .: ~ :,pr i I ... I '~ n th t<r~ ~i 11 be an illustra t ed tal.k 
by Denis Desouttt:' r a bout hi ~ r.. t r,ur. I'ln n:~ l. . ,ho W'l., a t t he h"lm or the company which 
owned Gatwick r or nI!Il rly t loJun LV y l!"H~ . MIJ '~ Lnnl' Lh" t, hi ~ av iatlon life encompassed 
thr e~ 8~ rOnr Um~" In fortv yr~r 

,H U >! 111!!Jnu tt l'1 :'01" d Illn",· ,, ! ,ll r m,,,, .I t Ilcnr;on before t he Great war . He re- entered 
i r~r~1 L manu f actu re In t h" l~ t p 19~Os at Croydon but the DepreSSion saw t he f ailuro 

" ,. Ills mll jor cuatom!: r and ultimately his compa ny . 1n 1934 ~,e got beck into aViation 
d~ tlu" ina5" ManaQer of AI rports Ltd, t he companv w"'ieh own"d Gatwlck and Gravesl!.nd . 
In 1935 Marcel became Joint Managi ng Direcror o f the company and s ol e Mana ging Director 
from the following year. He con tinued ~t t he he!l rn o'f 'the company until hi s dea th in 
1952. This is only an ou tline of t~arcel Desoutter's fascinating story - more det~' ls 
can also be found in John King's e~tensLve account in issue 16 of Sussex Industri( 
History. 

The meeting which is sponsored by Lynton, a company in thQ BM\ I)roup, and 8AA Hotels , 

bB'gins a t a pm i. n the Desoutter Sui te of the four-~t ;ll' Stcrlin'l Hotel which adjoins 

iia t wick's Nor th TerminaL The meeting is free t:l !)IAS r.;",noer'l <Ind their frIends; 

a nd c oFFee/tea (free!) will be availaole fro", I'J. -SO. 


It is also expec ted that a statement ,"il1 tw "" thr ~t ln q by a repre5l?ntd t ivo 

of Lvnton about the future of t n ~ B~pni ur . 


If you :Jre not 3Ur!? 1:?,I((] c tly w"" r~ ·_h ,., . rn31 1v quite e 3sy to qe t to . 

I t is obviously ~ :t::iy fnr :Jl.l nV ;~,..m tl ~·"I·' I t~~1 11 I. ." ';a~ ," i ck in which cas e fo llow 

the ~iQn~ to the :m r t n "1' ,~ :·tR tion . Th is wil l take yo u on 

1:0 t~e uri'Jl! rl c"1 ~.. ,u ... ·. t ",hi en :onnec ~s (f ree!) the Lw " 

t d rFllina ls. .., ;;<.In '', H." ',' . : .105 :., :.-. t '12 notal . 50 ;J IL o'.J =3 

lir.tl~ ~x.L:''' t . .. "u;. 


If you come b y car on the M23, t a ke the Junc tion 9 Exi t 3nd f ol low th e signs t o th e 
No r~ h Terminal . I f VDU co me on t he A23, ta k ~ t h2 Ga lwj c ~ tu r n- off Dnd fol l ow t he 
s i gns t o t he No rrn Te r mi nal . Ca r parki ng wil l be a ua llaole boCh I n t he t erm ina l 
aOjD i ning t he hotel a nd in th e l a r ge r ,u l ti - s to r e v wh ic h i s connected t o the note l . 
The ca r par ks are not f=ee , bu t t here b! il1 be a 25% reduc ti o n fo r SI ns memberG a nd 
t he i r friends . 

Our f r i ends in the C ~Qydo n Ai rpo r t Soci et y now ha ve mem~e r~h lp in "xc~ ss of 600 ~ut 
mem bers hi o i s ope n a gai n 3 nd de t a i ls ca n be ob t a i ned f r om Mi ke Mar sna ll at 15 Wa r nh am 
Cou rt Road , Ca Tshal t on S(l,5 3L Z. 

BRITAIN ' S WORLD WAR rwo DEFENCES 

A symposium on tne r emai n j ng ~hy~ i ca l evi de nce o f th is countr y 's anti- i nvasi on 
preoarat i ons is to be held a t Su r rey Universi t y on 2 No vember 199 1. 

t i s t o 0" hostec by t he Su r r ey Indust r i a l. Hi s to ry Gr!lup a ss i s t e d by membe rs of t he 

' t r "s s Study GI'OUp, t he Un i t e d Ki ngdom For ti ficat i ons Cl ub a nd the Ke nt De fenc e 

~ea r c h Group . Topics t o be covered i nc l u de th e h istor y, co ns t ruc t io n a ~d armament 

e f th"s e dere nces which i ncorporate th e de fe nce l i nes whi ch crossed the count rys i de with 
ditche 9 and other obstac l e s, esp ec i al l y t he ubi qui t ous pi l l box es , a nd a vari e ty o f 
oth e r wOlks . 

These will be f ollowed by presentati ons of suruey results on one Df th e mos t importa nt 
of these defensive 11nes , a nd ano the r on progress s a f~r on ~h~ Surrey sur vey , The 
final s peaker ~ i ll outli ne t he need fo r a na t i onal sur vey of t hes e disappear i ng historic 
monumen ts , a nd suggest a s tanca r d f orma t f o r s uch a n unde r tak i ng . 

The symposium wil l be opened with a prese nta ti on by H~ n r y Wi l ls, th e a u tho r of 
Pi l lbox es a study o f U. K. defences '9~O e n wha~ s ta r ted h is i n te re 9t in the 

_ ~ _ c, __ _ 

pe c iod of our n15Lo ry. Ot her s pe ak e rs wi l l 
J . R. E. Hami l to n- Baillie on cons t ruction , 

Th e cos t of the symp osi um wil l be £6 , 00 per per s on ( e xcl UD i ng l unch ) a nd f urther decail s 
may be ob t a ine d from t he a dDress below on r e ceip . of a self a d[J reosed e nve l ope . I . is 
a l so pl a nne d t hat a f i e l d tri p "'i l l take pl ace o n the fol lowi ng da y t o l oca l si t es o f 
interes t , a l , hough this wi l l no t be a for ma l par t of t he symposium and i ndiv i duals 
shoul d make the i r own ar r angements f or over ni ght accommodat ion . 

Please con t act Gord on Know les, SI HG , 7 Squirrels Green, Great Bo okh am, Lea therhead , 
5ur rev KT23 3LE , Tel eph one 0 372- 458 396, f or further i nf ormation and an appli ca t i on form. 

I L PA SH LE Y - PIO NEER AVI ATOR 

rhe r e is t o be a s pe ci al exhibition at the Msrlipins Muse um in Shorehsm fro m 1 Ma y to 

commemorate the ce n t e nar y of the bi rth of the pioneer aviato r Cec il Law r e nce Pas hl e y 

o f Shoreham . Tile e xh i bit i on wi ll cove r the early hi s tory of 5ho reh am a2fo d ro me , tne 

aevelooment of fly i ng and e spec ia l l y the car e e r of Pa sh l ey . 


Ih e e.~ib i t i o n is being a rra nged by the Susse x archaeo lo gy Socie ty and t he Sha reham 

SOCiety . Mis Syl u iR Adams wh o : s ~ork ing on 3 biogra phy o f P,oh l e y w: ll be s upp ly i ng 

most o f t he material . 


I n alJrlllio n t o me exh i bi tion n'~ r e i s t o be a special Pas hl e'l Commemora ti on " fly -i n" 

o r" i l)r't aircr<J f t LO Shoreham on Su nd" lJ ' 2 Na y organi se d bV the Pop ular Flv l n 

f\ ssoti ~ Lion . 


http:Gravesl!.nd
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fHE ALL EN 

Late 1990 s aw the f inal demise of t he Alien Wes t Sho rt-Circu it Te s ti ng an ~ P r ~vin g 

St a t io n a t Mou les coomb e Wa y, Br i gh to n. Commissioni ng start ed dur i ng the Al iEn We s t 
Gold e n lub ilee yea r ( 1960) , the highly complex test and mea s u re me nt eq uip me nt being 
des i gne d fo r i nvesti gati ons into arc cont r ol a nd electromag ne tic f o r ce as pects of 
mot or control and switchgea r . 

Carr ying out this commiss ionin g and running the station was the respons ibi lity o f the 
wr iter until his retirement in 1987 when a high l y o r ga ni sed a r r angeme nt capable of 
independent national certification e x i sted. This had b rou gh t t he s t a tion unde r t he 
a uspices of th e Association of Short- Ci rcu it Testin g Au t hor i t i e s as prOba bl y t ns bes t 
o f its type in the country. How eve r tn ings did not la st a nd by 1988 al l was Fi ni sheo . 

The plant and incoming caol ing was by control gea r standards massive. The mai n tes t 
suppl y was from a 27MVA 3.3kV salient pol e moto r generator conne c ted to gether with an 
excite r se t to the local Seeboard. These machi nes were in the baseme nt o f the No 5 
Building of AlIen West, toge ther with thre e 2MVA transformers and two 4500 amp me r c 
arc rectifiers. 

The ground floor and testing a r ea conta i ned a s t rongly r e i nforced t es t ce l l capable of 
with s tanding tests on busbar s , f us es , contac ts e tc up t o 90 , 000 amps. Adjacen t was a 
large r ei nforced electrical reactor a nd i nduc tor load a rea. ~l l were protecteo by a 
c omple x CO fire control syst em . ~ux iliaTY apparatus included smaller machines and a

2 
~ i ~ h ly organised calibration labor fi :ory. 

Th e firm o f AlIen West has under eone ma ny changes si nce its inception in 19 10 bu t is 
probably mos t r eme mb ered for it s ~ork 8S a radar/HF DF producer from 1939 to 194 5 and 
later for the 13 years as a s uos idiary of the General El ectric Compa ny of America. 

K. A. GOODCHllD 

BRI GHTorv 150 

Th is year marks the 150th anniversary of the ope ni ng o f t he Londo n-Brighto n Railway 
a nd one hopes that "Ne twork Southeas t" as we ll as th is Soc ie ty will mark it app r opr iatel y. 
A century and a half ago the ev e nt was awai ted wi th kee n a nticipati on and a lo c~~. ~C· p2 ~ 

t he Brighton Ga ze t te, ha d its reporter out a nd abou t and f rom this source the f ollowing 
chronic l e is extracte d. 

The hranch from Bri ghton to Shoreha m was "opened" in August 1840 but as the follOWing 
notice, still being adver tised in t he Gazette at the beginning of 1841 shows, the coa l 
traffic from Kings ton Wharf was not yet ope r ative:­

"the Company convey goods and merchandize from Shoreham and Kingston Wharf 
to Brighton, arrangeme nts are being made for carrying Coal s on the line 
and will be announced to the Publ i c when completed. Th e Luggage train 
will commence running from Brighton at si x O'clock i n th e morning and run 
between !l righton and Ki ngston at intervals of a oout e ve ry two hou r s until 
fo u e o'clock in the afternoon. Goods and pa ckages I n te nde d to be ~a rried 

between Brighton and Sho r eham will be sent by the Passenge r Tra ins. " 

KIngs ton Wharf Sho r eham 
Auqus t 25 t h 1340 

fhe year 1841 started wi th two fata l accidents, the firs t o n New Year' s Day when a wor ks 
train pass ing through Foll y Hi ll t unnel Just south o f Haywards He a t h Station brought 
dow n the ro of, s u fFoca ting three men . It appears feom t he inq ues t de ta ils , attende 
of c our s e oy the local r eporLer , that tne bore ~as small , 'r Ln e ~ :ag i n 9 fo r brir ~ 

lin i ng was i n place ; a no e nQine~ hed to ~o~er theIr fu nne l s by mEa n" of ~ ":3ck onu 

-4­

this occ<Jsian "t :cas raH lO4Je-e-l l.i1tn fat:!l conSeIlUI!'l,:es. rh 
d~~ th'! ....:l·;~ B 't:'~!.~and cd \Sp) en th~ cnlmnev (oeonan~ • 

:rc'-,"n tG he U:-j~~1 in aIm:'" tc a~ tlawing ~au_e~ a ~umQn de~t~. 

The ~ecor'd iI1~ues ! held nt ~~ecombe .5~ rJ w35 rep~r - (1a ~ -,~ ~a:attc of 2~ Jonl13r; d~ 
f Oi!CWS: ­

"InquEst Cl" ThcmiJS Slmpscn ageu th.rt.~,1 ::4 1ner ,r: cc.nnec.tio n of aCC.1Q£'nt in 
Clayton rL6f1n_~l ~hC'rE a ne III !en',tn ..,a:~ In preD~ra1.1Qn fot- t,he tU11",ltlg pf 
~I,t! briLk ;,rch ilnd ,~;;~ ~.I..: r'.jrt·d in the same n.t!nn~r 3,:i. t:1E ~r.ijst a~nrayed 

modes of I.unnellillq - the =uoer:llcuI"bfint eElrth O(!lng<ept in i L~ pl.!!ce bV 
a temr;OT.Jty :Jr.t, .of 5trcnn tl"'Ut!'. ~no tnat ,)..,lnq prao.;blv Le the wet 
UiEia:Jlcr at 'JU~'lt rllf pa::t. s ,.: '~li or' a ::~Jdrl[;f' lL~Et. a :.ill0t I rmn a Gu n" 
:::nme ef t.,~ ti~t.er': ;lnd a l3:yE ~I ""!f1ti "_y er e Jrtn f'vll 'JpOil f;l9 a~~l:!n5et: 

nd r:a". ~ oth8r me'!, .:;rr.dsh! ng the form(~!' tD ~iec8s and severe!'} inJl.l rlng 
two a~h2!"s.!I 

ne .,nilt;;holaers half-yearly c,eilun0 held on 27 Januar'i :t wa" re~.Hted tnilt 126,43tO 
. scnqer! haj ~een carried E,nCt; openin~, In aUQus:. on th. 5horeham branch. By t~e 

;'1al"ch thE ~"w ih'jCjr,tcn SLotl--:n _.ault1 ~'e Tendy to receIVE coals. [lie total 
f ~Ie 11~~ ~as ~Bt'~~t"O :0 t~ l1.99o,OOD reduced ~y C3 5C,Joo I'or the purchase of 

e aiet', I'alr) or ttle 1 ins b8t:.JE!en ':rcyoon I!nd Redh1!~. Cl<l'lton tunnEl w63 only 323 
varo~ unftn~9ne~. anb Balcambc f.ntsnEO ~ith the e~ceotian of eight varU3 at . rne north 
£!ntl'ance. 

A n.' tJ e of "D~li::;)~iun to Pe;Lamen: anOei1l'eo ire cellruDrV for lei3V~ to bring a bill 
(or ~~aKing 0 Rallway from E Junctlon ~1tll t~e London anJ 3rlghtan und~r =Gnst;uc~lonr 

in or near to 3 certain fleld In the parisn of Horlev - ~nd to tErm~nat2 at or near ;he 
northnrn s11e of East Street Hcr3nam". 
The notice ",as signel: t lV G • fl fa~thfllll wt1l1 ",ere sol:cl ~cr5 to the BT~ or ton allwB V 
so ~vEn b2fcre a revenue earning train :en the proprletors were loakinl to eKcanslcn. 

Ga:ette FeDrua~v 

Whllst ccnDt~uctlon ~B5 aporc3ching iLa fin~! phases on the main lins, on the Shoreham 
~ranch it up· business as USUil! w.th tne rQl!D~lng notice aopear : no dated 1 March 184" 

"Tender for coals, to :ontract for 5uoplying ene hL'O:u~ tons ef the best 
Tdnfleld Moor Coals monthlv for Si X calendar mcntt:." 

On It March it ~"s cunrldent!, repo"ted th~t 

"At Cleyton the tunne l is nearly finlsheo and th~ line will be comot~ted from 
Bl'lghton to Lhc H"sso~ks ",taUon in June leaving t .. e sl')a11 pOT'tion of line 
from HrBsoLks tCl r18yusrds he,,~h unfinished . I n this P'3rt of the railway 
occurs the contr3ct "aken by r··r fhornton lncluoif'Q the VaJe Pool Viaduct 
(north of tne present Wivelsfie1d Station ) a ~tupendous wor k ~hat will be an 
ornament to thE! nei;hbourhooo in whicn it is situated . This WorK wIth 90me 

unusuall, heavy cutting 3nd emoankment~ wi:l be t he last to be completed but 
""Fn '.hese ",,11 be really rl:'r the apenln or" tne 11 ne thT!lI-I~hout by August 
",~.( t. 11 

For the 25 N;)rch edItion our intrepid reDoners had [jeen Ol!t ~nO "DOur again visi ting 

th~ ,or. s sUuth of Hayw3rcts He.th : 


·On visitI ng t he fipot a r~w llays ~oo wE ",ere pJ~ased t~ see LhJt a ~la n of 
jrawinq the eart h up th, enor~ous slopes of th ' s cutting h~6 been ~dopted to 
3v,:tid the dan(jp.r at. ~ p.n(..'ant upon : i1'2 mode wl'l i o::r. "os~ of the inhabi ran'",S n' - t~is 

town (aright;;,,] wJ ~.;. r; 1Tll' tJ~. --,25 l,n use fO;; n si;'li13!"" PU:UOS J..! of the i'Jl J 

:ngland Cut~l i'lf] Of :.ne ....:ncrE.· ~i " .".,,01:1'1 er" t. __ .tJi 1,1.1:1 1/ . l .... hE!::' ~en ... C!:~ tu l1e 

-5­



seen ascena i ng and descendi ng a p l a nk placed on th e s l op e supported it 
i s true by me a ns of 3 rop e atta ~hed f rom the; r ba r r ow s bu t s ti l l i n SUCll 

a precarious ma nner as to e xc ite in tne beholder a shudde r i ng app rehens io n 
for th ~ir safet y. All t his is to be avoided by a Dimpl e con t r i va nce Whi c h 
al s o fac i lita t es t he remo val o f t ne ear t n . R t riangu l ar stage with t he 
up pe r bed hor izo nta l a nd l ar ge e nough to ta ke t h r e e or fou r Darr ows ana 3 

s ec ond s i de i n t he s ame a ngle as the slope is dr3w n up tne inc lined p la ne 
by means of horse power, at the same time I "cond s t age is desce nding with 
the empty barrows. I1 

r To be continued ) 
JOHN BLACKWELL 

EXPERIMENTA L PNEUMA TIC RA IL WAY 

I n th e 186 0 ' 5 Sir Thoma s Rammel , ~ famous Vi~tor ia n eng inee r , ma de e xpe ri ments with a 
p neumat i c r ailwa y carriage dr i ve n a nd suckeO through a tunnel b y a i r pressure f rom a 
hu ge Fa n. The concep t o f a pneumatic railway on this ori nciple was proved by his 
e xpe rimen t s , but ba nkr up tc y of his sponsor prevented Ra mmel f r om complet in g h is dr 
of a comme rc i a l u nderground r ailway free from smo ke , no i se a nd ocher hazards. 

Th e pro jec t at Crys t a l Palace was subsequently los t sight of, snd defied searches by 
rai l wa y en thu!iea t s and t he Greater Londo n Council , until it was rediscovered recently 
b y Marq ui s du St Empire , a German ba r n archaeologist ~hoge ma i n interests were in old 
fl i n t mi nes , earl y i ndus trial chalk quarries , and subterranea n brick structu res . 
The re we r e no p la ns far him to work fro m, as 60me were destroyeD in the Crystal Palace 
fi re o f 193b , and the res t as a result of wartime bombi ng. 

The r-\arq ui s wa ~ "i~"d b y th e dry summe r of 1989 whi ch lef t t he gras s ao ove the damp 
tu nne l greener tnan t he s ~ o r c ned grass arouno I t . This e na b l 2d hi m to see t he rou t e 
or t he t u nnel . Th i s r oute was co nfir med b y 2erlal and ground photog r aphs together wi th 
o ld newspaper raOO ' "9 . The team bega n excav8"i ons aco u t 4 5 metres f r om the Sydenham 
uppe r station end excav a ted t h r ough nearl y 2 me tr es o f heavy wate rlogged clay. Al l the y 
found was t ne ~Etallad and b r i ck base a nd two or three course s of t he brick wa l l . 
Almost the e n t ire b r i c k s upe r str uc . ure o f t he tunnel ha d be e n removed lon g a go . The 
brickwork had been of a ve ry h igh q ual ity. 

Tra c kbed sl eepers were of p ine a nd la i d longit udi nally . They we r e probabl y arr anged 
tha t way to f i t tigh tly into t he t unne l floo r and mi nimise latera l moveme nt. ThoSL 
discov ered by the ex cava t i ons f i tted s nugly t ogether a nd a ppea re d t o be the work of 3 

as ter carpenter. One f regme nt of mate ri a l f o und may ha ve been part o f t ne vacuu m 
sea l betwee n the carriage end t he wall o f the tunne l . The s e lea th e r 3eals ha d to be 
rea sed regularly to remai n supp l e and we re o f ten dev ou red b y rats . 

Se vera l fac t s ha ve been esta bli s hed by t hese i nve s tiga tions. The tunnel wa s buil~y 

c u t an d cov er methods and t he t ra ck was of sta ndard ga uge. Tnere were drai nage 
prob lems fr om the start, as a dra i nage p i pe had been la i d a long the tra ck betwee n • 
rail s . It was thou ght that the car r i age ma y be f ound in t he br i cked up t u nne l, bu t 
t ni s p r ove d no t t o o~ the case . J I. i s now be l ieved that the power source was nired 
a na tha t the car r iage was sola f or scra p . 

Tne e~perime n tal carriage carried up to 35 people a t a time who paid bp for a return 
ride ov er tne 550 metres of tunne l betwee n tne Syoer1helfl ant! Pange gates of the Cr ystal 
Palace . 

The Crystal Palace experiment was the last or the atmosph8ri~ ]"311",aV5 to ne built 1n 
8ritai n . The p neult".atic railway concept beea,,"e 8"Hnct with ~he ;~dv"n t of elect-ic::'( 
in the Londo n Underground 9y5Lem , but pate n~ was effec~jvely slalen when. pneumati= 
lille was !:luiJ t undEr Bro"t!wilV in New ',ork Cl tv , uS". 

,Thls U:l1m has OEen ~,tracted ',Om th e ',e'~ CL v l1 Enillnee~ of '12 IJccember 1989 , <llld1V 
:noviCed DV t:. T.e. "1,Jr~i '~ ) 

-c­

::Ri GHTDN UN THE ESCALATOR - WH1 CH 

Dr fo ny F i eldi n~ of t tl e Univ e r s i t y of Sussex ga ve a n interesting paoe r t o thE 
Geogra phical ~ssoci at i o n in Hove in Ja nu~ ry ( thiS w"s a summa ry o f th e paper he 
deli vered a ~ the Ins ti t ute o f Br i ti s h 3eographe rs in Sheffield, where his r esea rch 
in mi gra tion wo n h im a head line in The Indepe ncent ) . 

Or Fieldi ng has been l ooking a t popu la tion move me nt s within and int o England and Wa l es, 
h is findi n gs - gr ea t l y co ndens eO - were t ha t t he South East Region ( Greater London a nd 
i ts pe I" ip he r al c ou nties) is more t ha n eve r t he de s tina ti on of " s erv ice !' c lass perso nnel 
(ma nagers , p r~ fe s sio nal s e tc ) . He de f i ne s the a r e a as being an ' Escalato r Region' , 
tha t i s one t ha t a spir ing mi gr a n t s have t o be in t o further t he ir p r ospec t s and ca r ee r s. 
These mi gr a nt s arE p r edomin,n t l y wh i te , male , highl y edu ~" t e d, yo ung, prope r ty aw ni ng 
and on t he way-up. 

The draw of Londo n b r ings In mi gran t s to the area fro m Eng l a nD a nd Uales, the rest of 
thE Bri t i sh IslES , Europe and the Carr.monwea lth ; t h is p re ssure on j ob s , ho us ing , r oads, 
-rvi ces e t c is bei ng f elt kee nl y i n the regi on. Of fic e de vel opment in Lo ndo n nOt able 

) e contained i n tne Cit y , s p i l ls ov e r i n t o a r e2S suc h as Spi t alf lelds; hous i ng , unab le 
~ cope wi t h the Doom in dema nd for sm"rt neighbou rhoods, ' ge ntrifies' for~er i ndustrial 

zones eg Do c kla nds and Sou thwa rk . 

Towns withi n the region with exi sting commer c ial faciliti es f ind their Centra l 3us iness 
Dis t r i c t s (C.B.D . 1 r a p i dl y de ve loping , s pi lling o ut into t he i r surro undi ng a r eas, whic h 
undergo some s tartling changes . Ihes e Zones In Tra n5i t ion (2 . [ .T.) of ten contai n much 
of a town' S o lder, t h~reb y histo r i c , i nous tr y _ 

Ihe rapid gr owth in cre di t , esp ec i al ly in the Sou th East has ~"~ n a compatible rise i n 
f i nance a nd c ammerce based c ompani 25 e g Su n Alli a nc e in Hor s h tJrn . I . ar~ ,: r sentres s uch 
"5 Br i gh t on ha ve seen their Z.T .T. change eve n faster, with ~ rap • . ] er c3io n anD c:Jlla~ ,' ~ 

o f ma nu fa c t uri ng leading to who lesale c l ea rances and subse a wRnt office de velop~ " nt. 


Br igh ton nas deve loped as a r eg ional co mme rcial c~ntre with Kmerica n Express, TSS, Lloy ds 

I n ter na t ional , Tr ustca rd - to name only the largest - all locating in the former 

indus t r : ~ ~ belt cons t ituting the Z.I. T. 


The contin ui n" _~~inance of London as the powerhouse of t he Esca lator Region in a wide 
r ~ ~~e of services ensures a similar 'spillover' growth in Br i ghton; huge offi ce c omple x e~ 

ri s ing around th e station with planned developments poiser. ne a r by on the old Hudsons 
De pos i tory in Station Street, in an old bonded store site in Frederick Place and the old 
Unigate Depot i n Nor th Gardens. These are all in the old in dus trial heartland of the 
North Laine, rapidly succumbing to a pincer attack of commerc ia l property high rises and 
expensi ve designer fashion shops . 

am not dec r ying thi s urban change - as an urban social geographer I am fascinated by 
" mechanics of cha nge - but I am concerned by the wholesale obliteration of ou r 

Jstrial heritage . I am certain it is even worse in areas of the country where 

rrrdustry was formerly do minant (the BBC Radio Four News on 27 Jan 91 stated that only 

f our coal mines were le ft in S. Wales) but in Brighton where the industry was widespread 

and small scale the change is less reported. 


Members should be aware of these changes and ensure that any historic industr ia l remai ns 

o f a ny s ort and an y age are recorded for posterity. The Hon. Sec. can supply t he forms 

req~ed. Pl ease-ensure you protect your area's hi e t o rical heritage for forthcoming 

research"rs and for the benefit of members yet to come. 


Brighton ,, '; be in the t .:,;da tor Region bu t ma ny industrial s ties have di sappeare d down 

the lift shaf tl 


~cOFF PE 'f l·lEAD 
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Behind t he ~ c e nes much work has bee n going on with the conservation and docume ntationTHE BLUE FL I NT - A POS TSCRIP T 
o f ex hi bits , a lo ng ~ i th t he de velopment of policy doc ume nts acceptable to the Museums 
a nd Ga l ler i e s Co mmi ss ion for the purpos es o f museum registration, the forms for whi chIn SIAS Newsletter 66 (April 1990) I wrote a piece on the collection of blue flint 

fr om Rye Har bour and Newhaven, and as t his ma t erial ended up in glaze for the Stoke are now with US~ 

potteries t h e article resulted in an interesting letter from Major Gould e n of Horam 
We now have a f ull supply of Gur leaflets and poste rs for the 1991 season. This yearManor Farm, E. Sussex. 
mor e than ever we need to publicise the Museum as widely as possible. If there is 
anywhere at all where you could get one of our posters put up or our lea fl e ts displayed:"The flint business was active at Newhaven up to '11 . It was a c ommo n sight to see two 
at work, in local shops, at yo ur ga r a ge etc., then please either call in to the Museumto four men with baskets collecting the f l i n t on the beac h at the back of the breakwater . 
office, write aT ring, and we wi ll ge t them to you . Please contact Amberl ey ChalkThere was a light railway running along the boc k o f the beach under the cl i ffs and the 
Pits Mu s e um , Houghton Brid ge, Amberley, Arundel, West Sussex BN l 8 9LT, telephone Burymen tipped their baskets into the hopper trucks whi ch we r e then pushed along to the con­

crete area adjacent to the standard railway sidings from which the railway branched off ( 0798) 831370. Thank you. 

up the breakwater. There were one or two bays made fr om o ld sleepers where the flints HoWARD STENNI ~JG 
were collected. It was not co ntinuous work, they would be there for days or weeks, DEPUTY DIREC TOR 
then vanish. 

My mother tol d me that they were used in making the finest bone china but did not tel. ST REE T CHANGES - A BRIGHTON EXM1PLE 
me where they wen t . 

J m often s truck by the way the character of areas change s particularly those areas 
We often played there, and sometime s after dark would a muse ours e lves by throwing s ~ . s """ a t formerly contained small industrial premises . Looking through some old dire ctories 
on the beach to create a minor firework d I spl ay cS they boun ced along and threw up sparks. I was surprised how much industrial activity took place in the Old Town area of Brighton 

and how that ar ea is now almo s t devo id of such activity. 
All the stones there are flint, but the only ones collected wer e the blue-grey ones, 
generally round or oval. I earnt my pocket rnun ey by ~combing" on that be ac h, but never Pikes Directory 1926 is the oldest one I ha ve and that shows for Little East Street a wid e 
tried stone-picking, the r ound baskets were too heavy." r a nge of trades:­

At a recent industrial archaeology day school I wa s informe d that a museum in Etruria, 1 Cutler & Co factory (l a ~ i es hair requisites - I believe! )
Stoke-on-Trent has information on the use of the f lint whe n it arri ves at its dest i nation. 2,3 T. He rbert - bootmaker 
I will be contacting them for further heep in this research. 6 n. h ~drews - rope d2aler 

GEoFFREY MEAD B "St a r and Garter'! st ock rooms 
13 Ha wk sley Manufacturing Co - New Indust ries Ltd (no idea of tra de ) 
15 Dea na , Martin & Wiles - trade photographers 

NEWS FROM AMBERLEY CHALK PI TS MUSEUM 19,20 Mrs Che eseman - oyster stores 
21 Miss Taylor - dressmaker 

Wit~ just a few weeks to go before opening for th e new season on 20 March, our Winter 22 G. Comber - engra ver and illuminator 

work programme is reaching its clima x . Our efforts have been spurred on by the news 24 T. Rolls - wholesale fruiter e r 

that the Museum's bus depot and village garage projects have been placed second in the 
1991 Scania Transport Trust Award scheme. These prestigious awa rds are to recognise By 1938 Pikes was l i sting the f ollowing:­

and encourage the preservation of transport in this country, and we are delighted to have 
found ourselves so well Rlaced. 2,3 J. Beale - dining rooms 

4 T.C. Herbert - toolmaker 

A new exhibition is now in place in the Arundel gin building, outlining the history of G. Comber - engraver 
the build i ng itself, alon g with that of Penfolds of Arundel, from whose Tortington b H. Andrews - rope dealer 

Ironworks site the building came. Other local companies are also featured, including 8 "Star & Ga rter" stock rooms, 
20 Diamond Edge - wholesale hairdressers sundriesmen, electrical

) engineers, general grinding 

Other new developments are a small preliminar y exhibition in the information centre 
building in our car park. This focuses on the nearby river, railway station and turn-

Carter Brothers of Billingshurst, and oakley's Foundry at Hurst Green. 

However post-war Little East Street was still in decline and in Kelly's 1951:­

pike road, which in earlier years made such great contributions to the success of the 
site as a chalk quarry and lime works. E. Hodgkinson - decorator 

2,3 A. AlIen - dining rooms 

The lobby area leadin g to the audio-visual room will shortly be housing a small 4 G. Camber - engraver 

exhibition on chalk quarr ying , lime-burning, and the Pepper f amily, giving visitors a T. Herbert - toolmaker 

better understanding of our site, and the work that used to be carried out here. 8 I. Hoffman - wholesale gown manufacturers (Star & Garter now li s ted as Kings Road) 

ih e last directory I ha ve is 1969 - the change into ser vi ce indus try IS complete as 

better viewing of the lathes and other mac h i ne t ools, which will be demonstrated as 
Our engineering machine shop has been gr ea tly exte nded and rearranged so as to allow 

Kell y's Directory shows 

frequently as possible. We ha ve a l s o grea tly l mor oved the captioning of ea ch item, a nd 
ad dea a series of display pane ls, ou t l inl nn t he history of machine tools a nd their use. San dw ich Sar 

2, 3 Cho ys Chinese Res t uu ra nt 

- 8 ­ -9­



Reas on & Tickle - e s tat e a ge n ts 
6 Ca r t er - t a i l o r 
8 Pav i l i ~ n Anti que s 

By this dat e demolition of t ne wes t s i de of the st r ee t had t a ke n o l a ce ana i t was a 
t emporary c a r park, eventua l l y i n t he mid 1980 ' s the ~ ig hote l cornplex and new coun c i l 
offices we r e built on thi s side . The ~as t Si OB be i nq now 

Chinese Her ba list and groce r 
2,3 Choys Chinese Restaurant 
4 Flet c hers - business transfer agents 
6 Blues Brothers restau r an t 
8 Spanish Tapas restaurant 

This stre et by st reet analysis of in dus t r ial ac t iv i ty change ca n be very re veali ng , 
reflec ting as i t does a br oe der loc a l a nd nat io nal p ic t ure a nd ~r in g i n g t o our 
researches a sobe r in g tho ugh t , t ha t much change t a ke s p l ace unre co r de d . Th i s i s 
particularly so in t he pe r iod after 1974 when Ke lly ' s Di r ecto r i es cease , a nd a muc h 
more di fficult period is encountere d using Yell ow Page~ and Thomps on ' g Di r ecto r i ~ s 

. ~ 

I have chosen a tiny street in the hea rt of Br igh t on 's to ur i s t zone, bu t I would be 
interested in seeing examples from othe r membe rs own t GWn - or vill age - areas . 

GEOFFREY 11EAD 

BRICK 'FROG MARKS' 

Twelve months ago I put out what I said was mV l as t appea l for information in 
connecti on with the forthcoming book Brickmaking in Sussex and so I apol ogise for 
r eturning to the subject of bricks yet again. 

It has be en decid ed to include an appendix dealing with the 'frog marks' used bV Susse x 
brickmakers and r feel sure that members wi ll be aole to add to the li s t of the one s 
alr'eadY known. The' frog ' is, of course, the inde ntation in the top of a brick, 
formed when it is moulded. I t appears in both hand- and machine-moulded bricks and 
often bears no inscription. Howe ver, in the latter part of the 19th centur y , the 
practice grew up of incorporating ei ther t he i nitials or the full name of the manu ­
facturer .. 

The collection of bricks at the Chalk Pits Museum, Amb erley includes the following 
Sussex marks: SUSSEX BRICK CO LTD, SUSSEX BRICK & EST ATES CO LTD, SoUTHWATER, 
WARNHAM R B, WEALDEN, KEYMER, BUTT, RoWFAN T, LION and TROJAN. Other bricks in the 
collection are marked only with initials, s ome of which have been tentati vely 
identifi ed , for e xample: W A as W. Allfrey & Sons, wh.o had works at Hurstpierpoin 
Pulborough and Partridge Green in the 1930s . 

I myself have examples, photographs or drawings of bri c ks marked: DICKER, LUNSFORD 
BEXHILL, SUMNER JUN R CRAWLEY, H W H (probaoly H. Hammo nd of Wapp ingthorn, Ste vning), 
W M ( William Message) and ASHDOWN P . P S B . (Redland, Bex hil l' . 

I(, HWK:l] [8 B] 
! hav e als o Dea n to l d ~ ha ~ t he ~ilmj ngt o n 5rick Co. useC a r e presen t a tion of the 
' Lonq Ma n' as a f rog ma rk . 

- ';:]­

I shoulo be glad t o nav e a note abou t a ny Othe r f ro g-mark ed b riC ks , preferably 
a cc ompa n ie d by e i th e r a photog cap h o r a draw i ng , s howing t he shape o f t he frog 3 

we ll as the ma rk . Pl ease do not o f fe r ne a ny br i ck s ' The Chal k Pi t s Mus e um or your 
loca l museum would prob abl y be please d to hav e them. 

~B I f you fi nd a br i c k with DRAI N on t he 
f a ce , not in the f r og , t hi s aa t es f ~om t he

period oetwe e n 1826 a nd 1850 , whe n b r i c ks used fo r drai n? ge purposes , and c l e arl y
ma rk ed , we r e e xemp t e d f ro m the Br i c k Tax . 

Pl e as e send info rmatio n to: i1 r s M. Beswi c k, Tur ner s House, Turne rs Green , Hea thf i el d,
E. Sussex TN2! 9RB . 

MORE ON DRAGONS 

! woul d li ke to r emi nd mem be r s that 1 em stil l hopi ng o r mo re Sight ings o f drago ns 
now t hat t he wea t he r i s bet t er and you wi ll be out a nd about t a ki ng th e air .
The lis , included :n the Oc tober 1990 News l e tte r No 68 haa been added to as fo l lows : 

BALCO t1BE 


"Ri ngwo od" a nd "The Knoll " , Stockc r oft Road TQ 300)03 2 Idyverns 

JRTHTNG 


Pe n t l ands Nu rS ing Home , .2 Mi ll Roaa TQ 129028 Dragon9 Qu ee ns Roed 
TQ 14 2023 Dr a gon18 Que e ns Road 
TQ 14 202 3 Idy ve r n9 West Av e nue 
TCI 1)0027 Wyve r n 


RANi 


Chase Cot t age , Fr ent Road 
TO 585363 1 Bul l 

I-fAST1NGS 

I Wychnour, Hastings Road Tq 781, 13 5 1 Wy ve r n 

Further t o (·1. J . l epDard 's no t E in th e J anuar y 19 91 News let~er 
No 6 9, t he Wyvern on102 London Road , East Gr i nstea d is s i milar to ones ~ 

Av enue, Worthi ng , P r e sto nDrove , Brighton a nd l idebr ook House . The gr o up at 1 _ 4 
Newchapel Road , L! ngf i eld 

a l so has one s imilar one with t h r e e o t he r di ff e rent ones. 
ordi nar y grouo. This i s ~ qui t e extra-

RO N ~;A R TI 

I 

: i::r.., ~rLLlslet:er I"': Ir'l: rI 
~ fI - ~l :t:. 
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'IJ"':'lX N:lc_ .,.0' r-­

J, n d If: i ! .."hlp~e.
If_eld Io;atcrmlll 

~~~lcn81 Nl11~ O~v 

-2 ')~'I 'j'~'Si 

PleCl5E eet out to suppl:.t ~hl:: e'J~nl to putll"c~s'2 our mHI,.. .Judg Ing 01/ la~; V~"iJr 
moSt. mllls nael a ' ot Cl' people "0 ple3se lIe.s a: ene oi tn~ 00:115 IF yuu "an. 
E,trp ta 'he ll _t in the 13~t nt!wslcU,,- -,ne rollotJing nUL ,.1I1 0" oper to vl'?w. 

(reIn ~.~O t~ 5.00 ~~ by cc~r~ 

Horst~~ 
heynec Wa.~m, 11 r'iR TQ :n/2::!4 .. Ill n2 DP 

t ;ut,te:.d. abGu t. ~ I:'IJ1.I:: no:t!1 C"l:;~hQncc~. one nf our member9. The m; . L o f' Alan i ll ~verdl years a~o nf1 onf~ eT 

of tt;1! 
 llla~e. MembOr5 may rpc311 vl_ltino th s 
f rank I s tours .. 

Minute~ of ~nnuat ~eetin~ 
of 

Suss "ills Ciroup 

Ine mee'ing waS h~ld on ~ridav 1 Feoruary '991 at The Frien~9 ' Vee.:n~ heuoe, L~~es 

st ~t_ng at 8.00 PII'. Th~r" blll:e 16 people preeent. 

The meeting ooened with a ~elcome to ~ll nrEsent by F G~eqG1V. the Ch3irman. an~ 

a regre~ that more people had not attenc~d . 

ApOLogies fa"" ill senee WErE !"celvec! from R. ':;0l1e5, T. Msrtin, iJ. i1a'l Ilnd ~ . r·tudd e. 


last meetlnq 
'I n 12th Januarv 1':91} having been "if::'lJla~ed at theTh e mInutes of tne meeting h~Jd 

'n~ meeting end signed DV the Chair~anm~e~ing were adopted as a true ~ecord of 
2 . Ma=ters Prisi ng 

t hat would not be cov~r~~ by the agenda.Tnere were no ~atte~s arlsln 
3 . Reoort bv the Secreter'/ 

The SEcre ta rv (D.". Cox) repo rted as Fa IJ 0"" • 


" 990 whe~e rp~oTt~ ~2Te glv~nThe a nnual meeting of the g~oup was helo in Janu~rV 
the groun. This bias fc.dow"and the steering comm i t tee bEcame the commlttee f ~ 

~~8 one yac~ncv on the commi tby a talk bV our Chairma n - Fra~k Grsgory. Ther e 

cut this has since been fi Llsa ny Lne co-option Of rim ~Iartin. 

It i s "'lmetimes difficult t o iliffere ntiate between SI~S and 'til s Gm,,!, Func:t:ons 

so nerp is Just a ~ ummBrV of the mai n Group artlulties . 
Wi tnou t a doub t the e f for t by S; ,non fo t ter ' n QI' tti ng RllOio SU5"" " to GEvOtS a 
Saturday morni ng to m~ll~ an the dav ~erore Nati3~~1 Mill s Oay, was our best a~niev~-
ment . (U~ haVE nopes of a repeat tn's Vear . ) 

Th~ m:1_s tm,r in Au qust was as IJopu ar as nver in 50it" or having" ne'" lea~cr . 


' 
rou r mil.s wer~ v ~~Lted - aom~ open ta the puul Lc - 30~~ not . 

Th E! -neE!Lin'l Ilelo at Pol"QaLe " ill i n DeLooer waS well a:tenOe~ am] an e.,ce.'!'n 

aftErnoon of Slides, tal k , vL1em:; a nd a tour of the mill wi~5 J.qZlr~i s:pd bV T~m \~ar:;.in . 

Tb e camrri _t.e-= have met fOL'" .. imi!s dl rlnq : he V~3: iJnd h~v~ d~5L:Ub.sEO man'.; t'lpic";. 

Wt si11_ hope to :a:- oouce a .L.2'.::tflet en Sus ' ~ < rnLl!5 open ·0 ~nE puDl1.s "n( .. e ar~ 

loD,, ~ ng into obt.3.:..ni,o :=0:n2 :ea to!..!.::.""': fn r l.nol.vi.~LJal ;n1..l5 ~~ sell. . lnC! "0_"-':'11:-[:1" 

:lye \ookino for ::OJml'~o,:v ..A.it, t \ r omO ::::p~r'e :~·c anI.] nat ~:"t r; .. c~:'l 73. -':Jr ' "--:uL':H ""1 ,1 :. 

lilt! could tnen 0: _3111 -e ~ '.jt=n IfH')r"t? e'''~I1~~ fa:-, r.H~rr.n~:s , 

4. Report b V t he Chsl rma n 
Fra nk G ~ego r v r e partee that he th ought tha t t he yr oup haD got of f to a gOOd s tart 
and t ha nked al l t he comm i t t "e for che ir er · ons a nd '~or < . H" t ha nke d all for t heir 
~ uppo r t but di d no t f eel t hat he wanted to co ntinue as Cha irma n. 
5 . El ecti o n of Cha irman 
Br ia n P l ke was p r op osed a s Cha i rma n bV Frank Grego rv. Th i s was carr ied una nimousiy. 
8ri a n Pi ke th e n took the chair a nd thank ed all for e lecti ng. hi m. He the n t hank e c 
Frank Greg ory for his t wo vea r s Cha i rmanshi p of the Suss~x Mi l l s Gr oup and ge t t ing th e 
g r oup o f f to a good start. 
6. Elect i on o f Sec~ e tary 

D.H. Cox wa s p r op os e d bV R. Jones a nd sec onaed b y R. Martin. This was car r i ed 
unani t1\o us ly. 
7. El ec ti on o f the Commi ttee 
The f ollowi n g were p r opo sed by T. Yoward ano sec onded by R. Martin:­

P . "i ll J. I~udd le T. Martin P. Pear ce 
S. Potte r F. Gre go ry 

This was ca rri ed unan imously. 
8. 	 Elec t io n of Editor 
'h e r e b e in g no proposals this position was left to the comm i ttee t o f i l l. 

J . An y Ot her Business 
P. Hi ll r eported on the tea towel pos i tion. Now that we had permi SSion to use a 

drawing that was on the Tourist Board leaf l et he was going ahead, and s howe d pr opo sed 

layout. 

D. Cox r e ported that the leaflet was about to be printed a nd should be avai la ble early 

March 199 1_ 

8. Pike r ep orted on his latest COGS meeting. 

P . Pearce re por ted on the problems that High Sal v ington Win dm ill wer E ha vin g wi th a 

house next to the mil l p rop osing to build an "xt"nsion tha t woul n ob s t r uct the i r 

wind. 

Dis c us sion t oo k pla ce on Cr oss-in-Hand Wind mill and He r stmo nc eux Windmi ll . Frank 

Gre gor y a l s o rep ort ed o n Pa~ch am Wlnd~ill being struck by l i gh t ning. 

The meeting c l osed at 5. 45. 

Af ter c offee t he "C handl er Sli des of Mi l l l" were show n and disc usse d . 


Now fo r t he r est of the news . 

Hi9h Sg lvi ngton Windmill 

As r e por te d a t the ir annual me e t ing the Owner of the adjacent p roperty wa nts permi s sion 
to bu i l d a f i r s t f l oo r extension t o provide an extr~ bed r oom , two bath rooms end to i lets . 
This prop"rty i s on t he south wes t side of the windmill ie the side t ha t is ex pe c t e d 
to provide the ~Ds t wi nd to opera t e the mill. Peter Pearce of High Sa l v i ng t on Mil l 
Trust and one of our c ommit t e e , has dlec overed a re ~ort by a Dutch exper t i n wi nd 
tur bul e nc" u round windmills. After sterling work in translating the re por t WE! 
u noers ta nd that there could be p roblems if the e x tension goes ahead. We look for wa r d 

o seeing the outco~e of this important matter and to an article by Peter on this 
r eport. 

Nutley Windmi ll 

This is a r"sume of the report by our Chairman in the Uckfield & District Preserva tion 
Soci " t y Newsletter for January 1991. Last year was successful with a good 
a t t e nda nce o f visitors during th e summer. Storm damage has been re pa i red and canvas 
has be e n hung on tile n"w common sweeps. The shutters to the other two sweeps ha ve 
most l y be" n fitted and repainted (t here are bays for 54 shutt"rs but only 3D ha ve 
been Filted to dat,,). There was hope that they would be nt ce to gr ind some wheat 
dur ing t he l a t ter pa rt of last year bu t the wind did not coi nc ide with the o~ening 
day s . ThlS year work will start on the mill barn to make i t s uitable for use by al l, 
a nd t h Q mill ohouJ d be treat ed on t ne outs i de with o r es e rvat iue . Th e tr"es and 
h" d'leS ~urroundlno t he mill also ne ed s om" at te n t i on . 
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Fu nd r a lsi ng con t i nueu to p~ov j Oe fo r 3 new t ai l pole uni ch r equ ires t o be ext ended 
due t o t he i ncreas e i n ~e i gh t f D r~a r d or : he cen r r e pos ~ c9used Oy rec a i r .Ia r k ov e r 
t oe v e a ~ s . Any hel p ~o ul o bp 3ppreci ateN. 

He r s tmonceu x Windmil l on Windmi ll Hi ll 

The new owner of this mi ll is Wi nOm i l l Hill Te nni s Res or t a nd th e owner has pl a ns t o 
get the mill ba c k in t o wo r ki ng or de r ana co USA ~~~ b~seQe n t as a t ea room cum s ouve ni r 
shop. Thi s wi ll co s t a mera C250 , OOO and p I a" d.e en i c e un t i l t he p r ese nt e co nomic 
clima t e improve s . Me a n,"h i le t he SU5sex ('li 11 5 Gr oup hopes t ns t a t le aG t some money 
wi ll be spen t to ke ep t he mi l l upr i Qht . It is in a very da nge r ous c ondi t i on . 

LowFi el d Heath Windmill 

The news le t te r r e ce iv ed fr om J e a n 5he lley i ndi ca tes t hat ~Jork is progressi ng w ~ th t he 
ro undhous e r oof us i ng two Oa K t ree s tha t Fel l in t he Gr eat Sto rm . Wo r k i s a l so i n 
hand on tne i r onw or k f or t h ~ t a ilpole t i e a nd the t a lthur . The" are loo ki ng fa r 
some oak str inoers i or th e new steps . These need tn c a 26 Fe!:!t l a ng . Off e r s t 
Jean plea !3 e~ 

Martin Bru nna r ius ha s Eent me the Fo ll owi ng : o 

Mil l No tes . Croft Road 5moc k MI l l , Hast i ngs. 
Furthe r to the l e t t !:!r fro m MR R. Hawksl e y in newsletter no 69 page 14. 
He r igh tly s t a tes tha t no thi ng r ema ins of t he po-t mills at No r t hlam s nd genero usly 
acknowl edges my comple te 1 i s t in The Wi II dill i 11 s or' SUS S!!" . Sadl y f' ve o f t ho se 1 i s ted 
have bee n var ious l y r emove d , bl own down or demolishe d si nce 1979 . One of t hese 
i nc ide n t all y , was the pumping mi l l at Gl ynde . This wil l no doub t cons t i t u t e ano t he r 
ame ndment t o Mr Hawk s l a y'9 prev ious ame nomen ts ! 
·~a :er 3,ns J f [roOt Road S~oc k ~ill I n Hast ings is far from bei ng un r e co gnised. 
~ r~ ll ~ccount 15 9"en of : he re~ainl ng fou nda t ions and th e mi l l itse l f fr om t ne 
"11 1 wr l g~ t '3 dr3 t t a~r=e~e rt date~ 20 Apr :! 1799 . Co~nelius We th e ral l of Robert ft ­

:l :-- ~d g E --.35 !'~E;:cr3 ib ... e fot' tne wJork . SorTie years late r ~h19 was t ak e n down ana 
~e - ~ reC+3~ ~: 3__ ~e-~1 ~ _ _n ~a s~ i nq9 ~here she wo r keo unti l 1862 . 
_o' ~ e~_; , : - El _ ~~d_ " Ilw - !gn" ment ioned 2t some l eng t n i n re cen t news l ett e rs, t hen 
rebui l t her in a mo s t up t o dat e manne r . Sadl y t he mil l bur ne d down i n 11;67 . The 
mil le r , Mr D, aoe r onc e aga in empl oyed Upfie lds , this t i me to bu ild a new l arge mode r n 
s mock mill a t t he Si lv erhill El t e . As many Ll ll know, t hi s stood fo r 9 9 yea r s c e fore , 
r eg re tfully, being demolis he d in 1966 . 
Fu r the r : I gather tha t Cor neliu 5 We the ra ll l ater became oa nkru pt. ha s a ny member 
come acros s any infor mat ion on th i s or hi s fam i l y' ( I nf orma ti on t o Mar t i n pl ease ) 

T. Marti n has sent me this. 

Patc ha m Windmi l l 
You may ha ve r ead about Patcha m "Ell e. nd the storm da ma ge l ast winter. Wp.ll, th is 
mill has suffe re d the wr a th of the e l ement s once again. 
This time the lightning ca used extensi ve da ma ge t o the cap fra me and s weeps (sa 
striking i n the earl y hour s of Sunday 9 December 1990 a nd des t roy ing all t he el e c tr i r.a l 
wirin g in t he building as we ' l a s s etting the gas ma i ns ali ght . 
One sweep and stock were s h r e dde d in t o s ma ll )ieees which we re s p rea d aut f rom t ne 
mi l l ove r a 600 ya rd r a di us . Ths damagea wood had t he consi ste nc y of c oc onu t ma ct I n 
with angul ar frac t ures in a ll directi ons. One gal v a nl~ed coac h bol t f ound ~sa . t h 
sce ne had t he nut a na washer fU5~d on t o it by t he meltin g of the z inc c o~t i n g . 

The r emains of the sweeps a nd stacks were r emoved cn the follo~ing Thll rsdav wi t h the 
ai d o f a l ar ge al l - t e rra i n c ra ne , so ma~lng the ni ll site safe . 
Th e l eas t vis ua l but ~ore ser i ous Jamage occurred t o the caD f rawe . It a ppea r s ;na 
the f r3m~ _if cerl I n to the air ~~Lh t he f~rce of tho l 'gntn"ng 1na came to res t ~ith 
a 'o lt ~a u5 ing t~O o f t he structural tl~ ~ods tc shear a nd 'h~ longi tudinal splitting 
of t he f raming me~Der9 at tna ne c~ ~e~rlng end (~olc)end of Ln~ cap flame . 

1 ~ wlll prove a compl ica ted task t o remove t ile cap f o r '11aj or r eplacemen t of t he 
dest ro Ylld timber apd inspec:, on a nd , hopefull y, re - use o r mos t or the ironwork . 
As th e c~p rrame has limited structural i ntegrity it will be necessar y to Jtll~se 
a stee l frame to Suppor t ano distribute its we igh t on to slings from a ct9ne duringremova l. 

The cap u l 11 be removed i n l ate April f or its repa ir by the Br itish Englneer ium at 
Hove where t he new 9~eeps wi ll also be cons tructed. Works ma y be viewed at the 
British Engi neeri um by a r r a ngement wi th T. Martin 0273 554070. 

Thanks to all f or s uppl ying me with the aDove i n FormatIon BUT the re are a lo t more 
mills t hat coul c ha ve their news 1n t he newsletter ! 

Please send to D.H. Cox, 3 Mi ddle Roed , Partridge Green, Horsham, West Sussex.
0403 711137 . 

Sce i ety Newsl et l e r eon t inued 

.•SERVATIDN AWARD FOR ENVI RONMEN TA L ENHANCEMENT 

Wealden District Council is offe r ing awards of up to £1 , 000 t o projec ts to conserve 
ana enhance the local environment . Such p roj e c t s i nc lude the resto r a ti on of 
structures Such as Flint wa l l s, s tiles and bridges o r sea t s and f o r a r chaeological 
projects. l r any members or or ganisatio n knows of any pr oject Which mi ght quality 
would they ge t i n t ouch with Davia Philips a t Wea l den Dis t rI ct Council , Council OfFi ces, 
Pine Grovu, Erowborough, Ea s t Sussex TN6 lOH, Telephone 0892-653311 , to obtain f urtherdetailR. 

RON MARTTN 

SHEF F'I 'iK FARM 

The r~ !'. J ~Dod deal of I . A. interes t I n an art icle ' Lo r d Sheffi eld's mode l fa r m' by 
/'lay [" IJ ~. n 1n Hls t o rit: Farm BulldlnQs Group J ou r nal, vo l. 4 (1990) . The farm , at 
Shur fl "i'~ ""rI< , built in 1808, lnclLlded ' shed f or horse- traCk of Threshing machine ', 
ox- ton ,;! n... hous£" lime kiln, oasthouse and i eehouse and there I s men t1 ~n of t ne wharf 
on Lt ,,· 11 11'. " navige tion and of the b ricks ma de and fi r e d in a fi eld across t he r oad by
Nor...m f rom Oi tchling . 

M. ] . LEPPARD 

THE BREWERY HISTORY SOC r ETV 

This snciety promotes r esearch in t o the history o f all aspects of the brewi ng industry 
t he British Isles. Further l n Formati on can be ob tained from Peter Hol t ham who is 

( ~arehing the history of brewing and malting in Sussex and whose a ddress appears on
tile back page of this newsletter . 

THE THO RrlBERFlI' AWARD 

The Itles t SUSsex Arch i ves Soc le t 
an .,,,,u la l pr i 2e far the West admini s t ers a Fund, the Thornberry Award, which provides 

Sussex school CO ns idered to have most ef Fe c t i vely furtheredt"" -turty of l Oca l hi story . 

In 1 
tn~ prize was awaroed ~ o the ~h ; r.hest~ r Hi gh School f o r 80ys for a project toresit•• 

has I ';" , l he hi stor y of ene Ch i chester Ca nal and BaSin and a 2 ~ page illustrated booklet.Ld uced. 

;n0 1 

3chool .iliJbl e at ::j.2~ :m:ludin'] pos:"ne f:-om :< nd:-e:.J de:r i ma n, t:hlcheste r 'ii ~ n 
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